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THE 


CALCUTTA REVIEW 

H- 

Art. I. — 1. Sirai WackidL Arab MS. 

2. Sirat Hishami. Arab MS, 

3. Shat Tabari. Arab MS. 

4. Life of Mohammad, By A, Sprenger^ M. D, AllaJud'ud, 

1851. 

The weary field of uncertainty and speculation, which we 
lately fought to explore, has been left behind ; and, towards the 
forty-fourth year of his age, we find Mahomet, now emerged 
from doubt and obscurity, clearly and unequivocally asserting 
that he had been ordained a prophet to call the Arabs to the 
Lord, — reciting his warnings and exhortations as messages that 
emanated direct from the mouth of God, and implicitly believing 
(to all outward appearance) his inspiration and mission to 
be divine. We find him, also, already surrounded by a little 
band of follo^rs, animated by an ardent devotion to himself, 
and an earnest belief in God as his guide and inspirer. 

It strongly corroborates the sincerity of Mahomet, that the 
earliest converts were his bosom friends and the people of his 
household ; intimately acquainted with his private life, 
could not fail to have detected the discrepancies that must, 
more or less, always exist between the professions of the hypo- 
critical deceiver abroad, and his actions at home. 

The faithful Khadija has already been made known to the 
reader, as the sharer in the enquiries her husband, and 
probably the earliest convert to Islam, “fio Khadija believed,^' 
(thus runs the simple tradition,) “ and attested the truth of that 
‘ which came to him from God. Thus was the Lord minded 
‘ to lighten the burden of His prophet ; for he heard nothing 
‘ that grieved him touching his rejection by the people, but he 
^ had recourse unto her, and she comforted and supported him, 
‘ and re-assured his confidence.”* 

Zeid, the former slave, and his wdfe 0mm Ayman, (Baraka) 
the nurse of Mahomet, have also been noticed. Though Zeid 
was now a free man, yet being the adopted son of Mahomet, 

* Hishdmi. p. 63. Ho is said to have promised her a house in Pared iso, formed 
of a gigantic pearl hollowed into the form of a palace. 
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and his intimate friend, it is probable that he lived in close 
connexion with bis family, if not actually an ostensible member 
of it. He, too, was one of the earliest believers.* 

The little Ali had now reached the age of thirteen or four- 
teen years, and had begun to displa3f^ that wisdom and judg- 
ment which distinguished his after life. Though possessed of 
indomitable courage, he was, like his uncle, meditative and 
reserved, and lacked the stirring energy which would have 
rendered him a more valuable propagator of Islam. He grew 
up from a child in the faith of Mahomet, and his earliest 
associations strengthened the convictions of matured age. It 
is said, that as Mahomet was once engaged with the lad in 
prayer, in one of the glens near Mecca, whither they retired 
to avoid the jeers of their neighbours, Abu Talib chanced to 
pass by ; and he said to Mahomet, ‘‘My nephew ! what is this 
‘ new faith I sec thee following?” “ Oh, my uncle ! This is the 
‘ religion of God, and of His angels, and of Ilis prophets, — the 
‘ religion of Abraham. The Lord hath sent me an Apostle 
‘ unto His servants ; and thou, my uncle, art the most worthy 
‘ of all that I should address my invitation unto, and the most 
* worthy to assist the prophet of the Lord.” And Abu Talib 
replied : — “ I am not able, my nephew, to separate from the 
‘ religion and the customs of my fore-fathers ; but I swear that 
‘ so long as I live, no one shall dare to trouble thee.** Then, 
turning to the little Ali, who had professed a similar faith, and 
the resolution to follow Mahomet, he said : — “ Well, my son, 
^ he will not invite thee to aught but that which is good : 

‘ wherefore thou art free to cleave unto him.”t 

To the family group it is hardly necessary to add the aged 
cousin of Khadija, VVaraca, wdiose profession of Christianity 
and support of Mahomet have been already alluded to ; because 
it is agreed upon all hands that he died before Mahomet had 
entered upon his public ministry. 

But in the little circle there was one, belonging to another 
branch of the Coreish, who, after Khadija, may be ranked 
perhaps as the earliest convert. Abu Baku, of the Bani Taym, 
had long been a familiar friend of Mahomet ; with him had 
probably lamented the gross darkness of Mecca, and had 

* Hkhdnii, p. f>C. 

t Hiskdmi, p. (jCi Tabari^ p, lOS This conversation, like most of the stories 
of the period, is of a typo moulded by subsequent Mahometan prepossession. 
The tale is, however, in itself not improbable, the facts being at «ny rate in ac-* 
cordance with Abu Tiilib’s dharaefcer, and constant support, of Mahomet, 
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sought after a batter faith. He liVecl in the same quarter of 
the city as Khailija ;* * * § when Mahomet removed thither, the 
intimacy became closer, and the attachment of Abu Bakr was 
soon rivet ted by an implicit faith in his friend as the apostle of 
God. Ayesha, his daughter, (born about this period, and des- 
tined, while yet a girl, to be the prophet's bride) could not 
remember the time when both her parents were not true be- 
lievers, f and when Mahomet did not daily visit her father's 
house both in the morning and evening.^ Of Abu Bakr, the 
Prophet used to sky : “ I never invited any to the faith who 
‘ displayed not cogitation, examination, perplexity — excepting 
‘ only Abu Bakr, who, when I had propounded unto him Islam, 
‘ tarried not, neither was perplexed."^ 

The character and appearance of this chief of Islam, 
and bosom friend of Mahomet, demand further descrip- 
tion. Abu Bakr was about two years younger than the 
prophet ; short in stature, and of a small spare frame ; 
tlie eyes deeply seated under a high projecting forehead. 
His complexion was fair, and his face so thin, that you 
could see the veins upon it.|| Shrewd and intelligent, he yet 
wanted the originality of genius ; his nature was mild and 
sympathetic, but not incapable of a firm purpose where impor- 
tant interests were concerned. Impulse and passion rarely 
prompted his actions ; they were guided by reason and calm 
conviction. Faithful and unvarying in his attachment to the 
prophet, he was known, (and is to the present day familiar, 
throughout the roidms of Islam,) us Al Sadick, “ t/ie 2Vwe";^ 

* Both Abu Bakr and Khadija lived in the quarter now called Zuchack al 
Uajar^ or *’ Street of Stone.” See the plan of Mecca in BurkhardCs Travels, 
p. it*2 This street “ colnprises the birth place of Fatima, the daughter of 
Mahommed, and of Abu Bakr, the prophei’s successor.” (A/em, p. 126.) 

t Wdckidi, p. Asma, Ayesha's sister, (but by another mother) is stated 
by tradition to have said the same thing of her father, Abu Bakr. (^Ibidem,) 

J Ibidem, 

§ IJishdini, p. 67. 

11 This description is from W&ckidi. It must, however, be remembered («s has 
all cad y been remarked in the ease of Mahomet,) that the personal details pre- 
served by tradition are those of his old age. The “ loose clothes” and “ flaccid 
hips,” described in Wdekidi, were probably not characteristic of his manluiod, 
and have therefore not been adopted in the text. He had little hair on his body, 
and the joints of his fingers were small and flue. At the emigration to Medina, 
his hair was the whitest among Mahomet’s followers ; but be used to dye it. 

^ Some say he was so called because be bore testimony to the truth of Maho- 
met’s heavenly journey. He was called also Al Atick, as Hishlimi says, from his 
handsome countenance, (p. 67) but Wackidi, because Mahomet named him so as one 
preserved from hell -fire. His proper name was Abdallah, son of Othman or Abu 
Cnh&fa. It is not clear when he obtained the name of Abu Bakr, If, ns appears pro- 
bable, it was given him because his daughter Ayesha was Mahomet’s only virgin 
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he was also sfyleu Al Awwuh, “ the Sighin^;’ from his tender 
and compassionate lieari. * 

Ahn Batr was a diligent and successful merchfint, and pos- 
sessed, at his corivei‘sion, about 40,000 dirhems. His generosity 
was rare, his charity unwearying. The greater part of his 
fortune was expended in the purchase of slaves, who, from 
their , inclination to the new faith, were persecuted by the Mec- 
cans ; — so that but 5,000 dirhems were left, when, ten or twelve 
years after, he emigrated with the prophet to Medina. He 
was unusually familiar with the history of the Coreish, who 
often referred to him for genealogical information. His judg- 
ment was good, his conversation agreeable, his demeanour 
affable and engaging : wherefore his society and advice were 
much sought after by the Coreish, and he was popular through- 
out the city.^^ 

To gain such a man as a staunch adherent of his creed, was 
for Mahomet a most important step. His influence was en- 
tirely given up to the cause, and five of the earliest converts 
are attributed to his exertions and example. Three of these 
were but striplings. Saad, the son of Abu Wackkfis, 
converted in his sixteenth or seventeenth year, was the 
nephew of Amina. t Zobeir ; son of Al Awwfim, probably 
still younger, was at once the nephew of Khadija, and the son 
of Mahomet’s aunt, Safia.J About the same age was Talha, 


wife, then it coulJ not haA’c been till after ilic emigration to Medina, when tho 
prophet, by marrying many AAidowB, had given a distinction and peculiarity to 
ids marriage with Ayesha. 

♦ The authorities for ibese details of Abu Bakr arc Wdekidiy pp, 2Hj, 
2\h ; BtsMmiy p. C7. ; Tubaiiy p. 112, Spreiiger (pp. 1 70, 171.) lias ably 
and faithfully drawn his chararter; and wo agree with him in considering “ tho 
* faith of Abu Bakr the greatest guarantee of tho sincerity of Mohammed in the 
‘ beginning of his career and, indeed, in a modified sense, throughout his life. 

t See Wdclddiy pp. 205 —207^. Saad pursued at Mecca the trade of manu- 
facturing arrows. He died at A I Ackick, ten Arabian miles from Medina, whither 
he was carried to be l)uried, A.IL 50 or 55, aged about seventy. These dates would 
make him still younger at the period of conversion than is represented in the text. 
But throughout tins stage we must bear in mind the Canon ii. c. (p. 48 of the 

Sources'' for MahomeCs Biography ) • the tendency of tradition is to place the 
converRion of the leaders of Islam earlier than it actually occurred. It is therefore 
not improbable that Saad’s conversion may have been actually a few years later 
than tho period referred to in the text : — or, occurring at the age specified, he 
may have died more advanced in years than is admitted by tradition. 

Zobeir was the grandson of Khuwcilid, Khadija’s father. He was also the 
grandson of Abd al Miittaiib, by hts daughter Saha, lie was assassinated, A. H. 
36, aged sixty^four, others say sixty-seven. (See Wdekidiy pp. 197^—200.) lie 
was u butcher, and his father a grain merchant, or as others have it, a tailor. 
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tlie renowned warrior of after days, related to Abu Bakr 
himself.* 

The fourth, was Oilman^ son of Affan (the successor of Abu 
Bakr in the Caliphate ;) who, though of the Ommeyad ’‘stock, 
was a grandson, by his mother, of Abd al Muttalib. Rockeya, 
being now, or shortly after, free from her marriage with Otba, 
the son of the hostile Abu Lahab,. Mahomet gave her in mar- 
riage to Othman, whose wife she continued until her death, some 
ten or twelve years afterwards. Othman was at this period 
between thirty and forty years of age.f The fifth was Ahd al 
Rahman, the son of Awf, a Zohrite (the same tribe as Amina, 
the mother of Mahomet,) about ten years younger than the 
prophet, and a man of wealth and character. Abd al Rah- 


* Tallia was a Coreishite of the Tnym branch. His grand-father was a brother 
of the grand-fathcr of Abu Bakr. He was killed in tlie battle of the Camel, A. D. 
3C, a^cd sixty -two or sixty-four. IIo would thus be, at the period referred to in 
the text, fifteen or sixteen years old. WSekidi tells an absurd story of his having 
been at Bostra with a caravan, of which a monk enquired whether “ Ahmed” 
had yet appeared at Mecca, “ And who is Ahmed?*' they asked. “ He is the son 
of Abdallah, the sou of Abd al Muttalib,” replied the monk ; “ this is the month 

* of his appearance, and he will emigrate from Mecca to the country of date 

* trees, and the stony salt land (Medina); ye should haste away to meet him.” 
Talha set forth at once for Mecca, and was told on his arrival that Mahomet had 
set up prophetical claims, and that Abu Bakr had declared for him. So Talha 
believed, and accompanied Abu Bakr to Mahomet, whom he caused to rejoice by 
narrating the story of the Monk, 

Talha may possibly have heard from some Syrian monk of the evil of idolatry 
&c, and been thus prepared to follow Mahomet’s doctrine ; but the details of the 
story are too absurd to need refutation. 

Nowfal, a brother pf Khadija, persecuted Abu Bakr and Talha, and bound 
them together with a rope, whence they received the soubriquet of Al ('aranein, 

* the Bound.” 220^ ; H/v/tdwie, 75.) The latter calls Nowfal one 

of the devils of the Coreish ; the former, their lion. Ho was killed at Budr. 

t The account given by Wackidi of Othman’s conversion, is that he and Talha 
followed Zobeir into the house of Mahomet, who propoumled to them the prin- 
ciples of Islam, and recited the Coran ; whereupon they believed. And Othman 
said, “ Ob Prophet ! I have come'" lately from Syiia, and as 1 was asleep between 
Al Maan and Al Zuruka, one cried to me, Arise, thou sleeper I Verily, Ahmed hath 
appeared at Mecca ; so we arrived and heard the tidings of theo.” This is of a 
piece with the story of Talha, the one probably invented to rival the other. 

He is said to have been early exposed to persecution. His uncle, Al Hakam, 
grandson of Omeyd, seized and bound him, saying, Dost thou prefer a new reli- 
gion over that of thy fathers ? I swear I will not loose theo until thou givest up this 
new faith thou art after.” Othman said. “ By the Lord, I will never abandon it !” 
So when Al Hakam saw his firmness in the faith, he let him go. ( Wdckidi,p. 189.) 

IIo was subsequently called Abu Abd&llah, after a son by Rockeya, who, when 
about six ycare of age, having his eye pecked out by a bird, fell sick and died, 
four yi ars after the Hegira. 

lie was murdered, A. H. 36, aged seventy-five (according to others eighty-two :) 
which would make him at the time of the emigration to Medina, thirty-nine or 
forty-six years of age. 
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man, Othman, and Tallia, were, like Abu Bakr, merchants or 
traders; and the pursuit of the same profession may have 
occasioned some community of interest among them. 

Four persons are related to have accompanied Abd al Rah- 
man on his first visit to the house of Mahomet, and sinuilta- 
iieously with him to have embraced Islam. Obeida, the son 
of Mahomet’s uncle, Hfirith ; * * * § Abu Salma, a Makhzumite ; f 
Abu Obeida, son of AI Jarrah, subsequently a warrior of 
note ; J and Othman, son of Matzun. The latter is said to have 
already abandoned wine before his conversion, and to have 
been with difficulty persuaded by Mahomet, to renounce the 
asperities of an ascetic life. § Two brothers, a son, and other 
]*eiatives, of this Othman, are likewise mentioned among the 
early believers. || 

Of the slaves ransomed by Abu Bakr from the persecu- 
tion of their unbelieving masters, the foremost is Bilal, the 
son of an Abyssinian slave girl. He was tall, dark, and 
gaunt, with negro features and bushy hair ; but Mahomet 
lionored and distinguished him as “ the first fruits of the Abys- 
slnians'* ; and to this day he is renowned throughout the 
Moslem world as the first Mliadzzin, or crier to prayer.^ 
Amr ibn Foheira, after being purchased and released from 
severe trial, was employed by Abu Bakr in tending his 
fiocks. Abdallah ibn Masud, “ small in body, but weighty iii 

* Obeida was killed at Badr : he was ten years older than Mahomet. ( Wacki- 
di,p. 188.) 

t He emigrated twice to Abyssinia with his wife Omm Salma. He was wound- 
ed at the battle of Ohod, and died shortly after, when Mahomet married his widow. 
{Wackidi,p 225 J.) 

J Wackidi, p. 

§ He belonged to the Coreishite stock of the Bani Jumh. He wished to re- 
nounce the privileges of conjugal life; but Mahomet forbad him. recommending 
his (»wn practice to his adijption and saying that the Lord had not sent His pro- 
phet with a monkish faith. ( Wackidi, p. 258 ) The particulars there given are 
strongly illustrative of Mahomet’s character, but we are precluded from entering 
into further detail by the grossness of language and idea which pervades the pas- 
sage. 

11 IBs brothers were Abdallah and Cudama : his son emigrated to Abyssinia. 
Mumir, another Jumhite, is also mentioned as converted at this stage. The 
whole family of Othman ibn Matzun, with Aheir wives and children, emigrated to 
Medina, at the Hegiia, 

% He belonged to the Bani Jumh. ( Wackidi, p. 224.) 

*♦ He was possessed by a son of Abu Bakr’s wife (the mother of Avesha ) by a 
former husband. ( Wackvli, p. 223J.) 
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faith,” the constant attendant of Mahomet at Medina, * and 
Khohab, son of Aratt, a blacksmith, were also converted at this 
period.^ The slaves of Mecca were peculiarly accessible ; as 
foreigners they were familiar with, perhaps adherents of, 
Judaism or Christianity ; isolated from the influences of hostile 
partizanship, persecution alienated them from the Cor^^ish, 
and misfortune made their hearts susceptible of spiritual im- 
pression,;}: 

Twenty persons have now been noticed as among the first 
confessors of the new faith. At least thirteen others are enu- 
merated by Wackidi as having believed '^before the prophet's 
entry into the house of Arcam*' the expression of biographers 
to mark the few earliest years of Islam. Among these, we 
observe the youthful son, Sdtd,^ and several of the relatives 
of the aged enquirer Zeid already some time dead, but whose 
remarkable life, as possibly paving the way for Mahomet, has 
been already alluded to. The wife of S^id, Fatima, a cousin of 
the same family, and her brother son of Khatthb, were 

among the early converts. There was also Obeidallah, the son of 

* He was of the Bani Tamim, and attached to the Bani Zorah, but whether in 
the capMcity of an attendant or confederate, is not stated. He was once at Medi- 
na climbing up a date tree, and his companions were indulging in pleasantry at 
the expense of his spare lej^s, when Mahomet used the expression quoted in the 
text. He was sallow, with his hair smoothed down. (WacAidt, p. 207^ ) On what 
authority Weil Cp- So) calls him a dwarfs '* Der Zwerg,” is not stated. 

f He was of the Bani Tamun, having been sold as a prisoner at Mecca to 
0mm Amraar, (or Omm Saha,) whose trade (feminarum circumcimtrix ) was so 
offensively proclaimed at Ohod, by Huinza, when he challenged Khobftb. It is 
related of this man, that when ho claimed a debt from AI As ibn Wail, the latter, 
a denier of the resurrection, deferred him ironically for payment to the judgment 
day. (^Wuckldu p. 210.j ) 

X Sprenger says.— “ The excitement among the slaves, when Mahomet first 

* assumed Ins office, was so great, that Abdallah ibn Jodaan, who had one hundred 

* of these sufferers, found it necessary to remove them from Mecca. lest they 

* should all become converts.” {p. 159.) This however, appears to be an exagge- 
rated statement, as well Hs the preceding, that “two of them died as martyrs.” 
We do not believe that there was any martyr before the Hegira. We shall consider 
below the only case of martyrdom alleged by early authority during that period. 

§ Wdckidi.p. 255J. Ho died A. H. 50 or 51, aged above seventy ; so that at 
this period he was little more than a boy. 

[| Idem^ 254^, He was an elder brother of the famous Om«r. Kkuneis, the 
husband of Omar’s daughter, Hafsa, is also noted as a believer of this time. 
He was one of the emigrants to Abyssinia. Ho died about two years after the 
Hegira, when Miihomet married his widow (Wdekidi, p, 257^.) Wdckid, a con- 
federate of the same family {ibidem ) and Amir ibn Rabia, the freed man and 
adopted son of Khattab, Omar’s father, are likewise among the earliest converts. 
The latter shortly after emigrated with his wife to Abyssinia. {Idem, p, 256j.) 
These facts show the close connection between the family and relatives of the 
“ enquirer” Zeid, and the new religion. 
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Jahsh, himself one of the four enquirers.” On the persecu^ 
tion becoming hot, he emigrated with his wife 0mm Habiba 
(subsequently married to Mahomet,) and others of his family, 
to Abyssinia, where he was converted to Christianity, and died 
in that faith. It is interesting to notice likewise among these 
converts, Ahu Hodzeifa^-f son of Otba, the father-in-law of 
Abu Sofian, a family inveterately opposed to Mahomet, There 
is also the name of Arcam, whose house will shortly be men- 
tioned as memorable in the annals of Islam.J 

Besides these three and thirty individuals, the wives and 
daughters of some of the converts are mentioned as faithful 
and earnest professors of Isl^m.§ It is, indeed, in conformity 


* OheiVIallflh was a cousin bj his mother to Mahomet. He belonged to the 
S&ni Dudaa, a collateral branch nf the Coreiah. Two of hi a brothers, Abdallah 
and Ahu Ahmed, are also specified as converted “ before the entry into Arcam^s 
house.” He was the brother of the famous Zeinab, married to Zeid, Mahomet’s 
fveedman, and afterwards divorced by him. that the Prophet himself might take 
her to wife. His mother was Oineima, daughter of Abd al Muttalib. 

The whole family of the Bani Dudan were very favorable to Islam, for it is 
related of them at the Hegira, they all emigrated to Medina, men, women and 
children, locking up their hous« s. ( Wacm\ p. 19, ii) It is remarkable that this 
tribe were confederates of Ilarb and Abu Sofian, the opponents of Mahomet;— the 
religious influence thus frequently over-riding and bafiiing the political combina- 
tions of Mecca. 


_t 194i. He challenged his father at Badr to single combat. His 

sister Hind (wife of Abu Sofian ) rotorto'l in satirical verses, taunting him with 
his squint, and with the barbarity of ofTering to fight, with his father He wag an ill 
Javored man, with projecting teeth. He twice fled to Abyssinia wiih the Moslem 
emtgraiits »nd his wife Salila there bore him a son whom he called Muhammad, 

X He was of the Bani Makhzum. Besides the above, it will be as well to enu- 
merate the remairdng names given by Wfickidi as converts before tbo entry into 
Arcarn s house “ Kkahd ihn Said and his brother Amr : they emigrated toAhvs- 
smia. the former wdth his wi^^ ^Tabari, p. 

makes Khahd the fifth convert ; but there is so great a temlet.cy in eacdi jiany and 
lamily to run up vain gloriously its own representatives as the earliest believers, 
tliHt jirtlc depondance can be placed on such usseitions priority. Hatib ibn 
orn'! Lowey.) was a con vert of the same period. ( War/ddi, 

o^ors descended from stocks allied to the Coreish, Amr ibn Abasa, 
ana Abu JJzarrGbifart, are also said to have been converted at iliis period, but 

tbJ'rtlif f veioiutid Mahomet after 

V'! tIic Meccans from thc Siege of Medina. The accounts however are 
In ^ doubt their reality. They were probably imagined or fabricated 
by some descendants who wished to assume for their family a priority in the faith. 

already 

however if daughters of Abu Bakr ; the latter, 

w fc of Mahomet’s cousin ; Fatima, 

broLr.^^^ note ; Fo/.ciAa, wife of liattab, hi 

ced n^notcTo ^ of KhAli.l, in the pro- 

H is indeed (as Ayesha) belong to later dates. But 

Bio^aphers chiefly to mentinn^tK^ feminine worth lead the 

famous^husbands or father. connexion with their more 



with the analogy of religious movements in all ages, that the 
female sex should take a forward part, if not in direct and 
public acts of assistance, yet in the encouragement and exhor- 
tation which lead thereto. On the other hand, in estimating 
the number of the early converts, we must not forget that their 
ranks have been unduly swelled by the traditions of those 
whose piety or ambition sought priority in the faith for their an- 
cestors or patrons. Weighing both considentions, we shall not 
greatly err, if we conclude that, in the first three or fc nr years 
of the assumption, by IVIahomet, r>f bis prophetic office, the 
converts to his faith aniouated to nearly forty souls. 

By what degrees, influenced by what motives or arguments, 
and at what precise periods, these individiinla, one by one, gave 
in their adhesion to the claims of Mahomet, we can scarcely 
determine, farther than in the general outline already before 
the reader. It is usual among traditionists, to assign to the 
jirophet three years of secret preaching and private solicitation, 
after which an open call was published to the Coreish at large ; 
but we hardly find grounds for this theory, when we bring it 
to the sure test of the Coran. It is probable that the prepara- 
tory term of doubt and enquiry (which we have in a previous 
paper endeavoured to trace,) has been confounded by them 
with tlie actual assumption of prophetic office. An interval 
of pious musing, and probably of expostulation with others, 
preceded the fortieth year of Mahomet’s life. It was about 
that year, we conceive, that the resolution to “ recite” in God^s 
name — in other words, t/ie conviction of inspiration, was fully 
adopted. For some succeeding period, liis efforts would be 
naturally directed to individual persuasion and jiersonal en- 
treaty ; but we cannot believe that the prophetic claim 
once assumed, was ever held a secret not to be divulged to the 
people of Mecca. It was at this time the prophet re- 
ceived (as lie imagined) the command to preach and 

* That is Sura LXXIV. The tradition that the passage, Sura XXVI., v, 213, 
was the lirst call to preat h, ( IFdcAft/?, pp. 13 mid 88; Tahar'\,p. 114) appears 
entirely crronecais. That verse is not only contained in a late Sura, but itself 
hears evidence of persecution, and of believers already numerous. It Vas pro- 
bably revealed while the prophet with his relatives was shut up in the “ Sheb ” or 
quarter of Abu Talib, aud his preaching necessarily confined to thorn. So the 
stories of his taking his stand upon M'^uiifSafa, and after summoning his relatives, 
family by family, and addressing to them the divine message ; of the contemptuous 
reply of Abu Lahab ; of the miraculous dinner at which Mahomet propounded 
Ims claim to his relatives, and Ali alone stood forth as his champion and “ Vizier,” 
&c. ; are all to our apprehension apocryphal, and owe their origin to the above, or 
other passages in the Coran, which It was desired to illustrate, or to Alijite prepos- 
sessions. See some of these accounts in Tabari, pp. 115 — 118. At the miraculous 
dinner, food sufficient only for one, served to their content for n company of forty. 
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foYtWitli his appeal was made to the whole community of 
Mecca. Gradually his followers increased, and the faith of 
each (though little more than the reflection of his own con- 
Yiction,) was accepted by Mahomet as a new and independent 
evidence of his mission, emanating from Him who alone can 
turn the heart. Success expanded before him the sphere of 
Islam ; and that which was primarily intended for Mecca and 
Arabia, soon embraced, in the ever-widening circle of its call, 
the human race. 

A new phase, however, now appeared. The hostility of 
the Meccans was aroused, and believers were subjected to 
persecution and indignity. The positive element of opposition 
was simply an hereditary attachment to the established system 
of idolatry. There was no antagonism of a privileged caste, 
or a priesthood supported by the temple ; no “ craftsmen of 
Diana’^ deriving their livelihood from the shrine. But there 
was the universal and deep-seated atfeetion for practices asso- 
ciated frop infancy with the life of the Meccan, and the pride 
of a system which placed bis city at the head of Arabia, 
These advantages he would not lightly abandon. 

Wliether the idolatry of Mecca would not have crumbled 
without an effort before such preaching as Mahomet’s, sustained 
hy reasonable evidence, msiy be matter for question. That which 
now imparted to it strength and obstinacy, was the equally 
weak position of its antagonist. Amidst tlie declamation and 
rhetoric of the Arabian prophet, there was absolutely no proof, 
(excepting bis own convictions,) ever advanced in support of 
the divine commission. Idolatry might be wrong, but what 
guarantee had the idolater that Islam was not equally fallaci- 
ous ? This was the sincere, and long the invincible, objection 
of the Meccans ; and, though, no doubt, mingled with hatred 
and jealousy, and degenerating often into intolerance and spite, 
it was the real s[)ring of their opposition. 

^ Persecution, though it may sometimes have deterred the 
timid from joining his ranks, was of unquestionable service to 
Mahomet. It eventually furnished a plausible excuse for cast- 
ing aside the garb of toleration, for opposing force to force 
against those who “ obstructed the ways of the Lord and at 
last for the compulsory conversion of unbelievers. Even 

adherents of the prophet, in 
self-defence, into a closer union, and made them stand forth 
with a bolder aim and more resolute front. The severity and 
injustice of the Meccans, over-shooting the naark, aroused 
personal and family sympathies ; unbelievers sought to avert 
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or to mitigate the sufferings of the Moslems/and in so doing, 
were sometimes even gained over to their ranks.* 

It was not, however, till three or four years of hfs mmmtry 
had elapsed, that any general opposition was organized against 
Mahomet Even after he had begun publicly to preach, and his 
followers had multijidied, the Coreish.did not gainsay his doctrine. 
They would only point at him as be passed, and say: — There gotik 
the man of the children of Ahdal Mvttalib, to^eak unto the people 
of the Heavens, But, adds tradition, when the prophet began 
to abuse their idols, and to assert the perdition of their ances- 
tors, who had died in unbelief, 4hen they were displeased, and 
began to treat him with hostility and contempt.-f 

Hostility once excited, soon showed itself in acts of violence. 
Saad having retired for prayer with a group of believers to 
one of the glens near Mecca, a party of his neighbours passed 
unexpectedly by, when a sharp contention arose between 
them, followed by blows ; Saad struck one of his opponents 
with a camel goad ; and this, they say, was “ the first blood 
shed in Islam,”f * 

It was probably about this time, the fourth year of his mission, 
(A. D. 613), that in order to prosecute his endeavours peace-, 
ably and without interruption, Mahomet took possession of the 
house of A ream, (one of the converts noticed above,) a short 
distance to the south of bis own, upon the gentle rise of SafS. 
It was in a frequented position, fronting the Kaaba to the 
east; and all the pilgrinivS, in the prescribed walk between the 
two eminences, must needs pass often before it.^ Thither 

* The instance of Ilamzn is one in point, who was led to embrace Islam through 
indignation at the manner in which Abu Jahl abused Maliomot. 

I Wackidly p 38. ; HisMmi, p. ; Tabari, p, 120. 

% IlLshdmi, p. 70. ; Tabari, p. \\4. The “Story is not given by Waekidi, and is 

open to some suspicion. xSaad is famous as the first who shot an arrow” in the 
Mussulman wars, ( Wf/cAidi, p 98^, 205j.) His friends, desirous to show that he 
was the first to sbed blood, too, for Islam, may have supposed, magnified, or invented 
this tale. 

§ The house possesses so peculiar an interest in the earliest annals of Islam, that 
wo shall note the particulars given by Waekidi regarding it : 226 — 

ir ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ L J I AXaJ ^ I *3 Sim j 

1 ^ ^ 5 I I UJ ! Ic ^ 51**/ S 1 1^^ 

“ Ilis (Arcam’vs) house in Mecca was on SafU, the same which the prophet 

occupied in the beginning of Islam ; and in it he invited the people to Islam i 
and therein believed a great multitude. 



jlAi.-'A' HPREAD OF ISLAM AT MECCA. 

were conducted al' who showed any leaning towards the doc- 
trine of Mahomet. Thus of one and another of the believers, 
it is recoided that “ he was converted after the entry into the 
‘ house of Areain, and tlie preaching there,’ — or, that “ he 
‘ was brought to Mahomet in the house of Arcam, and the pro- 
phet recited the Coran unto him, and expounded the doctrines 
‘ of Islam, and he was converted and embraced the faith.” So 
famous was it as the birth-place of conversion, that it was 
afterwards styled the house of Mam* 

Four sons of Abul Bokeir, a confederate of the family of 
Khattab, were the first to believe, and “ swear allei/iaRce to 
Mahomet," in this house.f Though Omar, the son of Khattab, 


Tri after days, Arcum devoted it to the Lord in a deed, which Wackidi saw, and 
of which the following extract contains a copy : — 

J ^ ^ 5 ) ^ ^ J 

I ) Jo S I ^ I jii ^ Ji j 

ikij ^ ^ j "i ] I 

^ y I V I I 

“ And the house of Arcam was called the house of Islam ; and Arcarn devoted 
it (to God) under the trust of his children ; and 1 read tlio document of con<«o- 
oration. Jn the name of the Lord,, the Compassion ale, the Merciful this is 
wfiit Arciim hath determined regarding the house which boideretk upon Safd^ 
that it is devoted,, as a part of the sacred place. It shall not be soldj neither 
shall it be inherited. Witnessed by llisham ibn al As anti his freedman.’* 

The descciidauts of Arcam continued to possess the house, either occupying it 
them.selvcs, or taking rent for it, until the Oal)i>hatc of Aim Jaf.ir. When Mo- 
hammad Hasan’s grandson rebelled in Medina, Abdullah, ihe grandson of Arcam, 
sided with him, and Abu .lafar caused him to be put in prison and in irons Then 
the Caliph sent a message to Abdullah, now above eighty years of age, promis- 
ing him a full pardon if he would sell to him tlie house of Arcam. He objected 
that it w'as devoted property but at lust, partly through intimidation, partly 
tempted by the large price, he sold his share in it, for 17.000 dinais, and his 
relatives did likewise. Thus it became the property of the Caliph. Then Mahdi 
gave it to Kheizaran (the saive girl, the mother of Musa and Ilaiun,) who enlarged 
it, and it was called after her name. 

There is nothing to show clearly on what footing Mahomet occupied this build- 
ing whether continuously wTth his family, or only as a place of retreat, where, 
sheltered from tlie observation and annoyances of ihe Meccans, he could pursue 
his teaching unmolested. From several incidental notices of converts remaining 
there concealed during the day, and slipping away in the evening, the latter 
appears to be the more probable view. 

* Dar III Islam ; ^ I J 

t Abul Bokeir was dofccnded from Kinana by an off -shoot more ancient than 
tlio Coroish. This family is included among the Diidun branch, which emi- 
grated en masse to Medina at the Hegira. ( Wdckidi.pp. )90, 256 L) 

Ihe remarkable expression in the text is the as for doing homage or swear- 
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was not yet converted, the leaven of the new doctrine was 
doubtless spreading rapidly among his connexions. 

The story of Musab ibn Omeir, a great grandson of Hashim, 
will illustrate some of the obstacles to tlie progress of Islam. 
His wife was a sister of Obeidalla, son of Jahsh and, pro- 
bably, through the iiitiuenco of her family, he was induced to 
visit the house of Arcain, where he listened to Mahomet and 
embraced his doctrine. But he feared publicly to confess the 
change ; for his tribe, and his mother, who doated upon him, 
and through whose fond attention he was noted as the most 
handsomely dressed youtli in Mecca, were inveterately oppos- 
ed to Mahomet, llis conversion being at last noised abroad, 
his family seized and kept him in durance : but he effected an 
escape, and proceeded to Abyssinia with the first Moslem 
emigrants. When he returned from thence, he was so changed 
and miserable in appearance, that his mother had not the heart 
to abuse liim. At a later period, liavi ng been deputed by Ma- 
homet to teach the enquirers at IMedina, he revisited Mecca 
in company with some of them. His motlier bein;^toIcl of his 
arrival, sent the message: — Ah. di&obedient son! dost thou 
‘ enter a city in which thy motlier dvvelleth, and not first visit 
‘ her ?” JNhiy, verily,” replied he, I shall never visit the house 
‘ of any one before the prophet of God.” So, after he had 
greeted Mahomet, he went to his mother, who accosted him ; 
“ Well ! I suppose thou art still a renegade.” “ I follow the 
• faith of the pro})]iet of the Lord, Islam.” “ Art thou then 
‘ well satisfied with the way thou hast fared in the land of 
‘ Abyssinia, and now again at Yathreb?” Seeing that she 
meditated his imprisonment, he exclaimed, ‘‘ What ! wilt thou 
‘ endeavour to me from my religion ? If thou seekest 
‘ to confine me, I will assuredly slay the first person that layeth 
‘ hands upon me.” His mother said, “ then go about your 
‘ business !” and she began to weep. And Mustdj w^as moved 
and said “ Oh, my mother ! I give thee affectionate counsel. 
‘ Testify that theie is no god but the Lord, and that Maho- 
‘ met is his servant and messenger.” And she replied; “By 


ing fealty to a leader or chief. Aekil and his throe brothers were converted in 
the house of Arcam, and they were the first to swear allegiance to Mahomet 

therein I j ^ (J J ^ J It was probably a gene- 

ral declaration of faith and submission to his leaching ; but possibly the mere appli- 
cation of a later phrase to a period when there was uetliing yet of the kind. 

** Before noticed as the conver^ho embraced Christianity in Abyssinia. 
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' the sparkling stars, I shall never make a fool of myself 

* by entering into thy religion. I leave thee and thy concerns 

* aloHe, and steadfastly cleave unto mine own faith/’f 

There were social causes on the other hand to aid the spread 
of the new doctrine. Anticipating a year or two, we may 
illustrate these by the conversion of Tuleib, a cousin, by his 
mother, of Mahoinet.f This lad having been gained over in 
the house of Arcam, w^ent to his mother and told her that he 
now believed in the Lord and followed the prophet. She 
replied that he did very right in assisting his maternal cousin ; 
“ And, by t he Lord 1” she added, “ if 1 had strength to do that 
‘ which men can, I would myself defend and protect him.'* 
“ JLit my mother ! what hindereth thee from believing and 
‘ following him t And truly thy brother Hams^.a hath believed." 
She replied, “ I wait to see what my sisters do : I shall verily 
‘ be like unto them.” “ But, I beseech thee, mother, by the 
‘ Lord ! wilt thou not go unto him and salute him, and testify 
‘ thy faith And she did so ; and thenceforward she would 
assist the cause of Mahomet by her speech, and by stirring up 
her sons to aid him and to fulfil his commands. § 

Shortly after Mahomet began to occupy the house of Arcam, 
several slaves allied themselves to him. Of these, Yasdr and 
Jahr are mentioned by the commentators on the Coran, as 
the parties accused by the Coreish of instructing the prophet. 
The latter was the Christian servant of a family from Hadh- 
rainaut, and the ])rophet is said to have sat mdch at his 
cell. II The former, better known under the name of Abu 
Fokeiha,^ was subjected to great persecution, but probably 


* ^iirf--* I Compare Sura LXXXVI., 3, where the Bamo oath will be found 

Hi I I ^ J ill/ ) U {jJ U) J iJaJ 1 ^ ^ U.uj ! ^ 

f WAckUL p. 2'U ctficq was killed at Ohod, where he displayed a \alour 

and disregard of saflering almost incredible. 

t Ilis mother was Orwa, daughter of Abd al Muttalib. ( Wackidi , p. 202 J). 

§ Tuleib was killed in the battle of Ajuadcin A. 11. JIl, aged thirty-five. At the 
period of his conversion, say in the sixth or seventh year of Mahonu t’s mission, ho 
would thus be about sixteen years of age lie went to Abyssinia in the second emi- 
gration, but nothing notable is related of him in after life. 

I! Hishnmi, p. 125. ; Sprengcr. p. 1(52. Ho must have died before the emigration 
to Medina, as we do not hear anything farther of him. The imputation of learning 
from fjabr is probably of a later date than the events we have arrived at ; for at 
tins period there was scarcely any mention of the Sacred Scriptures in the Coran. 

H Sprenger seems to have overlooked ""this, when he states that his name 
does not appear among the followers of Mrthomet. He is frequently mentioned 
as one of the converts who sutfered most se^rely in the early persecutions. 
(S'ce Watkidiyp, 227.) Wc do not find hiin^Hioticcd in the later history. So 
that he likely died at Mecca during this period. 
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died some tiaw before the Hegira. His daughter Fokeiija 
was married to a convert named Hattab, whom we find, with 
others of his family, among the subsequent emigrants to Abys- 
sinia.* 

A more important convert, stjled hj Mahomet ‘ the first 
fruits of Greece^* was Suheib^ son of Sinan. His home was at 
Mousal, or some neighbouring Mesopotamian village, and his 
father or uncle had been the Persian governor of Obolla, A 
Grecian band made an incursion into Mesopotamia, and carried 
him off‘, yet a boy, to Syria, perhaps to Constantinople. Bought 
afterwards by a party of Kalbites, he was sold at Mecca to 
Abdalla ibn Jodaan, who freed and took him under his pro- 
tection. A fair and very ruddy complexion marked his 
northern birth, and broken Arabic betrayed a Grecian edu- 
cation. By traffic lie acquired some wealth at Mecca; but 
having embraced Islam, and being left by the death of Ab- 
dalla without any patron, he suffered much at the hands of 
the unbelieving Coreish. It is probable that Mahomet gained 
some knowledge of Christianity from him, and he may be the 
same to whom the Meccans at a later period referred as the 
source of his Scriptural information ; — and indeed we know 
that they say, veuily a certain man teacheth him : but the 
tongue of him whom they intend is foreign^ whereas this Revelation 
is in the tongue of pure Arabic.^ At the general emigration to 
Medina, the people of Mecca endeavoured to prevent his 
departure ; but he bargained to relinquish the whole of his 
property, if they would let him go free, and Mahomet, when he 
heard of it, exclaimed, Suheib, verily, hath made a jrrojitable bar- 
gain. % 


* Hattfib, (See above j/aye 12.,) Ilatib and Miimir are nientior cd by llibharai 
(wliorn Sj)rtngei' folbms,) as sons of Harith, of the Bani Junjli. Wackidi gives 
this "ene looy to Muinir, (/>. 2 >9^) but makes Hatih to be the son of Amr, of 
an entirely ditl'ereut tribe, the Baiii Amir ibu Lowey. {p. 2C0.) 

f Su-m XVI., 103, which is one of the latest Meccan Suras. The same 
imputation will be found in Suras of a somewhat earlier date ; as Sura XLIV,, 
4 ;XXV., 4 

The family of Suheib held that he fled from Constantinople to Mecca, after reach- 
ing years of matin ity, and that he voluntarily placed himself under the guardian- 
ship of Abdalah. {WuvkuH, p 222.) Dr. Sprenger concludes that tliey held ho 
was of Grecian parentage ; but this does not a> pear from the authority ipioted. 

The description of Suheib is given in considerable detail. Ho was a little 
below middle stature, and had much hair. (^Idcm.p. 222J.) 

X iWiUckidi, thuL) When ho was about to emigrate, the Meccans said unto him, 
7 hou earnest hither in need and penury ; hut thy wealth hath increased with us 
until thou hast reached thy present prosperity ; and now thou art departing, not 
ihyaelf only, but with all thy propcHy ; by the Lord, that shall not be ! And he said, 
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Another freed slave, Arnindr^ used to resort to the house 
of Arcam, and simuitaneously with Suheib, embraced Islam. 
His father Yasir, a stranger from Yemen, his mother iSornmeija, 
and his brother Abdallali, were also believers.* 

The jealousy and enmity of the Coi’eish, were aggravated 
by the continued success of the new sect, which now numbered 


If I relinquish wy property, will ye have me free to deport ? And they agreed, 
thereto : so he parted with all liib goods : and when that was told unto Mahomet, 
he said, “ Verily buiiEin hath tkaefickeo to rnoriT.” Anotlicr version states 
that he was pursued by the Meccans, when he turned round on his camel, and 
swore, that if they persisted he would shoot every arrow in his quiver at them, 
and then take to his sword. And they knowing him to be one of the best archers 
in Mecca, left him and returned. 

Suheib bad some humour. lie reached Medina in the season of fresh dates, 
and being weaiy and hungry, he fell upon them. But as he sufiered from 
Ophilialmia in one of his eyes, the prophet asked why he ate dates (they being 
injurious to that disease) : and ho replied, Verily, 1 am eating them only from the 
side of the eye that is well : and the pro]>hct smiled thereat. Suheib then asked 
Abu Bakr, why they liad left him at Mecca to be imprisoned, &c — and that 
lie hud been foiccd to buy his life with his wca’tb ; Mahomet, in reply, is repre- 
sented as making use of the saying in tlie text ; whereupon was revealed Sura 
II. 207 ; — And of men these is one^ who huneih hi.s life, though the desire tf those 
things that he pleasing unto (roiy^s.., ( Wdchidi, p. 220.) 11c died A. II. 03, aged 

seventy ; and was buried at Bucki, the cemeteiy of Medina. 

* Yiisir belonged to a tribe in Yemen of ibc Madhij or Cahlan stock. He 
with two lirotlicrs visited Mecca to seek out their maternal relatives ; and bo 
lernained behind with his patron Abii Jlodzcifa, who gave him in marriage to his 
slave girl Sommeya. Slie buic to him Ammar, freed by Abu Ilodzcifa, and 
Abdallah. 

Yasir, Sommeya man ied a Greek shne, Azrack, belonging to a man of 
Taif, and to him she bore Salma. It is not easy to expdain this, for at tliw time 
referred to in the text (?c, (514 or 01 A. />.) Yf\sir \\a8 alive, and is mentioned 
as having with his wife joined Mahomet and snO'crcvl scveie jK'rsccution. The 
second marriage of Sommeya, and the birtli of Salma were consequently after this 
jicriod. But Amnuir, her son by Y.isir, was at least owe ycai (peihaps lour) older 
than Maliomet, or about f rtv-six years of age ; mid his mniher (who had moreover 
borne to Yasir a son, IJorcitli, o/r/e/‘ than AmmOr. t^Wk'hdi p. 227 ) must ilicrc- 
forc have been near sixty years of age. Yet we ate to believe that she maiTicd, and 
boic a son after that ngc. 

■yVaekidihas a tradition that Sommeya suircred martyrdom at the hands of 
Abu Jalil : - 

^ ^ 

^ -XU ^ I ^ I ^ J I ^ 

“ AwJ (aficr a day of perrecution,) when it was evening, Aim Jahl came and 
almsed Sommeya, and used filthy language, towauls her, and stabbed (or reviled?) 
her, and hilled her, and she. was the Jit st martyr in Islam, except JJildl, who counted 
not his life dear unto him in the service of the Lord ; so that they tied a rope about 
his neck and made the chddren run backwards and forwards, pidliiuj him between the 
two hills of Mecca {\h\i Cobeis and Abrnar. marg,^gloss) and 'Bildl kept saying. 
One, One ! (f. e., there is only one God.) {Wdckidi.p, 224.) 

The story of ibis martyrdom app^ ni'B to us apocryphal I. This is the only 
|iaco we find it mentioned in the early biogmphers : whereas had it really occurred, 
it would have been trumped forth in innumerable traditions and versions. 
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t^iore than fifty followers. Tiie brunt of their wrath fell upon the 
converted slaves, and on the strangers and poor believers who 
had no patron or protector. Tliese were seized and imprisoned ; 
or they were cast, in the glare of the mid-day sun, upon the 
scorching sand and gravel of the Meccan valley ;* the torment 
being enhanced by nnsutfm able thirst, until the wretched suf- 
ferers hardly knew what they said.f If under the torture they 
reviled Malioniet and acknowledged the idols of Mecca, they 
were refreshed by bags of watei* upon the spot, and taken to their 
homes. Bilal is recorded alone to have escaped the shame of 
recantation ; in the depth of his sufiering, his persecutors 
could force from him but one expression, — Ahad ! Aiiad! 


There is certainly no danj^er of the perils and losses of the early Moslems being 
under-estiinated or insufficiently noticed by tradition. II. The tendency of ex- 
Aggeratiiig f>crsecutiun may liave led the descendants of the family to attribute 
Sommeya’s death, which happened probably before the IlegirH, to Abu Jahfs ill- 
treatment, with which it had probably little or nothing to do. {^See Canon //. 
B. in former Article.) The manner in which the story subsequently expanded, 
will bo seen by a reference to Sale’s n' t e on the Coran, XVL, 106. The double 

signification of the word- (nbuec, and stabbing,) may have given its origin 

to the story. III. The desire to hei»p contumely on Abu Jahl, would lead to the 
same result. (Canon //., G.) IV. Bilal, in the above extract, is also noticed as 
a virtual martyr, though he long survived these jiersecutions ; which is not in favor 
of the exact and literal iuterpretation of the passage. V. The chronological 
difficulty still remains. Repeated traditions speak of Yiksir, Somraeya and 
Aitimar, (fatf cr, mother, and son,) being all tormented together, and so seen by 
Mahomet as he passed by : (TUdcAiVii, p. 227 i) but they would not be so mentioned 
unless YTisir were still married to Sommeya. Yet “ after Yasir,” (and apparently 
after his death,) she married xYzrack. How then are wo to understand that she 
died uiiiler persecution ? It may be suggested that her marriage with Azrack 
may have been an interlude in her married life with Yasir, to whom she again ‘ 
returned as wife, but this is not the natural meaning of the expressions used i—or, 
that her marriage to Azrack and martyrdom may have occurred at a later period. 
Yet this could hardly have been, as she boro him a son, and must have survived 
the period of hot perhecution. On the whole the evidence for the martyrdom is ut- 
terly ii'sufficlont. Azrack belonged to Taif, and waaone of the slaws who at the 
siege of that city (some fifteen years later,), fled over to Mahomet’s camp. It is 
natural to conclude that Sommeya, after Yasir’s death, married Azrack, and accom- 
panied him to Taif, ^ 

Some accounts represent AmmYr as having emigrated to Abyssinia, but -others 
state tills as doubtful. Ho wa<f killed in the battle of Siffin, A. II. 67, aged 
ninety-one or ninety-four. He was at one period appointed by Omar Goyeruor 
of Cufa. 

* M. Caussin de Perceval in here rendering the two Arabic words Ramdaha and 
Bath'i as the names of places, has made a cut ions mistake, rare in an Orientalist 
of his attainments. The words signify “ gravel,” and “ valley.” 

t It is added that they used to encase them in coats of mail. The torture 
that Avould thus be inflicted by the heated metal can bo understood only by 
those who know the power of a tropical sun beating upon the arid sand and rocks. 
There is however a constant tendency to magnify these sufferings, and we liCtvem 
no check* (See Canon 11. B, in former Artf^ ) ^ 
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“ One, one, (God alone!'*) On such an occasion Abu Bakr 
passed by, and secured his liberty of conscience by purchnsing 
his freedom,'^ Some of the others retained the scars of the 
sores and wounds thus inflicted to tlie end of their lives. 
Khobab and Ainmar used to exhibit with pride and exultation 
the marks of tlieir suffering and constancy, to another genera- 
tion, in which glory and success had well nigh effaced the me- 
mory of persecution.+ 

With tliose who under these trying circumstances renounced 
their faith, Mahomet exhibited much commiseration. The 
following anecdote will show that he even encouraged them to 
dissmiulate that they might escape the torment. The prophet 
ha])pening to pass by Aiuinar, as he sobbed and wiped his eyes, 
enquired of him what w^as the matter : “ Evil ; Oh prophet! 

‘ They would not let me go until I had abused thee, and spoken 
‘ well of their gods.” how dost thou fnd thy heart ? “ Se- 

cure and steadfast in llm faith.” Then, replied Mahomet, if 
they repeat their cruelty, repeat thou ako thy words. A special 
exception for such unwilling deniers of Islam, was even pro- 
vided in the Coran.J 

Mahomet himself was safe under the shadow of the respect- 
ed and now venerable Abu Talib, who, though unconvinced by 
the claims of the prophet, scrupulously fulfilled those of the 
nephew, and withstood resolutely every approach of the 
Coreish to detach him from his guardianship. 


* Abu Bttkr paid for him seven (Hccordinj; to othei's Jive) otokeas. When it 
was told to Mahomet, lie said, * Wilt tliou <];ivc mo a Rbnrc in him ?” To which 
Abu Bakr replied, that he had already released him. ( Wdehidi, />. 224.) Hislinmi 
(p, 89) gives further particulars Waraca used to puss by while Bilal was being 
tormented, and said that he would buy him. At last Abu Bakr, whose house 
was ill the same quarter, said to his master i—Dost thou not fear God that thou 
treatest this poor creature so f ‘‘Nay,” nplied his master, “ it is thou that bast 
perverted him : it is for thee to deliver him from this plight/’ So Abu Bakr 
bargained to give for him another black slave, much stronger than Bilal. 

Abu Bakr bought, and freed besides, six mule and female slaves, converts to 
Islam. Ilis father, seeing that they were all poor weak creatures, told him that he 
had much better redeem able bodied men who wouM be fit to help his cause : 
but Abu Bakr replied that he had done as God bad minded him to do. 

t Besides these two, the names of 6vo others are given amongst those who 
sn ft ered severe persecution of this nature; 'viz. Suheib, Amr ibii Foheira, Abu 
yokeiha, and the father and mother of Ammar For the vain-glorious boasting of 
Ammar, SQuWtkkidi, p. 227j; and of Khobab, who displayed his scars before Omar, 
when Caliph, idem, p, 2i04. 

J The story of Ammfir is given from various sources by WAckidi, (p. 227 i). 
See Sura XVI., 106, Whoever denieth God after that he /lafA (except- 

ing HIM WHO 18 FOllCTBLY COMl’HLLED THERETO, HIS HEART REMAINING STEAD- 
FAST IN THE FAITH,) On such resteth the wrath of God, See also Sura XXXIX., 
63» where renegades from Islam those who have transgressed against their owu 
%>«/«,” j are exUorted not to despair of the mercy of God. 
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Abu Bakr, too, and those who could claim affinity with the 
powerful fumilies of Mecca, though exposed perhaps to con- 
tumely and reproach, were generally secure from personal in- 
jury, Ihe chivalry which makes common cause among the 
iiiemhers and connections of an Arab family, and arouses the 
fiery impetuosity of all against the' injurers of one, prevented 
the enemies of Islam from open and violent persecution.* Such 
iinmnnity, however, depended in part on the good will of the 
convert’s family and friends ; it would hardly exist where his 
w'liole tribe were inimical to the new religion. Thus, when the 
Bani Makhziiin were minded to chastise some of their number, 
and among tlie rest Walid, for fiecomiiig ]\Joslems, they re- 
paired to Ills brother Hisham, a violent opposer of the prophet, 
and demanded his permission ; this he readily gave, but added, 
beware of killing him, for if thou dost, I shall verily slay in hk 
stead the chief cst among youf 

To escape tliese indignities, and the fear of perversion, Ma- 
homet now recommended such of his followers as were without 
protection, to seek an asylum in a foreign land. Yonder, point- 
ing to the West, lieth a country wherein no one is wronged: a 
land of righteousness. Depart thither, and remain until it pleaseth 
the Lord to open your way before you, Abyssinia was well known 
to the Meccans as a market for the goods of Arabia; and the 
Court of the Najashy (or king,) was the ordinary destination 
of one of their annual caravans.^ In the month of liajab, 
the fifth year of Maliomet’s prophetic office,^ eleven men, some 
mounted, some on foot, and four of them accompanied by their 
wives, set out for the port of Shueiba,|| where, finding two 
vessels about to set sail, they embarked in haste, and were 
conveyed to Abyssinia for half a dinar a-piece. The Meccans 
are said to have pursued them, but they had already left the 

f iort. Among the emigrants was Othtti&n, (son of Aff&n) fol- 
owed by his wife Rockeya, the prophet’s daughter ; and Abd al 

* See this state of soqioty described ia the paper -on the Fored'^^thers of 
Mahomet, p. 2. 

f Hishamif p. 9\. Walid and Hisli&m were sons of the famons Walid Jbn al 
Moghira, alre 'dy mentioned as one of the chief men, of Mecca, and a violent 
opponent of Mahomet, 

J “ Then Mahomet gave commandment to them to go forth to the land of 
Abyssinia. Now there was thi're a just king, Al Najashy. It was a land with 
which the Coreish used to do merchandize, because they found therein abundance 
of food, protection, and good traffic.” (Tabari,) p. 127.) 

§ November, 615 A. D., by the calculations of M. Caussin de Perceval, 

II tlie ancient port of Mecca, not far from Jiddali, 
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Ralimaii, both, as njerchant-men, already perhaps acquainted 
with tliG country. Xh© youths /johoit* u.nd IVIus^b woro qIso 
of the number. The party was liBaded by Othnian, sou of 
Matznn,as its leader.*' They met with a kind reception from 
the Najashy and his people. The exile was passed in peace and 
in comfort. 

This is termed the first “ Hegira” or flight to Abyssinia, as- 
distinguished from the later and more extensive emigration 
thither. On this occasion the emigrants were few, but the 
tliey acted was of deep importance to Islam. It convinced the 
Meccans of the sincerity and resolution of the converts, and 
pft>.ved their readiness^lo undergo any loss and any hardshij>, 
rather tlian abjure the faith of Mahomet. A bright example 
f self-denial was exhibited to the believers generally, who 
were led to regard peril and exile in ‘‘ tlie cause of God,” as a 
glorious privilege and distinction. It suggested that the hostile 
attitude of their fellow citizens, and the ])urity of their own 
faith, might secure for flieiii, witltin the limits of Arabia, a 
sympathy and hospitality as cordial as tite Abyssinian ; and 
thus struck the type of a greater “ Hegira,” the emigration to 
Medina. Finally, it turned the attention of Mahomet more 
closely and more favorably to the Christian religion. If an 
Arab asylum had not at last offered itself at Medina, the 
propliet himself might have emigrated to Abyssinia, and 
Mahometanism might have dwindled, like Gnosticism or Mon- 
tanism, into one of the ephemeral heresies of Christianity. 


To complete’ our review of this period, it is ne(Hlfnl that we 
should examine the portions of the Coran given 1‘orth in it, for 
their purport, and even their style, will throw an important 
light u})on the inner, as well as the external, struggles of the 
prophet. 

To the tw'o ox, three years intervening between tbe commis- 
sion to preacli, and the first emigration to Abyssinia, may be 
assigned about tw^enty of the Suras as they now stand. Ev en 
in this short time, k marked change may be traced both in the 
sentiments and the com position. f 


* Sec Wachiili, p. Tohari p. 127 j HUhamt, p, <>1 ; Sprcngcr^ p. 182 j and 
Caussin de rcrcvvaf, Vol. L, p. 8S8. 

f The Suras of tliis period consist of about twenty. The supposed order of the pre«* 
eeding twenty-tw(> Suras has been }.?iven in a previous article. The following appears 
to be the chronological sequence of those in the present stage ; — the 23 i'd in order 

/o!’ riSSW. fa; 

3«.LXXV.,a7.LXX.; 38, CIX. ; 
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At first, like a Himalayan stream, the current dashes head- 
long*, pure, wild, impetuous. Such are the fragments dmcribed 
in a previous article. Advancing, the style becoMi^s calmer 
and more uniform ; yet ever and anon the tumultuous rhapsody, 
like an unexpected cataract, interposes thrilling words of ardent 
conviction and fervid aspiration.* Advancing still, though the 
» dancing stream sometimes sparkles, and the foam deceives the 
eye, one may trace a rapid decline in the vivid energy of 
natural inspiration, and even the mingling with it ef grosser 
elements. There is yet, indeed, a wide difference from the 
turbid, tame, and sluggish course of later days ; but the ten- 
dency towards it cannot be mistaken. The decay* of life is now 
supplied by artificial expedient. Elaborate periods, and the 
measured cadence of rhyming prose, convey too often unme^in- 
ing truisms, or silly fiction. Though there still occur power- 
ful reasonings against idolatry, and the burning words of a 
living faith, yet the chief substance of the Coran begins 
to be composed of legends expanded by the prophet’s imagina- 
tion ; of pictures of Heaven and Hell, the resurrection and the 
judgment day ; and of dramatic scenes in which the righteous 
and the damned, angels, genii, and infernal spirits, converse 
in language frafhed adroitly as argument in the cause of 
Mahomet. 

The Suras gradually extend in length. In the preceding 
stage a whole Sura seldom exceeds the quarter of a page of 
Flugel’s beautiful quarto edition ; in the present period it 
occupies one, and sometimes two pages. + 

The theory of inspiration becomes more fully developed. 
Tlie Almighty, from whom Revelation alone proceeds, is the 
sole authoi’ity for its collection, recitation and true meaning. 


* Throughout this period wc find the same wild oaths constantly recurring aa 
in the earlier Suras. Sec Suras LXXXI., LXX^IV., LXXXVI., LXXXV., 
LXXVn,, LXXV., LXX., 40, LVI., 47. In the 86th the oath used by 

Musab's iiiother/occurs ; “ by the sparkling star T* 

f It is interesting to watch the gradual lengthening of the Suras. Flugcl’s edi- 
tion forms an excellent standard for doing so. The number of verses, from their 
varying kuigtli, is not an exact test, hut that of the lines and pages of the 
])rinted volume is. The twenty -two Suras first revealed contain an average of only 
five line<! each ; the next twenty Suras, (tlioso referred to in the present Article,) 
sixteen lines ; — .some of them being eoinposod of nearly 2 pages, (e teh page hav- 
ing twenty two lines.) From this period to the Hegira the average length of fifty 
Suras is 3 pages and nine lines ; some being seven and eight, and one nearly 
12 pages. Tile average length the t'^enty-one Medina Suras is 5 pciffes^ the 
longest is the second, of 2H pages,— the next the third, fourth and fifth, 144, I3| 
and 1 1 pages respectively. 

Up to nearly the time of the prophet’s emigration to Medina, the Suras >vcrc pro- 
duced generally whole at one time as we now find them. Later it became 
Mahomet’s practise to throw together, according to their subject matter, versea 
given forth at various times,— which is one reason why the later Suras are olT 
such greal length. {Seepage 5 of Otiginal Sources for Biography of Mahomety 
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On these points Mahomet must wait for heavenly direction; 
he must not be hasty in repeating the Divine words, for 
“ the Cofm is revealed oy a gradual revelation*'^ and it is the 
prerogative of the Lord to prescribe what shall be remember- 
ed and what forgotten. *1* How much soever the prophet 
may have sincerely believed, or persuaded himself to believe, 
that these functions were executed by the Deity, the doctrine® 
offered an irresistible temptation to suit the substance of the 
Coran to the varying necessities of the hour, and eventually 
Jed to the open assertion (which so damaged his cause in the 
eyes of unbelievers.) that where two passages are irrecon- 
Cileably opjibsed in tlieir meaning, the later abrogates the 
earlier. 

JSotwiihstanding tliis apparent fallibility, we begin to find 
a disposition to claim for the Coran a superstitious veneration, 
by ascribing to it not Divine inspiration only, but a heavenly 
original. Truly, it is the glorious Coran, in the preserved 
taeletJ 

“ It is an admonition in revered pages; 

Ivxulted, pure ; 

W'rittcjn by scribes lionorablo and 

It was brouyiit clown from Heaven cm the 

“Night of Power, a night which pxcrlletJ) a thousand months,, 
W'hereon the Angels and thr Spiri r descend i>y tJn^coininand of their 

[Lord, upon every errand j 
It is I’cace until the breaking of the Morn.”lj 

• ^ 1 lif ^ ^ 1 Wle (the Lord)«enc? t/oton 

the Coran hy degrees iihio thee ; the Oorcloo translation of Abd ul Cadir has 
'* gently.** 

t “ We shall cniiMj thee to rehearse (iho Revelation.) and thou shall not forp^et 
excepting that which the I>ord shall please ; for lie knoweih that which is jiublic 
and that which is concealed ; an<l We shall facilitate unto thee that which is easy.** 
(Sura LXXXVJI., 6,7.) 

In another })assage Mahotnet is thus addressed hy the Deity “ And move 
not thy tongue tlicreiri (in icficating the Coran) that thou shuuldest be hasty 
therewith. Verily npin U*'’ devolveth the collection thereof, and the recitation 
thereof, and when Wo shall have recited it unto thee, then follty^v the recitation 
thereof. Further, upon Us devolveth tlie explanation thereof.” (Sura ZXXV„ 
37-19.) 

t Svra ZXXXV, 21. ■ Meaning according to Sale’s paraphrastic transla- 
tion,— “ the original whereof is written in a table kept in Heaven'^ 

§“ Being ttanscrilied from the preserved table, kept pure and uncorrupted 
from the hands of evil spirits, and touched Only by the Angels.*’ Zamakshari as 
•quoted by Sale- Tlie scribes aj>parently mean the Angels. 

(I Sura XCyiT. This i- the famous LarVaf cd Cu^r, of which so much has 
been made in after days. It probably referred to some special night on which 
Mahomet conceived that the tiuth broke full and clear upon his mind ; hence 
the ‘ Night of Power.*’ 

The Sura is a fiagment of five verses only, and abruptly opens with the 
words. we have caused it to descend on tlie night of A1 Cadr,” It may either 
«ignify with Sale and the commentators “ the Corau,” or more probably a clear 
«ense of Divine Truth. 
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It is not clear what ideas Mahomet at the first attatihed 
to “ the spirit” here noticed.’^ They were perhaps indefinite. 
It was a phrase he had heard used, but with different mean* 
ings, hy* the Jews and Christians. That it was the “ Holy 
Ghost” (how( ver interpreted) Mahomet intended by thr 
term, is eviaent from the repeated use, though at a later 
date, of the expression “ God s.rencfthened Him (Jesus) bj/ 
the Holy Spzrit^'f But eventually there can be no doubt 
that the Holy Spirit” of Mahomet came to signify the 
Angel Gabriel. He had learned, and lie believed, that Jesus 
was born of the Virgin Mary, by the power of the Holy 
Ghost and either knowingly rejecting the d®nity of that 
blessed person, or imperfectly informed as to His nature, be 
confounded Gabriel announcing the conception, with the Holy 
Spirit that overshadowed Mary. The two expressions became, 
in the phraseology of the Ooran, synonymous. 

And Gabriel, the Spirit,” was the Messenger who com- 
municated to Mahomet the words of God, and sometimes 
appeared to him in a material form. The traditional aeeoxxwt of 
the vision of Gabriel at the comm en cement of his inspiration, 
has already been noticed. It is perliaps to this apparition the 
prophet alludes in an early Sura of the present period : — 

And I swear by the Star that is retrograde ; 

By that which gnoth forward, and that which disappoareth ; 

By thi- Night when it closetli in, 

. By the Morn when it breaketh I 

(I swear) that this verily is the word of an honoured Messenger; 

Powerful ; and with the Lord of the Throne, of great dignity; 

CU)cyed there and faithful. 

And your Companion is not mad; 

Truly he hath seen him in the clear Horizon; 

And he entertuineth no suspicions regarding the Unseen y 

Neither is this the word of a rejected 5 Devil. 

W hither then are ye going ? 

Verily this is no other than an admonition to all creatures. 

To him amongst you that willeth to walk uprightly : 

But ye shall not will, unless the Lord willeth The Lord of Creation 1 

SURA LXXXI. 

The concluding verses show that Mahomet already con- 
templated his mission as embracing the whole world. The 


* The only two other places in which '* the Spirit '* is mentioned in the re- 
velations of i/iis period^ are Suras LXXVIIL, 37 ; and LXX , 5 ; in which H 
is alluded to in connection with the Angels as present at the Day of Judgment. 

t See Sura JL, 87, 254— ci? I I I j 

cX^ j ^ ^6 IS Jj I j tho e^tpression is the same in both passages. 

So Sura LVIll., 22. He hath strengthened them (believers) with His Spirit. 
AJw/e ^ ^ ^ ^ Aj I j In later periods of the CoraB the same ver6 is used 

with reference to supernatural help, as by angels in battle, Sura /X,, 42 ; 
VII., 65 ; III, 13 ; VIII,, 25, 

t Literally driven away, and thereof unable ever to bear the secrets of Heaven. 
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vivid conviction of its heavenly origin contrasted strangely 
with the apathy and unbelief around him ; and hence is spring- 
ing up a belief in the Divine decree of election and reprobation, 
which alone could account for these spiritual phenomena,* yet 
in the very strength of the asseveration that he was not de- 
ceived, and that his inspiration was not that of a “ rejected 
devil,” do we not trace the symptoms of a lurking suspicion 
that all might possibly not be right ? 

The teaching of the Coran is, up to this stage, very simple. 

' Belief in the Unity of God, and in Mahomet as His messen- 
ger, in the rilhrrection of the dead, and retribution of good 
and cvil,f are perhaps the sole doctrines insisted upon. The 
only duties, pniycrf and charity^ honesty in weights and 
measures.^ truthfulness in testimony, chastity,// and the faith- 
ful observance of covenants. 

It is doubtful whether, at this period, Mahomet inculcated 
the rites of the Meccan system as divine. The absence of allu- 
sion to them inclines to the opinion that tliey formed at least no 
part of his positive teaching. There was at any rate a clear and 
conclusive renunciation of idolatry : — 

Sura oix.— Say, Oh, yc unbelievers 1 
I worship not that which ye worship ; 

And ye do not worship that which I worship 
I will never worship that which ye worship ; 

"Neither will ye worship that which 1 worship. 

To you be your Religion ; to me my Religion. 


* We find the doctrine of predestination appearing in almost the same words 
in another Sura of this ])eriod.—(/,XXT/., v9.) this h a E arning, And 

v)fwso wilkth takptu the iray vnto his Lotd; and ye shall not will unless fyod' wil'eih, 
for God is knowing and wise. Hecauseth such as He wilkth to enter into flk Mercy] 
but as for the Unjust, He hath piepared for them a grievous punishment, (?;. 29 to end.) 

•f Sura LXX., 2(). 

t t L, 7, 2 1 ; LXX., 23 - 33. The times of prayer are as yet only men- 

tioned generally, as Morning, Evening and Night. 

§ 5wra AA.XX///., E-.5 ; LV., 8- The former opens witli a fine philippic 
ngainst those who defraud in weights and measures ‘ What : do they think that 
t^iey shall not be raised ! On the great day I The day on tvhick mankind shall stand 
before the Lord of all creatures ?'" 


11 Sura LXX., 29— *^2. It is to be specially noted that at this eaily period, 
Maljomet, according to the custom of the country, admitted slave girls to be 
Scl * besides ordinary wives ; and they are specified by the same 

phrase afterwai ds used at Medina, viz., that which your right hands possess, signi- 
purchase or conquest. This was at a time when 
he himself lived chastely with a single wife of advanced age. Thoueh the license 
wassubsf^uently used for his own indulgence, and as holding out an inducement 

capturing females, (who would then be 
lawful concubines as ‘ that which their right hand possessed yet these 
do not appear to have been the original motives for the rule. It was in fact one of 
SuiMe ab system to the usages aud wants 



This Sara is said to have been revealed when the %0d Waltd 
pressed Mahomet to the compromise, that his Ood shonld be 
worshipped in conjunction with their deities, or alternately OV^ry 
year.* * * § Whatever the occassion, it breathes a spirit of uncom- 
promising hostility to the practice of idolatrv. 


The vivid pictures of Heaven and Hell, placed, to increase 
their effect, in close juxta-position, are row painted in colours 
of material joy and torment: which, though to us absurd and 
cliildisli — were well calculated to strike a deep impression upon 
the simple Afab mind. Rest and passive eiijoyn^nt : gardens 
verdant with murmuring rivulets, wherein the believer clothed 
in green silk, brocades, and silver ornaments, reposes beneath 
the wide spreading shade, ttpon couches with cushions and car- 
pets ; and drinks the sweet-waters of the fountain, or quaffs 
aromatic wine (such as the Arabian loved, and before Islam 
indulged in) placed in goblets before him, or handed round in 
silver cups resplendent as glass, by beautiful youths ; while 
clusters of fruit hang close and invite the hand to gather 
them ; such is the oft repeated, and glowing scene, framed to 
captivate the inhabitant of the thirsty and sterile Mecca.f 
And another element is soon added to complete the Paradise 
of the pleasure-loving Arab : — 

Verily for tho Pious is a blissful abode; 

Gardens and Vineyards, 

And Damsels >\ith swelling bosoms, of an ©final age; 

And a full cup. t 

L) tlie customary picture of a shady garden ‘‘ with fruits and 
‘ meats, and beakers of wine that causeth not the head to ache, 
‘ neither disturbeth tlie reason,’' we have these damsels of Pa- 
radise introduced as lovely, large-eyed, girls, % resembling pearls 
hidden in their shells, a reward for that which the faithful have 
wrought. * Verily, we have created them of a rare crea- 

tion ; we have made them virgins, fascinating, of an equal age,^' 

J be following extract will illustrate the artificial style and 

* flishdmi p. 79 \ Taint ti, p. 139. 

t These descriptions arc literally copied from the Coran. (Cw/. Suras 
LXXXVIU, 8 ; LXXXIIL, 22; IXXVIl, \\,LXXVL, 12.) The wine is 
in one passage spoken of as sealed with^musk, and spiced with ginger. 

t Snra LXXVJIL, 30. 

§ Huries Sura ill , 20; LVI., 24. This is the earliest mention of tho Hourios, 
or black“eye(i girls of p.uvKlise, so famous in the Mahometan system, and by which 
perhaps more than anything else Mahometanism is known among other nations. 
They were not thought of, at least not introduced into the revelation, till four or five 
years a' ter ^Mahomet had as&umcd the office of prophet. 
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unworthy materialism, into wliich this fire of early inspiration 
was now degenerating. It is taken from a psalm with a fixed 
alternating versicle throughout, quaintly addressed in the dual 
number to men and genii ; and to suit tire rhyme the objects 
are all (excepting the damsels) introduced in pairs. 

• ■ • • • 

* * * This ta IJell, which the wicked deny ; 

They shall pass to and fro Iwtweien the same artO Scalding Watet* ; 

Which then of the eigne of your Lord mill ye deny ? 

Bwt to him that dreadeth the appearing of his I.ord, shall be two Gardens 
Which then of the eigne of your Lord mill ye deny? 

Planted with Sha<3y trees, 

Which then of the eigne of your Lord null ye deny? 

In each of them shall two ibuntains tJow^ 

W fitch then of the signs »f your Lord mill ye deny? 

And in each sliall there be of every fruit two kinds. 

Which then of the signs of your Lord miff ye deny? 

They shall repose on brocade-lined Carpets, llie fruits of the two gardens hanging close, 
Which then of the eigne of your Lord will ye deny? 

In them shall be modest girls, refraining their looks, whom before them no man shall have 

[deflowered, neither any genius, 

Which then of the signs of your Lord 7vitl ye de.ny ? 

Like as if they were rubies or pearls, * 

It is very remarkable that the notices in the Coran of this 
voluptuous Paradise are almost entirely confined to a time when, 
whatever the tendency of his desires, Mahomet was living 
chaste and temperate, with a single wife of three-score years 
of age.'t Gibbon characteristically observes that “ Mahomet 
* has not specified the male companions of the female elect, 

♦ Sura LV.y 43, &c. Tho above is the reward of the highest class of beTievers. 
Another set of gardens and females is immediately after described for the 
commoner class of the faithful “And besidt^s these, there shall be two 
other gardens. ♦ ♦ Of a dark green. ♦ ♦ In each two fountains of wel- 
ling water. • * In each fruits with the palm and the pomegranate.. * ♦ 
In them shall be damsels amiable and lovelv. * * Large-eyed Ilurics, kept 
within pavilions. ♦ * Whom no man shall have deflowere(i before them, nor 
any genius.” Between each verso, the fixed versicle which tken^ recurs. 

So at a somewhat later date ; — And close unto the believers shall be modest 
females refraining their looks, like ostrich e^gs delicately covered.” (Sura 
XXX Vll.f i9.) In another passage of the s one period the faithful are said to be 
married’* to these “fair large-eyed girlsv^^ XLIV.^ 53. See also Sura 

XXXVII!,, 53. 

In four other places of a still later date, and probably after Khadija^s death, 
the wives of believers (their proper wives of this world apftarently) are 
spoken of as entering into paradise with their husbands. Mahomet may have 
deemed it possible that the earthly wives might still remain united to their hus- 
bands in Paradise, in spite of their new black-eyed rivals. (Suras XXXV I, , 55 p 
XLUL, 68 ; XIIL, 25 ; XL , 9.) 

f It is very note-worthy that in the Medina Suras, that is in all the voluminous 
revelations of tho ten years following the Hegira, women are only twice referred to 
as constituting oee of the delights of Paradise; and on both occasions in these 
simple words ;~a7id to them (believers,) there shall be therein pure wives (Sura II,, 
25 ; IV, 55.) Was it that the soul of Mahomet had at that period no longings after 
what he had then the full enjoyment of ? Or that a closer contact with Jewish 
principles and morality, covered with a merited confusion the sensual picture off 
his Paradise drawn at Mecca ? 
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* lest he should either alarm the jealousy of the former hus- 
‘ bands, or distisrb their felicity by the suspicion of an ever-^ 

‘ lasting marrl, ge.’* The remark, made in raillery, is pregnant 
with reason, aud aims a fatal blow at the Paradise of Islam. 
Faithful women will renew their youth in heaven ; and their 
good works merit an equal and analogous reward. But Maho- 
met shrank from the legitimate conclusion. 

The Hell of Mahomet is no less material and gross than bis 
Heaven, The drink of the damned is boiling water and filthy 
corruption ; on Jbeing cast into the pit, they hear it bray wildly 
like an ass: hell boileth over, it almost bursteth with fury: 
the smoke, rising in three columns, affordeth neither shade 
nor protection, but casteth forth great sparks like castles, or 
as it were yellow camels.”* 

• • • « 

And the cftjnpanions of th« Left Hand. Iiow miserable they 1 
In scorching Blasts, and scalding Water, 

And the shade of Smoke 
That is not cold nor is it grateful. 

Verily before that, they lived In Pleasure, 

And they were bent upon great Wickedness : 

And they used to say. 

What ! after we have died and become dust and bones, shall we be raised f 
Or our Fathers that preceded us ? 

Say, yea, vorily, tlie Former and the Latter 
Shall be gathered at the time of the appointed Day 

Then shall you, oh 1 ye that err and reject the Truth ; 

Kut assuredly of the Tree of ZarkhMm, 

Filling your bellies therewith 
And drinking thereupon boding water, 

Aft a thirsty Camel drinketh. 

Tills shall be your entertainment on the Day of Reckoning ! 

Sura lvi., 42—58. 

A nearer vengeance in this life begins to loom darkly forth, 
but mingled mysteriously with the threats of the Judgment- 
day and Hell, thus : — 

• • * • 

• • The day of separation I 

And what shall make thee know what the Day of Separation meaneth ? 

Woe on that day unto the Deniers of the Truth 1 
What ! Have we not destroyed the former nations ? 

Wherefore we shall cause the latter to follow them. 

I'hus shall we deal with the wicked People ! 

Woe on that day unto the Deniers of the Truth.f 

• * * Verily, we warn you of a punishment close at hand, 

Tlui day whereon a man sliall see that which his Ininds have wrought. 

And the unbelievers shall say, Oh ! would that I were dust !t 

• • • WTiat 1 are ye secure that he who dwelleth in the Heavens will not cause the earth to 

swallow you up, and it shall quake ! 

Or that he will not send upon you an overwlielming Blast, and then ye shall know of what 
nature is ray Warning 1 

And verily the Nations that preceded these denied the Truth, and how awful was ray Vengeance.) 


♦ See Suras LXXXVHL, \ ; LXXVIIL, 23 ; LXXVIL, 30 ; LXVJL, 6.. 
t Sum LXXVIL, 13, 10. 

X SuraLXXVlIL, 39. 

§ Sura LXVII.^ 16. 
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But the men of Mecca scoffed at these threats, and defied 
the preacher to bring them into execution. 

* * * And they 8ay, When gJiall this promited Vengeance be, 'if ye epeak the Truth? 
8AV, Nay, verily, the knowledge thereof is with God alone ; as for me I am but a plain Warner. 
But when they see it, the oountenanee of those who disbelieved shall fall ; 

And it shall be said, Thix is that which ye have been calling for. 

Say, What think ye, whether tlie Lord destroy rne and those that be with me or have mercy upon 
us, Who shall deliver the Unbelievers from a dreadful Punishment ?* 

We begin also to find in the Coran the arguments used by 
the Meccans against the prophet, and the mode in which they 
were replied to. The progress of incredulity may thus he 
followed, and the very expressions used by either party traced. 

The resurrection of the body was derided by his fellow 
citizens as an idle imagination ; and when the prophet sought 
to illustrate it by the analogies of nature, and the power of 
God in creation, he was scouted as a sorcerer or magician, 
who would produce from dust and dead men's bones a living 
body. 

The Coran was denounced at one time as a bare-faced im- 
posture, as Fables of the Ancients^ trumped up to suit the occa- 
sion, and borrowed from the Foreigners at Mecca ; at others 
as the effusion of a phrenzied poet,J or the absurdity of an 
insane fool. 

Jeers and jests were the ordinary weapons by which the 
believers were assailed : — 

Verily, the sinners laugh the Faithful to scorn ; 

When they puss by them, they wink at one another • 

And when they turn aside unto their own people, they tarn aside jesting seurrilously ; 

And when they see them, they say, Verily, thebe are the erring ones. 

But thi'y are not sent to lie keen'rs over tliem. 

Whoreloi’G one day Iho Faithful shall laugh the llnbidievers to scorn, 

Lying upon couches, they sliall behold tliem (In hell !) ^ 

♦ Idem., 95 . 

t Sura LXXXllL, 13 j S 1 U. 1 Sprenger lias an ingenious 
and possible theory that Asdttr is u corruption of IJistoriae, 

:J: Mnlioinet di.slikcd nothing ho much as being called « poet, and rejected the 
equivocal honor of the ai)j>eliation. lie probably felt it his weakest point ; 
conscious of the labour he bestowed on the versification and cadence of his re- 
velations, which he would have the woild believe, and perhaps persuaded him- 
self to believe, were the results and the marks of divine inspiration. 

lie afl’ected even at Medina not to distinguish poetry from prose, and would 
transpose the words of two verses the Mussulmans sang as they laboured at the 
building of their mosque The lines were 

t ^ 1 ^ ^ ^ ^ 

1 ^ j UflJ S 1 ^ ^ ! 

the termination Hid aish al dkhira, rhyming with al amdr w'ul muhdjtra. Ma- 
homet woulil insist on repeating the last lino transposed al muhajira w' al ansdr^ or 
al ansdr ufal muhdjren (thus destroying the rhyme.) Hishdmi, p, W6. 

§ Sura LXXXIIL, 29 - 34 . 
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Amid the derision and the plots of the Meccans, patience 
is inculcated on the prophet from on high : his followers are 
exhorted to steadfastness and resignation, and are in one pas- 
sage reminded of the constancy of the Christian martyrs in 
Najran.* 

There is at this period hardly any allusion to Jewish and 
Christian Scripture or legend, and but little to the legends of 
Arabia.t The Coran did not yet rest its claim upon the evidence 
of previous Revelation, or the close correspondence thereof 
with its own contents. 

The peculiar phraseology of the new faith was already be- 
coming fixed. The dispensation of Mahomet was distinguish- 
ed as ‘‘ Jdam,"' the surrender of the soul to God ; his followers 
as ‘ believers,' and as ^ Musselmam* (those who surrender them- 
selves; J) or Mushrikin, i, e., those who associate, couij)a- 
nions, or sharers with the Deity ; and his opporjents as ‘ Kafirs,' 
that is, rejecters of the Divine message. ‘ Faith,’ ‘ Repentance,’ 

‘ IJeaven,’ ‘ Hell,’ ‘ Prayer,’ Almsgiving/ and many other 
terms of the religion, soon acquired their stereotyped meaning. 
The naturalization in Arabia of Judaism and Christianity, (but 
chiefly of the former,) provided a ready fund of theological 
expressions, which, if not current, were at least wi(Jely known, 


* SuraLXXXV.:^ 

By the Heavens with their Zodiacal Signs ; 

Hy the threatened Day I 
By the Witness and the Witnessed, 

Damned he the of the PUk filled with burning Fuel, when tlioy sat around the same 

And they wcmo witfiesses of Uiat witieh they did unto the Believers. 

And they tormented them no otherwise than because they believed in God the Allglity and the 

[Glorious. 

Verily they who peiieciite the Believers, male and f male, and repent them not. 

For them the torment of hell is prepared, and a burning anguish, &,c. 

The “ digojers of the pits ” were the Jewish persecutors of Yemen, Dzu No- 
and his followers, who invaded Najraa with a large army, and having trea- 
cherously gained possession of the place, dug trenches filled with combustible 
materials, into which such as would not embrace Judaism were cast headlong. 
The persecutors are styled the contrivers or diggers of the pits or trenches. (^See 
page IG of the paper on the “ Anti- Mahometan Hiatory of Arabia,^ 

t Suras LXXXV„ 18 ; LXXXVIL, 18 ; LXXIlf 14. These passages 
contain only the most passing references to Abraham, Moses and Pharaoh. 

X Thus in Sura LXXXV.. 1 0, wc have and for 

male and female believers, ‘ Moslems,* occurs frequently, and 

o ‘ female Moslems’ in Sura LX VI, 5. 
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in a sense approaching' that which Mahomet attached to 
them.*' 

We have purposely confined our remarks to the portion of 
the Coran produced by Mahomet during the period under 
review, i. c., the first five years of his Mission. It is thus that 
the enquirer is best able *to trace the development of the 
religious system, and to observe what bearing the external 
circumstances of the Arabian Prophet may have had upon the 
peculiarities of his creed. 


^ See remarks on the prevalence of Jewish legends and expressions, in 77ie 
Ahorigines of Arabia^ p. 15, and Ante-'Miihometan History of Arabia, p, 58. 
We canno|; calculate the advantage which Mahomet thus possessed in having the 
tacit acquiescence of the Meccans in the truth of former Revelations, and in being 
able to appropriate tfie treasury of apt and ready terms already current, as 
expressive of the spiritual ideas lie wished to attach to them, or at least containing 
the germ capable of easy development. 

Thus the phrase, ** the merciful, the compassionate’^ affixed by Mahomet to the 
name of God, though known, w’as not in use among the Meccans, as wo see by the 
treaty of Ilodcibia. In dictating to the scribes the terms of this truce, Mahomet 
commenced, “ In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate,” the Mec- 
cans interrupted him, saying : Nay, as for God, we acknowledge him, but as 

for the Conipassionatc and Merciful, we acknowledge him not f then, said the 
Prophet ; Write, in thy name, Oh God V' 


aU ) lyo I I jJ li ^ ^ I ^ 1 J (J 

Ai jXi lU 1 I I ^ (Wackidi, p. 119 ^ ! Hishami, 


p. m ) 

Gergcr has examined ingenuously and carefully the Mahometan terras borrowed 
from Islam in his, Ifas not Mohammed ans dem Judenthuu c aufgenommen. 

There is much truth in the following passage : 

*■ The relation of Mahometanism to the existing Heathenism, Judaism and 
Christianity, gave also the language (Arabic) an entirely now hue. Hence we 
find here as an iramediuto result, an entiicdy m*w circle of religious ideas and 
expressions, wdiich, however, gradually passed into civil life, and here also 
partly produced new modes of expression or antiquated older ones, and gave 


them a new sense. As ^ 

foreign idioms as ^ yd ) aLH 


3 UjS" 


Havcrnick's Introduction to the Old Testament, p. 116 ; Vol, 28, if Clark's Foreign 
7'heolog, Libiary. 



THE SHAKTA9— THEIR CHARACTERISTICS, ETC. 


31 


Art. II. — Sketch of the Religiovs Sects of the Hindus. By 
H. H. Wilson, L. L. I)., and F. R. S. Calcutta, 1846 . 

To convey a clear and distinct idea of the nature and 
character of the faith embraced by the Shaktas, some account 
of Shakti, the great object of their special adoration, appears 
necessary. On this, as on every other religious topic, there 
exists among the Hindu writers, great difference of opinion. 
There are no less than three different sets of notions held of 
this mysterious principle, bearing as many different names, 
Shakti, Maya, and Prakriti. 

The opinion which, of all others, has a claim to highest 
antiquity, though perhaps not the most popular, considers 
Shakti as the power and energy of the divine nature in action. 
This active energy is, agreeably to the genius of the Hind it 
mythology, personified and invested with a female form. 
The notion of this female principle, as something distinct from 
the divine essence, has evidently originated in the literal inter- 
pretation of the figurative language of the Vedas, respecting 
the first indication of wish or will in the Supreme Being. These 
most ancient authorities of the Hindu religion, speaking in a 
sense which is manifestly metaphorical, represent tlie will or 
purpose to create the universe, as not only originating from the 
supreme Brahrn, but “ co-existent with him as liis bride and 
part of himself.” Thus, we read in the Rig Veda., “ The 
‘ Divine Spirit breathed without afiiation single, with (Shwadha) 
‘ her who is sustained within him ; other than him nothing 
‘ existed. First desire was formed in his mind, and that became 
‘ the original productive seed.” To the same purpose, but more 
distinctly, the Sama Veda says, — “ He felt not delig|it being 
‘ alone. He wished another, and instantly became such. He 
‘ caused his ownself to fall in twain, and thus became husband 
‘ and wife. He approached her, and thus were human beings 
‘ produced.” These metaphorical expressions have, in the course 
of time, and with the corruption of the doctrines of the Vedas, 
lost their figurative signification, and, with the progress of the 
present mythological system, been interpreted in a literal sense ; 
and some of thePurans have evidently contributed to form the no- 
tion of the female principle as distinct from the supreme Brahrn. 
For, although they adopt a style very nearly the same with that 
of the Vedas, yet they inculcate nothing which they do not mean 
to be literally understood. They teach that Brahrn, being 
devoid of all attributes, was alone, in a state of perfect insensi- 
bility, till having awaked from his profound and dreamless 
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sleep, he permitted to he generated within himself the wish to 
be iiiuJtipIied ; and then created beings were produced by the 
union of the wish with the divine nature. Thus, in the Brah- 
ma Vaihertta Puraa, it is said, that “ The Lord was alon# 
‘ invested with the supreme form, and beheld the whole world, 

‘ with the sky and regions of space, a void. Having con- 
‘ templated all things in His mind. He, without any assistant, 

‘ began with the will to create all things. He, the Lord, endow- 
‘ ed with the wisli for creation.” This first manifestation of the 
divine energy, the will or the wish, is Shakti, otherwise called 
Ichliarupa, a very significant name, meaning, literally personi- 
fied desire, i. e., desire assuming a rvj) or form, and thereby 
becoming in itself a separate and living existence ; and the 
feminine termination \ shows that the form which it assumes 
is that of a female. A like epithet is given to the Creator, 
who is called Ichham.mja, united with His owm will, — the 
one male, the other female. This Is clearly declared in t!io 
Prnkriti Khanda, a section of the Brahma Vaihertta Ptiran, 
which is wholly devoted to the manifestations of the female 
principle. “ Brahm, or the Supreme Jieing, having deter- 
‘ mined to create the universe by the power of yoga, became 
‘ himself two-fold in the act of creation, the right half becom- 
‘ ing a male, the left iialf a female.” 

The notion, wliich is the most popular, prevailing among 
the Hindus of all classes, is derived originally from tlie 
Vedanta, philosophy, but supported and disseminated chiefly 
by a ]H)rtiori of the Purans. According to tliis theory, all 
cren1(Ml tilings are held to be illusory, and the Shakti, or 
active will of the deity, is always designated and spoken of 
ns Maya or Mahamaya, original deceit or illusion.” 
Thus, iugi he ATorr/za “ His energy Izeing the nniver- 

‘ sal form of all the w’orkl, is called Miiya, for so does the 
‘ Lord, the best of males, and endowed witli illusion, cause 
‘ it to revolve. That Shakti, of which the essenc(^. is illu- 
‘ sion, is omniforra and eternal, and constantly displays the 
‘ universal shape of Mahesa.” 

Anotlier theory, which has contributed to form the character 
of Shakti, is founded on the Sankhya ])hilosophy. According 
to this system, nature, which is called Prakriti, Mula Prakriti, 
A'di Prakriti, is defined “ to be of eternal existence, and inde- 
pendent origin, distinct from the Supreme Spirit, productive, 
tliough no production, and the jdastic origin of all things, 

‘ including even tlie gods.” The Gita and some of the 
Purans sanction this doctrine. Thus we read in the for- 
mer: — '‘This my Prakriti, (says Brahm himself,) is inhe- 



AND PKACTIOAL INFLUENCE IN SOCIETY. 


33 


^ rently eiglitfoW, or earth, water, fire, air, ether, mind, intel- 
‘ lect, individuality.” And the passage from the Karma 
Puran quoted above, may very advantageously be cited 
pin corroboration of the presept doctrine. For there the 
Shakti of Brahma is represented as the universal form of 
all the world, omniform and eternal.” 

It is not improbable also, as some learned analysts of the 
Hindu religion suppose, that the doctrine of the eternity of 
matter was introduced by the worshippers of the joint form of 
Shiva and Shakti. Conformably to the universal maxim of 
all the Hindu sects, each of whom would identify the prefer- 
ential object of their worshij^ with the Supreme Being, and 
ascribe to the former all the attributes of the latter, the fol- 
lowers of Shiva and Sliakti, in order to reconcile the apparent 
contradiction of assigning the attribute of creation to the prin- 
ciple of destruction, asserted, that the dissolution or destruc- 

* tion of bodies was not real with respect to matter, which was 
‘ indestructible in itself, although its modifications were in a con- 

* stant succession of mutation; that the power, which continual- 

* ly operates these clianges, must necessarily unite in itself the 
‘ attributes of creation and apparent destruction : that this power’ 
‘ and matter, are two distinct and co-existent principles in 
‘ nature ; the one agent, the other ]>atient ; the one male, the 

* other female ; and that creation was the effect of the mystic 
‘ union of these principles.” 

Though these mythological fancies respecting the character 
of Shakti apj^ear to us irreconcilable and contradictory, since, 
in llie first case, it is considered as notliing hut the personi- 
fied will of the supreme Brahma; in the second, as the origin 
nal source of all illusion, and lastly, as something quite (lisr 
tinct fiom the divine essence, being eternal and of indepen- 
dent existence, yet the Hindu Shastras identify these three 
cl)aractors with each other, Prakriti, Maya and Shakti ore 
one and the same being. As co-existent with the Supreme 
Being, Prakriti is identified with his Shakti, or Jiis j)eiv 
sonified desire ; and as one with matter, the source of error, 
it is again identified with May&. or delusion. It is furtlier 
called delusion, or appearance, to show tliat it is something 
for an occasion, and which, wlien that occasion is served, wilt 
he destroyed. Hence they say, that matter is from everlasting 
hut is subject to destruction. It is called inanimate energy, 
as it supplies the forms of things, though the vivifying f>nnci- 
ple is God. To show that Prakriti is made one widi Bhakti, 
the will of Bralmia, we give the substance of a passage from 
the Brahma Vaihertta Puran : — “ The Supreme Lord, being 

F 
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‘ alone invested with the divine nature, beheld all one universal 
‘ blank, and contemplating creation with His mental vision, He 
‘ began to create all things by His own will, being united witli 
‘ His wil/, which became manifest as Mula Prakriti,” Ing 
another passage, it is said, “ from the wish, which is the. creative 
‘ impulse of Sri-Krislina, (who is in this work identified with 
^ the Supreme Being), endowed with Ilis will, she, Mula Prak- 
‘ riti, the supreme, became manifest.” The identifying of Prak- 
riti with Maya, may, at once, be inferred from the following 
lines : “ she (Prakriti) one with Brahra, is Maya, eternal, 
everlasting.” (Prahriti Khanda,) ^‘Prakriti is termed inherent 
Maya, because she beguiles all beings.” {Kidilm Puran). 
There is a very striking passage in the Brahma Valbertta 
Puran, in which Prakriti, May^ and Shakti are all blended 
together. “ She (Prakriti) was of one nature with Bralim, 

‘ she w’^as ilhmon, eternal, and without end ; as is the soul, so is 
‘ its aclwe energy ^ Hence we may use the terms Shakti, M^ya 
and Prakriti synonymously without any fear of contradiction. 

The original Prakriti is said to have first assumed a certain 
number of forms. But with regard to these principal modifi- 
cations of the female principle, the Hindu Sliastras differ as 
much as with respect to her origin. The theory, which of all 
others, appears to agree most perfectly with the spirit of the 
Hindu religion, wliicli is wholly figurative and emblematical, 
represents her in three different forms, deduced from the 
three Guna or qualities with which the Supreme Being is 
invested while engaged in the work of creation. Or in other 
words, the active energy of Bralim is resolved into three ele- 
ments or attributes, Satwa, Raja and Tama, or tlie properties 
of goodness, passion and vice, the female personifications of 
wliicli are believed to be the first manifestalions of Shakti. 
These are : — 1st, Vnishnavi, the bride of Vishnu, the male per- 
sonification of the Satwa Guna ; 2nd, Brahmdni, the bride of 
Brahma, the male personification of tlie Raja Guna ; 3rd, Rau- 
dri, the bride of Shiva, the male personification of the Tama 
Guna. Each of these three female divinities is known by a 
great variety of names, the most popular of wliich are Laksh- 
lai of the first, Sharashwati or S^vitri of the second, and 
Durga or Kali of the tliird. The names first mentioned are 
comprehensive terms, including all the particular denominations 
of the same goddess. Although it is generally admitted, that 
the first of these three forms is Satwiki, or originating from the 
Satwa Guna ; the second, Rmasi, or proceeding from the 
Raja Guna ; and the , third, IVmasi, or born of the Tama 
Gune; yet there is diversity of opinion, both vidth respect 
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to their p:eneratioii and their union or intermarriage with th^ 
male divinities, forming the Hindu triad. Thus, in the ilfar- 
kandeija Puran, nature (Prakriti) is said “ to inive assumed 
^ three transcendent forms, according to her three Gunas or 
‘ qualities, and in each of them to have produced a pair of 
‘ divinities, Brahma and Lakshmi, Mahesa and Sharashw^ti, 

Vishnu and Kali, after whose hUennarriage, Brahma and 
‘ Sharaswati formed the mundane egg, which Mahesa and Kali 
* divided into halves; and Vishnu, together wdtli Lakshmi, pre- 
‘ served from destruction.’" But how the female divinities, being 
each born with one god, came to be united w itli another, is not 
accounted for. 

^I'lie Tantras, which are full of mysteries and mystical symbols, 
while they admit the three first forms of the female principle 
to be severally the representatives of the three primary Guna, 
derive their origin from the conjunction of Bindu, or the 
sound called Anaswura^ and marked (o), with the Bij or roots 
of mantras or incantations. Every specific mantra, or a 
mantra peculiar or exclusively belonging to any divinity, con- 
sists of a or root, and the Anaswdra, which together form 
wliat is called a Nad ; and it is from the Ndd or the combina- 
tion of the two symbols, that the three forms of Shakti are 
said to have had their origin. By this symbolical representa- 
tion, the Tantras, which exalt Shiva and his bride above all 
other divinities, mean, that Bindu and Bij severally represent 
Shiva and his Shakti, the parents of all other gods and god- 
desses. Thus The Bindu, which is the soul of S/tiva^ and 
the Bij which is the soul of Shakti, together form the Ndd, 
from w'liich the three Shaktis are born.” (Kredsara Tantra,) 
Here is another attempt of the worshippers of Shiva and his 
Shakti to identify their guardian divinities with the supreme 
Brahm. 

Some of the Shastras agree only in part with the doctrine 
which ascribes the birth of the three female forms to the 
three Guna of Brahm, while others, rejecting it altogether, 
trace their origin, like the Tantras, to sources altogether 
different ; — striking instances of the wonderful agreement 
between the writers of tlie Hindu religion. In a passage of 
the Baraha Puran, w^hich has a whole section devoted to the 
subject, called Tre-shakti mdhdtya^ it is said, “ The. white co- 
^ loured Satwiki is the energy of Brahma, the red coloured 
‘ Rajashi, derived from the Raja Guna, is called Vaishnavi, 

‘ and the black Taniashi, born of the quality of darkness, is 
‘ Raudri Devi, the wife of Shiva.” According to this doc- 
trine, the Shakti of Brahma is deduced from the first of the 
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three Guna, and Vaishnavl the bride of Vishnu, from the se- 
cond ; just the opposite of what is stated in the theory first 
noticed :~there is an agreement, however, with respect to the 
generation of Tainasi, the third and the last form of the oriifi- 
iial Prakrlti. Again, in the Goraksha Sanhita, we read as 
follows, “ Will, action, and intelligence are in order the 
^ sources of Gauri, the wife of Shiva, Brahmi, the wife of 
‘ Bruhtna, and Vaishnavi, tiie wife of Vishnu.” This theory 
dismisses altogeiher the notion of the three Guna, and substi- 
tutes will, action and intelligence in their })liiee. 

But this is not all. The doctrine of Ti ishakti itself is reject- 
ed by several authorities of the Hindu religion, and su]>ersqd- 
ed by others, whicli are evidently inventions of a more recent 
date. As if not satisfied with so small a number as three, 
they w'ould multiply the number of the firbt forms of Shakti, 
to five, eiglit, and even to nine. The Shastras, it appears, have 
increased tlie number of the female divinities, according as 
they have increased the number of the male deities or iheir 
incarnations, I'he Kurma Puran gives five forms of the original 
Shakti: “ And she (Mula Prakriti) became in the act of crea- 
tion five-fold by the will of the Supreme.” And the i'orms which, 
according to this authority, the original Prakiiti is sard to have 
assumed, are: 1st, Durga, the bride, Shakti, or M4y& of Shiva, 
2»jd ; Liikshmi, the bride, Sliakli,or M^a of Vishnu ; 3rd, Sha- 
rasiiwati, the same of Brahma, or in the Brahma Vaibertta Puran 
of Hari, wliilst the fourth, S^vitri, is the bride of Brahma. The 
fifth division, lladha, is unquestionably, as Dr. Wilson very 
justly remarks, “ a modern intruder into the Hindu pantheon.” 

The names of the eight forms of the Shakti (or Ashta Shak- 
ti) are the following : — 1st, Indrani; 2nd, Vaishnavi; 3rd, Brah- 
mani ; 4th, Kaumari ; 5th, Narasinhi ; Gtb, Barahi ; 7th, Ma- 
lieshwari ; 8th, Bhairabi. {Brahma Vaibertta Puran, tlie section 
dedicated to the birth of Krishna. 1 19 Adliyhya). The following 
list contains the names of the nine forms of the female principle, 
as given in the Prahriti of the same Puran : — Jst, 

Vaishnavi ; 2nd, Brahmani ;3rd, Raudri ;4th, Maheshwari ; 5th, 
Narasinhi ; 6th, Biirahi ; 7th, Indrani ; 8th, Kartiki ; 9th, Sarvva 
Mangala. 

Besides these principal manifestations of Shakti, the whole 
body of the female divinities of every order, and of the 
nymplis and female saints of all descriptions, and, in fact, all 
living beings, whether human or brutal, of the female sex, are 
regarded as emanations of the original Prakriti, in the same 
way, as the origin of males is referred to the primitive Purusha, 
or male. In every successive creation of the universe, the 
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Mula Prakrit! is said “ to assume the different gradations of 
‘ Ansa-rupini, Kala-nipini,aiid Kalausa-rupini, or manifests her- 
‘ yseif in portions, parts, and portions of parts, and further sub- 
' divisions.'’ Thus the writers of the Purans state : — “ In every 
creation of the world, the Devi, through divine yog, assumes 
different forms and becomes Ansa-rupa, Kali-nipa and Kal^n* 
sa-rupa, or Ans^nsa rup^i/’ The Ansas form the class in 
which all the more important loanifestutions of the Shakti are 
compreliended ; the Kalas include ail the secondary Goddesses, 
and the Kalar»sas and Ansansas are sub-divisions of the latter, 
and embrace all womankind, wlio are dif«.tinguished as good, 
middling or bad, according as they (^erive their being from 
the parts of their great original, in which the Sativa, Raja 
and Tama Guna predominates. At the same time, being re- 
garded as manifestations of the one Supreme Spirit, they are 
all entitled not only to respect but to veneration. “ Whoever,’* 
says the ]3rahma Vaibertta Puran^ “ offends or insults a female, 

‘ incurs the wrath of Prakriti, whilst lie wlio propitiates a 
‘ female, particularly theyouthful dangloer of a Jirahmao, with 
‘ clothes, ornaments and perfumes, offers worship to Prakriti 
‘ herself.” 

Such is the account given of Shakti in tlie most authorita- 
tive and popular w'ritings of the Hindu Shastras. We shall 
next deteriiiine tlie cjueslioiis, — what is a Shakta, and what 
is the complexion of Ills faith? By Shaktas are understood 
the worshippers of Shakti, This is true only when we take 
tlie term Sliakli in its restricted sense. 'I'his term, which had 
originally but One primary signification, has in the course of 
time come to be used in two different senses, a general and 
a limited one. When taken in its widest sense, it means the 
allegorical rej)resentation of tlie active energy of God, and 
is synonymous with Mula Prakriti, the primitive source of 
^ods and men. In ils limited sense, it is confined to Shiva 
Shakti, the Tauiasi, the offspring of darkness, and the last of 
the first three forms of tlie original Prakriti. It is Sliakti in 
this latter sense, the bride of Shiva, whom,j*n her manifold 
forms, the Shaktas worship. The followers of the Shiva Shakti 
then are alone called Shaktas.* The worshippers of the Vishnu 
Shakti are included in tlie Vaishnava sect ; while neither does 
Brahma nor Bramani his bride appear to have any special 
adorers among the Hindus. In order to make ourselves bet- 
ter understood, we must observe, that all the religious sects of 
the orthodox Hindus, however numerous they may appear at 
first sight, may be reduced into five leading classes, viz., the 
Vaishnavas,Shaivas, Sauras, Ganpatyas and Shaktas. Those who 
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acknowledge Vislmu or liis bride, in one or other of his or her 
manifold formfi, as their gimrclmn divinity, ii included in the 
first class. Those who address their worship to Shiva, as the 
special object of adoration, are called Sliaivas. The followers 
of Surjya, the sun, and of Gunesh, are severally known by the 
names of Sauras and Ganpatyas. The last class or bhaktas, 
comprehend the wor>ihippers of the Shakti of Shiva in all her 
dreadful forms. These five great classes are commonly known 
by the name of Panc*ha-upasak, or five sorts of worshippers. 
Every Hindu, whether he be a householder, a Banprastha, a 
Saliyasi, a Yogi, or a Brahmachari, must belong to one or other 
of these five principal sc^cts. He may pay his adoration to all 
the thirty-three cotis of gods and goddesses composing the 
Hindu pantheon, but one and one only of the five divinities 
above mentioned must be his IsZ/ta Devatd or tutelar divinity. 
Here is the marked distinction between general .worshippers 
and special followers. To render this distinction more clear, 
we observe, that there are certain general formulas and prayers 
forming the ritual of worship of every particular divinity. 
These may be learnt by any Hindu from the Shastras, or from 
the mouth of a Brahman, and used in the adoration of any 
god or goddess, according to choice or necessity. But besides 
these general mantras, w'hich may be made use of by any 
Hindu, without any distinction of sect, there are the Bij or 
specific formulas, wiiich are received only from the hallowed 
lips of the guru or spiritual guide. These are kept in great 
secrecy, and repeated mentally every day, as a matter of highest 
religious duiy. The god or goddess, whose Bij or Miila 
mantra is received in the prescribed manner, by any devotee, 
becomes liis guardian divinity ; and the person tlius initiated, 
becomes the special follower of that divinity. The Shaktas 
then are the special followers of the Shakti of Shiva. They 
may in general worship any other god or goddess, but the 
bride of Shiva, in one or other of her horrid manifestations, 
must be their guardian divinity. The following passage, quoted 
from the works of Mr. Colebrooke, will much elucidate the 
subject. 

“ That the Hindus belong to various sects, is universally 
‘ known. Five great sects, exclusively worship a single deity : 

‘ one recognizes the five divinities, wdiich are adored by the other 
sects respectively ; but the followers of this comprehensive 
‘ scheme mostly select one object of daily devotion, and pay adora- 
‘ tion to other deities on particular occasions only. The Hindu 
‘ theologists have entered into vain disputes on the question, 

‘ w^bich, among the attributes of God, shall be deemed charac^ 
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‘ terislic and pre-eminent. Sankarucliarjya, the celebrated 

* commentator on the Vedas, contended tor tlie attributes of 
‘ Siva ; and founded or confirmed the sect of Saivas, who wor* 

‘ ship Mohadeo as the supreme being, and deny the independent 

* existence of Vislinn and other deities. Madhava A’cluxrjyil 
‘ and Vallabha A’charjya have, in like manner, established th^ 

‘ sect of Vaishnabs, who ariore Vishnu as god. The Sauras 
‘ (less numerous than the two sects above mentioned) worship 
‘ tne sun, and acknowledge no other divinity. The Ganapatyas 
‘ adore Ganesa, as uniting in his person all the/'^rihutes of the 
‘ deity. Before I notice the fifth sect, I must rdmind the 
‘ reader, that tlie Hindu Mythology has personified the abstract 
‘ and active powers of the divinity ; and has ascribed sexes to 
‘ these mythological personages. The Sakti, or energy of an 
‘ attribute of God, is female, and is fabled as the consort of that 
^ personified attribute. * * * IMie exclusive adorers of the 

‘ Sakti of Siva, are the Saktas.” (Asiatic Researches, VoL VII., 
pj). 279 ). 

The Shaktas, wdio adopt the female principle in the last of 
her three principal modifications, as their special divinity, — 
instead of deriving her origin from the supreme Brahm, use 
to her the language wdiich is invariably applied to the pre- 
ferential object of worship in every sect, and contemplate her 
as the only source of life and existence. She is declared to 
be equally in all things, and that all things are in her, and 
tlmt besides l»er there is nothing. In short, she is identified 
with the supreme being. Thus it is written in the Knsi 
Khanda : — “ Thou art predicated in every ])rayer — Brahma 
‘ and the rest are all born from thee. Thou art one with 
‘ the four objects of life, and from thee they come to fruit. 
‘ From thee this whole universe proceeds, and in thee, asylum 
‘ of the world, all is, whether visible or invisible, gross or subtle 
‘ in its nature : what is, thou art in the Shakti form, and 
‘ except thee nothing has ever been.*' 'J’he Shakti of Shiva, 
being identified with Shuktiman, the deity, is declared to be 
not only superior to her lord, but the cause of him. “ Of 
‘ the two objects (Shiva and Shakti) which are eternal, the 

* greater is the Shakti.” ‘‘ Again, Shakti gives strength to 

* Sliiva, without her ])e could not stir a straw. She is therefore 

* the cause of Shiva.” ('Sankara Vijaya.) 

Although the Purans do, to a certain extent, authorize the 
adoration of Shakti, yet the principal rites and incantations 
are derived from a different source. Of the Purans, those 
which in particular inculcate the worship of the female princi- 
ple, are the Brahma Vaibertta, the Slcanda and the Kalik£ 
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But neither in them, nor in any other Piiran, do we find tfle 
Ihj or radical niantra:^ which the feh^^ktas receive from their 
spiritual guides. Tliese, as well as the greater jmrtion of the 
formulas intended for general worshippers, are received from 
an independent series of works, known hy the collective name 
of Tantras. They are very numerous, and in some instances 
of great magnitude. They are all written in the form of a 
dialogue between Shiva and his bride, in some one of her 
many forms, but mostly as Um^ and Parvati. The truth is, 
that the Hiru^ writers put into the mouth of Shiva while 
addressing his wife, that ])articular name among her numerous 
titles, which suits tlie metre l)est. In the course of conversa- 
tion with her lord, the goddess introduces the subject of reli- 
gion, and questions him as to the duties of man, — the best 
inearis of procuring a mansion in lieaven, and of obtaining 
final liberation, — tlie mode of performing the various cere- 
monies of religion, — and tlie prayers and mantras to be ured 
m them. These, tlie god answers in a very affectionate tone, 
and explains at length ; and, at intervals, tries to enhance 
the value of the matter lie discloses, by alleging, that it is only 
out of love to his consort, that he has undertaken to reveal 
mysteries not to be divulged to any one else ; and, therefore, 
requiring of her to observe strict secrecy, and on no account 
to open them to the profane. Speaking of the Tantras, Mr. 
Colebrooke, in his enumeration of the Indian classics, says, 

‘ Their fabulous origin derives them from revelations of- Siva 
to Parbatti, confirmed by Vishnu, and therefore called 
A'gama, from the initials of three words in a verse of the 
Sadala Tantra. Coming from the mouth of Siva, heard hy 
^ the mountain-born goddess, admitted by the son of 
‘ Vasudeva, it is thence called A'gama.” 

I'he Tantrikas, or the followers of the Tantras, regard them 
os the liffli A^eda, in the same way as (he Puraiiikas en- 
deavour to exalt the Purans to the same high station, that 
is, to the rank of the Vedas. But the disciples of tlje 
Tantras go a step higher. Thev not only maintain that they 
are contemporary with the four Vedas, but attribute to tliem 
a higher degree of authority. Thus in tlie Shiva Tantra, Shiva 
is made to say: — “The five scriptures issued from iny five 
‘ mouths, are the East, AVest, South, North, and Upper. 

* J he five are known as the paths to* final liberation. There 
are many scriptures, but none are equal to the upper scrip- 
ture (meaning the Tantras).’* Accordingly the observances 
and ceremonies they prescribe, have indeed, in Bengal, supersed- 
ed the original or the Vaidik ritual. “They appear also,” 
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says Dr. Wilson, “ to have been written chiefly in Bengal and 
‘ the eastern districts, many of them being unknown in the 
* West and South of India, and the rites they teach having 
‘ there failed to set aside tlie ceremoniesof the Vedas, although 
‘ tliey are not without an important influence upon the belief 
‘ and the practices of the people.” 

The Shakti of Shiva, whom the Shaktas make the particu- 
lar object of their devotion, in preference to and exclusion of 
all other gods and goddesses, is said to have first assumed sixty 
different forms, each of which is believed to have a great 
many modifications. Each of these secondary manifestations 
of the Shakti, is again said to liave taken a variety of forms, 
and so on almost w'ithoiit end. Even the cow and ihe jackall 
are declared to be the parts of Bhagabati, and venerated by 
the beniglited natives of this country. Of the sixty primary 
forms of the Shiva Sakti, ten are held to be the chief, being 
distinguished by the name of Dashamabidya, or ten great Bi- 
dyas. Their names are ao follows : — 1st, Kali ; 2nd, T^rk; 3rd, 
Shorasi ; 4th, Bhubaneshwari ; 6th, Bagala; Cth, Chinnamasta ; 
7th, Dhum^bati ; Sth, Bhairavi ; 9th, Matangi ; 10th, Kainalat- 
mik4. These are the forms in which the Shaktas generally 
adore the bride of Shiva as their guardian divinity. 

The Shaktas are divided into two leading branches, the 
Dakshinficlfaris, and the V6-n»acharis ; or the followers of the 
right hand and left hand ritual. With the former, the chief 
authorities, among the Tantras, which are too numerous to be 
enumerated in this place, are the Mantra Mahodadhi, S&,reda 
Tileka, K&,Iik& Tanrra, &c., wdiile the impure ritual adopted 
by the latter is contained chiefly in the Kulachuramani, 
liudra Yam ala, Shyama Rahasya, Yoni Tantra, and similar 
abominable works 

OF THE DHAKSHINACIIARIS. ^ 

When the worship of the Shakti is publicly performed, and 
in a manner quite harmonious to the Vaidik or Puriinik ritual, 
and free from all obscene practices and impurities, it is termed 
the Dhakshina or right hand form of worship ; and those who 
adopt this pure ritual are termed Dhakshin6.charis. The 
peculiarities of this sect are described at length in a recent 
work compiled by Kasinath, and entitled Dhakskinackara 
Tantra Raja. According to this authority, — the ritual declar- 
ed in the Tantras of the Dhakshinachkris is pure, and conform- 
able to the Vedas. The general character of the form of 
worship embraced by the Dhakhinas, being, as already hinted, 
in many respects similar to the Poranic ritual, or that which 
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is common in all the ordinary modes of worship, it does nol 
appear necessary to enter upon a full detail of its particulai s. 
A general staternont of its leading parts will be quite suffi- 
cient for our purpose. These are as follows : — 

Jst. Aiichmann. The object of this, as well as some other 
ceremonies that follow, is the purification of the worshippers. 
It consists in taking up water from a copper vessel, with a 
small spoon of the same metal, by the left hand, and pouring 
a small quantity of it on the half closed palm of the right 
hand ; in sipping up this w^ater thrice witli the lips, and in 
touching with the lingers in rapid succession, the lips, the eyes, 
and other parts of the head, along with the repetition of proper 
formulae. With resj)ect to the quantity of water to be sip})ed, 
it is directed and strictly enjoined, that it must be such as to 
run down the throat to the mouth of the cesophagus, and no 
further. 

2nd. Sliasthi Bach ana. This part of the ceremony is per- 
formed with the view of rendering the result of adoration 
beneficial to the worshipper. Mention is now made of the 
month, the age of the moon, and the day in which the cere- 
mony takes place, and tlien appropriate mantras are repeated, 
such as, like good omens, are believed to prognosticate happy 
results. 

3rd. Sankalfa. This is like the prayer part of a petition. 
In this the adorer discloses the immediate object of his wror- 
ship, mentioning again by name the month, the fortnight, 
whether dark or bright, and the age of the moon. He men- 
tions also his ow n proper name and his gotra, which is ahvays 
the name of some rishi or saint. A. fruit, generally a betel- 
nut or a haretakiy is necessary, which is held in the water 
contained in the copper vessel called koshL 

4th. GhatasthapanUy or the placing of a pot. This consists 
in placing^ pot or jar, generally made of earth, but sometimes 
of brass or any pure metal, on a ^ small elevation formed of 
mud, — the mud of the thrice sanctifying Ganges is of course 
preferable to any other. The jar is filled with water, a bunch 
of mango leaves, with a green cocoanut or a ripe plantain, is 
placed on its top, and the sectarial mark called the yantra, is 
painted with red lead on its front. This is to serve for a tem- 
porary abode of the goddess, whose presence in it is worship 
fully solicited. 

6th. Sdmanya Argha Sthdpana, This part of the devotion is 
opened by offering prayers to the ten cardinal points, which, 
according to the Hindus, are the East, South-east, South, 
South-west, West, North-west, North, North-east, the Zenith 
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and the Nadir, presided over by Indra, Agni, Yama, Nairit, 
Baruna, B^yu, Kubera, Isha or Mohadeva, Brahma and 
Ananta. After this, what is called an Argha, composed of a 
small quantity of soaked rice and a few blades of durva grass, 
is to be placed on a duml>conch shell, on the left side of the 
worshipper; ?«nd if, besides the worshipper, any Brahman, or 
Brahmans be present, a few grains of rice must be given to 
each of them, after wliich, they all throw the rice on the pot. 

6th. Ashan Sudd/dy or literally the purification of the seat, 
but technically, of the posture in which the worshipper is to sit 
or stand while engaged in his devotion. This varies according 
to the immediate object of worship. The Tantras prescribe 
eighty thousand different sorts of postures. In order to 
receive clear notions on the point, we requested the learned 
pandit who favored us with a full explanation of the right- 
hand ritual, to show some of these l)y act. He did so, and we 
found them to be alf ludicrous, some veiy painful and others 
impossible. These last were of course merely explained and 
not exhibited. One in par?icular, the object of which, he said, 
is the enjoyment of continual soundness of health, struck us 
more than the rest. In this posture, the body half bent, is 
supported by one leg, the other being drawn up to the waist, 
the arms are crossed and the hands folded. We took the 
liberty to ask the Pundit, what possible connection can there 
be between this posture and the preservation of health? On 
which he very smartly replied, “ Try for a few minutes, and 
you will feel your appetite sharpened by the exercise ; and 
what can be a better preservation of health, than that which 
improves the appetite ?'' The mode of sitting which is most 
frequently adopted, is called the Kamalasana, or the lily seat. 
In this, the devotee, by folding both legs, supports himself on 
the posteriors. After taking this or any other position, he 
must purify it by repeating certain incantations. * 

7th. Bhuta Shuddhi, orthe purificationof the body. It iscall- 
ed Bhuta Suddhi, for the body is believed to be composed of 
the five elementary substances called bhuta, viz., earth, water, 
fire, air, and ether. In this observance, the worshipper is to 
conceive that his old body is consumed, and that a Aw and 
purified one is put on. It is declared that fire and nectar 
(Amrita) are deposited in every man’s forehead ; and it is by 
this brain-fire that the old body is to be conceived to be reduced 
to ashes, on which nectar being mentally sprinkled over, a re- 
generated body must be conceived to come to existence by virtu^e 
of the mantras. 
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Sth and 9th. Prdnayain and Rishyadinyas, These are intro* 
ductory prayers, inviting the presence of the goddess. There 
is one thing in them which deserves particular notice. The 
worshipper, while repeating the mantras, stops his breath by 
shutting the nostrils with his hand, and tries to continue in this 
state as long as possible. This exercise is said to lead to niira- 
cn\ons results. By persevering in it, the devotee first begins 
to feel himself light, he feels gradually lighter and lighter, till 
be perceives within himself a tendency to Vise upwards. And 
if he can so far succeed by the aid of the mantras, as to live 
without breathing for a few hours together, he at last conquers 
his gravity, tramples upon the laws of nature, and, by his in- 
ward buoyancy, ascends into the air in the sitting posture. 
Many persons are at this day believed to possess tl)is super- 
natural power, the wonderful effect of devotional exercise. 

lOfch and lltli. Mdirikdnyds avd Bnrnanyas These are 
singular rites, iu wiiich the worshipper repeats in order all the 
letters of tlie Sanskrit alphabet, both vowels and consonants, 
fronj to and from ^ to *^, each with the Anaswiira com- 
bined, as ang, ang, hang, hhang, gcvng, ghang, and so on with 
the rest. And as he repeats these letters, whicli are fifty in 
number, he touches fifty different parts of his own body, accord- 
ing to directions minutely laid down in the Tantras; and wlien 
an earthen image of the goddess is to be worshipped for the 
first time, the oHiciating priest touches also the corresponding 
parts of the idol. 

12th. Dgana, In this, the worshipper is required, by closing 
both his eyes, to form the image of his guardian divinity in his 
mind, and to fix his mental vision upon it for some time. The 
mantra, which he has to repeat on the occasion, gives a full 
description of the form, sliape, and all the bodily features of the 
goddess. 

Kith. A'hdhan, Chihshudan and Prdnjyraththd, When the 
worship is performed without an image of the goddess, slie is 
invoked to vouchsafe her presence in the jar. This is simple 
A'bahan (invitation), and the manfras used in it are, ‘‘ Oh god- 
dess ! ^ine here, come here ; stay here, stay here. ake 
up thitjf abode here, and receive my worship.” But when there 
is an eartlien or any other image to be vivified or made alive, 
the two last rites, Cliaksud'ana and Pr^inpratislha are to be 
performed, or the acts of giving eyes and life lo the dumb 
clay, which now becomes an object of worship. Here the 
worshipper touches with the two fore-fingers of his right 
hand, the breast, the two cheeks, the eyes, and the forehead 
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of the image, As he touches thesje places, he repeats the 
mantra, “ let the soul of the goddess long continue in happi- 
ness in this image/* 

J4th. Pujah, or the presenting uf offeilngs of rice, fruity in- 
cense, &c. T1 e pnjah is of two kinds, Panehopachara anu 
Slioiasopachara. In the first, which less expensive, only five 
things are required, viz., dhupa, iiicen.^e : dipa, lighted lamp j 
gandha, powder of sandei-wood ; pushpa, flowers; and nai- 
bidda, soaked rice in' the form of a cone, adorned with fruits, 
grains, curd, sweetmeats, &c. In the second, sixteen different 
sorts of offerings are presented, which, besides the five already 
mentioned, are; — A'sharia, meaning a seat, and being a small 
piece of square gold or silver for the goddess to sit upon ; — 
Swagata, a kind of reception, in which the adorer asks the 
Uevi, if she has arrived happily ; adding the answer himself, 
“ very happily — Padya, water for w^ashing the feet, offered by 
taking it witli a spoon from one vessel and ])Ouring it into another; 
— Arglia, consisting of ien or fifteeri blades of durva grass, 
saiuiel-w’ood pow’der, rice, &:c., presented as a mark of lespect, 
— Ahichmania, water for washing the mouth ; — Madhuparka, a 
small copper pot containing ghee, honey and sugar : — A'nch- 
miinia, water to wash the mouth a second time ; Snd,na, w ater 
for bathing; — Basana, w^earing apparel; — A varan, ornaments 
for the feet, arms, fingers, nose, ears ; — Bandana, in wdiich the 
Brahmanical priest walks round the image seven times, repeat- 
ing forms of petition and praise. Besides these two regular 
methods of pujaii, there are others, very simple and inexpensive, 
intended for persons of no capacity or fortune, in which nothing 
but water, flowers and sandel-wood powder are deemed suffi- 
cient for the ])urpose ; and when even these are not procurable, 
whaler alone becomes the substitute for all the necessary articles. 
And the Hindus of the present day, too frequently avail them- 
selves of this last and simplest method, and without expense 
or trouble, satisfy their own consciences, and the appetites and 
desires of their gods and goddesses, wdth cold water ! 

loth. Ldehi Mudra^ or the performance of the gesticulation 
called Lelehi, which consists in putting the palm of the right 
luind upon the back of the left, and shaking the fingers. There 
arc no less than sixty-four thousand different sorts of Mudra 
prescribed in the Tantras. 

16th. Abarana Pujah^ or the w'orship of the attendants of the 
goddess. These are the Dakinis, Sankhinis, Bhuts, Pretas and 
other infernal and monstrous beings, who form the retinae of 
the Shiva Sakti. 

17tli. Mahakdla Pujahy or the adoration of Mahdk&la, a form 
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of Sliiva. In every form of the worship of the Shakti, the 
paying of divine honors to Shiva, her husband, forms an essential 
part. To worship the Shakti alone is declared to be a great 
sin, and is threatened with severe punishments. Ihus, “the 
‘ joint form of Shiva and Shakti alone is to be worshipped by the 
‘ virtuous. W^hoever adores Shakti, and offers not adoration to 
‘ Shiva, that person is diseased : he is a sinner, and hell will 
‘ be his portion.’' 

IBtb. Balidan, or the offering of sacrifice, commonly a 
^blood offering. 

19th. Kabnjan Patheth, Reciting the glorious exploits 
and deeds of the goddess, and extolling her by praises. 

20th. Honia. This concluding ceremony consists in pouring 
clarified butter upon tlie consecrated fire, made for the purpose, 
on a bed of sand about one foot square. The leaves of the 
vilwa tree, and one or two plantains di})ped iti ghee are also 
consumed. The ashes are worn on tlie forehead, and the 
residue carefully deposited or buried in a corner of the house. 

Such being the ritual of the pure Slniktas, the question may 
be asked, do they go through this curriculum of rites every 
day? The answer is, no ; not all. I'he Hindu system, which 
is perfectly conciliatory, consults the time, ease, and conv^enience 
of its followers as much as their eternal welfare. After pre- 
senting to them the complete form of any sort of worship, and 
requiring them, if possible, to go through all its rites, it gradually 
mitigates its demands according to their circumstances, till 
the man of business is required to do nothing more than repeat 
his Mula mantra a hundred and eight times. 

Of all the rites observed by tlie followers of the right hand 
ritual, that whicli can be supposed to form an exception to the 
general rule, and which places the Dhakhiiias almost on a level 
with the Vanuudiaris, is the blood offering. In this barbarous 
practice, a number of helj)Iess animals, generally kids, but 
not unfrequeiitly slieep and buffaloes, are decapitated. Hero 
we may observe in passing, that, according to tlie Hindu 
Sluistras, there are two kinds of Bali, the Rcijasa and Satwika ; 
the first consists of meat, and includes three kinds of flesh, 
— the second of edible grain and rice-milk, with the three 
sweet articles, gliee, honey and sugar. The Puranas, for tlie 
most part, though not all, recouiineiid the latter, and condemn 
the former as involving the person who offers it in sin. 
Thus the Brahma Vawertta Piiran observes, — Let the 
' Brahman, always pure, offer only the Satwika Balij,” 
and again, “ The animal sacrifices, it is true, gratify Hurga ; 

but they at the same time subject th6 sacrificer to the sin 
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* which attaches to the destroyer of animal life. It is declared 
‘ in the Vedas, that he who slays an animal, is hereafter slain 
‘ by the slain.’* But such is not the ian^na^e of all the 
Purans, some of them do not only recounn uid the offering of 
animal victims, but enforce the sa<^rifice of human beings ; and 
to sliow how minute and definite ihey arc on the subject of 
Bali, as well as to illustrate the creed of the Shaktas, vv^ quote 
the following passage from a section of the Kdlikd Puran, 
called the liudfdraddya, or the sangiiiiuoy chapter, the whole 
of which is devoted, as the name impli'^s, to the subject 
of blood-oftering. 

SHIVA ADDRESSES BBTAL, BIIATRAV AxND JIHAZRAVA. 

“ I will relate you, my sons, the ceremonies and rules to be 
‘ observed in sacrifices, wliich being duly attended to, are pro- 
‘ ductive of the divine favur. 

“ Birds, tortoises, alligators, fish, nine species of wild ani- 
‘ mals, buffaloes, bulls, he-goats, ichneumons, wild boars, rhino- 
‘ eeroses, antelojies, guanas, rein-deer, lions, tigers, men, 
‘ and blood drawn from the offerer's ow^n body, arc look- 
‘ ed upon as proper oblations to the goddess Chandik6,, the 
‘ Bhairavas, See. 

It is through sacrifices that princes obtain bliss, heaven, 

* and victory over their enemies. 

“The pleasure which ihe goddess receives from an oblation 
‘ of the blood of fisli and tortoises, is of one month’s duration, 
‘ and three from that of a crocodile. By the blood of the 

* nine species of wild animals, the goddess is satisfied nine 
‘ months, and for that space of time continues pro}Utiaas^ to 
‘ the offerer's welfare. The blood of the wild bull and guana 
‘ gives pleasure for one year, and that of the antelope and 
‘ wild boar for twelve years. 'Jlie sarahhas^ blood satisfies 
‘ the goddess for twenty-five years, and the buffalo’s andrhlno- 
‘ ceros’s blood for a liundred, and that of the tiger an equal 

* number. That of the lion, rein-deer, and the human specues, 
‘ produces pleasure which lasts a thousand years. The flesh 
‘ of tliese, severally, gives the goddess pleasure for the same 
‘ duration of time as their blood. 

“ By a liuiiian sacrifice, attended by the forms laid down, 
‘ Devi is pleased one thousand years, by a sacrifice of three 
‘ men, one hundred thousand years. By human flesli, Kama- 
‘ khya, Chandikii, and Bhairava, who assumes my shape, are 
‘ pleased one thousand years. An oblation of blood, w^hich 
‘ has been rendered pure by holy texts, is equal to ambrosia ; 


* A fabulous animal said to havie eight legs. 
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‘ tlie head and flesh also afford much delight to the goddess 
‘ Chandika. Let therefore the learned, when paying adora- 

* tion to the goddess, offer blood and the head, and when per- 
‘ forming the sacrifice to fire, make oblations of flesh, 

“ Let the sacrificer repeat the word Kali twice, then the 

* words Devi JBajreshworiy then Lawha Dandayai Namahl 
(whiciT words may be rendered, hail ! Kali, Kali ! hail ! 
Devil goddess of thunder, hail 1 iron-sceptered goddess!) 
“ Let him then take the axe in his hand, and again invoke the 
‘ same by the Kalratrya text as follows : — , 

“Let the sacrificer say, hrang, bring, Kali, Kali, O! horrid 
‘ toothed goddess; eat, cut, destroy all the malignant, cut 
‘ with this axe, bind, bind ; seize, seize; drink blood; sphevg, 
‘ spheng\ secure, secure. Salutations to Kali. Thus ends the 
‘ Kiilratrya mantra. 

“ The Kharga being invoked by tins text, called the Kalra- 

* trya mantra, Kalratri (the goddess of darkness) herself 

* presides over the axe uj)lifted for the destruction of the 

* sacrificer’s enemies, 

“The sacrificers must make use of all the texts directed 
‘ previous to the sacrifice, and also of the following, addressing 

* himself to the victim : 

“ Beasts were created by the self-existing himself, to he im- 
‘ molated at sacrifices. 1 therefore immolate thee, without in- 
‘ curling any sin in depriving thee of life.” (^Sir William 
Jones's Worlis^ supplemental, VoL II. ) 

Siiclj being the creed of the Shaktas, the question may very 
naturally he asked, wluit is their actual practice, in the offering 
of sacrifices ? Of all the animals named in the above passage, 
only four sorts are now known to be offered, viz., he-goats, 
sheep, buffaloes, and a particular species of fish called the 
niagura. After the animal intended for a victim is bathed 
eitlier in the river, or in the house, the officiating priest puts 
his hand on its forehead, marks its horns and forehead with 
red lead, and reads an incantation, in which he offers it up to 
the goddess tlius, “ O goddess, 1 sacrifice this goat to thee, 
‘ that I may live in thy heaven to the end of ten years.” 
He then says a mantra in its ear, and puts flowers, and sprin- 
kles water on its head. The kharga, or the instrument with 
which the animal is killed, is consecrated by placing upon it 
flowers, red lead, &c., and writing on it the incantation which 
is given to the disciples of the goddess. The officiating 
Brahman next puts the instrument of death on the neck of 
the animal, and, after presenting him with a flower as a bless- 
ing, then into the hand of the person appointed to slay the 
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animal who is generally the Macksmith, but sometimes the 
woivhipper himself, or any other person dexterous in the busi- 
ness. Here we may observe m passing, that the Hindus covet 
the honor of cutting off the head of an animal dexterously at the 
time of these sacrifices. The assistants put the goacs neck 
into an nprigai post excavated at the top, so as to admit the 
neck betwixt its two sides, the body remaming on one side of 
the post, and the head on the other. An earthen vessel con- 
taining a plantain is placed upon a plantain leaf, after which 
the blacksmith cuts off the head at one blow, and another 
person holds up the body, and drains oat the blood upon the 
plantain in the basin. If it be not done at one blow, they 
drive the blacksmith away in disgrace. The Shastras have 
denounced vengeance on the person who shall fail to cut off 
the head at one blow : his son will die, or the goddess of for- 
tune will forsake him. If the person who performs the sacri- 
fice does not intend to offer the flesh to the goddess, the slayer 
cuts only a small morsel from the neck and puts it on the 
plantain, when some one carries it, and the head, and places 
them before the image, putting on the head a lighted lamp. 
After this, the officiating priest repeats certain prayers over 
these offerings, and presents them to the goddess. At the time 
of the public festivals, in which the worship of the Shakti is per- 
formed, a large number of goats, sheep and buffaloes are 
sometimes sacrificed, at the close of which, the conduct of the 
Shaktas is such as to remind us of the horrid dances of the 
naked savages round their human victims described in 
Robinson Crusoe, If a stranger, unacquainted with the cha- 
racter of the Hindus, were for the first time to meet the 
Shaktas, while engaged in the rite called Kaddmati, their faces 
besmeared with blood, and their bodies covered with clay, he 
would most likely either fall flat on the ground, giving up all 
hope of bis life, and expecting every moment to be devoured 
by those whom he could not but take for a set of cannibals ; 
or if Ills courage prevailed over his fears, he would run with the 
utmost speed, just as he would fly from the mouth of a ferocious 
beast of prey. Every thing goes on slowly, silently and 
solemnly, till the animal’s neck is put in the excavated block 
called the Hdrkat, and formed like the letter Y, when all the 
spectators and assistants cry out as loudly as they can, 
0 ! mother, Durga, O ! Kali, Jagadamba ! &c., and continue 
crying till llie stroke of death falls on the neck of the 
victim. And no sooner is the stroke given, than the tum- 
tinns or cymbals strike up, the pipes are blown, and the 
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whole assembly, sliouting, daub their faces with blood ; they 
roll themselves in it, dance like furies and demoniacs, and 
accompany their dances with obscene songs and indecent ges- 
tures, W^hen a number of nniwuls are slain, a dead cbIih 
follows at each interval, and this savage practice is reserved for 
the last In a state of high intoxication as it were, the Shak- 
tas, bidding farewell to shame and decency, dance along the 
streets, leading to the river or to a neighbouring pond, where 
they bathe thoinselves, and then return to their homes in a 
moie decent style. 

THE VAMIS OR YAMACIIARIS. 

The Vaniis or the left-hand worshippers, ad(rptaform of 
worshq) contrary to that which is usual, and they not only worship 
the Shakti of Shiva in all her terrific forms, but pay adoration to 
her numerous fiend-like attendants, the Yoginis, Dakinis, and the 
Sankinis. In common with the other branch of the Shaktas, Shiva 
is also admitted to a share of their worshipful homage, especially 
in the form of Bhairava, as it is with this modification of the 
deity, that the V(ima worshipper is required to conceive liiin- 
self to be identified, just before he engages himself in the 
orgies peculiar to his sect. Thus, “ 1 am Ilhairava, I am the 
‘ omniscient, endowed with qualities. Having thus meditated, 
‘ let the devotee proceed to the Kula worslii}).” C Shjdma Ra- 
hdsya,) The object presented to the followers of the left-hand 
ritual, is nothing less than an identification with Shiva and his 
Shakti after death, and the possession of supernatural powers 
in this life. The ritual of worship adopted by the V^raach^iris, 
is sanctioned by a portion of the Tantras, from which it is ex- 
clusively derived. It has no precedent either in the Purans or 
in the Vedas. It is quite peculiar in itself, and perfectly dis- 
tinct from every other form of worship. It resolves itself into 
various subjects, apparently into different sects, of which that 
of the Kaula or Kulina is exalted above all the rest. Thus the 
Kularnava Tantra declares : — “ The Vedas are pre-eminent over 
‘ all works, the Vaishnava sect excels the Vedas, the Saiva sect 
‘ is preferable to that of Vishnu, and the right-hand Shakta to 
‘ that of Shiva — the left-hand is better than the right-hand divi- 
‘ sion, and the Siddhanta is better still — the Kaula is better than 
‘ the Siddhanta, and there is none better than it.” The Vama- 
chtiris in general, and the Kaulas in particular, make a great 
secret of their faith, not because they are in any way ashamed to 
avmvv the impure rites they perform, but because, by being made 
public, the riles are said to lose Iheir efficacy, and become 
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abortive. “Inwardly Shaktas, outwardly Shaivas, and in so* 
‘ ciety nominally Vaishnavas, the Kaulas assuming various 
* forms traverse the earth.’’ 

The form of worship varies according to the end proposed 
by the worshippers : but in alJ the forms, the five Makaras are 
indispensably necessary. These are, Mansya, Matsya, Madya, 
Maithiina, and Mudra, (flesh, fish, spirituous liquor, women apd 
certain mystical gesticulations). They are calledjJMakara, be- 
cause they all begin with the letters m (if). Tfiiis we read in 
Shydrna Rahdsya : — “ Wine, flesh, fish, Mudra and Mail buna, 

‘ are the five-fold Mak&ra, which takes away all sin.” Appro- 
priate mantras are also indispensable, according to the imme- 
diate object of the adorer. These incantations are no more 
intelligible to us than Egyptian hieroglyphics, and consist of 
meaningless monosyllabic combinations of letters. They are 
very great in number, and are all declared to be highly effica- 
cious, if properly used according to the dictates of the Tau- 
tras. The following will serve as a specimen. The mantra 
whicli we here adduce, is calked tlie Prasada mantra. It 
is composed of the two letters, II and S, and is one of the 
very tew to wlilcli any meaning is attempted to be attacdied. 
The Kulaniava describes in the following words its excel- 
lent virtues and unerring efficacy: — “Me wdio knows tlie 
‘ excellent Prasad mantra, that was promulgated by the fifth 
^ Veda (the Tantras) and which is the supreme form of us botli, 

‘ lie is himself Shiva ; this mantra is present in all beings that 
‘ breathe from Shiva to tlie worm, and exists in states of expira- 
‘ tion and inspiration.” “ The letter II is the expirated and S 
‘ the inspirated letter, and as these two acts constitute life, the 
‘ mantra they express is the same with life: the animated woild 
‘ would not have been formed without it, and exists but as long 
' as it exists, ami it is an integral jiart of the universe, without 
‘ being distinct from it, as the fragrance of flowers, and sweet- 
‘ ness of sugar, oil of sesamiim seed, and Sliakti of Shiva. He 
‘ who know^s it, needs no other knowledge — lie who re|)eats it, 

‘ needs practice no other act of adoration.” Tlie authority 
here cited is vei’y elaborate upon the subject. 

The rites practised by tiie VauKieharis ui’e so grossly obscene, 
as to cast into shade the worst inventions winch the most im- 
pure imnginjition can conceive. “ In this last mentioned sect, 
(the Shaklas),” says a learned Sanskrit scholar, “ as in most 
others, there is a riglit-handed and decent path, and a left-handed 
and indecent mode of worship, but the indecent w^orsbip of this 
sect is most grossly so, and consists of unbridled debauchery, 
with wine and women. This profligate sect is supposed to 
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be numerous, though unavowed. In most parts of India, if 
not in all, they are; held in deserved detestation ; and even 
the decent Shakfas do not make public profession of their 
tenets, nor wear on their foreheads the mark of the sect, lest 
thejr should be suspected of belonging to the other branch 
of it/' Solitude and secrecy being strictly enjoined to the 
Ykmis, they invariably celebrate their rites at midnight, and 
in most unfrequented and private places. They neither ac- 
knowledge their participation in these most scandalous 
orgies, nor, as we have already remarked, confess that they 
belong to any branch of the Shakta sect, altliougli tlieir 
reserve in this respect is becoming every day more and more 
relaxed, if not of all, at least, of many. Those, whose imme- 
diate object is the attainment of super-human powers, or 
whose end is specific, aiming at some particular boon or gift, 
an3 more strict on the point, lest they reap no fruits of their 
devotion. They never admit a companion, not even one 
of their own fraternity, into the place of their worship. Even 
when they aie believed by the credulous Hindus to have be- 
came Sliiddhas, that is, possessed of supernatural powers ; or 
in other words, when they have acquired sufficient art to impose 
upon their ignorant and superstitious countrymen, and have 
established their reputation as men capable of working miracles, 
they take every care not to disclose the means through which 
they have attained the object of their wishes, unless revealed 
by some accidental occurrence or unlooked-for circumstance. 
Those whose object is of a general character, hold a sort of con- 
vivial party, eating and drinking together in large numbers, 
without any great mar of detection. But yet they always take 
care to choose such secluded spots for the scenes of their devo- 
tion, as lie quite concealed from the public view. They gene- 
rally pass unnoticed, and are traced out only when we make it 
our aim to detect them, by watching over their movements like 
a spy. At present, as their chief desire appears to be only the 
gratification of sensual appetites, they are at all times found to 
be more attentive to points which have a direct reference to 
the indulgence of their favourite passions, than those minor 
injunctions which require of them secrecy and solitude. These, 
however, they are obliged to observe, at least in part, for their 
own account ; for the abominations which, under tlie name ot 
religious rites, they practise, cannbt but expose them to disgrace 
and reproach, even among the degenerate Hindus. 

We shall now enumerate spme of tlm leading rites observed 
by the Vkm^charis of this country. The drinking of spirituous 
liquors, more or less, is with them no less a habit than a reli- 
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glous practice. They will perform no religious ceremony witir 
out wine. In their various forms of daily worship, in the 
forraance of all their ceremonial rites, in the celebration of all 
their public festivals, and in all their Sa«sk^r4,s and occasional 
devotions, wine is indispensable. Svery article of food wbioli 
they offer to their goddess, is Bprtnkieil over with 
in^ liquor, llere it shonid be phserved, that the orthdclox 
Vamis will never touch any foreign liquor or wine, but use 
only the country doasta^ which they drink out of n cup formed 
either of the nut of a cocoa, or of a bum^n skull. *1 ney hold 
tlie bowl on the ends of the three fingers of the left hand, viz^, 
the thumb, the little finger, and the one next to the thunfib, clos- 
ing the two other fingers. The liquor is first offered to their 
especial divinity in quart bottles or pints, but more frequently 
in chmipalas and earthen jars, and then distributed round the 
company, each member having a cup exclusively his own. The 
practice of offering spirits to the goddeSvS is authorized by the 
Sbastras. “The gourd, sugar-cane, spirituous liquors, and 
‘ fermented liquors, are looked upon as equivalent to other offer- 
‘ ings, and please the goddess for the same duration of time as 
‘ the sacrifice of a goat.” {Kalika Puran,) If there be no com- 
pany, the worshipper pours the liquor into his own cup, and after 
holding it in the manner just described, repeats his b’j mantra, 
while covering it with liis right hand. The Vamaclifiri then, 
whether he be a sole worshipper or a member of a party, brings 
the cup filled with the heart-stirring liquid in contact with his 
forehead, as a mark of homage paid, and then empties it at a 
single sip. No symptom of nausea must be shown, and no 
spittleTnust be thrown, indicating dis-relish of the celestial nectar, 
to which the liquor is said to be converted by the repetition of 
the holy text. Three times the cup must go round over and 
over, before any food can be put to the mouth. There are cer- 
tain technicalities in vogue amotig these sons of Bacchus, which 
they use in their parties. For instance, when boiled rice is to 
be served, they say distribute the flowers ; the drinking cup 
is called pnttra ; onions, nutmegs; the bottles, janlraSy &c. 
They call themselves and all other men that drink wine, hirs 
or heroes, and those that abstain from drinking, pasuSy 'i. c., 
beasts. No sooner is a child born, than they pour into its mouth 
a drop or two of wine ; at the time of its first Sankfira, called 
the Anna prasma^ which takes place at the sixth moon from its 
birth, if it be a male, or at the seventh moon, if it be a female, 
they give it pieces of cork ov shola dippe4 in wine, to be sucked, 
so they habituate the child from its cr^idle, in the drinking of 
spirituous liquors. At the time of the principal initiation, or 
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mantra grahana, that is, when the specific or Bij mantra is 
received from the Gnru, he and his new disciple drink together, 
the former at intervals giving instructions to the latter as to the 
proper mode of drinking* Whenever the spiritual guide visits 
a Kaula family, all its members, men, women and children, 
gather round him, and with great cheers and feasting, drink his 
health as he drinks theirs. There are many such families in 
Calcutta and its vicinity. Many ludicrous anecdotes are told 
of Kanla Gurus and disciples, when heated with the intoxicating 
drug, and had we sufficient time and space, we would insert 
some of them. Suffice it therefore to say, that when their brains 
afft excited by drinking copiously, their conduct towards each 
does little agree with the relation whicli subsists between 
4nera. Sometimes the relation is quite inverted, and the dis- 
ciple acts the part of the Guru, and puts his feet on his head, 
while the latter quietly submits to this height of profanation on 
the part of the former. Tliis shows to what extent the Vamis 
carry their habit of drinking, since they become so devoid of 
sense as to offer insult to the Guru, the highest object of their 
veneration. And this is no wonder, when their principle is, 
‘Mrink, and drink, and drink again, till you fall flat on the 
‘ ground; the moment you rise, drink again, and you shall ob- 
* tain final liberation.” “The zeal that is prescribed,” saya 
Dr. Wilson, “ might suit some more civilized associations : — • 

** Let him pledge the wine cup again and again. 

Till he meaaures his length on the grovmd, 

Let him rise and once more the goblet drain. 

And with freedom for aye, from a life of pain, 

Shall the glorious feat be crowned.’^ 

In justice to those who form exceptions to this general rule, 
we must observe that all V^Lmacharis are not drunkards, though 
they all drink. Some of the Tautras prescribe the «S|act quan- 
tity to be drunk. According to their prescrij)fioni the least 
dose to be taken is an ounce, and the largest not exceeding three 
ounces. Many strictly adhere to this rule, and are never known 
to go beyond the limit. Others are very delicate on the sub- 
ject of drinking. Their account is extremely singular. They 
keep wine in a phial with a very slender straw dipped in it, and 
at stated periods they touch the end of their tongue with that 
exti’emity of the straw which lies immerged in the liquor. 
There i| still another variety of the V6,mi8 who substitute cer- 
tain mxtures in the place of wine. These mixtures are de- 
clare^dinvth^i Tantras to be equivalent to wine, and to possess 
all its ihiHti^c virtues without the power of Intoxication ; such 
as the juice of the cocoanut received in a vessel made of 
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kansa\ the juice of the wat^-lemon mixeil with swgar, tmd 
exposed to the sun ; molasses dissolved in water, and eonlaiiied 
in a copper vessel j the juice of the plant called l^mcdati ; 
&c., &c, ^ 

The mode of drinking in partfes be%e described, being that 
which the V&inis adopt wlien asseiibied, not for religious, 
poses of a specific nature, but for tlie avowed purpose of dnnk^ 
ing wine under the sanction of Religion, or for the usual 
forms of daily worship (Nityakri^), tli^ Sometinies admit into 
these societies companions, if very intimate friends, who abstain 
from wine altogether, and do not like to taste it even from the 
end of a straw. These are obliged to dip one of their fingers 
in tlie p&.tr&., and with the liquor so taken, to make a spot on 
the forehead. 

In all the cerenioiiies, wdiich not only comprehend the wor- 
ship of the Shakti, but are performed for the attainment of 
some proposed object, the presence of a female, as the living 
representative, and the type of the goddess, is indispensably 
necessary. Such ceremonies are specific in their nature, and 
are called Shadkanas. Some who are more decent than the 
rest of the sect, join with their wdves in the celebration of the 
gloomy rites of Kali. Others make their beloved mistresses 
partners in their joint devotion. Here tlie rite assumes a blacker 
aspect. The favourite concubine is disrobed, and placed by 
the side or on the thigh of her naked paramour. In this situa- 
tion, the usual calmness of the mind must be preserved, and no 
evil lodged in it. Such is the requisition of the Shastras, say 
the VdiniSj^when reproached for their brutal practices. But 
here we first remind them of the five-fold Mak4ra, and then 
ask them th§>;plain question, how many among them can really 
boast of ever attaining to such a stale of perfection, and such 
thorough control over the passions, as to keep them unruflJed, 
or from being inflamed in the midst of such exciting causes. 

In this way is performed the rite called the Mantra Sddha^ 
na. It is, as must be expected, carried on in great secrecy, 
and is said to lead to the possession of supernatural powers. 
The religious part of it is very simple, consisting merely of the 
repetition of the Mula mantra, which may or may not be pre- 
ceded by the usual mode of Sba||||a worship. Hence it is 
called the Mantra Sftdban^, to distinguish it from other sorts 
of S^dhan^s, which we shall presently notice. After teh the 
devotee, under pretence of going to bed* retires into a private 
chamber, where, calling in his wife or mistress, and |n*oeuring 
all the necessary articles of worship, such ks wine, grains, water, 
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a string of beads, &c., be shuts the doors and the windows of 
the room, and, sitting before a lighted lamp, joins with his fair 
partner in drinking. The use of this preliminary is obvious. 
When, by the power of the spirits, the veil of shame is with- 
drawn, he, making his wife or mistress sit in the manner alrea- 
dy described, begins to repeat his mantra, and continues to do 
so tin one, two, or three o'clock in the morning. At intervals 
the glass is repeated, and the ceremony is closed in a manner 
which decency does not allow us to state. 

One of our neigi»bours, a rich and respectable man in the 
native community, was in the habit of holding private meetings 
with his mistress every night, for the purpose of making the 
^dhand. He had a string of beads made of chandal’a teeth, 
which is yet preserved in his family, as a precious relic. The 
beads are believed to be endowed with a sort of animation, 
to drink or absorb milk, and to show the appearance of grim 
laughter when wine is sprinkled over it. #.We have ourselves 
seen the rosary and tried its alleged virtues, but found nothing 
in it verifying the above statements. We may moreover ob- 
serve, with respect to this native gentleman (for so he was re- 
garded by all who knew him), that he never went to any dis- 
tance without his favorite mistress, for without her, who was 
fully initiated in all the Shaktya rites, he could not perform 
his abominable devotion. He retained her in his own house 
in the midst of his family, — a thing deservedly reproachful 
even in the eyes of the profligate Hindus. 

Tliore is another sort of devotion, called the Skava Sddha- 
nd, the object of which is to acquire an interview with and com- 
mand over the impure spirits, such as the Danas, Til, Betal, 
Bhutas, Pretas, Sankinis, Dakinis and other male and female 
goblins, so that they may be ready at command to do what- 
ever task the worshipper shall be pleased to commit to their 
charge. In this horrible ceremony, a dead body is necessj^ry. 
The corpse of a chandala is preferable to any other. But 
that which is declared to be the most meritorious, forming the 
shortest path to the acquisition of infernal dominion, is the 
body of a cAa/irfafa, having died a violent death, on Tuesday 
or Saturday, days sacred to Kali, and on the day of the total 
wane of the moon. Suc^ a conjunction of circumstances can 
rarely take place, and consequently any dead body serves the 
purpose. The rite assumes different forms. According to some 
authorities, the adept is to be alone at midnight in a smashdm^ or 
a place whe^e dead bodies are either buried or burnedf end there 
to perforin the prescribed rights, seated on the corpse. Accord- 
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ing to others, he eoest procure in the dead of night, fpiaf 
bodies, cut off their heads^ and then bring them home^ jJPlaispg 
tiiese at the four corners of a ^nare bos^d, be should take his eeafr 
upon it, which with the worshipper upon it, must besupportedhy 
the four heads. In this latter method, the Qarn is sometjipiei 
seated in the front, for giving necewwti^ directioiw, as well a^fbr 
the purpose of encouraging me novice and to prevent his sinking 
down under fear. But whatOyi^ preliminary slop, the 

leading features in either case are The wqfsMpper 

must be furnished with spirituous %ttai» and fried rice and 
grain. Thus supplied, he, after performing the worship of the 
Shakti in the usual manner, must continue repeating dni Hula 
Mantra without interruption. This sort of prayer is ctdled>^« 
Ere long, he is said to be troubled with a hundred fears, and 
assailed by a thousand hideous appearances. Infernal beings, some 
ekeleton-Iike, and others pale as death, some one«^legged, and 
others with feet turned backw’ards, some with flaming brands 
taken from funeral piles in their hands, and others tall as palm 
trees, emaciated, with hideous faces, and worms hangii^ from 
every part of their bodies, now dance round him, now terrify 
him with frowning countenances, and now threaten him 
with destruction. The corpse itself, upon which be has taken 
his seat, seems suddenly to revive, its pale eyes begin to 
sparkle and vrear a furious look, now it laughs and then 
opens wide its mouth, as if to devour him, who is thus op« 
pressing it with his burden, and, Ob ! dreadful to mention, now 
it attempts to rise and mount the air. The heads also, are 
said to show the same fearful appearances. In the midst 
of these terrors, the devotee is required to persevere, to keep 
steadily in view the object of bis devotion, to fix bis* mind 
firmly on his tutelar goddess, and to pay no regard to the 
fiend-like pliantomsi To the reviving corpse and heads^ he is 
directed to present wine and food, with tile View of pacifying 
thsm. If by giving way to fear, he tri^s to escape by flight, 
he instantly falls down insensible on the grounu, and either 
dies on the spot or turns mad for life. But if, in spite of such 
appalling dangers, he can continually maintain his ground, 
the evil spirits gradually cease to frightep him, and itra at last 
enslaved to his absolute will, li^ce the g^ii represented in the 
sto^ of Aladdin’s wonderful lantp^ 

We now come to the blackest part pf the worddp. 

Nothing can be more disgustii^g, notfalig more abominable^ , 
nothing more scandalously obscene, thaif the ];}te we are about 
to describe. Human nature, even whe^ it shall have reached 
the lowest depths of degeneracy, can fever be supposed to 
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Perpetrate deeds so grossly impure^ as those that are here en- 
joined as religidds acts of the highest merit and efficacy. The 
ceremony k entitled Sri-Chakra, Purnfibhisheka, the ring or 
full initiation. This worship is jmostly celebrated in mixed so- 
cieties^ composed of motley groups of persons of various castes, 
thoh^h not of creeds. This is quite extraordinary, since, ac- 
cording to the established laws of the caste system, no Hindu 
is permitted to eat with an inferior. But here the law is at once 
done away with, and persons of high caste, low casteand no caste, 
sit, eafe and drink together. This is authorized by the Shastras 
in the following text : — “ Whilst the Bhairavi Tantra (the cere- 
‘ mony of the Chakra) is proceeding, all castes are Brahmans — 
‘ when it is concluded they are again distinbt,'^ C Shyama 
Raha^a.) Thus, while the votaries of the Shakti observe all the 
distinctions of caste in public, they neglect them altogetlier in 
thll^formance of her orgies. 

principal part of the rite called the Chakra is Shakti 
$4dli&nd, or the purification of the leiuale representing the 
BhaktI. In the ceremony termed the mantra we have 

already noticed the introduction of a female, the devotee always 
making his wife or mistress partner in his devotion. This 
cannot be done in a mixed society. For although the Vdmis 
are so far degenerated as to perform rites such as human na- 
ture, corrupt as it is, revolts from with detestation, yet they have 
not sunk to that depth of depravity as to give u}> their wives to 
the licentiousness of men of beastly conduct. Neither is it the 
ordination of tlie Shastras, For this purpose they prescribe fe- 
males of various descriptions, particularly a dancing girl, a 
* female devotee, a harlot, a washer-woman, or barber's wife, 
‘ a female of the Bramanical or Sudra tribe, a flower girl, or a 
‘ milk-maid.” (Devi RahmyaJ, Some of the Tantras add a few 
more to the list, such as “ a princess, the wife of a Kfipalr, 
or of a cbandal, of a kuldla, or of a concln seller.” ( Rebati 
Tantra ), Others increase the number to twenty-six, and a few 
even to sixty-four. These females are distinguished by the 
name of Kula Shakti. Selecting and procuring females from 
the preceding classes, the Viim&ch&iis are to assemble at mid- 
night in some s^Jquestered spot, hi eight, nine or eleven couples, 
the men representing Bhairavas or Vims, and the women 
Bhairavis or N^yiklts. In some cases a single female per- 
sonkting the Shakti is to be procured. For this ^purpose a 
uWoman of a black complexion is always preferred. In all 
eases, th^ K.ula Shakti is placed disrobed, but richly adorned 
with ornaments on the left of a circle (chakra) described for 
the purpose, whence the cOremony derives its name. Som^- 
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times she is niEtie to stirtid, , stark ttake4 with 
tongue and dishevelled bain She is then purified by 'the ^ re- 
citation of many mantras and te^ts, and by the perfo^maii^e 
of the umdra or gestieulatiopfil , she is sprinkled ov^< 

with wine, and if not previodsiy b»kSated^^ the Bij mantra i# 
thrice repeated in her eaf. To t^i| lui^oeeds the worshii^o 
the guardian divinity; ami 
whom are now offered btpiled fisli^ |fesb» fried 
spirituous liquors, sweetmeats^ fldweirp aod <)irier o|fei4pgs, 
which are ail purified by the repeating of mcj^ntations an^ 0ie 
sprinkling of wine. It is now left to her choice to' fmrtake of 
the offerings, or to rest conteitted simply with verbal- wprsbip. 
Most frequently she eats and drinks till she is perfectly satis^ 
fied, and tlie refuse is shared by the persons present. If^ jn 
any case, she refuses to touch or try either meat or wine, her 
worshippers pour wine on her tongpe while standing, and re- 
ceive it as it runs down her body in a vessel held below. This 
wine is sprinkled over* all the dishes which are now served 
among the votaries. . * 

Sucli is the preliminary called the purification of the Shakti. 
To this succeeds the devotional part of the ceremony. The 
devotees are now to repeat their radical mantra, but in a manner 
unutterably obscene. Then follow things too abominable to 
enter the ears of men, or to be borne by the feelings of an 
enlightened community ; things of which a Tiberius would be 
ashamed, and from which the rudest savage would turn away 
his face with disgust And these very things are contained in 
the directions of the Sliastras, which is proved by the sub- 
joined quotation.* Here the diabolical business closes, 

i c^F)r?ic?Pt^g it 

cfnwt% 

I cwr^fn, ii 

1 * * * 

a i 

firfciri * * • I ■pf^sT .2r«i^ »r3S?rl^^ fcspCs i 
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We ftiHy Wttli Mr, Ward in his remarks on the extent ^ 
and nature of the abore practices. At present,” he says, “ the 

* persons (Vim&ch&ris) committing the abominations, are 
‘ becoming more and ^ore numerous, and in proportion as 
‘ they increase, the ceremonies are more and more indecent. 

* are performed in secret, but that these practices are be- 
‘ coming irery frequent among the Brahmans and others, is a 
‘ fact known to all. Those who abide by the rules of the 

* Shastras are comparatively few ; the generality confine them-- 

* selves chiefly to those parts that belong to gluttony, drunken-^ 

* ness and whoredom, without acquainting themselves with 
‘ all the minute rules and incantations of the Shastras.” 

It is not unfrequent also, for men of this sect, to honor (as 
they deem it) their private meetings with the name of Chakra, 
although the object of such assemblies is nothing more than 
simple merriment, to eat flesh and drink wine with a free- 
dom not enjoyed by the Hindus in general. On this point 
we are exactly of the same opinion with Dr. Wilson. In 
‘ truth,” he observes, “ few of the ceremonies, there is reason to 
believe, are ever observed ; and although the Chakra is said to 
‘ be not uncommon, and by some of the zealous Shaktas, it is 
‘ scarcely concealed, it is usually nothing more than a convivial 
‘ party, consisting of the members of a single family, or at 


Ttutc'u'lwrr'SpB-i « 

-sns sg;;B5i<TW«>r »«nr^Wii 

* * * II ^iTSTt^ ?5t<r*i’ I 

* # * a 1 

II . 

(Devi nah/aya, a section of the Rudra YamaL) The fullowin)? is a partial trans- 
lation of the passage as given by Dr. Wilson, leaving out, of course, parts too 
obscene to be translated : — 


# • ♦ *• It is to be performed at midnight, with a party of eight, nine, or 
eleven couples, fts the Bhairavas and Bhairavls. Appropriate mantras are to be 
med, according to the description of the person Selected for the Shakti, who is 
^en to be worshipped, according to prescribed forma ; she is placed disrobed, but 
richly ornamented, on the left Of a circle (Chakra) described for the purpose with 
various mantras and gesticulations, and is to be rendered pure by the repetition of 
dtflfercnt formulas Being finally sprinkled over with wine, the act hilng^sano^ed 
by the peculi^ mantra, * • the Shakti is now purified, butf&ot previous- 
ly initiated, she is to be further ra«tde an adej>tbythe communication of the radi- 
maiitra^^hispered tbric^ per ear, when the object of the ceremony is com- 
plete, The finale is what might be anticipated, but accompanied , throughout with 
maatrui uhd foriag of meditation, suggesting notions very foreign io the scenL** 
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# wliifrl) men only Hm <^nd the eotnpai^j 

‘ eat flesh and ikink apirita, the pre!etice of a^^iginiifi 

‘ observance/’ 

Here it should be observed ih the doctrines 6f liliia 

Tantras, that the rites of the Vhmi#, W|)ifetised for the sole plir- 

1 )ose/of sensual gratSflcationr^ are ait flticit and repre'^ 

leiisible. The Kularmm bj|^4he fnd many similar paas^ 

ages : they are also found in oiherTafi^:rtts/"*^JSIany pretend- 
" ers toknowledge, and who ha'ire notion wly iiiirijfted/jprli^^ 

‘ to practise the Kaula rites ; hot if perfe<Stion^ fed oMainSld By 
‘ drinking wine, independently of my comtuaitdis, then^ ei^y 
‘ drunkard is a saint : if virtue consist in eating tircii 

‘ every carnivorous animal in the world is virtuoufe: if eternal 
‘ happiness be derived from sensual intercourse, then all beings 
* will be entitled to it : a follower of the ICaula doetrmd is 
‘ blameless in my sight, if he reproves thbseof other creeds, who 
‘ quit their established observances — ^tbose of other sects, who 
‘ use the articles of the Kaula worship, shall be condemned to 
‘ repeated generations as nrtbierous as the haii*s of the body/’ 
It is only to be added,” says Dr^ Wilson, “ that if the pro* 
' mulgators of these doctrines were sincere, they must have 
‘ been filled with a strange phrenzy, and have been strangely 
‘ ignorant of human nature.” 

THE OUTWARD MARKS BY WHICH THE 8HAKTAS ARE DISTIN- 
GUISHED PROM OTHER SECTS. 

The Shaktas delineate on tlieir foreheads three horizontal 
and seini-circular lines, with ashes, obtained, if possible, from 
the hearth on wdiich a consecrated fire is perpetually maintained. 
But as such usbes are not always procurable, they generally 
draw lines of red sandel or vermillionr They sometimes add 
a red streak up the middle of the forehead, with a red obclet 
at the robt of the nose. This circular spot, they mark, when 
they avow themselves, either with safiVon or with turmeric and 
borax, but most frequently with red sandel, which, however, 
properly belongs to the Shaiva sect. 

For the purpose of keeping an exact reckoning of the num- 
ber of times the radical mantra is repeated, without whiclt» it 
is declared the worshjp|>er loses the fruitjof his devotion, every 
Hindu counts it either on the digits of his fingers, or on a 
bead-roll. # But the mode in which thil| is done is diflerent 
in diiPferent sects. The Shaktas adopt the following method. 
Taking tliree digits in every finger, the| begin at tlie middle 
digit of the finger next to llte little flng^ touching it ivith tVe 
end of the thumb, — they theu. touch the difit at the bottom of the 
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same finger, and then gq over all the digits of the little fingeriH 
commencing from the bottom, — they then come to the upper- 
most digit of the finger l^ext to it, and then coming from the 
top downwards, throu^ all the three digits of the middle fin- 
ger, end at the bottoniof the finger next to the thumb, which 
all the time serves as an index, pointing to and moving over 
ejtch digit. In this way they get the number ten. And 
while the right hand is employed in counting the mantra from 
one to ten, the left hand in the same manner marks the number 
^f tens, so that when the index has gone over all the ten spe- 
cified digits of the left hand, the mantra must have been re- 
peated one hundred times. When the mantra has been re- 
peated one hundred times, they put before them as a symbol 
of one hundred a grain of chhola^ a quantity of which they 
always procure before hand. 

Tne bead-rolls, which are used in japs, but more frequently 
in the repetition of the name of the goddess, have indices affix- 
ed to them, called shakshis (witnesses), and consist generally 
of such a number of beads as gives the number a hundred by 
being multiplied by any whole number. To mark the knot 
w'here the two ends of a string of beads meet, a bead of a 
different shape, or a tassel of silk or cotton thread, is placed. At 
one end is the index, consisting of a thread doubled round the 
string, with a knot at its end to prevent its falling off. When 
all the beads are once turned over, tlie index is placed after 
one bead, after another revolution, after two, so that the num- 
ber of beads between the index and the knot where the two ends 
of the string meet, sliows the number of revolutions, which, 
multiplied by the number of beads in the bead-roll, will give the 
number of times the name of the goddess is repeated. The 
beads are made either of coral, or of a certain species of stone 
called SphatiCf or of human bone, or of the teeth of a chanda- 
la. This last sort is said to be replete with miracles, and is 
much valued by tlie VS-in^ch^ris. The seeds of the rudrak- 
sha, and more especially what they oall the sunkhya gutika, 
are highly prized by the Dhakshinas. The beads of the latter 
sort are composed of five ingredients, namely, shell-lac, red 
lead, red sandel, cow-dung, and the ashes of cow-dung burnt. 
Strings of rudraksha seeds are also worn by the Shaktas 
round their heads, necks and arms, as those of tulasi are worn 
by the Vaishnavas. 

Various mystical figures or marks called yantras, are ap- 
propriated to the several divinities and to the different titles 
of each. Such, figures are usual|y drawn on the spot, 
where a consecrated jar is to be placed, or delineated on 
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dtlie jar itself. These yantraK^ which are helierid 
superstitious Hindus to possess manj^ Otecnk powers, are, treate|i 
of at great length by the Tantrai^ bti|. ^eetn to uiitnoiwii 
to the Vedas and ritfana^ to Vishunij 

is marked ij»,the #0<kariar tlie Shams, ia a 

double triangle. One triangle reprjisents Shiva, uniting hi. 
himself the three great attributes; ,;tb|:eiher triangle signilSea 
his consort w ith the same and r attributes^ TJie 

characteristic mark of the Sbaktas is ^ angle biseeted by a 
straight line. : - * 

. • ’ 
'CONCI- 09 K>». ' : ’ . . 

The Shaktas form the great majority of fhe Iliiidua. in 
Bengal. It has been found by computati^dn^ that at least 
three-fourths are of this sect ; of the remaining fourth, three 
parts are Vaishnavas and one Shaiva, See. The Shaktas aw at 
the same time the most powerful and inducittial party among 
our countrymen. This is owing, not so much to their superi- 
ority in number, as to their pre-eminence in rank among the 
Tarious grades of caste. Men of higher classes are for tlie 
most part followers of the Shakti, — those belonging to the 
lower grade! are generally the ' worshippers of Vishnu. This 
is owing to a circumstance peculiar to the Hindus, and there- 
fore cannot be rendered intelligible to foreigners without a 
detailed explanation. A high caste and pure Brahman sinksr 
in society, if he were to act as an officiatting priest to a Sudra; 
even of high rank, though not so far down as to become an 
out-caste. Of the Sudras, the K^yastas and nine other secon- 
dary classes are regarded as Sat or^pure Sudras. Those Brah- 
mans wdio perform the religions rites on behalf of Sudras 
lower in rank than the foregoing, are excommunicated, and 
become Patita^ or d^enerated Brahmans, forming of them- 
selves a distinct class. But there is a set of Brahmans who form 
exceptions to this rule, and who go and give mantras to Sudras 
of every grade and rank, and eat in their houses without fear 
of excommunication. 'J'hese are the Goslnnarais, the heredi- 
tary Gurus of the Vaishnavas. But although the Gosbmamis 
are not treated ms out-castes, yet, in many respects, tlifey 
hold a rank much inferior to that of tlie Idgh caste Brahmans, 
The Vaishnavas are, in consequence, regarded as inferior to 
the Shaktas, who w^ould nevef acknowledjge any Brahman as 
his Guru, who mixes freely with Sudras of ail descriptions, 
purf and impure. This accounts for the f|ct that men the 
higher classes are for the most part ihe| worshippers of the 
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fei^iale diviwity» and in this is implied a certain pre-eminence in 
rank enjoyed hy the Shiktas. 

The reh^ious practices of the Shaktas being such as are 
beliered to lead to the jpossossion of supernatural powers, many 
persons of this sect, taking advantage of the religious blinds 
ness of the great mass of the people, practise the most bare- 
fi^ed impositions. The credulity of the Hindus becomes to 
many an unexhaustible source of wealth, especially to those 
who are at the head of any religious establishment, where any 
form of the Sbakti is the presiding divinity. These priests, 
Who day and night attend on the goddess, and perform various 
mystical rites, gradually acquire the credit of having close 
intimacy and secret communication with her; and then gifts, 
presents and votive offerings are incessantly poured on the 
altar. Under pretence of healing diseases of children, and 
curing barrenness, mothers and young women are induced to 
join in the worship of Kali, when the worthy votaries of the 
black goddess, the priests, thank her for having fulfilled the 
object of their wishes. Offerings are presented, not only for 
receiving blessings, but also for personal safety. Life and 
death are said to foe in the hands of these Shiddhas. They, if 
provoked, can sooner or later, kill the offender by tlie power of 
their mantras. This deadly ceremony is called Mdranuchchataii, 
There is in a district with Which we are familiar a temple dedi- 
cated to Shiddheswari, a form of Kali, the late attending priest 
of which was a man universally believed to be of no common rate. 
The belief yet prevails in the neighbourhood, that Once in the 
Wight of iiidiguation he caused the death of a rich native for 
having indirectly called him a drunkard. The story runs thus: 
At a feast given to the Brahmans by this native gentleman, 
the priest of Shiddheswari was invited to bi» house, — the latter, 
on account of the manifold duties of the temple, was late in his 
attendance, on which the host, being displeased with his con- 
duct, for the lateness of one affects the whole company ,^said to 
him as he entered the doors, “ Well Bhattacharjya, now I 
believe the dimness of your eyes has vanished,” alluding to 
his known habit of drinking. At this raillery, the rage of the 
favorite of Kali knew no bounds. He instantly returned to 
the temple and closed its doors, strictly enjoining his servants 
not to disturb his meditation before dames from the funeral 

n ‘’e of the wretched host ascend to the skies. And, wonder- 
to relate, an hour had scarcely elapsed before the sons of 
the liqsl came to the priest with clothes rqjLind tbeir necks, fell 
«upi>liant on their knees, and with fold^^d hands implored* his 
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mercy, saying 0 ! Sir, save us and our family.*’ Tlie prloist, 
smiling, asked them what was the matter, to which they 
weeping, “ Our father is no more. No sooner had your holy 
feet left our doors, than on a sudden b}ood came out rasibw^ 
from his mouthy he fell on the Snd expired. Save^os, 

we entreat thee and the rest of his for we have nei* 

offended against thy holy divmity.’ p\*Qu this the wfath%f 
the priest was pacified, and h^ spoke t^ ikem ia an afifectlonate 
tone ; “ No fear^ my children,* you are fife,;;goch 0 tiie and per- 
form your fatlier’s funeral obsequies^”' Another marvellous 
anecdote is told of him, as well as of many others of similar 
character. When on one occasion he was bringing li^jnor con- 
cealed ki a water pot, a person whose object was to expose him, 
stopped him on the way and wanted to see what was in the 
pot. To which he calmly replied, nothing but milk. Saying 
this, he poured out the contents, and the liquor was found con- 
verted. into milk. Such persons, by taking advantage of the 
fears of the superstitious Hindus, extort money and other 
presents from them. ' * 

There is another set of impostors who pretend to have ob- 
tained dominion over the impure spirits. These go about 
doing miracles among the ignorant Hindus, by whom they are 
called in for various* purposes, generally for curing diseases, 
barrenness, &c. They invariably come at night, in a body of 
two, three or four persons, one of whom is always a ventrilo- 
qqjjpt. They require to be brought yav4 flowers, which are 
sacred to Kali, sweetmeats, curds, &:c., which being placed on 
the floor of a room, they and the visitors enter the room. The 
worship of the Shakti is now performed, and then the lights 
are extinguished. The chief actor then begins to call his 
vassal goblin by name, saying, “ Arambaraye, Arambaraye,’* 
and a hollow voice answers from a distance, “Here I am 
coming,** Soon after, a variety of sounds are heard, as of 
some one knocking at the door, windows, roof, &c., or if it 
be a cot, the thatches shake, the bamboos crack, &c., in 
short, the room is filled with the presence of the spirit. Now 
the head impostor asks him a number of questions as to 
the nature of the disease to be cured, and then begs Some 
medicine to be given, on which a sound is heard, as if something 
were thrown on the floor. The lights b^g then brought in, 
roots of plants or some such things are ;discovered. In this 
way the commanders of ghosts impose upon the credulous 
Hindus. The process is called Qiandm^ma, ot awakening 
the ghost The impbstors always fail PC^fore men of sense in 
their attempt to call in the ghost. 



68 


THB SHAKI^AS-^THEIB CHARACTERISTICS 


Mujch of the splendour of the Hindu idolatry consists in the 
celebration of the Shakta rites. The great festivals, which are 
annually celebrated in Bengal, such as the Durga Puja, the 
Jagaddhatri and Kali Pujas, the Charak, the Basanti, Butanti 
and Falahdri Pujas, are all Shaktya observances, and for the 
most part performed by the worshippers of the Shakti. These 
festivals themselves, and the exhibitions that accompany them, 
exert a pernicious influence over the morals of the people. 
The spirit in which these religious days are kept, the splendid 
and fascinating ceremonies connected with them, and the mer- 
ry exhibitions, including savage music and indecent dancing, 
that form a part of the worship, cannot but captivate and cor- 
rupt the heart and overpower the judgment of youth. The 
Hindu temples are, by far the greater number, dedicated to 
the joint foum of Shiva and his Shakti, represented by the Linga 
and the Gauripatta, Take our own city, the great metropolis 
of British India, and you can scarcely point out a street in the 
native town, where there is no temple consecrated to Kali, or 
to one or other of her numerous modifications. In the im- 
mediate vicinity of Calcutta, the temple of Chitteshwari at 
Chitpore, where human sacrifices were formerly offered, and 
the grand temple of Kali at Kalighat, are famous seats of 
Hindu idolatry. In the interiors, wherever you see any religi- 
ous establishment, you are sure to find on enquiring that it is 
one where the combined form of Shiva and his Shakti, or the 
goddess alone, is the presiding divinity. These are all plac^ of 
Shakta worship, where the Shakta rites are performed day by 
day, with more or less splendour ; where the bloody sacrifices are 
hourly offered ; and where large numbers of Brahmans assem- 
.ble for worship, and an immense concourse of men and women, 
for the purpose of presenting their votive offerings. Sights like 
these cannot fail to produce strong and lasting impressions 
upon the minds of those that witness these scenes from their 
infancy. Even the most inattentive passers by cannot but 
mark men, who either standing before the temples, call aloud 
“ Kali, Kali, 0 ! mother, save us, protect us,” or falling pros- 
trate on the ground, implore her mercy. The youth is every 
moment reminded of the veneration he owes to the goddess 
by such spectacles. In proportion as bis respect for the 
Shakta divinities increases, bis morals are corrupted by wit- 
nessing scenes of impurity which we cannot commit to writing. 
The Shakta temples are the favorite haunts of drunkards, 
thieves, robbers, impostors of all descriptions, and women of 
ill fame. 

The Shaktii processions are utterly abominable. One of 
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these processions takes place after the blood-offerin^ f^nblk 
festivals, which we have already described. Of a wwlnn: 
character are those which both go before, and follbw th# 
images, when carried to be thrown into the river or into a pond. 
On these occasions the Sbaktas utter terms most groi|sljr 
obscene, loudly and repeatedly, and fnal|e gestures the inogi 
indecent that can be imagined ; aild all this before their 
goddess and the public. What a per^jicious example does 
this afford to the Hindu youth, who ig from his early stage 
of life familiarized to scenes which shotild call forth his feel- 
ings of abhorrence and disgust. What wonder then that 
decency is so little observed among the Hindus ? < 

The habit of drinking wine, which prevails so widely among 
the Shaktas, produces baneful efiects on the minds of the 
Hindus. Leaving the Kaulas as out of the question, since 
they themselves train up their children in the habit of drink- 
ing, the Shaktas in general are more forward in trying the 
qualities of the prohibited article than any other sect of the 
orthodox Hindus, and their example stimulates others to do 
the same. This is one of the reasons why the drinking of 
spirituous liquors, which was almost unknown among the 
Hindus of yore, has gradually become so prevalent among 
them, as at this day. The tenets of the Shaktas open the 
way for the gratification of all the sensual appetites, they hold 
out encouragement to drunkards, thieves and dacoits ; they 
present the means of satisfying every lustful desire ; they 
blunt the feelings by authorizing the most cruel practices, and 
lead men to commit abominations which place them on a 
level with the beasts. The Shaktya worship is impure in itself, 
obscene in its practices, and highly injurious to the life and 
character of men. 
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Art. hi. — 8alem^ an Indian Collectoratey hy J, W. B, Bykes^ 
Civil Service. . 

We have somewhere met with an old proverb, that a late 
spring brings a great plenty. In writing of India, after so 
many have ably written, we certainly carry out the first part 
of the proverb, and can honestly lay claim to being late in the 
season, but whether we shall verity the latter part remains to be 
proved. Indeed, so much has been written, and so many ques- 
tions discussed, regarding the future of India, that if we escape 
the imputation of being of the “ imitatores^ uervum pecus,'' 
we shall give ourselves credit; as well as for the modesty of con- 
fessing thj^ we are only urging what many have urged 
before, and are only giving new form, not matter, to this 
vexata questio. Surely, if there is any truth in the old 
adage, “ enough is as good as a feast we have a rare 
feast of books set out before us, a sort of monster picnrc, to 
which several have contributed various dishes, cooked and com- 
posed after their own peculiar tastes. One worthy gentleman, 
Mr. Campbell, devoted to his own service, gives us the length 
and breadth of India in square feet, tells us of the animal, 
mineral and vegetable jtingdoms, speaks of vast improvements 
introduced into the country, and gigantic measures in prospect ; 
reads us a lesson in finance, in moral and material improvement ; 
throughout all of w hich, taking considerable pains to deify the 
Civil Service, he §oinewhat depreciates the army, delicately draw'- 
ing his readers to the conclusion, that if a man is not a C. S., 
he is nothing. And how can it be otherwise ? A man who 
has passed through the trials of Haileyburv, owned a cap 
and gown, read Greek and Latin plays^ bolted the elements 
of Sanscrit and Political Economy, wandered and groped about 
in a maze of Hydraulics, Trigonometry, Dynamics and Astro- 
nomy, with a smattering of Hindopstani, Telugu and 
Persian, and, perhaps, seen the back of ^ Blackstone, and tried 
his hand at an essay, and all this in somewhere about one year 
and a half, how can he be otherwise than a ready-made Metcalfe 
or Munro, or what is more to the point, and nearer the truth, 
how can he help fancying himself so? 

His book approves, on the whole, of the present administra- 
tion, with the exception of its want of progressiveness and general- 
ization, but does not give so favorable an account of our judicial 
system, deficient as we are in good laws and good lawyers. 
He advocates the village system, condemns the ryotwari, and 
founds the jn|j|ice of his conclusions on the fiscal confusion and 
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evils prevalent in ^ Southern India, where the ryotwari aystein 
is in force, and which contrast strongly and unpleasanlly w^^^ 
the better state oftbings in ^lie north, where the village sysi&ta 
obtains, the village lease mode settlement, however, 
tried in several districts niitier the Madras Presidency, it 
may not be amiss here to give th4 result of one trial, wMlt 
a few remarks thereon, by men whose eye and ^im- 

mediate charge the trial was conducted. ^ Much as CoL Munro, 
in 1805, pressed upon the Government the , necessity of 
establishing a permanent ryotwari settlement in the Ceded Dis- 
tricts, allowing a remission of 25 per cent, upoil the survey 
assessment, in order, by that means, to arrive at % perma- 
nent vsettlement, and to raise up a body of resident land-owners, 
the exigencies of the Government would no<||admit just 
then of so great a sacrifice. This, and the further considera- 
tion, that a ryotwari mode of management would, in its opera- 
tion, prove inconsistent with the judicial system then recent- 
ly introduced into that part of the country, induced the 
Government to resort to a settlement of villages on lease, as 
facilitating the collection of the revenue and the future intro- 
duction of a permanent settlement, as adapted to the established 
system of internal judicature, as according with the usages of 
the country, and as being compatible with its progressive im- 
provement. In Bellary the triennial lease was instituted in 
the year 1809, previous to which Colonel Munro had retired 
from India. The average annual collections, exclusive of mo- 
tespha, in the Bellary district, for 1804,’5,’§»’7, ’8, while under 
ryotwari management, amounted in round numbers to twenty- 
six lakhs and more. The annual collections under triennial 
lease, exclusive of motespha, in round numbers, ainoanted 

In 1809 ... to 23 lakhs. 

1810 ... to 25 „ 

1811 ... to 25 „ 

The revenue realized from the country during this lease, if 
viewed only with reference to the amount, would appear to be 
by no means unfavorable, but it is to be feared its effects were 
in no slight degree iiijtwious to the real interests of the state, as 
well as of the people. At the expiration of the triennial lease, 
it was found that nearly all the renters had been losers, many of 
them ruined, and that probably not ten put of a hundred would 
again come forward to offer for the septennial or decennial 
lease. To the Board of Revenue, however, it appeared that 
this had not arisen from any defect inherent in the village lease 
system itself, but rather to the effects of! too high u rent and 
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too short a lease, to the fall in the value of produce, and to the 
discontinuance of the restrictions before imposed on the culti- 
vators, then no longer capable of beijpg practised, in consequence 
of the institutions of the Civil Courts. These and other consi- 
derations, connected with the finances of Government, which 
were not yet in a situafSon to admit of the arrangement sug- 
gested by Colonel Munro, determined the Board to propose 
the continuation of the village leases, and in consequence, the 
decennial lease was introduced into Bellary in the year 1812. 
To carry out the Board’s instruction, to do every thing in his 
power to keep up the present revenue, the Collector raised the 
rent as high as could be afforded, in seasons tolerably favorable, 
remissions for extraordinary accidents being inseparable from , 
the systemgip In all eases where the potail acceded to 
what the Collector conceived a fair rent, be made a point of 
confirming him in possession ; on the other hand, where the 
potail refused, the Collector gave every encouragement to all 
classes of competitors. 

The annual collection, under decennial lease, exclusive of 
motespha, amounted 

In 1812 ... to 24 lakhs. In 1817 ... to 24 lakhs. 

1813 ... to 25 „ 1818 ... to 23 „ 

1814 ... to 25 „ 1819 ... to 24 ,, 

1815 ... to 25 „ 1820 ... to 21 „ 

1816 ... to 24 „ 1821 ... to 22 „ 

Prom this it w^ill be observed — that the collections during the 
decennial lease wA'e Rs. 3-9-3 per cent, less than the seven previ- 
ous years., and Rs. 2-8-7 per cent, less than the average of the 
triennial lease. To sum up, in a few words, the effect of the 
village leases, it will be sufficient to say that, from the very first, 
from struggles between the ryots and renters, /rom mismanage- 
ment or incapacity of renters, from the opposition and in- 
trigues of those who had been excluded from the lease, from 
poverty and emigration of the Ryots in Search of cheap lands, 
mdfrom other causes, numerous failures took place, and accu- 
mulated each year, until some 1,600 villages in the eighth 
year of the lease Iiad fallen into autamannie, of which the 
greater part had either been seized for arrears or thrown 
up by the renters as a losing concern ; in either case, the 
renter had always endeavoured to drain the ryots before he 
gave in, and in general, may be considered to have impoverished 
them before he became a bankrupt himself. In a word, the 
introduction of the village lease settlement proved a com- 
plete failure, and to get over this awkward point, Mr. Campbell 
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argues, that in the experiment, the very condition essenHal to its 
success, capita], was absent, or, as he pithily remafks, 
country having relapsed into our hands, after a long course of 
destructive wars, capital was altogether wanting. This is 
well known to us, as well as the capital is employfd in 

*two ways in agriculture. \eL In suppling seed, implem^nhi, 
bullocks, &c. 2nd. In facilitating the carriage of produce to miur-' 
kets, and is equally essential to aOy grfeat success of any system, 
ryotwari or zemindari ; and if, as Mr. Campbell says, it is 
altogether wanting in a country, Govemnwnt must advance it ; 
in which case we imagine no one will dispute that what is 
advanced is more likely to fetch a better return when distribute 
»»ed piece-meal to the immediate cultivators, than when pocketed 
in a lump by a bulky zemindar. But let us take ^r. Campe 
bell’s own ground, and own the village lease system to be tho 
only system that will answer in India, yet totally impracticable 
without capital. What, in the name of goodness, we would like to 
know, would he do with a newly conquered and impoverished 
country? Would he give it up to the inhabitants gratis, 
and for nothing for a while, until he became satisfied that 
sufficient capital had accumulated to ensure the succesi.of his 
favorite system, or would he commence with ryotwari, and 
when each individual had learnt to look upon his fields as his 
little farm, bon^-fide bis own estate, improved and cultivated by 
himself and children, and on which, confident of possession, 
season after season, he had laid out his little savings, would 
Mr, Campbell, in the face of all this, and of a long established 
custom (for capital is not gathered in a day) and in opposition 
to all their wishes and prejudices, would he change the whole 
face of things and start a village lease system ? We hope not. 
It would fail so bitterly in effecting what Sir W. Jones calls 
the principal object of our Gavernment, the happiness of the 
governed. Sudden changes, whether of men or things, be- 
get mistrust, beget a host of ills, and end in ruin. We had no 
intention of being led into the one thousand-times-told argu- 
ment, zemindari versus ryotwari, had we not read in a pamphlet 
published in 18»53, by Mr. Prinsep, formerly a Member of the 
Council of India, as follows : — 

“ The ryotwar settlement of the Madras Presidency, which 
‘ was introduced by Sir Thomas Munro, on the ground of its 
‘ affording greater security to the cultivating proprietors, has 
‘ especially failed, either as a source of improved revenue ta 
‘ the Government, or a benefit to the classes for whom it wm 
‘ devised. There is a discussion of this question in the book 
‘ recently published by Mr. George Camj^bell, a Revenue Offi- 
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‘ cer of the Agra division of the Bengal Presidency, well coiii- 
‘ petent by study and experience, to form a sound opinion. 

‘ His observations bn the subject are deserving of attention, 

‘ nor do we see how his conclusions against the system are to 
‘ be resisted/’ Alongside of this, and in opposition to a 
zetnindari mode of settmment, hear what Adam Smith says, as. 
far back as 1776: — “It seldom happens, that a great pro- 
‘ prietor is a great improver. In the disorderly times which 
‘ gave birth to those barbarous institutions, the great proprietor 
‘ was sufficiently employed in defending his own territories, or 

* in extending his jurisdiction and authority over those of his 
‘ neighbours. He had no leisure to attend to the cultivation 
/ and improvement of the land. Wlien the establishment# 
^ of law pr order afforded him this leisure, he often 
4 ^wanted tlm inclination, and almost always the requisite 

* abilities. If the expense of his house and person either 
‘ equalled or exceeded his revenue, as it did very frequently, 

* he had no stock to employ in this manner. If he was an 
‘ economist, he generally found it more profitable to eni- 

* ploy his annual savings in new purchases, than in the im- 
^ provernent of his old estate. To improve land wifli profit, 

‘ like all other commercial projects, requires an exact atten- 

* tion to small savings and small gains, of which a man born 
‘ to a great fortune, even though naturally frugal, is very 

* seldom capable. The situation of such a person naturally 
‘ disposes him to attend rather to ornament, which pleases his 
‘ fancy, than lo profit, for which he has so little occasion. The 
‘ elegance of his dress, of his equipage, of hi« house and 
‘ household furniture, are objects which, from hiS' Infancy he 
‘ has been accustomed to have some anxiety about.” That this 
has frequently been the case iu India, is evident from 
Mr. Kaye, who, in his history of the administration of the 
East India Company, writes : — “ But the management in 
^ most instances was neither able nor economical. The 
‘ zemindars were often indolent and extravagant i they mis- 
‘ managed their estates, left them to the superintendence of un- 
‘ derlingsj and were fatally given to ruinous litigation.” 

Again, in the Calcutta Review^ No. XLL, in an article beaded 
French Notions of India, the author, talking of zemindars, 
makes use of the very words which exactly bear out our idea 
of the case, that when the assessment is too heavy, all systems 
equally fail, and when the assessment is light, the zemindari 
system is more ruinous than the ryotwari. Pardon us for 
giving the whole extract. “ As to the settlemept of the land 
‘ revenue, which our author asserts to have produced such 
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‘ disastrous consequences, we are forced to admit, wiat hAs 
‘ been again and again asserted in our pages, that if aiat% 
‘ respects it is far from being satiffaetory. But that the et- 
‘ orbitance of the tax has bee0 the means of ruining the ho^f 
‘ of native gentry, we most dlstiiictly i^d emphatically deny, 
‘ That there have been large numbei^ of sales of zemindafiesi 
‘ for default of paypient of iwenu^, is quite true; and it is 
‘ to be supposed that no zemindar would permit his property 
to be brought to the hammer, if he had the me^ns of satis- 
‘ fying the claims of the Collector. But we venture to assert, 
‘ that in ninety-nine cases out of every hundred, this inability 
‘ arises, not from the excessiveness of the land tax, but from 
^ the foolish extravagance of the zemindars. We know that it 
‘ is not unusual for a family, who are deeply in debt to Govern- 
‘ ment, and perfectly aware that the sale of their estates will be 
‘ the result, unless the debt be discharged, to expend a sum upon 
‘ the debaucheries of the dnrga puja, which, if paid into the hands 
‘ of the Collector, would have extricated them from all their 
‘ difficulties. The credit of the family for liberality was at stake 
‘ on the one hand, the existence of the family was at stake on 
‘ the other ; and if they have deliberately chosen to incur real 
‘ annihilation, rather than undergo imaginary disgrace, who 
‘ shall blame the Government that, in such cases, it enforces its 
‘ claims ? We feel a real sympathy for the ancient aristocracy 
* of a country rushing on to ruin ; but it is a law enacted by a 
‘ power infinitely higher than that of the East India Corn- 
‘ pany, that the profligate aristocracy that will not be reformed, 
‘ must perish. This law is in operation in poor Ireland, and it 
‘ is in operation in India, and in both countries it is not un- 
‘ usual to ascribe its results to other causes than the real ones. 

‘ There is no zemindar who does not draw from his ryots 
‘ enough to pay the Government revenue and to maintain his 
‘ own family, in a station suited to his possession, and if many 
‘ will squander the money that ought to be applied to these pur- 
^ poses, the ultimate result is as certain as the fall of 
‘ an unsupported stone to the ground.” 

Mr. CampbeH's gratifying conclusions then, touching the 
existence of a better state of things northwards than south- 
wards, Js owing not to the existence of the zemindar’s settle- 
ment in the north, but to the lightness of Ihe assessment there. 
For Mr. Kaye, talking of the permanent settlement of Ben- 
gal, remarks, “ The assessment, originallt light, has become 
lighter by the improvement of land, anAthe eases of default 
are few.” On the other hand, if he had t^en describing the 
ryotwari settlement as existing in Madj^lis, he would have 
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said, the assessment originally heavy, has become heavier 
by the lowness of prices and non-improvement of cultivation, 
and the cases of default are many. But we will close here 
this wrangling about systems as being faf from our intention 
to open out old wounds afresh, and approving of this or that 
system, condemn the rest. Too often we have had to lament 
the huge labor that has been spent in argiyng the best mode 
of collecting the revenue, wnen it is very much our opinion, 
that the mode, whether ryotwari, whether zemindari, whether 
xnutahdari, whether by annual settlements or by lease, has 
no more to do with the prosperity or poverty of a country, 
than the lancet has to do with the health of the patient. Should 
the instrument be a clumsy one, the operation will not be so 
neatly performed, will give more or less trouble, and may be more 
paintul, but surely the Quantity of blood taken from the patient, 
is the doctor’s chief ana special care ; bleed him copiously and 
he faints, a few drops more and he dies. Is not this somewhat 
like the case with the ryot ? Have we not somewhat overbled 
our patient ? Let us look back, and we find one simple story, we 
find Munro himself, — and later than him, Elplunstone, — indeed, 
all our best and ablest men, raising their voices in deprecation 
of the griping greedy policy which meets us in every 
corner in the shape of rich productive lands, one mass of 
waste and weeds from over-assessment. What use is there, from 
year to year, of the zealous civil servant drawing attention in his 
report to the cheapness of grain in one part of his district, and 
famine prices in another, the distance of mAfklsta, the absence of 
roads, and of any other communications, difficulty of collec- 
tion, the poverty of the ryot, and the high aese^sBaentof the fi^ds ? 
Is the matter put aside for special investigation? Is the Collector 
called upon for further information, or encouraged to act upon 
his own discretion, and make a trial of some small reduction ? 
Oh! no! systematic silence and habitual indiflerence to 
his views, depress him to despair, and freeze him to inactivity, 
in which, driven to spend his best and latest years, he forgets, 
that as in youth, we require something of the tardiness of age, 
so in age we must labour to recall the fire and impetuosity of 
youth. Should, however, by good luck, be found a man of 
unflagging zeal and dogged perseverance, who, indifferent alike 
to favor and to censure, never ceases month by month, year by 
year, ringing his change in the ears of the placid old gentlemen 
of the Board, that the country is over-taxed, probably, just as 
he is in the last despair, will come a few miserable words, insert- 
ed in some official paper, that the exigencies of the Govern- 
ment at present admit of no reduction. Is it not almost 
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beyond belief, that men can be so blind as not to see, tlial 
provement in the circumstances of the ryot tends, in 
ran, both directly and indirectly, to. more extensive an4 int? 
proved cultivation, to greater lyealfti and to an increase of 
revenue ? — ^letting alone what Adam Smith says, that, “ It if 
‘ but equity, that they whp feed? clothe and lodge tl^ 

‘ w hole body of the people, should^ Wave such a share of tljp 
‘ produce of their own labour, as to )b© thpmselves tolerably 
‘ well fed, clothed and lodged/* We shall recur to this again ; 
in the mean time let us close Idi*. CampbeH’s account) and em- 
bark awhile in his ship of state, in which be aclj^atps one 
minister for each department, viz., the political, inter®, judicial, 
agrarian, finance and military, the w^hole, with the ^ominander^r 
in-Chief and Lieutenant^Ciovernor to form the CabWet 0ounci| 
of the Governor-Genei^aL This may be a mode of Government 
the most suitable to Indifij. and may not ; it has not yet been 
carried into effect, so we cannot give an opinion of its merits^ 
Of this, however, we are quite certain, that until our Courts of 
Justice are less cumbersome and quicker in action, more 
accessible and acceptable to the people, until the land is more 
evenly and fairly assessed, we can well waive all other consi- 
derations as of very minor importance, and take leave of Mr. 
Campbell and his ship, in the words of Horace : — 

Oh ! Navis, referent in mare te novi 

Fluctm ! O quid agis ? fortiter occupa 
Portum — Non7ie vides ut 
Nudum remigia latus ; 

JEtmalus celeri" saucius Africa 
Antenncsque gemunt ? 

Let iis now take up a volume, which Dykes, of the Madras 
Civil Service has contributed to the felst, and confined to the 
history, and , description of one districf in our vast eastern 
possesaiqi^^ formerly fortunate under the fostering charge of 
Sir Munro, but now shaded, with the rest of the 

Deccan, u^^ler that huge dark tree, which cripples and stunts 
the growth of every thing bJEieath it. Mr. Dykes commences 
his account of the district with the beginning of this 
century, (about which time, or thereabout, the district fell into 
our possession) and boldly diving into the middle of a sea of 
musty records, brings to light a quantity of local information, 
valuable enough to men whose duties lead them to that part 
of the country, but possessing little interest to the general 
reader. The system by which Colonels Read and Munro drove 
out mistrust and disaffection, sprea^ Ihe gifts of peace and 
contentment through every nook^^ptbe district; how con- 



IS THE CEDED D18TRICT87*1ADEAS. 

iidence, like a sun ray through a mass of cloud, shone gently 
out and smiled upon tlie villages and tanks ; how Munro, once 
an enemy, sjidoa afterwards the champion of the ryotwari 
system, all this is clearly and distinctly recorded, while page 
upon page of official letters and local orders quoted in 
exhibit a very detailed view of the machinery in 
motion throughout an Indian bollectorate. Would that we 
could stop here and close the volume, or rather would that 
%e author had never strained a nerve in a vain effort to reach 
ibe utile cum dulci mode of writing, which alone in charity we 
imagine to have produced such stuff, as the graceful Hindoo 
with her bright “ polished urn tripping lightly homewards at 
eventide from the lotus-veiled pool/' How a man who has 
spent a dozen years in India, ridden through a bazar and seen 
a common village tank, can confound graceful Hindoos and 
lotus-veiled pools, with the chatter and gabble of those we too 
often meet tripping home with water, is no small wonder, and 
spoils the book for the Indian reader. To men grown yellow out 
here, such artificial patches cast ridicule on the whole. ‘ 

So we pass on to another gentleman, who has, most 
conscientiously, and at the same time most ingeniously, 
said all that can be said in favor of the existing state of 
things in India. Adroitly comparing England with 
India, and stringing together a heap of obsolete bar- 
barisms, formerly common in Great Britain, and lament- 
ing the many wants and abuses of the present day at home, 
and groaning for Ireland and its “ howling wildernesses,” he 
claims for the Government of India, equally with of 
England, the right to be called a Government of jPf^igites ! 
India a Government of Progress! Hear the &o- 

nomist^s opinion of a Government of Progress, ^nd judge 
whether Madras has the smallest claim to themtle. “It 
‘ deserves to be remarked, (he says,) that it is in the pro- 
‘ gressive state, while the Society is advancing to the further ac- 
‘ quisition rather than when it hits acquired its Ifll comple- 
‘ ment of riches, that the condition of the labouring poor, of 

* the great body of the people, seems to be the happiest, and 

* the most comfortable, it is hard in th£ stationary, and miser- 
‘ able in the declining state. The progressive state is, in reality, 

‘ the cheerful and the hearty state, to all the different orders 

* of society, the stationary is dull, the declining melancholy.^* 
Where is the comfort, the ease and plenty, the cheerful and 

hearty state of society, or the encouragement of industry 
under the Madras Presidency ? 

That there is progress we do not absolutely deny ; but assured- 
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ly it is of the tardiest. Could we but quietly induce old time to 
stop his flight a while, and call back to life some anciei|| bonei 
which have whitened the soil for a centitry or more ; how <|uietl|r 
Mr. Bones would look around and find the same fields, t^ same 
skies, the same customs, the same contracts, the same com-^* 
merce, the same dispositions, the i^ttoe hope*’? the same pover- 
ty, every thing the same. Whatever plea, therefore, we may urge 
ill palliation wr neglect, however mheb men of singular do- 
stinacy may repeat, that the resources of Government,.:exbaus^ 
ed by war and other expenses, will not allow of outlays, what- 
ever excuses, in a word, we may conjure up, one thing is certain, 
much in India has been done which ouglit not to have been 
done, and more has been left undone which ought to bav^ been 
done, and the country has been stationary, is still stiitionarj, 
and unless we arrive at the cause, and strike at the root, will 
remain stationary. Col. Cotton, in a work lately published by 
him, has very ably pointed out all this, and surely, if acknow- 
ledged ability and practical experience extended over a large 
number of years, carry any weight with them, all must agree 
with him, that something is radically wrong, and that India is ill, 
and feeling convinced of this, should consider it their duty to 
search out a cure. We do not go the length Col. Cotton does in 
advertizing his favorite theme of Public Works as the sole and 
only remedy for India’s ills. Fully alive as he is to the thousand 
charges of omissions and delays urged from time to time, with 
such justice, against the East India Company, and disgusted 
beyond measure at the feeble, crooked, penny-wise, pound-fool- 
ish policy, which from the commencement has characterized 
our JJastern rule, — no wonder though he writes in very sickness 
Iky s on the lash like oiie whose hopes and ambitions 
have bkeii^.cbecked, whose zeal has beeu overlooked, perhaps 
abused, duct whose love for India has been well nigh 
smothered and extinguished by the policy of a Government as 
impolitic, as short-sighted and illiberal, — no wonder, we repeat, 
while declaiming against our hitherto ruinous policy, which has 
ended in universal poverty and want, though he is led some- 
what away in recoramencfation of his favorite theme— Public 
Works. We trust that now, at least, no one will question 
the advantages to be derived from them; the necessity for Such 
is obvious and of paramount importance to every country ; as 
fire to the steam engine, as water to tli# mill, sails to a ship, 
so are Public Works the locomotive power, the very thews 
and sinews of a kingdom. Bat where in India is the engine, 
or the mill, or the ship. Ride into any village (in the Ceded 
Districts) and mark its condition, i^ utter prostration in regard 
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to progress, the total absence of a sign even of wealth or of 
capital, or of improvements in land or houses ; take 
up the simplest case of an assault, and learn the utter 
ignorance of any thing like a duty or obligation to speak 
the truth, though solemnly sworn before God to tell 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. Do this, 
and you will but too readily confess, that two great obstacles 
stand in the way of all improvement, and like two deadly blights, 
eat up and wither the very heart of the country. These are 

1 poverty and ignorance. Before then we* give an impetus to 
arge Public Works, and spend our time in devising plans and 
calculating estimates, or at any rate, simultaneously, let us 
clear away these two scourges, and place the ryot on a heal- 
thier and sounder footing. That great efforts have of late years 
been made on behalf of education, we are aware of, as well as 
of the existence of an Educational Department, of schools 
and of colleges. All this incontestably betokens a sign that 
the crying wants of the natives have at last raised a faint echo 
in England, and a few, a very few are at last awakened to a 
sense of the huge responsibility hanging over us and darken- 
ing our bright shield of fame, when we consider the utter 
debasement and ignorance of millions of our fellow subjects 
in Hindoostan. True it is, much is talked of education, and 
plans, are being carried out, but how limited in extent, and in 
some cases how uiis-directed ! It is not however our, intention 
at present to pursue this part of the subject further than to 
remark, that in this as in every thing else, Madras is far behind 
her sister Presidencies. Yet there is hope for us, for at a great 
dinner given to Lord Harris, before leaving England, the 
Chairman we see talked much about a subject which we trust is 
uot all talk, and that the matter will be taken up in earnest. It 
must be long before the natives in general can be adivanced to a 
high state of education, yet the sooner it is begun the better, 
and the officers of Government ought, both in their public and 
private capacities, to exhibit a close and lively interest in it, and 
throw all their influence into the scale. 

Let us now look at poverty, that greater curse of the 
country ; in as much as it more immediately and directly affects 
every individual, — let us examine into its causes and effects. It 
has already been the occasion of volumes upon volumes having- 
been written ad nanseam, under the title of, The best mode of 
Bevbnub Collection, &c. in which, while each grows hot and 
furious in advocating liis darling system of collection, he over- 
looks the ryots* means ; whereas, were they present, the mode 
of collecting the revenue would be a question of as much 
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moHient, as at which end of the street he waf to begin eolleett 
ing, would be to the Water-rate man in London. In truth, the 
poverty of the ryot has hitherto stood out a huge moiitilahfe 
which all have endeavoured to surmount, some by one way, 
some by another, some by foot-path, Some by bridle-patpv 
some by turnpike, one slowly, another quickly, but all withoitt 
success. And why ? Because we havte hurried along the r^ad 
with little thought, we have never woP ^rveyed our ground^ 
and considered which path is most advantageous, which opens 
out the widest prospect, and above all, whiim is most acceptable 
to the country and its inhabitants. Surely, when g people are 
so universally poor, one of the best and readiest reliefs, and 
one which would affect the greatest number most beneficially, 
is the reduction of the land tax. Here some one may ask, — a 
reduction of the land tax, how is this ? Your district came un- 
der possession of the British Government in 1800, its resources 
greatly impaired by frequent change of masters, the ravages 
of large bodies of horse and Pindaries, during the Mysore 
war, the commotions of rebellious Poligars, the effects of the 
famine of 1792-3, and still more recent oppressions of the Nizam 
Government, on which account every acre of the district was 
surveyed, classed and assessed (under Sir T. Munro) by com- 
paring the collections under native princes with those under 
British Government, and the estimates of the ordinary and 
head assessors, with the opinions of the principal natives, 
and the real sum fixed from 5 to 16 per cent, under the re- 
sult arrived at, besides a further reduction of 1 or per cent, 
after the first year’s experiment of the survey rates ; and in 
addition to all this, the district accustomed to pay a money 
rent from the time of its conquest by the Kings of Golconda,— 
how is it, some one might ask, you now* complain that the land 
is so sadly over- taxed ? We answer in the words of 8ir 
Mathew Hale. “ Time is the wisest thing under heaven. 
‘ Those very laws which at first seemed the wisest constitution 
‘ under heaven, have some flaws and defects discovered in 
‘ them by time.” 

And in like manner that tax, which was deemed just, appro- 
priate and easy, under the conciliatory administration of 1800* — 6, 
and by which, in a few years, the cultivation of the province 
just ceded to us was double what it was at the period of its 
cession, has become by time, in 1854, heavy, unjust and insup- 
portable. Otherwise, why so much compulsion and tying on of 
waste in the tilling of the‘ plains, why so many peons hounding 
defaulters from village to village, why the necessity of so matiy 
paltry remissions, if ever so small ^ wiint of rain, or ever so 
trifling an accident befalls the cultivaW? Why such loss of life 
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and numbers of deserted villages, should the monsoon fail or 
the province be Waited by any other calamity — do you ask why ? 
We say, simply because we drain the ryot of every pice, and leave 
him empty bellied. That such is the case, is evident on all 
sides of us, and that thousands upon thousands of the best and 
riclies(^ acres in the Ceded Districts are waste, and that the ryots 
for a length of years have gradually been relinquishing the 
highest assessed lands for the scanty and lighter assessed ones, 
is equally evident and cannot be challenged. This is parti- 
cularly observable in cotton soil, and how Mr. Prinsep arrives 
at the conclusion, in his pamphlet before alluded to, that the 
complaint of the Manchester Association, “ about the present 
‘ high rent of land, beiug one of the hinderances to growing 
* Cotton cheap,” is a complaint betraying ignorance of the first 
principles of Political Economy, and requiring no answer, is 
beyond us to fathom. The most careless traveller could 
not walk through the districts and not notice the miles and 
miles of rich black soil, plains eminently adopted for cotton, 
without a yard of cultivation, and overgrown with grass and 
weeds ; and there must be some reason for it. As it stands now, 
cotton-soil afore all other kinds, is the first thrown up, and 
when once deserted, from the large expense and outlay neces- 
sary to bring it again under the plough, may be considered, as 
far as 19-20ths of the people go, to be utterly irreclaimable. 

One thing is quite established, we fancy, that neither a ryot 
nor anybody else will cultivate an article in any large quantity, 
of which the returns are unprofitable, and this is the esse with . 
cotton cultivation in the Ceded Districts, it is unprofitable ; or 
at any rate, more unprofitable than cholum and smillit, and with 
this additional disadvantage, that a cotton field aflfords no straw 
or stalk of any kind as fodder for cattle. Then where lies the 
fault ? That the ground is excellently adapted for cotton, and 
that the cultivation charges are as small fis they can be, none 
will be disposed |o doubt. It remains then, that either the 
land tax is too high ; or the Manchester Gentlemen give too 
little — both may be the case. Any how, we cannot see that the 
mere supposition of the first being the cause proves a man 
ignorant of the first principles of Political Economy, and 
requires no answer. 

Some narrow-minded men, glad of any sweeping excuses 
to relieve themselves from the necessity of exertion, fill them- 
selves with tlie idea that the evil lies in the native character ; 
their want of energy ; as long as they can barely live they don’t 
care to labour for a wet day ; they procrastinate, they sleep, 
they sit down, they chew betel, they won’t work more than they 
are absolutely obliged, and won’t be improved — the sooner men 
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erammed with crotchats of this kind the better Jj^ tte 
seiViee. That the native does aot possess any partieiidkr'l^^ 
of constitution or activity of mind and bodv, is ptain 
so plain that he who runs may rood I but it is equally ad plain 
that they don’t always sleeji, that tljey don’t ^ways sit down, 
that they had rather earn a pagoda n possible, in preference to 
a Eupee — that, in a word, they will work if paid for it If piy 
example be wanting, w# have not far to go for it---take the 
famine roads in course of dialdng at preseht in the Ceded Dis- 
tricts, note the thousands upon thouisndb of mini' women, 
children, whole families pressing to the overseer for work, at 
a pay, the highest of which is two annas per day, some as little 
as one anna four pie, and hard work it is ; and who these 
thousands and tens of thousands ? Why, the very back-bone of the 
country, ryots, who, unable to meet the demands of Govern^* 
ment, nave abandoned their villages, in some cases to a man, 
and become common coolies on the road. But why enumerate 
examples, when there seems a sort of biliousness in old Indians, 
which muddles their sight and retards all they touch , or ages 
ago they would have seen that, though a ryot could afford to 
pay twenty Rupees for a piece of land which brought him in 100 
Rupees, vet it is absolutely out of his power to pay twenty 
Rupees tor the same piece of land which now, from lowness of 
prices and other causes, does not bring him seventy. 

The price of every commodity resolves itself into one or other 
of three parts, and the price of grain resolves itself into all three., 

1st , — Pays rent of land to landlord. 

2nd . — Pays ryots’ cultivation, charges, wear and tear of 
cattle and instruments, &c. 

3rc?.-^Pay8 profit to ryot. 

Mow it appears to us that the system of permanent assess- 
ing fields is contrary to every principle of Political ^J&conomjr, 
which teaches that prices are high or low, a great deal 
more, or very little xnore, or no more thaiwwhat is sufficient 
to pay the chaiges of cultivation and profit to ryots (the 2nd 
and 3rd parts) so land affords a high rent or low rent, or no^ 
rent at all ; in other words, high rent or lew rent k eneisffect 
of high or low prices. Doubtless, there are other considerations 
to be weighea touching high or low rent of land, but this 
is one great principle — that any variaion in prices ought to 
afiect the (1st part) the landlord’s po^et, and not (the 2n(l 
and 3rd parts) the ryot’s pockets If theii the 1st part (the rent 
of land) is a fixed sum, unchangeahte by time, as in tbe« 
Ceded Districts, we can easily see bow all variations in the price 
of grain directly affect tlie (2nd and 8?M parts) the ryot-^^d 
if we can show you a ^rovmce in fthien there is not a idngle 
road, canal, navigable river, or other ccmmunication difibrenl 
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in 1850, from what existed in 1800, and in which the prices of 
grain from 1800 to 1850 have gradually and steadily diminish- 
ed (without any additional cultivation or increase of popula- 
tion) from 30 to 35 per cent., we shall consider that we have 
established the fact that, simultaneously at any rate, with the 
commencement of great Public Works, some reduction in the 
land frix is necessary. 

Take then the following statement of prices, 

CnOLTJM, * 


Used commonly for food^ and hy monthly return of prices* 



R«. per Oerce. 


Seers per Roper. 

Sold ip 1805 «... 

173' 



18 

„ 1810 

106 


a> to •••• 

.... 

30 

1815 

124 

^ 139 


26 

'' 1 820 

142 

^ vs ... . 

24 

1825 

160 



22 

„ 1830 

79i 



. 41 

„ 1835 

101 



32 

„ 1840 


. 96 

p *••• 


„ 1845 

109 



29 

.. 1850 



^ !!!. 



The price of cholum then from 1825 to 1850, is 31 per cent, less than 
it was from 1800 to 1825. 


How does this affect the ryot ? 

^ Suppose an acre of cholum produces 130 seers. 

* Suppose cultivation-charge, &c., per acre two Rupees. 
The average rent of land in which cholum is sown is two 
Rupees perticre. 

It appears then, from 1805 to 1 825, an acre of cholum produced . . .lls, 6 0 O 

Cultivation charges 2 0 0 

Kent of land 2 0 0 


4 0 0 Deduct.. 

Leaves profit to ryot from 1805 to 1825, per acre 


2 0^0 


From 182^0 1850, an acre produce^*?? 4 0 0 

Cultivatioffcharges 2 0 0 

Kent of Land 2 0 0 


4 0 0 Deduct... 4 0 0 


0 0 0 

Add remission of J rent of land allowed by Go- 

vernment in 1822-3 ® ^ 

Leaves profit to Ryot from IS2S to 1850, per acre 0 80 


* We have made Uiese suppositions on the information of the xyots ; ti>ey 
not be quite correct ; it makes no difference however in our argument, we only 
wish to draw a comparison between the ryoVs condition in and 1805, owing to the 
depressiou of prices alone. 
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lan 


.17 
. 82 
.28 
. 26 
. *19 
. 43 
. 34 

. 38 

21 

. 32 : 


The average price from 1825 to 1850, is 88 per ecmt les4. than it was 
from 1805 to 1825. '' 

How does this affect the ryot ? ^ 

Suppose an acre of millet produces 250 seers, and cultivation 
charges, &c., two Rupees. 

The average rent of land in which millet is sown is 
Rs. 3 per acre. 

From 1805 to 1825 an acre of millet produced Rs. 10 0 0 

Cultivation charges 2 0 0 

Rent of land 300 

5 0 0 Deduct... 5 0 *0 

Remaining to profit of ryot 5 0 0 

From 1825 to 1850 an acre of millet produced.... 6 12 0 

Cultivation charges 2 0 0 

Rent of land 3 0 0 

5 0 0 Deduct,.. 5 0 0 


Add remission of J rent of land allowed by> ^ 
Government in 1822 f 

Remaining to profit of ryot... 2 8 


1805 

AAGOT. 

B«. per Oarce. 

161"! 

Seers 

oi 

181« 


....... 

tifl 

A^ 

1815 

115 


. - . 0*7 

1820 

124 

> 

o« 

* 1825 



<>v 

1830 



AH 

1835 



QO 

1840 




1845 


f w 

<i>Q 

1850 





1825 to 1850, ia 32 ]^. cent, less than if 

irom 1805 to 1825. 
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How this :f |:lie ? 

8upj^mm m^.^H$gy produces 168 seers, and coUivation 
obarge tiro Bupees* ^ 

The averaife rent of land on which raggy is grown is 2 
Bupees. 

Troia 1805 to f8d5 an acre of raggy fetched 6 0 0 

CnlUyation charges 2 0 0 

\ Bentofland 2 0 0 

• 4 0 0 Deduct. ►. 4 0 0 


* < ^ Eemaining profit to ryot on an acre of raggy 2 0 0 

From 1825 to 1850 an acre of raggy produced 4 0 0 

Cultivation charges 2 0 0 

Kent of land ; 2 0 0 

4 0 0 Deduct... 4 0 0 


Add remission of i rent of land allowed 
Government in 1822 



0 0 0 
0 8 0 


Kemaining profit to ryot on an acre of raggy 0 8 0 


WHEAT. 

B0. per Oarce. Seers per Rupee. 


1805 



. 10 

1810 



. 13 

1815 


r 

14 

1820 



. 11 

1825 



. 12 

1830 

187 i 


. 17 

1835 


l> . 

. 14 

1840 


hfci 

. 14 

1845 



. 16 

1850 


\< 

. 15 


The average price froin^825 to 1850, is 18 per cent, less than it was 
from 1805 to 1825. 

How does ibid affect the ryot ? 

, Suppose an acre of wheat produces 100 seers, cultivation 
charges two Eupees. « ^ 

The average rent of land on which wheat is grown is Rs. 2-4 


per acre. 

Fiem 1805 to 1825 an acre of wheat fetched *^8 0 0 

Cultivation charges 2 0 0 * 

Bent of land 2 4 0 


4 4 0 Deduct... 4 4 0 
Bemaining profit to ryot on an acre 8 12 ^0 



From 1825 to 1850 an aero of wlioat fetched.,.- 6 . f . 0 

Cultivatioft ohargea 2 0 0 ; " 

Bent^landi 2 4 0 ^ ^ ^ ^ 

4 4 0 Deduct... 4 4) 0 
2 '4, ^ 

Add l omififiion of i rent of land j^aniod in 1822... 0 0 0 
Bemaining profit to ryot on an acre of wheat ^1^ 0 

If then there is any truth in, political economy anti prices, 
it ought to affect the rent of lahtiand not ^he ryot On what a 
strange Ulid opposite principle have we acted in the Ceded Bis* 
tricts for holt a century and thore; a systematic andateady 
fall in prices, unaccompanied by a single improvement in 
agriculture, without any additional facility of oemmunication 
with proper markets, has taken place in a*" district from 
which the Government has exacted, (with the exception of the 
trifling remissions in 1822-3) for half a century, every atna of 
a rent which Munro hiuiself, the originator, in 1805, pronounced 
to be exorbitant, and cwiJy justifiable in consequence of the ^ 
emergencies and expenses of Government ; and what has been 
the result ? Utter poverty throughout, and a general relinquish- 
ing of the most fertile and higher-assessed lands for the poorer 
and lower-assessed ones. To confirm the statement, we have 
taken a few villages, all at random, from some of the talooks, 
in which, giving the ayacut or total amount of land cultivable 
in a village, the reader can compare that with what was 
actually cultivated in 1837, and still later in 1847. 

And what does all this point oiit ? If a man makes two, three 
or four Rupees an acre, after having paid rent and all cultiva- 
tion expense, he can take as much land as he likes, and be 
well enough off, some one may say. .We are not arguing that 
point now, our object is not to, show . the exact sum a ryqt 
ought to have per acre to feed himself and family upon, af^ 
paying rent and cultivation charges: upon this point men wH 
always differ. We only desire to call the reader’s attontiop, 
to this, that if Sir Thomas Munro, in 1805, declared an assesB^ 
ment which left six, seven, or eight Rupees per acre to the ryot, 
after paying rent and all charges, to be exorbitant, and only justifi- 
able in consideration of the tiiUas^whal must that same assess- 
ment be now, when from lowness oL pljiWB and other causes, 
it leaves only two, three, or four Rttgi^ to the ryot, after 
paying the same rent and the same cultivation charges? 
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These sx villages, as we said before, hare been taken en- 
tirely at random, and before we give farther examples, let us 
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look at the result they present^ Thh two years hf 1^7 
1847, the cultivation of are comparing, hav# n^ 

been selected for any partiohlar ol^ect, or as affording some 
peculiar facilities for proving oar h3^polhosi6, but siin|% 
cause abstract accounts of the cultiyatibti of these two yeark 
are on record, having been ordef^ and ^r^pared at the time, and 
the items are ready cut and dried for otir |tae. i 

On looking at the increase and decrease of actual acres 
under cultivation in these six viUagds^iji 1837 and 1847, no 
great falling off is apparent ? 

The decrease is . 4Glt acres. ' 

And increase is S73 „ , 

Leaving a decrease of 88 acres only in. teiS 

But now take the assessment on these acres, that is, the 
amount of revenue they respectively pay to Government. 

Es. As. F. 

The value to Government of the 461 acres, decrease is ... 2,852 11 

While the value to Govt, of the 373 acres, increase is only 134 0 8 

Leaving a loss of revenue in these six villages alone of ... 2,718 I 3 


and demonstrating clearly that liitherto our policy of restric- 
tions and high assessments has produced a gradual, but steady 
desertion by the Ryots of tho higher assessed and most pro-^ 
ductive fields, for the less productive and lower assessed ones. 


Land assessed 
per acre. 

c5 

"S 

a 

C! 

Number of 
acres culti- 
vated ini 837 

Number of 
acres culti- 
vated inlS47 

Increase. 

Decrease. 


2 10 0 

1 5 4 

0 14 0 

0 11 8 
* 
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Here a^eia are four villages taken at random^ like tbe folder 
ones,%nd if we mistake not, as prosperous as any in tie district 
On comparing tke increase and decrease columns of acres 
under cultivatioii in 1837 and 1847, we find a balance on the 
increase side. 

Total increase 505 acres. 

Total decrease 868 acres. 

Total ...137 

^ That is, 137 acres of land were cultivated iu 1847 more than 
in 1837, and' yet in spite of this increase of acres, there is the 
usual decrease of revenue — as is evident. 

* Rs. As. P. 

By the 505 acres of increase, paying assessment to Government. 429 5 4 
While 368 acres of decrease pay assessment to Government ... 694 5 8- 

Leaving a loss of revenue ... 265 0 4 


That every village in the Ceded Districts would exhibit such 
an universal decrease of revenue, cannot be possible, as we 
find from the tables the whole land revenue of 1837 to be 
about twenty-one lakhs, and of 1847 twenty-two lakhs, and 
we must be wrong in staling the villages above to be as pros- 
perous as any in the district ; were such the case, so large 
an amount of revenue would have been deficient in 1847 as to 
defy the efforts of the most crack Collector to squeeze it from 
the ryots, or make it up from other sources. Doubtless, there 
must be some villages which show a corresponding increase of 
revenue to make up the many deficiencies and keep the re- 
venue near to its old point, but we fear they are very few-*JWo 
fear that by compelling the ryot to cultivate heavily assessed and 
easily asse8S€Mi together, by prohibiting him giving up what he 
likes, i, tf., what he finds unprofitable, and by other restrictions,^ 
rather than bv any increase of prosperity for the last twenty 
years, the land revenue has wavered and oscillated near its i)ld 
point, to the certain poverty and ruin of the ryot. 

"With these bare facts before us then, who can deny that our 
land tax is unsatisfactory and anything but just. That such is 
the case admits of no doubt ; and the sooner we reduce the land 
tax, carry on public works and remove every restriction which 
clogs and hangs about agriculture, impeding its progress, the 
^tter for flie ryot, the better for the country, and the better for 
the revenue. Hitherto, we have never given the ryot a fair 
trial ; on the contrary, judging from some of the hbokutnnamah 
which occasionally meet our eye, it really wdnld be difficult 
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f , irti ‘ . 

to ifit updn a f)o!ioy mor^f of suppressing 

altogether than the following * 

“ In the Ceded Districts dry I^df are pccaaionaliy ^s^se;^ 

* with an esrtra assessment; tliiB j^rf^ce is hardly 

* In a few places^ from the ^|wnljanty of the soil and the 

‘ proximity of hills, land abess^ a# retains the wat^ 

^ seasons of heSvy rains hy small ^^^feankmeiits being thrt^wn 
‘ across the fieldsu and adylptage liiis^been taken of this to 
^ fix an extra assessment upon these dry lands, JJ^ere hre no 
‘ ^ells, tanks or nullahs, but only |)ern;^i<5al ralnsu^^ A poor 
ryot toils from morniijyg to evening, hni|ds; up at small ent- 
bankment, retains by that means the rains uporiAAie itolda, 
grows a dearer produce and, miserahile di&u^ finds ' Kis Jield 
doubly assessed, his hopes of profit vanished, and his labour 
vain. Here is encouragement to labour, to weed his lands, 
manure his fields and improve his property ! 

Again we read: — 

‘‘ The rule as regards lands assessed as doofacel (or two crop 
‘ lands) is not to collect only tWo-thirds of the assessment fixed 
‘ for two crops, when only one crop is sown. Even whan 
‘ the certainty of water is precarious, the whole assessmeht' 

* is collected, whether one or tw’o crops are sown. In one 
‘ crop land on the contrary, where two crops are reared, fust 
‘ jastee, or half the fyen assessment is collected. Frequently 
‘ two crop lands as so assessed at the survey, for want of water, 

‘ are left unsown for the second crop, and one crop lands from 
^ having water are sown. The extra assessment is levied in 
‘ both cases, in the 1st by no remission of the fyen assessment 
‘ being granted, in the 2nd by a direct extra tax being put on.*^ 

Examples of this kind might be multiplied at pleasure, and 
reading them, hd# strange it is that men at home, wise men 
from the East, should so lose sight of the question, and con- 
founcpng systems and restrictions, condemning this arid approv- 
ing of that, fight and fidget for a particular mode of collecting 
the revenue, forgetting all the while that the very best system 
in the world could never prosper, if hampered with sucli res- 
trictions as above. ^ 

Any attempt to account for their existence^would be qriii<i|ic. 
If we reverse the picture and fancy our |ioHcy to have been the 
suppression of agriculture, alb is natural enough, and the pre* 
sent condition of the ryot in the Cede^ Districts clearly ac- 
counted for; 
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Abt. I V.— 1 , Th^ Gonffy or Jteminmences of India. Major 
1852. . 

2. I%d&a mud the I^Moo^ hdng a P^ular View of History y 
Mamtdrsy ^c.y with an accomi of Christian Misdom among 
them. By F, B. W. Ward. Glasgow. 

3. Indiay its History y ClitmtSy §(*c. By J. H. Stocqueler. 
Lmdony 1863. 

4. India^ Pictorialy Descriptive and Historical. Londouy 
J854. 

6. ThePhree Presidencies of India. By John Coppery F. R. 
A. 8. Londouy 1863. 

6. History of British Indioy ( Gleig*s School Series. J London, 

1863. 

Strange and fickle as the manifestations of literary acti- 
vity may seem in this book-making age, we believe that they 
can be reduced to certain fixed and definite laws, more than 
sufficient to account for all the ^ curiosities of literature.” 
Only let the induction be suflScieiitly wide, and the process 
of generalisation careful, and there is no eccentricity of the 
boOK-world, no marvel in the department of literature, that 
ifiay not be reduced to a class like itself, based on some great 
general principle, or otherwise accounted for. We must admit 
the great truth, for the first time fully reasoned out by compa- 
rative philology, that, as there is an intimate and indissoluble 
connexion between thought and its expression — language, so the 
literature of every age ot* country must ever, even in its 
minutest shades, correspond with the history, morality, intelli- 
gence, or other natural characteristics of the time. Given a 
certain state of opinion, a certain tendency of belief, and a 
certain manner of living, to produce in the same external 
circumstances, the same form of literature all the world over. 
The great pulse of humanity beats at the same rate, the great 
mind of humanity^hinks with the same intensity, in the same 
mode'and to the ^me extent, other things being equal. If 
then we bring theldea of the comparative” to bear on all 
mental manifestations, why may not the laws that regu- 
late literary activity and productions, be reduced to the same 
uniformity, as those that have been generalised from the facts 
of outward and material nature? Why should have 
a ^ science of ^he laws that regulate mental 
call it by wHlt name you will, to which, in all cases of difficulty 
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or discrepancy, mtki tnig^i appeal wittt 
and success. It is WbenWil,’ Ire think, who has 
question, but in Tain, so fat* as ati^ tangible result Js eOjtt# 
cerned, except in the case of |kIn‘^BaUae) s^ho has attaaipfiKf 
to answer it partly, in his #ork Oh Poetics.” Wo fewt 
such a question as this null hi^erj,bo fully solved, ur^^il 
our modern phHosopliy is placed oa v)* ^curer.ahd more 
versal basis, than either tike Ontolq^yjjof Germany, or tlie 
Eclecticism of France has be^n able to give it Wo are met 
at the outset by the difficulty^ that attoiids alt psy^M^Wl 
enquiries of this nature, we must judge of the euWectlve, by 
the subjective itself— we must objeCti^ bne part of the l^go, 
that with the other we may study it. Thus oscillatiug bdtwbeti 
the two, we fall into cofitinual error and doubt, and r^inquisb 
in despair the hope of attaining definite certitude on the law& of, 
literature. 

The literature of India, or rather the literature regarding 
India, furnishes us with many hints -that might at least guide 
us in arriving at a partial conclusion. The aspect that it at 
this day presents, is a strange one. A country of vast Oxtent, 
embracing in its wide expanse all the productions and scenery 
of every clime, containing nations of every shade of colour, 
variety of religion, physical structure, and mode of belWf^ 
with languages of gnimt perfection, the origin of which id lost 
in a dark antiq^uity, and literature corresponding with a history, 
which, for the light and shade that chequer it, tor the interest^ 
surpassing that of romance, that is thrown over it, and for the 
great lessons to be drawn from it, is unsurpassed by that of any 
other country, with capabilities for development and improve- 
ment that seem infinite, and natural treasures that are boundless, 
long the field of conquest for the grektest nations of antiquity, 
and the source of interest and cupidity to all the mercautiie 
nations of the world, the scene of some of ^Britain’s greatest 
triumphs, and the brig;h test dependency of het* crown, the hoip#; 
of many of her sons, the cause of many a broken heart, and 
the last resting-place of many a weary body, the field, too, 
where many of our greatest men have won their first and 
proudest laurels, as warriors, statesm^B, legislators, judges 
and scholars — ^yet, until within, the last f|w years, has it neuter 
excited any general interest for its own| sate, or called forth 
any continued and prolonged efibrts to ^evate it ih any sens# 
as a nation and a land. y 

Cause for this reproach has now ]^sed away, and th# 
amount of literary activity on the one subfect of India, has been 
during the last three years far greater Isati on any otlter sub* 
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ject, the one eogrosemg tppi|5 of the War excepted, India has 
seemed, for the last hundred years that the British have ruled 
her as territorial Qovernors, to hide her head in obscurity, and 
that with the full consent and wish of those who desired to re- 
tain a rich monopoly for ever in their hands, to get as much out 
of, :apd do as linfe for her as possible. Hence the great 
ignorihce regarding her — an ignorance fostered by all her ser- 
vants— -an ignorance that gave r|se to all the absurd stories 
regarding her and her Governors— an ignorance that has been 
a fruitful subject for her novel-w^riters, from the days of Field- 
ing to those of Thackeray, and that lesser star John Lang. 
It would be the mosi interesting chapter in the history of fic- 
tion, were all the stories current regarding her, and related with 
such zest and piquancy by all the noij^lists of the last cen- 
tury, to be collected. Add to those the griffinisms of new- 
cothers, and the practical jokes played off on them, either in 
imagination or reality, and the book would immediately take the 
first rank in all circulating libraries, a sure evidence of at least 
temporary popularity. Let us suggest this to sqme of our 
Anglo-’lndian writers, who waste their “ leisure” in useless trans- 
lations, un poetical sonnets, or unreal and stiff descriptions of the 
‘‘Gorgeous Orient.” This is decidedly a desideratum in 
literature. 

All full and accurate information on Iftdia having thus, as 
it were, by tacit consent, been kept back for so many years, 
it w’jas to be expected that, when the secret seal was broken, 
and the haze of mystery displayed to men, it should gradually 
olear away before the inquisitive searchings of public opinion. 
India has now rushed to the opposite extreme, it has become 
the fashion to know about it, and id regard a somewhat ac- 
curate knowledge of || as part of the education of a gentle- 
man ; even dUr legislators have condescended to set out a few 
debates, whiclt have suddenly become interesting, for the first 
time since the w^Is of the house echoed back the names 
of Nuncomar, . I&ujah Dowlah, Cheyte Singh, and the 
Begums of Ouae, when Sheridan fell into the arms of the 
admiring^ Burke, and the great orator himself impeached the 
first, and, in some respects, the noblestGoveriior-General of India. 
The literary market sttp cries for more works on India, and 
obscure litterateurs comejbrth with inaccurate compilations, and 
old Indians with the fn^t of many years’ experience. Even 
oiir school-boys have noW the hope o( knowing something 
mdre, than that the Great Mogul is King of iSh^pia, and 
Plassey Wap fought in the days m Sultan Mahmoud. 

In the succesrive numbers of the i?eufew?, we have noticed 
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some of the more important wprks that ^lave issued from thft 
press on India, and things pei^fLiping to it. The list of 
placed at the head of this Articla, includes onl^ afewof t;hi| ihi^ 
of minor importance that ^re evp b?iCg furnished* 
tion of the hope approaches mere and n^ore closely, thiS at no 
distant day, India shall assume her proper place in the intel^* 
gent study and concern of all, ^who for watching 
gradual elevation of 150 i^llions^ ol^^U^man beings, ahd 
practical solution of problems,, phjrlologif^l* religious, educU'* 
tional, scientific and social, on which; the clriJi^tion oj^tb^ WeiSft 
has not ventured further than in contrbveri^l theprf . f ae 
has been the number of the publications df 'tha last five fmts^ 
regarding all Indian subjects, it has been ridieuloeBlj^ small, 
when viewed in the light of the extent and charact^ of tj^o 
country treated of, ana the importance of the interests at stake. 
The whole tendency of Parliamentary, as distinguished from 
East India Company Legislation, has been the abolition of 
monopoly, the public freedom arid display of all things, 
the honest adoption of generally recognised principles of truth 
and just government, and the opening of the services to all 
whom not interest and influence, but^merit and acquirements, 
render fitted for responsible positions. In a word, from 
Pitt’s famous Charter of 1784, which created the Board of 
Control, to tjie bill of 1853, which, in after history, will be 
still more famous, liberality, honesty, just government,' free- 
dom of discussion, have been the recognised point at whi^li 
to aim, if they have not often been realised. In proportion 
as the prospects of the mass, of obtaining a share m the 
Government of India,. have been widened, their interest in all 
matters relating to , it has been increased, and the discussion 
of the India Bill o|;\1853, the openings of the services, the 
recent education despatch, and still more, the doci^ment with re- 
gard to the education of the future Civil Servants, have caused 
all intelligent men to feel that not merely is India in' its^ff 
worthy of cayeful study, but with reference to themselves epd 
their own interests, it would be welj fully to understand it. 
Hence the literary activity of the past few years, which we 
believe is but the beginning of a course of authorship and ik^ 
telligeot enquiry, that win finally c^use Mr.,, Titiuriiiih. arid 
his confreres to produce in abund^^ce such works Is a 
Journey from Cornhill to CalcuUa ; l^olidety J^amhU in the 
Himalayas ; A VactiHon Tour on the (f ike Bhavany ; Mt. 

Albert Smith's Ascent of Mount Dhvxjayiri; Murray's Hand-hooh 
to the Mutlah and Hunwodah ; JotUnyslon ike Hem of a 8te€U^u(& 
on the Godximry ; Waltohiamm on tlm ^oomhudrat by a Brother 



MiNOE WOHKS on 1N0IA. 

djf the Angl^# The Fjjfr^ Yard^e. Treatise on tlie best modes 
of rearing the Mwgoose, jtbe £]e{>bant and the Alligator, with 
an Appendix on the Cobra de Capella ; Douitjkl Plaice and 
Poms of Kalidm-i from a Manuscript discoifered in the Chak- 
rabartian Library, with Notes and Emendations; Memoirs 
of a Ls^owkig Ryot, by the President of the India Beform 
Assooiation ; Sunny Memories of the Julbmder Doab^ by a 
KooUb’s twentieth wife ; IMe in ihe * Patshalla, the Karkhana 
and the Rqjbaree, by Mrs, Ikenneth Collinson, &c. &c. 

We cap easily understand that a publisher’s Overland Literary 
j^il|l|rcular of the next twenty years, will contain such announce- 
iKnts afif the above. The fehvber Pass will then be as often 
trodden by Cockneys as the Trosachs or Killiecrankie is now; 
the great inland seas of America, and the mighty falls of the 
Niagara will be despised, before the Chilka lake and the 
cataracts of the Cavery ; and the sonorous voice of the travelled 
^SohxL Bull will be heard abusing the ‘‘young men” in the 
hotels of Kashmir, in as choice Hindustani, as is the French, 
lyberewith be now signalises himself in the Champs Elysfees, 
or at Baden Baden. Mr. Doyle will not confine the foreign 
tour of his proteges Brown, Jones and Robinson, to the 
narrow limits of one Continent, but will plant them on the 
summits of the Vindhya range, or picture them and their adveif^'^ 
tures in the far south of the Carnatic. The ridiculous in India 
will no longer be represented by the IMhi Shetch Book, but 
Punch himself, with his dog carefully packed, and Judy sent 
to rusticate in the wilds of Killarney, will entrust his precious 
personage to the steamer at Marseilles!^ and, scorning the rail 
and Nile boat alike, will emulate the fume of Cleopatra, and 
be the first to navigate the Suez canal. Then let the Mulls, 
the Ditchers and tho^Ducks, beware of him, wlmse eye no folly 
can escape, wliose sarcasm no vice mn over(0tlxe. 

Comparatively amny, however, the works of 

lata published on India, none seem to have taken the proper 
view of its past, its present and its future ; the motives from 
which these works have been wr4ttelfe.bave been very various, 
hut yet all more or less one-side|t in any subject, 

on the platform on which an autlioEf^^ himself, on the 
stand-point from whigh he takesjiis view. Every work must 
be unworthy of India, that is not, like itself, vast, wide, exten- 
sive, all-embracing, filled with a liberal and catholic spirit, 
radiant and bright as the sun that shines upon it, but at the 
same time, liaying a vein of great earnestness, of dee|i longing, 
of lmlf-concea)ed melancholy running through it, so.expressive 
of the moral and social state of its many millions, <^ lbe sot- 
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rows and .regrets^ of its Bn|lisfe civilisers. A go<M 
India must be an 'e3^t ibaif;;^ lha Writer 

entered into all its. shades ivahd #liar4<^rUtji^s, he 
beconle subjectively Imlbnb^ mipmustbe 
its glorious future, no seejptici^ it^fhn4l‘ redem|>ti6|J. 
note of triumph must dften discefcb 

of present evils and follW, Ws a. jkfoiilodgfe; of the pi’esia^ 
elements of good comes into vifw^ i| trustful faith in tli# 
nature of the present enetgi^; <|dop<^4i» Id rW wprks 
on India, how little has tluk dteen t^ijS e^e ; man 1^, facade 
fortunes and gone home to enjoy an . easy indej^^l^^ 
have come to the country from wrong iuotiyei,.tlidy h^v^ got 
out of it all the worldly good possible in their easl,/they 
have tolerated it only for this object, and they have gopd 
deepen the impression that India is a fearful land, that it is the 
region of the shadow of death. There are many stand-points 
from which it has been viewed; let us consider them fbr a little, 
and see how far they fall short of what they ought to be, illus- 
trating our remarks by extracts from some bf the works, whose 
titles are given above. f 

The scholar comes out fresh to India, either ready-made or 
in embryo. He is a philologist, and as he walks among the 
millions of India, and listens to what would be to others a 
Babel-like confusion of tongues, his soul swells with an enthu- 
siasm exceeding that of even Sir W. Jones. Here is the larid 
of the Arian races ; from these northern plains of Hindiistah, 
the ancestors of all Europe sprang ; iii that strangely difficult 
speech of theirs, is to be discovered the root and germ of all 
the Indo-European tongues. Oreece is noble, and surrounded 
with hallowed associations, but nobler far and more awe-inspir- 
ing still is the land, which was the womb of Grebce, Egypt is 
enveloped in a dark haze of historical uncertainty, and the 
mystic symbols of its sacred point back to a period tb 

which history does not go, blltiiore sublimely chronologicftl 
still is the history of this laild of the sun, which disdains 
millions, and reckons its historical antiquity by ages and cycles 
of €Bons, passing the limit of the human, and drawing largely 
on the unbounded epochs of geological time. |Iom4K 
into insignificance before Valmiki, and iihe Iliad and (id^ney 
are modern tales when compared with the Ramaym and the 
MaJiabharat. For him all India %ri^8 with learned truths 
and historical and linguistic ai^ociatic^s, and he lingers in 
more sacred and ardent admiration bv^ the topes bf Bhiisa, 
or the rock-cut temples of Ellora, t|an ever he did ainlil 
the ruins and colonnades of St(mehe%e, or the cruuabling 
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pillars of But as h4 these aiUi^ieili mm- 

waiits of greattiess, liiii^acy peoples tfaeto ttot wMh 

l^ie inlj^aWfunts iof old, he sees not the same heart b|atihg 
under the broneed breast of the reverend Brahmin, as in 
the oCtbe urfaite miiii, worships a different Qod 

ra ' ^ffenjSnt form. He traces no connexion betw^n the 
foiiit.hf belief which these views body forth, and the social state 
here, and the everlasting state hereafter, of races, whose descen- 
dants now wander over the desolated spot, heirs of a glorious 
destiny, and yet ignorant of its nature and ' responsibilities. He 
is a dreamer, a bookitnaker, a collector of facts, nothing more ; 
and having accomplished thus mttch, his scholastic stand-point 
lets him do no more, and so — he passes away, and Indi^ is not 
a whi^urther up the ladder of progress through him. 

is another position from which India is viewed, and 
a much more false one than this — through the stained glass of 
what has been called the Services. To eat the Government 
salt, and yet to turn one’s heel against it, would be incon- 
sistent with all the known laws of gratitude, and more especi- 
ally those of oar oriental clime. Hence to be in the services, 
civil, military, medical or marine, covenanted or uncovenanted, 
is to be in a position of being either positively or negatively 
in favour of Government, Nor do we object to this, as at all 
inconsistent with a position of independence and courageous 
private judgment, unless a desire for self-interest and an over- 
powering eagerness after lucrative appointments, lead one to 
indiscriminate praise, to throw himself boldly into every little 
breach, to sound loud trumpets of defence on every little occa- 
sion, and to pirendaim himself Advocate General for the powers that 
be. No Govei^ment can be pm^et, much less one in India ; 
all that its efltics can fairly demand is, that its principles be 
honest, the general adherence to them staunch, its objects 
good, and the general attain men#|k)r them not inconsistently 
slow. *We believe that since 18^, the Indian Government 
can stand this test better than perhaps any other, all circum- 
stances considered. The only Htdt has been one for which 
principles and objects are not to be blamed ; the men who have 
carried thein out have not been always the best. But Vf ith 
all this, there has insensibly been communicated to all the 
writings of service-men, a of high mori^l purpose, a tinge 
of toadyism, a slight flushHf self-interested partiality. And 
this too is natural ; the cilrilian loves bis service, and the officer 
h|s, and think them the finest in the world, and of great 
benefit to the country. Were ibis not the case, they would 
work with neither enthhriasm nor zeal. But howevoii' natural, 
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it is wrong, it is a low positfen on whkOI to 
and .suob had better iiot Write ahot^t Ij^ia atali 
are the contents of their^ works? Are they 
who Write? Then the books nWy be very 
for all purposes of good they ar#*ne|lefis. Sonie days' ramMe L 
the Himalayas and Nail^heri^, there is niueli 

pleasant adventurei and a tew iiata<ifa| hktory-*^tkt 

romance of war, descriptions of snrvoys of nArW 

ceded or aniie:£ed districts, oasnp4mi^ i|rta<^an m tlua PrWa* 
dency cities, or the hill sanataria^ t|^ ribaldry of * laess 
and the consequent duels, and tlie fl^tWttempt at Wen^ 
physical work of some kind, ^Si^pel the uaslitpportaMe m^tsi 
which r^ults in sentimental sonnets, or ipaceurata and in<* 
elegant translations. We do not object to ail tbbi^ in jteel&K 
But does it not seem trifling, when you considar that tike 
authors of such works have been living in the midst of 150 
millions of human beings, who are. at least a thousand year$ 
behind them in all the comforts, amenili#, and beliefs of 
civilised life? Are they on the other hand civilians who 
write? Then will the tinge of iheir works be different. ; Somo*^ 
thing more solid will be given*, There will be an attempt 
at thought, a striving to reach just principles, and at least 
an array of facts, from which others may generalise prin^ 
ciples. Brought more into contact with the native popidatioil 
around them, and thus knowing more of their necessities, sockl 
and physical, they may be led to think that they can suggest 
measures for their good. There have been many honourable 
cases of this kind, which would have been more so, but for the 
“ Service' medium, through which all things have been viewed* 
The Medical Service has not taken its full share in the 
literature of and about India, Were we to erddte an aulhoiv 
who should be best fitted to write 8uch«a book!*^aboat India, at 
would be worthy of the countryend the cause, it would W on0: 
in the circumstances and position of a monaber of the^ Medicftt 
Service* He has at once tlm physical and the metaphysical, th^ 
external and the ioternai, the mind and body requisites for suc^ 
eessfully accomplishing it well and accuri^ly* Tmned up in aCf- 
quaintance with the facts and principiesof alithepbysicals^lcncbs^ 
the whole unexplored domain of Indiaa science and prodiicts 
lies open before him, and the quesi^ of tlm relation in winch 
they stand to the social and eoormiio^^osUion of the massed* 
Brought into contact on the other hand iftth mo$i of the ills that 
flesh is heir tb; witness of aberrations 

of the mind, as well as of the body ; inti^uoed ofWn into tNao 

’ O' '' : : 
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secret cbambem of ibo where “latent agencies” abide, and 
ever and anon come forth to <^a8t0msb, by their eccentricity and 
supernatural character; seeing human nature on a grander 
scale, and its vices and virtues of a greater magnitude than 
at home ; having a heart thus naturally opened up and softened 
by thin tead^est of scenes, having a soul capable of under- 
standiilg the hidden springs of action, and the deep and often 
deferred hopes of degraded yet aspiring natures, the Indian 
Doctor ought to take a professional position above that of all 
Others, and ought so to avail himself of his opportunities for 
doing good, that, as healer of soul and body, he might act as 
It great lever to raise India # her proper position in the 
scale of nations. Why this hae not been the case, why the 
eervice is left almost unrepresented, except in strictly profes- 
sional works, why the highest ambition with the majority seems 
to have bepn, to become a Presidency Surgeon, make a for- 
tune, and go home as soon as possible, we leave with the Ser- 
vice themselves to answer. As professional men and as earn- 
est and successful students of the Physical Sciences in India, 
many of them are worthy of all praise, but as good-doers 
for the sake of good-doing, and the rewards that it brings in 
itself, as men who have recognized their responsibilities and 
opportunities, in a land of mental and moral, as well as physical 
disease, the majority of them have fallen short of what they 
ought, as a class, to have been. 

Another stand-point from which India has been inucli and 
most partially viewed, is that of the merchant and the manu- 
facturer, Although abstractly it may seem a harsh s'tatement, 
and would be indignantly repelled by both, yet the country 
is viewed by them, as a place ‘ where there aVe certain 
capabilities foi^ raising certain products, which have a certain 
marketable value, and^ would yield a certain return to the 
speculator, and that these must be raised at the cheapest rate 
possible from the smallest number of men, ^wb# will do the 
greatest amount of work, as labour-machines . coni posed of 
bone, sinew and marrow. How^yer true , iriimiitable 
the principles of a sound political econorayi HMty be, they 
are after all in the daily life of such men, uhscrffitural, un- 
URlural and unlmman. It is not that they are utilitarian ; that 
i)|^eifeept when philmophiodly viewed, but a small matter; it is 
that they are materialistic, "arthy and soul-destroying. None 
vm admire more than we do the energy that the Manchester 
^amber of Commerce have shewn, m surveying and report- 
ing on the cotton-growing districts of India, but we cannot. 
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with all charity, avoid noting fclio motive of thei!? «o 
a motive as plainly felf-idtereiite4 aod^ only self-tittiprestwas 
ilie peace agitation and pro^Hii^ian ^ndencies of th^ir cbi^s, 
Cobdeii and Brighti vVe n^iro afwd that the history of afl 
mercantile ef%t ill Indian kho establishment of tjie 
trading Company^ to the fs^ithlre # Bank, and, indeed, 
the most recent tkiies, pi^ves tree and 

table the |onest princip^lei* of dommerctal activity may 
the men who carry them oid. ih lOSiiii^ j WtB eitiier themiiives 
very crooked, or apply them in a mpt piskilfut . What 
a strange spectacle does India presefl tO‘ the eager ana avari- 
cious soul of such! Not merely does it Doom filled with 
Rupees, a very forest of pagoda trees, but it i|i to be studied, 
and Hved in, and tolerated only for the sake^of these; 
seems to consist of but two great elements-— on the one haitd 
it is a mass of minerals, metals, fibres and other pr^uets in a 
raw state, and on the other, it bears in its mighty extent a dense 
array of human machinery, who constitute the labour market. 

, It is the object of the mercantile man to bring these to bear on 
each other, and mutually conduce fo his own a^grahdisemenf 
and wealth. There may be sucb, and blessed be God, there 
generally are such glorious results^ as an extension of civilisa- 
tion, a difiusion of comforts, moral||y and religion, but such 
results never enter into the calculations of the Manchester and 
merchant-men, nor do they personally in the least strive to 
produce them. The human soul beats but for them, the human 
energy is exerted but for them, and the glorious bloom of holy 
emotion and heaven-ward as]drations, destined to bear fruit 
in eternity, is gathered here to adorn the products of the loom, 
or to line the purses of so called Christians. The merchant as 
such has taken but an insignificant place in the ranks of 
Anglo-Indian writers. Confined chiefly to the l^residency Chi^, 
or a few of the larger Mofussil towns, which have become quite 
anglicised, he knows nothing of the land, its inhabitanls 
or their necessities, and is content to take as much information 
as will do for his practical purposes at second hand, from 
reports of Government survey ora, and the records of Govern- 
ment offices. ■* . 

Perhaps the largest class of writers pn India, and those ^ho 
have most contributed to diffuse popular motions regiidrding 
it, and the English in it, may be r^re^nted under the terms 
of the adventurer^ the dilettante the $tterateur^ Recognising 
no higher end than the pleasure of the lioar, the renufolion of 
authorship, or the chance of pecuniary flteccess, they leslve 
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in RVery sort of ®md play a most eccentric part in 

a land wbcf^all k io atraige, that people have ceased to wonder 
at aberrations of any kind. How many such are there in 
India at this moment ; noble fellows they might have been, 
filled with RU the British energy and strong Tjill, fitted to gain 
success for themselves, arid to make others succeed ; but from 
sptrie moral blight, from some screw loose in the higher region 
of the soul, they pass through a strangely cheque|;ed life, with 
the reputation of clever fellow^ companions of a circle of 
sOijiety infinitely low and degraded, addicted to petty and 
sometimes even to startling vices, living from hand to mouth — , 
abusing the country and its natives, and having done no good 
t<| themselves or others, the only legacy they leave behind 
them, is a Ijook, full of pungerit wit, cutting sarcasm, or point- 
less drollery, but ignoring all moral principle, except what is 
the lowes^ on which the decencies of life rest. What a book 
would the “ History of Personal Adventure inlndia’^ be, from 
the days of the runaw^ay younger sons of English families, 
the military Frenchmen of the time of Clive ^nd Hastings, and# 
^the Jacobins of Wellesley, to the present, when our hospitals, 
indigo factories and Mofussil obscurities might tell a strange 
tale. But there are others of this class more harmless and less 
than these* You ciim recognise themiiii^ the works that 
picture the life of a Cadet, from Portsmouth ^# Peshawur, that 
minutely detail bis adventures and amt>wrs on board the East 
Indiaman, that introduce him io the gaieties and vices of Cal- 
cutta life, that lead him into all sorts of scrapes there, and 
iuddenly tmnsfei' him to all the realities of the goose-step at 
Baraset, Such picture him on his way up the river to join his 
tegiment, the pranks and tricks of his senior Officers, the 
^ elegant conversation of the mess-table, the desperate efforts 
to kill time leisurely, to get up enough of the Vernacular for 
au tnterpretefship, or to move heaven and earth for a staff 
appointment. According as fancy or whim prompts, they 
either lead him into all the blood of the oft'^described Affghan 
and Bikh campaigns, and make him to die fighting bravel}^, 
pressing a locaet or a picture to bis lips ; or send him 
liome after many an adventure, to become the mmab of tne 
liondon circles and the London novelists, to storm, rage arid 
ifiime, to abuse every tbiw arid every body, to have his an- 
gMic daughter carried off^y a poor, but noble youth, and 
finally to die of bile or apoplexy, cutting her off with a 
shilling, arid leaving his large fortune to the Philanthrc^ 
Institutiori, for the taming of the animals that l^ve hitherto 
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been called ^ wiW beasts,” afte** a splendid mooaTOtnt^ 
from the Taj Met*}, has b^n ewfted ever his mihhin«/"‘ ^ 
how little such wri^rs kuoW of a care for India ! Liins 
smith witli his ^ Animat^ Naturev” who “ hardly knew at|?a^ 
fromj^ftmule, or a goose from a turkey, except when he sair 
table,” they write to imJbt present wants, as 
hack of a publisher, the «iib-4dit<^ newspaper^ or! 

Indian correspondent. In face efOrnal interests bf a 

multitude of semi-civilised races, whkdi^mve been trampledon 
and set aside, in iace^ of a present feiwful d^riiiii^iali and 
a future gloriocs destiny, they scrateh aM scriWble their little 
pens upon them, and then themselves drap into fcrgetfujness. 
If this class of writers has produced the most amnsing and 
interesting works on India, they have been at the fame tinais 
the most inaccurate, ephemeral, and void of any high moriA 
purpose. 

Higher in aim, in execution, though perhaps nof in worldly 
wisdom, and scholarly elegance, is the Missionary Literature^ 
When we say that it is by this means that India was first fully 
opened up in every sense to the Western world, we but state^ 
an universally recognised fact. In education, in high moral 
purpose, in sound views of Government, in a knowledge of 
native character and necessities, in authorship, in literary efforts^ 
and, we had almost said, in scholarship, the missionary was 
the pioneer, the spur, the example to a then unenlightened 
Government, which proscribed him, and under the plea of 
neutrality and tolerance, was as intolerant as the Propaganda 
of Borne. The man who had been obliged to sneak out 
to India, to skulk in the Sunderbunds, and then to establish 
himself in a foreign settlement, forced the power that 

had abused him and the cause . wmch he ^represented, to# 
acknowledge bis usefulness even to them, and, with perhaps 
too great haste, he accepted of their honours and; their 
Rupees. The despised Baptist cobbler became Pi’ofessor of 
Sanscrit, the associate of proud officials, the admired, conf^ed 
and dreaded of unfledged writers. Of all that we have already 
noticed, the missionary has the highest stand-point ^not that it 
is the best possible, or what it ought to be, or might be ^ but it is 
infinitely better than all others. Taking his sirnd as iie ..pro- 
fesses to do, and generally does, on tfee great idea of non^sdf, 
on the abnegation of self, and thal tcro, in circumstances and 
in a country where such a position is difficult to be consistent- 
ly borne, he at once commands the admiration, and calls foifh 
the gratitude of all, who. qan approeia!^ the disinterested otid 
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uoUe. H® Wks Mi upon India as a land of Rupjeesi to 
I)e tolerated for a few years, and then abandoned for ever ; he 
considers not its natives as a band of deceitful and stupid 
knaves, whose moral sense is so blunted, that they are almost 
irreclaimable ; heatrives not to quench the Spirit nor limit the 
extent of its power ; he Iftokj not on the glorious land as for- 
ever abandoned physically to the jungle and its inhabitants, 
aifd morally to those passions of which Siva and Durga are 
the incarnation ; but he says in the spirit of a trustful faith, 
the deeper the degradation, the more grand the destiny, the 
chiefer.the sinner, the more aU-embracihg and all-purifying 
the salvation. Buf while his is, in happier moments, a confi- 
dence that is full of sure certainty, and the object at which it 
aims one of unmitigated and mialloyed happiness, it would not 
be wonderful if the basis were sometimes insecure, the means 
by, which it attains its ends sometimes fickle, inconsistent and 
unsound* There are dangers besetting the missionary’s path 
on the right hand and the left. He may be over-sanguine. A 
great thing you say in a land where lassitude and idleness 
are the rule. But a most deadly error, if it misleads himself 
into the belief that great ends can be accomplished by in- 
sufficient means, if it lead a whole nation or church into the 
error that India is at the foot of the cross, that all the pre- 
parations are made for resuming the old days of Pentecost, 
tljat Koolinisrn, Polygamy, Caste, Vedantism, are tottering, 
and will soon fall with the crash of Babylon of old. If such 
is the case, then to be sanguine is to be criminal, to be 
over-hopeful is to be foolish, to be too eager is to be hy- 
pocritical. Anether insecure point on which he is in danger 
of placing himself, is the cause that he assigns for the deferred 
#hop0 of final regeneration, for the comparative non-lsuccess 
that everywhere follows his efforts. Though sanguine, 
modest and humble» he may yet, by a strangU fatality, look 
too much, out of self for the cause. He may view the mys- 
terious dealings of God’s Providence too much, his own 
fitness for his work too little. Filled with an overpowering 
sense of the greatness of the cause in which be is engaged, 
and the dignity of service in it, he is in danger of looking only 
to the Master, and by a false viey of the relations in which 
be stands to him, of resting upon them entirely with an almost 
pantheistic passivity. If no success cornea^ or none commen- 
surate with the means employed, he may be too apt at once 
to fiy to another, instead of ouesttoning his own faith, energy, 
and wisdom, to forget that God will do his part only when 
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man does Uk, t^t 4 t wjwsiWe to work altfkff, 
always too, that^ k steady adherence to daty fis of n^e; use 
than elaborate reports/large committees, enthusiasiic meetilgS) 
and long subscription Iist^« It wug a common m^ug 
great workman in India, who ftnrned the oil of life too 
that he prays best w|p works beWiv , M his month* the “ piiayW 
of work” was a powerfol phriM. Afad% th^ missionary eojid% 
more closely than any ot lifer ilass fefi'fesiin mto contact with tie 
native character, which exhibit itself* te him alone, without the 
disguises that it assumes in its dealingp witli those whose favour 
it is of importance to court, it were 11%^ matter of wopder if 
he were sometimes to fall into tlespondebcy, and forgetting 
at once the power and the promises of God, wgre to hike /up 
the language of despair, and ' to conclude that li^se dl^. 
bones can never live. Such are the opposite errors iuio whifeu 
the missionary is in danger of falling. That all have 
tiie one or the other, it were too much to assert; but w*e do 
think it remarkable that they have avoided them bo generally 
as they actually have done. Not so rare is the error of 
committing himself, from custom, authority, or choice, to a cPr* 
tain plan of action, in which only a set of influerices is brought to 
bear on tlie regeneration of a country, and of course only a par- 
tial success is attained. He is evangelistic or educational,, he 
preaches or he teaches, but he is not Baconian, he learns not 
the lessons of experience, nor does he generalise from the^ 

The Missionary Literature about India is most wi^J^nd 
extensive, as there is hardly a moo in the class> who has 
not written of it and its wants, in some shape or other. 
The book, whose name we have placed at the head of this ar- 
ticle, is a favounilile specimen of its class— ‘the minor missionary 
literature. Its author is Mr. Ward, an American missionary,, who 
laboured for many years in the most important of the Missionary 
stations in Southern India — in Madura, Tinnevelly, Madras, and 
also in Ceylon. ^ He embodies in a succinct form, all that the 
popular mind need know about India in its widest extent. Of 
course, a considerable portion of the book is devoted to missions, 
which he views with a sanguine spirit. In a chapter on the 
Means advancing Christianity in Ind^y lie shews the ngeessity ^ 
for a missionary being something more than a mere Theoic^ical 
student, who can preach his stated! sermon with civilised 
elegance, and be done with it. ■ 

The objections urged agidnst Christianity of such a character, that 
a missionary would be not a little ashamed, if^^onscidps of an inability to 
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velum satlufa^fto^ repEesf yet these nj^ay be presented in a form so 
novel, and urge® wi|n a tnauw so confident and earnest, that he is 
often quite at a loss what to sa^ ; and the reader can well imagine the 
tise that his opponent (If a shrewd and wily Brahmin) will make of hia 
momentary hentancy, in turning against him the sneer and laugh of 
ridicule. “Do you believe the words of your Saviour?"’ inquired a 
Brahthiu, as a missionary was addressing an assembled audience. Upon 
hearing an affirmative reply, he continued, “Jesus said, ‘if any man 
take iway thy coat, let him have thy cloak also,’ you are well dressed 
and I hail naked, pray give me your garments.” He also said, ‘Whoso- 
ever 'shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also,’ sup- 
J give you a blow on the face, will you act in obedience to this 
cominf^pd ?” Before the missionary had time to answer, there was general 
laughi# and interruption. When a reply ©an be given something in the 
style of the question asked, the effect is often very good. As one of the 
first missionaries in Bengal was preaching in a street of Calcutta, a baboo 
passing by cast a contemptuous glance at him, and said, “ You, padres, are 
just lS:e the hypocrites of whom your Jesus said, They love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they 
may be seen of men/’ “Yes, my friend,” replied the missionary, “but 
with this difference, they did it that they might be praised, and we are 
scoffed at and despised for it.” 

A missionary in Bengal being asked by a philosophical Brahmin, “ What 
do you preach here ?” replied, “ We teach the knowledge of the true God,”^ 
“ Who 18 he ? I am God,^’ said the Hindoo. “ I thought,” said the mission- 
ary afterwards, “ that it would bo an easy matter to confute him, but I 
soon discovered my mistake.” “ This is very extraordinary,” said I, “ are 
YOU then almighty?” “ No,” he replied “ if I had created the sun I should 
be almighty ^«but I have not.” “ Itow can you pretend to be God if yqji. me 
not almightyP “ This question shows youf ignoranc^,” said he ; “ Whatffo 
you see here ?” pointing to the Ganges. “ W ater.” “ And what^ is in this 
vessel ?” at the same time pouring out^ little into a cup. “ This is water 
likewise.” ^ What is the difference between this water and that of the 
Ganges ?” “ There is none.” “ Y#ec a great diflerence : that water 
carries ships, this doeil not, is Almighty ; I am only a part of the 

god^head, and therefore I am not almighty ; and yet I am God, just as these 
drops in the cup are water.*^"* : “ According to your representation God 
is divided into ma 4 y ffiousand portions ; one is in me, and another is in 
you.” “ Oh,” Siiid the Brahmin, “ this remark is owing to your ignorance : 
how many suns do you see in the sky ?” “ Only one.” “ But if you fill a 
thousand vei^ls with water, what dp you see in each ?” “ The image of the 
sun.” “ But if you see the image of the sun in so mahy vessels, does it 
prove that there are a thousand suns in the firmament ?” “ No ! there is only 
one sun, but it is refiected a thousand times in the water.” “ So likewise 
there is but one God, but his image and brigktness are reflected in every 
human being.” The missionary, instead of stopping to point out the 
falsity of the comparison, preferred trying to touch his conscience. 
“God,” he continued, “is jaoly, are youbbly?^’ “I am not; Iain 
ebipg many things that are wrong, and I know to be wrong.” 
“IIpw, then, can you say that you are ^^?” “Oh, I see,” said 
the fpnner, “ that you need a little more intellect to be put into your 
head beibye j^ou can argue with us. God is fire; fire is the purest element 
in^lhe creation ; but if you throw dirt upon it, a bad odour will arise; it is 
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not the ftiult of the fir®i but df that which is cast upon it. Thili (Sod in 
me is perfectljji, pure, but He is su)^ounded by matter. He d<^e8 ,W<sit 
desire sin ; ^plThktes it ; but it arises from matter,’* In this way the con* 
versation contimied long, but at the end the missionary found that he hid 
made but little progress in convincing hhi oppon^t. Many a person wlio 
can fill a pulpit in America or Encana with respectability and eredi|i, 
would undoubtedly break down, if called to make an attempt among the 
Hindoos ; and this not for want of men^ ^reiigth ot furniture, but froif 
the peculiar manner in which objections Re presented, and the confidence 
with which they are uttered. Readiness m apprehending the point of an 
opponent’s arguments, and tact in returning a brief but satisfactory reply, 
are of far more value in such circumstances than depth pf mind or Extent 
of scientific acquirement. Quickness conquei^ where research lofes the 
day. 

Large calls are also made upon the better feelings of the hearty eapeeially 
patience and forbearance. The missionary hears his motives impt^gned lu 
a manner very painful to one of honourable purpose, and conscious of 
sincere integrity and benevolence. Said a missionary to a Hindoo : What 
do you think is the reason why we leave our native country, come to your 
villages, establish schools, and expend so much in the education of ypur 
children?” One replied, “You expect by this good deed the more 
certainly to reach heaven,” while another answered, “Oh! it is your nature, 
just as it is the nature of the jackal to prowl abroad at night stealing fowls 
and geese.” How often have I been compelled to hear the name of the 
blessed Redeemer blasphemed, and his most gracious acts misconstrued 
and vilified in a manner tending to awaken feelings .akin to those of the too 
zealous disciple, when he said, “ Shall we not call down fire from heaven and 
consume them !” But his thoughts and feelings, though bitter to agony, 
the missionary must not express, except in the language of pity and com- 
passion ; for to get his opponent irritated and vexed, is the Hindoo, dis- 
putant’s most earnest endeavour, done, and he leaves the field with 

the triumphant exclamation, “ The pMre is angry, is angry, and the day 
is won ! ” 

What then is the proper spirit to approach India with — from 
what stand-point ought it to be viewed ? How many so-called 
Christian Europeans are there spread over the wide extent of 
India, who have influences of some kind upon it>| The first 
necessity for a man who has the great good of India%t heart, is 
for him to recur to first principles, to recognise fully what he 
is, where he stands, what he is doing. He must first fix hi$ 
own present stand-point, and then that on which he ought to 
be. Of what use am I, what am I about in this land of the 
Devil and of his children ? Some such self-question as 
this may bring him to the first. What ought 'I to 
be, what is the only just principle, before God and these 
Heathens, who neither know nor care for Him, by which 
my conduct ought to be regulated, and my relations to- 
wards both them and Him ought to be guided ? Were the 
author of the Latter-day Pamphlets and Sartor Resartus^ 
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baptised with a new spirit, were he to be placed here where we 
careless ones are dreaming, beating the air, and gold-hunting, 
how would the “ everlasting yea'’ assert itself victorious, and 
lift up the mass of black and blackened devil’s-children into a 
destiny , as glorious, as it is certain. He must feel too that 
humanity is a unity, and that though marred, it is still beauteous in 
its rhins, that hope ends but with death, nay, that it rises in 

a ortion to difficulties and despair. He ^must not be essen- 
j of this sect or that, devoted to this profession or that, but 
with a pulse that beats fast for all humanity, he must be an 
earnest and a liberal cosmopolite. He cannot be happy in his 
labours, without acknowledging the existence of good elements 
on which to work, nor earnest, without feeling intensely how 
these have been overlaid by crime, ignorance and folly. A 
student of human nature, its blankest vices will thus not repel 
him, nor its fairest virtues make him over- sanguine. Not 
merely must he have a heart that can feel for a land so fair, and 

J ret marred by evil of every kind, but he must have an intel- 
ect that can lay wdse plans to reform it, a judgment that can 
decide in the midst of contending schemes, a common sense 
that can base them on the recognised principles of action and 
universal instincts of mankind, and a power of will and know- 
ledge of the springs of action, that can bend others under him, 
can assign to them their various spheres, encourage them in the 
execution of their taste, and animate all by his own great spirit. 
In the midst of all this, there iteaust ever be that humility or 
diffidence that imparts a charm to the energetic chartfter, and 
is based on no distrust of self in comparison with man, but in 
the light of that Great Being who has promised His Spirit to 
guide the hopeful trusting heart, by bringing it into contact 
with the Great Teacher, who came to regenerate a world. A 
few such men in, and a few such writers about India — men of 
thought as well as feeling, of action as well as fancy, men on 
whom the awful sense of a ruined land has fallen with a crush- 
ing power, and has stirred up to do and to dare all things 
for its final salvation, such would have motives of the right 
kind, and success beyond expectation. 

How many such have there been in India ? Let its present 
state answer. Placing yourself in the centre of the great- 
est of its mercantile cities — Calcutta-^-you feel surrounded by 
life in its fullest and most busy aspects. Everywhere is 
action ceaseless and ever-repeated, energy developed on a grand 
* scale and fastening on mighty schemes. You feel that the 
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city is making fast to be rich, and that all, white and black, 
and every shade between, pursue eagerly the one object^nsficlf. 
Is it the merchant at his desk, or the shroff at his table coast- 
ing his gains, or the kite and the vulture at the auction, ’ 
snatching at the relics of once happy homes, or the sUriijF 
sweepings of foreign investments, fe it the clerk in his office^ 
thinking of nothing but the assistant above him, and the “ s^p"' 
that he would get were he removed, and having his m'6ral 
nature sapped under the cursed evils of the seniority system, 
or is it the comparatively poor servant who trades on his 
earnings and thinks the usury of 40 per cent, bot trifling 
interest ? In all the same cliaracteristics are developed, ana 
this in the face of eternal realities that will sometinEi0% as 
unbidden guests, nestle in the nooks and crannies of the 
heart, and whisper now and^hen to its owner of something 
beyond rupees, annas and pie, indigo, opium and silk. 

Pass from this along the level plain, which serves as the 
lungs of Calcutta, and up the wide and fashionable Chowrin- 
ghee, to where the tall Casuarina waves mournfully around 
the graves of the English dead, and lordly monuments are 
erected over their dust, which soon crumble down and desolate- 
ly mingle with it, a fitter tomb than marble or stone. Cross 
the Circular Road and over the Great Ditch, which still recalls 
the Mahratta Philistines, and into a Mahommedan suburb, where 
decaying bazaars are covered with filth, and the lazy dogs around 
look, if possible, more lean than the filthy carcases in the sham- 
bles within. Straight in, and there a little to the right, and the 
top of one or two tottering urns tells you that here is another 
home of the dead. What Scotchman’s heart has not beat here 
as he has stood amid the bones of his countrymen, and 
said “ I too may soon be here.” Place yourself amid mounds 
that are firmly built over, that no jackal’s teeth, no dog’s jaws 

may lazily mumble the bones of the dead,” and you 
have a true stand-point from which to view life and labour 
in India. What a book would that hQ^Autobiography of 
the Dead in a Calcutta Cemetery — what a record of motive, of 
desire, of despair, of remorse, and of successful faith and glo- 
rious triumph as well. Here would be a representative of 
every class that we have mentioned, and of many more, and* 
here by the side of the adventurer, the merchant and the 
self-seeker, would be found the dust of John Macdonald and 
Andrew Morgan. 

The first attempt made to view Imlia in the true spirit 
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was in Arnold’s work^ OaJ^ld or Fellowship in the East^ 
which, as it has been ahready reviewed in a previous 
Number, we need not do more than again commend to our 
readers. Somewhat based on the same great truths, but far 
lighter in execution and more superficial in high moral purpose, 
is ‘ The Qongl by Major Vetch. Originally published in Hogg's 
Instructor^ we are delighted to recognise it now in a com- 
plete and artistic shape. Written in a kindly genial spirit, 
full of interesting adventures, though not always within the 
range of the probable,” recognising at all times the great feel- 
ings of the soul and principles of the conscience, which it 
n<ever shocks, nor even delicately offends, it is lacking only 
in the stand-point that is assumed, which is not so much defici- 
ent in the kind as in the degree^ of its elevation and enlarge- 
ment. His subject is the trite oifb, a Cadet going to, in, and 
returning from India, but he throws a new charm over the old 
story, illustrating the lines of Horace : — 

Publica materies privati juris erit,si 

Nec circA vilem patulumque moraberis orbem. 

Gregory, for such is the euphonious name of the hero, is intro- 
duced as having returned from India and settled down in one of 
those exquisite old-fashioned houses in the Canongate of Edin- 
burgh, the modern filth of which now dissipates all antiquarian 
enthusiasm. His only companion is his old nurse Tibby, who has 
waited so long in the sure faith that “ her bairn” would one day 
return from the jungles” to comfort her in her old age. Know- 
ing the power of the association of ideas, he had only to toll 
(should it not be strike?) a gong, and away he was in the land 
of the sun, once more beside its dusky inhabitants, once more 
in his bungalow under the mango tope, once more in the 
courts of Delhi or beside the pagodas of Benares. The 
gong tolls eighteen times, and at each stroke, a new chapter 
in his life is laid open. An idle contemplative boy, he sud- 
denly aroused from his dreaminess by the demand of his uncle, 
what do you intend to be ?” and the adventurous spirit of 
the youth who, in imagination, had roamed over many lands, 
immediately fixes on a military career. A Cadetship in the 
service is obtained, and clown be goes to Portsmouth, where 
‘ he meets with others in the same position as himself. Among 
these is an Irish youth named Jerry, whose adventures are 
sufficiently amusing in the early part of the volume. Un- 
able to pay Mrs. M’Gutlets, his land-lady, he of course 
libseonds, and keeps himself in hiding till tlie vessel shall 
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sail. Jerry in his den had heard the gun-aignal fpr 
departure. 

“ That’s it, my honeys !” cried Jerry, as he started up at the sowid, btili. 
toned up his surtout, set his beaver on ^pne side of his head, poised hi« 
shillela quarter- staff, and, like an honest man, tossed sixpence to the olt| 
woman of the attic, and descended the trap^stsir, singing,^ 

** To seek for promdtioiit 
^ I cross’d the wi'ie oceatu” 

Having gained the lane, he hurried on to the shore ; but what was his 
horror and surprise when, reaching the beach, he beheld a s%ht mor^ 
dreadful than apparition, for there stood in proptia persona, the yroftihy 
Mrs. M ’Cutlets, attended by an ill-favoured sinister-looking man, who, from 
a short baton in his hand, Jerry could not for a moment doubt* had Un- 
friendly intentions towards himself. Mrs. M’Cutlets was eagerly watch*» 
ing every youthful adventurer as he took his place in the bbats, In hopef 
of finding among them her young gentleman blackguard. 

This was a damper even to Jerry Jenkins ; he saw the coast fairly shut 
against him. Ho time was to be lost ; he paused for a moment, and, see- 
ing that it would bo impossible to carry the day by force of arms, he re- 
solved to have recourse to the stratagems of war ; so, hurrying back into 
the lane, he plunged into an old-clothes shop, kept by a countryman of 
the name of Murphy, with whom he had had some dealings, and exclaim- 
ed, “ Here, Mr. Murphy, look at this purty dress I have on ; it is yours 
for the oldest, ugliest suit of ragamuffin regimentals in your dirty shop | 
and be quick, for time and tide wait for no man.” 

While Jerry was divesting himself of his own, Mr. Murphy, seeing no 
objections to the terms of exchange, was selecting what had once been a 
private’s suit in the “ Buffs,” which might well have been supposed to have 
seen the last of its fields, but was now to be employed again in one which 
would tarnish for ever all its former glory. Jerry, having assumed the 
soldier’s garb, called in the barber from the neighbouring door, who in a 
moment cropped him to the bone, and, according to his instructions, glued 
two of his finest severed locks as appendages to his upper lip, intersecting 
the face at the same time with patches of black plaster placed at various 
angles to each other. 

“ And now, Mr. Murphy,” said Jerry, “ there is the finest beaver hat in 
all the city of Cork to you as a present, and toss me that ould Scotch 
bonnet in its place.” The exchange being made, Jerrf continued, “ And’^ 
now, Mr. Murphy, I leave in pawn with you this handsome shillela, and 
take as acknowledgment of the same this broomstick ; and, if ever you 
visit the East Indies, ask for Major-General Jeremy Jenkins, and I shall 
redeem my pledge by giving you one of the soundest drubbings you ever 
got in your life, for having taken in a gentleman-cadet of the Honourable 
East India Company.” 

So saying, he tossed a penny to the shaver, and sallied from the' door, 
while Murphy and his wife, with one child in her arms and six at her feet, 
with the barber, all issued into the street, following with their looks and 
shouts of laughter their comical customer. Jerry turned round for a mo- 
ment at the sound, shook his broomstick at the group, and, turning ii 
corner, was out of sight : and the scone of embarkation was again hefow 
him, where stood at h^er post his dreaded landlady, and still more dreadful 
man- at- arms. 
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“ Neck or nothing,” said Jerry to himself ; “ a faint heart never won a 
fair woman nor cheated an old one, he might have added. Though 
Jerry mustered all his impudence, it was not without a tremulous misgiving 
that he rubbed elbows with his worst enemy ; but there was no cause of 
alarm, for so completely was the young gentleman metamorphosed, that his 
own mother would not have recognised him, far less old Mrs. M’Cutlets. 

He passed her all unsuspected, and took his seat at the stern of the 
boat, with his flee towards the enemy ; and when the barge had fairly 
pushed off, and Jerry felt safe on the high seas, he could not resist the 
temptation of giving a demonstration of his triumph. Kubbing off the 
moustaches and plasters from his face with one hand, and taking off his 
bonnet with the other, with a stentorian voice, he thus saluted his landlady, 
“ I say, Mrs. M’Cutlets, was you ever in the army ?” The sound of 
Jerry « voice oi)eno(l ]Mrs. M’Cutlets* eyes and ears at the same moment, 
"and, in the agony of grief, disappointment, and despair, she exclaimed, 
“The scoundrel’s aff, eftir a*,” and sunk senseless, exhausted with vexation 
and fatigue, in the arms of the bailiff, who conveyed her to her home, and 
before any measures could be adopted for discovering Jerry’s ship, or ap- 
prehending him at sea, he was on his way to the East with a fair breeze. 

The usual adventures in the outward voyage follow, and at 
last the Ganges is reached. 

We shall not recapitulate the often-detailed dreariness of the scone on 
first entering the Ganges, but merely subjoin some lines descriptive of 
one or two features in the desolate picture, by Major Markem : — 

Again restored to India, here wc are — 

What's that upon the Ganges’ bosom floating ? 

No lotus-flower that sends sweet scent afar ; 

It is a native’s corpse, half ate, half rotten. 

It glides, with its white ribs exposed to view 
A wreck of man, and carrion-crows the crew. 

One vast expanse above of brazen skies. 

One vast expanse of dazzling jtlain below — 

Tlie mighty, silent stream like Lethe lies — 

A pillar’d funeral flame ascending slow' — 

And where the river round yon. sand is bending 
Vultures and dugs are for a corpse contending. 

The custom the old Indian days, wljeu European ladles 
seldom blessed India with their smiling faces and happy hearts, 

of Mrs. , when she arrived, holding a sort of levee, cn reine^ 

when all were introduced to her, is described rather humorous- 
ly, with something of the fun of Charles Lever. 

General Fiolick, being aware that a partietdar friend of his own in 
the upper station expected his wife to arrive on the present occasion, was 
no sooner apprised of her non-arrival than he determined to personate 
the lady himself; and, before the public had time to discover the trick, 
issued the usual notice, that “ Mrs. Blowse having arrived, would receive 
the company of Calcutta in the town-hall that evening.” „ 

Getting the master of the ceremonies and a few friends to enter with him 
into the joke, and having disguised his aged and portly figure in a lady’s 
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costume, and being deeply veiled, as female modesty justly required on sucli 
a public exhibition, he ascended the vacant throne, which he noMy filled, 
and, whh his hands clasped most afiectively across his breast, and iiiirirltng 
his thxJmbs, he awaited the arrival of his visitors in silent state. o 

No sooner was the sun set, and thq mosquitoes on the wing, thin oar* 
riages of all descriptions, and pafeuq^ns, with fijathered dames and 
cocked-hatted. gentlemen, arrived in front of the building, and, ascending 
the magnificent staircase, entered the hall bf audience, and, arm-in-arm 
passing the throne, were introduced by name to Mrs. Blowse, |^nd 
moved on. 

On the personal appearance of the ehthronbd it was impossible to make, 
from the veiled state of the countenance, any other but on® remark, 
which was audibly whispered by the gentlemen now and theii — Very 
stout while some of the ladies, who had brought from the boarding- 
school a smattering of French, sweetly lisped, sueeringly, th^ words 
“j&n hon point." 

When the General, who, though hid from others, saw distinctly through 
his gauze all that was going on, observed that there ceased to be miy 
accession to the company, he rose to close the ceremony. Throwing bacK 
his veil, he first of all disclosed a face so remote from anything feminine or 
lovely, that the company might almost have supposed it a vision of 
Moore’s Mokanna unveiled, if the General had given them time to fancy 
anything so fearful ; but he instantly followed up the throwing back of 
the gauze, by raising aloft his brawny arms in that vulgar ogre-like at- 
titude, used by a person j ust roused from an after-noon nap in the easy- 
chair, and, after a long and terrific yawn, in accents of the broadest and 
most vulgar Scotch, he made the splendid hall resound with the following 
exclamation— “ Hecb, sirs I what a hot country this o’ yours is, for I’m 
a’ in a muck o’ sweat !” 

The Cadets are marched off to Baraset, there to be initiated 
into all the disagreeables of a military life, which results in a 
slight mutiny among the unfledged warriors, in which our 
old friend Jerry distinguishes himself, and ends his Indian career 
by being finally packed home to become a merchant and 
Mayor of Cork. But Gregory passes his period of dull pro- 
bation, and is posted * to his regiment^ which he speedily joins. 
He sails slowly up ^ 

** By Cherical’s dark wandering streams, * 

Where cane-tufts shadow all the wild, 

Sweet visions haunt my waking dreams 
Of Teviot loved while yet a child.” 

Soon he becomes acquainted with all the monotony of river 
scenery, which is relieved by the first entrance on the mighty 
Ganges. Our author, whose descriptive powers are by no 
means of a low order, thus paints it : — 

At last, one forenoon, amidst the tropic’s awful silence, an exulting 
shout arose from the boatmen on shore of ^\ Gunga-jee-9alam !" (**Hau 
to our sovereign lady Ganges !”) startling the njiid-day profound. Gregory 
stepped on deck, when he found the reed-crowned banks of the narrow 
stream, opening into the horizon-bounded vale of the mighty Gange^, at 



MINOR WORKS ON INDIA. 


#2 

this season of the year one boundless expanse of dreary sand, with here and 
there a vein of glittering water winding through it. 

The first view of the oOesfo to an inland inhabitant is always an impres* 
sive sight of wonder, but perhaps there is something still more im^essive 
in the first view of a tropic desert. Of a great mass of water we have 
alwaj^s formed a somewhat correct idea ; but all the visible part of the 
creation suddenly spread before the sight in one unvaried expanse of de- 
solate and dazzling sand, is an object that, even af‘ter the most animated 
description, the mind is scarcely able fully to realise. Gregory felt it in 
all its overwhelming power, and drew his breath deeply for relief. I^o- 
thjsng seemed now wanting to complete the feeling of utter expatriation ; 
but -at the same time there wp something not uncongenial to his mind, 
that had little or no fellowship with mankind, in finding a world of which 
man and his works formed no part. There was an indescribable and 
strange exultation on finding himself alone amid this dreary and illimita- 
ble solitude. 

Sometime!^ the stream, dividing, left a low and flat sandy island in the 
midst; and it was a new and fearful sight to see (where all other animals 
of the tipper world were wanting) these islets peopled with crocodiles and 
alligators, in motionless and terrific repose, their wide-expanded, dagger- 
implanted jaws turned upward to the sky in huge, horrific grin, as if with 
Satanic rage they were telling the tropic sun how they hated his beams. 

But, shuddering as it is to see the upper world thus tenanted, it is no- 
thing to the sensations of horror and astonishment excited, when the voy- 
ager for the first time, amid the dread silence and intolerable sunshine of 
a tropic noon, secs, from the oozj deep of the sleeping stream, first one 
and then another of these magnificent monsters emerging from the mys- 
terious and unexplored watery world below, into the light of day. Mil- 
ton’s lion “ pawing to get free” from the solid earth, is neither half so ap- 
palling, picturesque, nor poetical. First comes the dragon-looking head, 
the organ of insatiable destructiveness ; then the enormous fin-like arms ; 
then the long-arched back, crested with its defying chevaux de frise ; then 
the second pair of shapeless limbs ; and, lastly, the vast length cuirass- 
tail which, in the slow and struggling progress made by legs less suited 
for the field than the flood, seems to have no end— at length the amphi- 
bious monarch lies revealed in his leviathan longitude, his invulnerable 
scaly armour reflecting from its dewy surface the beams of a vertical sun. 

What would that dear gentle angler, honest Isaac Wnltoiv said in 
his poetic prose, if, while fishing on the banks of hif favourite Dove, such a 
fish had issued from the pool bdow to claim his acquaintance ? 

’Tis all very fearfully fine to sit by the fireside, and, through the wild 
imaginings of Coleridge, listen to the ancient mysterious mariner “ calling 
spirits from the vasty deep,” and telling of 

** Slimy things that crawl with legs 
Upon the slimy eoa 

but it is a very different thing to gaze in reality on these aquatic monsters 
emerging from the gloomy waters of the Ganges. 

To the Hindoos of Gregory’s river-retinue, the sight of the main stream 
of their deified, purifying flood was, of course, one of the most joyous 
occasions of their most joyless existence. 

^ For some days, Gregory pursued his way up one or other of the streams 
that winded through the world of arid desolation. A range of hills at 
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length began to loom on the for western horizon, and on the third day 
afterwards the southern extremity approached the river. 

On table-land at their base, overhanging the Ganges, stand the 
nificent ruins of Eajmahal, once the residence of the royal prin^ SultaiU 
Souja, unfortunate brother of the infamous Aurungzebe. Its palaces and' 
towers are now silent, deserted, and' weed-grown ; and the humblf, 
thatched cottages of the natives, interspersed among the dilapidated 
remnants, are the only occupied habitations ol the place. 

By the traveller coming through such a lengthened tract of wilder^iess, 
Eajmahal must ever be regarded with intense h^terest, both on account of 
itself and the most welcome variety it aibrds. It ^ a Tadmor of the 
desert. But its chief charm to the British wanderer is that cue of these 
Palmyra cottages is occupied by a Hindo#ofllCial of government^ who has 
charge of the post-office, and this is the first point of communication with 
the European world since entering the Ganges— the ' connecting lipk 
between exile and all that is dear on earth# And oh, what throbbings^smd 
thr filings in thousands of British bosoms has that place known \ 

No sooner does the boat touch the ruin-clustered bank, than the eager 
voyager springs on shore, and, guided by a boatman, hurries unheedmg 
through echoing archways and deserted palace-halls, till be reaches the 
humble hut containing more to him than all “ the gems of Ind.” The 
sable official knows the call, and out he comes with an armful of letters 
which he throws on the ground for the stranger’s inspection. 

One episode follows, which, to say the least, is most impro- 
bable, and Gregory is with his regiment. He is introduced to 
his brother officers, who seem a motley crew, having as their 
Colonel an old sea-captain, whose marine tastes are still strong 
even on the plains of India. All in fact are characters in their way 
— the Captain a very Don Quixote, who delights to relate “ hoo 
Cornwallis coonquered Teepoo;’' the Doctor, who is ever experii- 
menting in chemistry, and blowing himself and his house up ; 
a Captain M*Allan, who has all the courage and superstition 
of his Highland race, and whose fate becomes linked with 
that of Gregory, and a Lieut. Turf, who delights in taming 
wild beasts, and has a pet tiger that finally runs off with the 
new-comer. Soon he enters active service with his corps, and 
a graphic description is given of the reduction of one of thole 
strong hill forts, with which North Western and Southern {ndi# 
abounds. In this a Glaucus and Diomede-Iike episode occurs. 
A terrible assault has been made, and the brave antagonists 
on both sides, M’Allan and the son of Zubber Khan, single 
out each other. 

1'' ’ H ' 

The young Hindoo hero marked out M’Allan as his ant^onist, and with 
his shield and sabre raised, advanced to moot him. The Highlander 
bounded at him like a mountain-deer, and witk one irresistible thrust sent 
his broadsword through the Hindoo shield, as if it had been pasteboard, 
disabling the wearer’s arm, and laying him prostrate at his mercy. The 
fall of the chief was instantly followed by ^ chaige of sepoy bayonets, 
which drove the assmlants frOiu the battery. 
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M' Allan was much struck with the appearance of his youthful foe, and 
said, “ Who are you F’ ' 

You deserve tp know— I am the son of Zubber Khan.” 

“ You are more— you are a noWe fellow by nature. Rise, and follow 
your bravu romted soldiers ^ and tell your sire, with my salaam, that, if 
you have beai overmatched, it was by one older in arms, and sprung from 
a race as renowned in song as your own Boostam Khan. I only ask the 
shield frcwn your disabled aapa, to hang up in the hall of my fathers, a 
mehiorial or tMs day V meeting ; accept, m return, the claymore that 
pierced it, as a token of friendly remembrance.’* 

The exchange was made, a friendly grasp of the hands ^ven, and tlie 
young warrior disappeared in the cover, on his return to the fort, 
y The gallant exploit was soon ^circulated through the British camp. 

V ' fe®e officers of M’ Allan’s re^ment had assembled round the mess-table 
111 the evening, and were loud in their praises of their brave brother-officer, 
who, being mieved from Ius#du1^, now entered the mess-tent, when 
“ Hurrah tor M’ Allan T brou^ tne blush into bis manly face. Gregory 
was deeply afiected. He rose n'om his seat, and, unable to speak, grasped 
his friend fondly by the hand. The major also rose, as be passed his chair, 
and heartily wished him joy of his fresh laurels. 

Gome along, shipmate,” said Broadsides, as M* Allan reached the 
further end of the table, where a place had been reserved for him on the 
right hand of the Colonel ; come aw^, my lad. Thanks for the honour 
you have done our corps to-day ,* and 1 hope, now that the battle has been 
fought and won, and ypu still above-board, you will send adrift aH your 
dreaming imaginations.** 

In this little skirmish,” said M* Allan, with a smile, I saw up Ensign 
Gregory by my side. But enough of that.” “ 

The approaches continued to be carried on against ZfUbbeighury and 
breaching was commenced in one of the curtaini. , ■ v - 

When not on duty, M* Allan and Gregory spent mudi of t^ir time 
together. In the course of conversation, M* Allan informed his friend, that 
his ancestors had possessed extensive domains in the Highlands, but, having 
taken part in the attempts to restore the Stuart dynasty to the throne, 
their estates had been confiscated. 

“My father,” continued M’ Allan, “ who was too young to be a rebel, 
as they were called!, served long and faithfully under the House of Hano» 
ver, and, on retiring in his old age, endeavoured to get the forfeited lands 
and castle restored to him as the rightful heir ; but I have lately heard 
from him that all hopes were )o8t, and that, abjuring his name and the 
Highlands, he had retired to the Lowlands of Scotland with his only 
daughter. I was in hopes 1 might live to redeeip our ancient halls and 
hills, but that hope is now, I fear, for ever over.” 

The day appointed for the storming arrived, and the hour was fixed for 
noon, Gregory having equipped hiimelf for the field, and finding he had 
a few minutes to spare, proceeded to his captain’s tent. 

M’ Allan had just tien down a claymore,^ which he held in his left 
hand. Placing nis right on a small pocket Bible that lay on the table — 
the parting gilt of an affectionate mother, blessed by her prayers, and 
bedded with her tears — he said, “ I hope that, amid all the darkness 
of this pagap land, I have in some degree kept the faith, and, many 
ffisadvmag^ to some extent fought the good fight. One battle more for 
couhtr^ imd then the unfading wreath. But there is the b^le^call. 
When next tfie trumpet sounds for me, ydu, Gregory, will be agmn by my 
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side. May our short-lived hut pleaskg friendship on earth )be thoa 
renewed, and for ever r* ; . 

The fiends embraced ia stieuee, aad them hastened to thmr poitB ieii 
parade, ■\'i 

“ With haE and cartridge, prii»% ^ load T’ Aouted Broadsides. 

There is something truly t&iHft^ ill tite words, hfeard for the first 
and in the ring of the returnxng.rapu?CKl% jbh^ all is rea^ Ir 

the work of death. J|| 

Broadsides^ battalion was ordered to ef a force that ifas to 

make a diversion by attacking an outwor^ or fortified garden (wMch had 
been intrusted, as a reward for hts bra^v0ry, to the son of Rubber Khan), 
situated on the opposite side of i^e fort to, tho one breached. march 
upon that outwork was through a ruined .‘villi^e to the r^t, hsb^wav 
between the camp and fi)rt. As soon as the Ibroe in column defiled throngh 
it upon the open plain, the enemy^s cannon opened txpon it. Bomeilmes 
the balls fell short, and then botmded over the ranks — sometimes too hi|^ 
and went at once over the bayonets, on which occasions they vTere heECd 
with mock salutations of merriment by the gallant Sepoys — aometiinei 
th^ fell with destructive sweep among the files. 

Having arrived within a thousand yards of the enemy’s embattlement, 
the column halted, and wheeled into line. 

At that moment, M’ Allan, in passing Gregoir, hastily pulled a ribbon 
and locket from his neck, and said, take care of that — ^the last gift of a 
beloved sister.” 

Gregory cast one short glance on the likeness, and there saw, unconsci- 
ously smiling on the death-devoting field, the charms that had captivated 
his lonely heart. He thrust the miniature under his breastplate, next that 
heart, for protection, and moved on at the brave order, “ Advance,” amid 
a tumult of indescribable feelings. 

At a hundred yards from the walls, the enemy’s breastwork was instantly 
lined with soldiers, who started up with their matchlocks. 

“ Claymore I” once more was shouted by M ‘Allan, as he rushed to the 
centre of his company to lead it on. This brought him close in contact 
with Gregory. The line of matchlocks was levell^ and a volley fired. 

M’ Allan and Gregory were both struck. The gallant Highlander, shot 
through the head, fell back dead into Gregory’s arms. The latter 
was saved by his breastplate, the Mow shattering the miniature to atoms.* 
Laying his friend on the ground, Gregory now stood on the verge of the 
ditch. 

That Major Votch is a true son of Fiugal, imaginative^ 
as the fleecy clouds on his own hills, and filled with nil the^ 
superstitions of lone Highland glens, many incidents in the 
volume shew. 

Gregory resolved* to watch through the night beside the remains of hm 
friend, and took his seat on a chair at the opposite side of the ten^; ; facing 
the couch where the body lay. A flood of moonlight streamed into the 
chamber of death, and fell full on the bier. Overcome with grief and 
fatigue, Gregory at last sunk into a slumber, but the scene continued the 
same to his sleeping senses. As he gazed ,on the illumined gorgeous 
shroud, a well-known female form, beautiful ind ethereal as the pure ught 
through which it moved, gliding in, stood with her hands clasped m agony 
over her brother, and, strug^ng with her grief, exclainW, “ Farewell^ 
best and bravest of brothers ! xou have falw in the midsFof yotir fame, 
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and no bard to record your deeds. I saw thy spbit borne on the cloud 
through the skies of our native land. Mine wul not linger long behind. 
Farewell, for eirer, on earth ! “ Soon may we meet * in the pleasant fields of 
our rest V Last of our race, farewell I” 

As she turned to retire, Gregory, spell-bound by his sleep, strove in vain 
to rise, and in vain his bursting heart strove for utterance. The departing 
Malvina looked in tenderness^and pity upon him, and sadly said — “ It may 
not be. Thanks are all I hMl to bestow. Friend of my brother, farewell ! 
The Silence betwixt us is br^en — and again it is silence for ever !'* 

Bat Gregory’s life is not confined to the routine of station 
idleness, or the adventures of fort-storming. His regiment is 
ordered to the city of the Great Mogul himself. We had wish- 
ed that ill the following passage the heart of the man, and the 
responsibility of the moral agent had been a little more seen, 
as well as the enthusiasm of the warrior and the scholar. 

The next reflection that suggested itself to Gregory was, that of the 
wonderful sovereignty of Britain over the dominions lately subject to 
t3ie Timur dynasty. Since the battle of Plassey, about fifty years before, 
the conquering army of England had advanced, almost unconsciously and 

S rceptibly, from province to province, till, “ awaking with a start,” we 
d the descendants of Alfred on the throne of Arungzebe ; and, where 
formerly 

“ The gorgeous East with richest hand 
Showerid on her kings barbaric pearls and gold,” 

the British sway now showered far better things — the blessings of pro- 
tection and peace. 

From the regal towers of Delhi, the genius of England looked forth 
upon one of earth’s mightiest monarchies prostrate at her feet, bounded on 
the north by the heaven-piled Himalayan ramparts— on the west by the 
five classic streams, beyond which the conqueror of the world was unable 
to penetrate — on the south by jthe ocean, over which she had ever held her 
victorious march, whether to combat on the deep or on somb^^ far distant 
shore— -and on the east, 

Where the first sun 

Gilds Indian mountains, rivers unknown to song.” 

And what was the nature of the conquest of Hindostan ? Not inter- 
minable wastes of American forests, unassociated with one poetical or 
historical incident — traversed at times only by roving barbarians, who 
traced their course alone by noshes in the tj-ees, or by strewing branches 
to guide them in their labyrinthian path ; not an Australian desert, 
peopled only by kangaroos, or more dangerous migratory tribes of horrid- 
looking, spear-armed savage assassins. No. It is a land whose classic 
Ganges reflects in its sea-like course the colleges of Hindoo lore, and 
heaven-piled observatories, where eastern magi nightly, in purest sapphire 
skies, read “ the poeti'y of heaven,” and marked and measured the sublime 
revolutions ef planetary systems,— poetic bowers, vocal with epic, descrip- 
tive, and dramatic melody of Sanscrit verse — ^verse that would not dis- 
credit our Spensers, Shaksperes, and Miltons (though, alas I but akyet too 
little knowfi to the classic conquerors), Looms of Ind,” that England, 
with all her ai^ntages and advances, was unable to rival, till she took her 
lesson in CaslHIre and Cossimbazar; a land bearing aloft on its plains or 
excavated in Em* mountains, subterranean temples, elephantine monuments 
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of human genius, and areWtectutai skill and embellishment, that dkfiiite 
the palm with pyramidical %ypt, and effected at a period when ffijiiiiii 
had nothing better to show than the rude and shapeless mass of 
granite at Stonehenge ; a land teeming with inhabitants distinguished for 
arts, sciences, and agriculture, written laws wonderful in a country which 
had not tlie light of ^ revelation to ^ide the lawgivers ; a land wh^i^ 
pr^ ^ negotiated, in perfect conhd^oe and security, mon^* 
^rtJiiiraiCtiohs from Cape Comorin to the co|]^s of Chinese Tartary, ill 
the pure gold of Opnir ; a land where every fceam flows to the melody df 
legendary or love-sick strains, where every ‘glen has its traditionary 
verse, and . 

“ Not a mountain rears its h4ld Unsung ” 

Here we are introduced to new characters, god to one who 
re-calls tlie early associations of Gregory s boyhood to his soul. 
When a youth, roaming thr^gh the glorious wilds of the wost 
of Scotland, he had olten met with a gipsy tribe, and become 
interested in a gipsy boy. Between the calm contemplative 
mind of the one, and the oriental affection and fancy of the 
otlier, an attachment had sprung up, pure and natural as the 
water in which they used to angle togethef. Gregory taught 
Archie on the Scholar’s Rock and in the Scholar’s Cave, and he 
in turn loved him with all the affection of a virgin soul. They 
parted, and each took his way, the one to his gipsy-court, the 
other to his corps and his duties in the land of the sun. But 
Gregory never, even in India, lost bis roaming propensities, and 
often sallied forth from Delhi to survey the surrounding coun- 
try. It was in such rambles that he entered the wilds of the 
Mewattee jungles, and there came upon a vast congress of 
lude tribes, who had met to elect their king, in this, the land 
of their birth. Physical prowess alone could give a title to 
the honour, and, as in the jousts of the knights of old, many 
a match came off, and at last one remained victor. 

Is he to be crowned, that Goorka gipsy, that dwarfed but braw- 
ny man ; is Nepaul to have the honour of supplying the gipsy 
throne ? No, another defeats him, and amid the loud shouts of 
“ Wab, Wah, Shabash !” the solitary clear peal of “ Scotland 
for ever” is heard. At last after many trials the new comer 
is victorious, and, to his astonishment, Gregory recognises his 
old friend of the Scholar’s Cave — Archie Shaw.. He has 
come to claim the gipsy throne of Scotland, and behold he 
fills that of the world. The old friends recognise each other. 
Archie leaves his protege, and receives the command of a corps 
of irregular cavalry, and with a roving commission, is soon on the 
way to wealth and power. But Gregory is tired of India, he 
is too fond of a quiet and meditative life for its h^j|||ctioii and^ 
business. He announces his determination to Ari|Ppto retire, 
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and the latter, true to his friendship, retires before him, buys 
an estate, adornB part of it in Indian style, and astonishes 
Gregory by his reception of him in the old Scholar's Cave. Tlie 
scene is well described. 

It was a long walk for a burning day in July, and welcome was the 
deep shade of the fondly-remembered woods round Fairy Castle, the dis- 
tant rushing of the river, and the solemn composing cooing of the wood- 
pigeon. Oh, that indescribable fulness of the heart, as we approach, for 
the first time again, after a long absence, some long -loved spot of early 
days ! 

He passed at a short distance the turreted mansion. He saw no change 
ttierOf save that a flag-staff had been added to one of the towers, on 
which languidly waved in the summer xephyr what appeared to Gre- 
gory like a Jmhratta banner, thus recalling to him other climes in bis 
native land. * 

Gregory now began to descend, from the high ground through the 
woods, the footpad that led to the glen. How solemn and magnificent 
those natural staircases, especially at midsummer, with its burning sky, 
while we wind slowly down, increases the night-like gloom, and gives a 
deeper deliciousness to the unsunned dewy comness that meets the feverish 
brow 1 Louder, Hearer, more impressive, and almost fearful, ascends the 
hosannah hymn of nature’s solemn temple,” from the unseen river, till 
at last here and there its silver lightning is seen by fits flashing through 
the woodland gloom. 

Gregory now became excited, even to agony, as he successively recog- 
nised some well-known object of ^arly days — an old familiar rock, or deep 
recess, or lordly tree. He at last turned the projecting cliff— the spot 
from which he had first beheld the gipsy encampment, and where his first 
acquaintance with Shaw had taken place. Great was Gregory’s surprise 
when, looking down the dell, he beheld the level ground betwixt the preci- 
pice and the river, now occupied by a neat thatched bungalow in strict con- 
formity to those of Bengal, with its open pillared verandah facing the 
stream* 

It stood in perfect solitude and silence, save the consenting Indian 
melody of the ringdove. 

Gregory rubbed his eyes, and began to fear that his return to his native 
land was only one of those incongruous dreams in which contrarieties are 
strangely jumbled. Dream or no dream, however, he determined on in- 
vestigating this unlooked-for metamorphosis ; so, crossing a lately-erected 
rustic bridge of unshaven fir, he entered a garden* ground laid out in all 
ike stiff formality of the East. Passing through this, he ascended two or 
t^ree steps that led to the terraced verandah. 

He found the Venetian doors all open to the summer air, d ia Hindoo- 
stan. The bungalow consisted of a centre hall and two side bed-rooms. It 
was furnished after the Indian fashion. On the walls of the hall were 
paintings of Delhi, Benares, and other famous Bengal cities, together with 
oelineations of the wild sports of the East ; and m niches were lifelike 
elegies of Brahmins and Fakirs ; and Gregory observed among the pic- 
tures a framei enedosing a Persian inscription, and, proceeding to reaa it, 
what was his astonishment when he foutld it run as follows : — 

The G#iiis of the place has reared and prepared this retreat 
for GeQrg<||i|||||gory Sahib Behadur, against his return to his native 
land.” 
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“ Whftt can all this mean ?” saM Orcfory. “ I aliaU eer<|^j avalco 
and find myself on the banks of ^e Ganges, and all this fairy Vision 
vanishing before the blaze of a tropic minu mi the meantitne, hhwo^NRT, Z 
shall yield to the induence of the hour^ and accept the prejiered possri^OH 
and pieasance ; and being somewhat tired with the walk and hCat, pro* 
fiting by this mysterious hospiUUty of the unseen gemuk loci^ rest nnysetf 
once more on this inviting Ipdian conch,” 

So saying, he threw ahnself on the and was soon in a 

sound sleep, rich with dreams wotfhyL "f the “ Thousand and ^On® 
Nighta” 

Gregory, however, had not b^n ; for no sooner had he 

lain down, than an urchin, wlm had kept i^ict watch in tho ha^ 
immediately behind the bungalow^ posted bd* |b the caiMle ; and while 
Grego^ was lying delightfully bewudered in Hdry dreams, a middle-aged 
man, of fine commanding appearance, in tha j^atume of an Indi^ chief, 
attended by a dusky page in the rich dress of ^e court of Delhi, with a 
guitar slung over his shoulder, ws^e seen descending the path that led to 
5ie bungalow* ' ^ 

Making a circuit through the wbods, tiicy* entered the copse behind the 
retreat. 

The Asiatic grandee then stole softly int#i1ic bungalow, his eyes spark- 
ling with delight when he beheld his siumberifig ^friend* He gazed for a 
minute through gushing tears, and then, softly reliring with his attendant 
into the copsewood, he left the minfirel there, and returned to the castle* 
The page now, touching the Hinddpstanee lyre, sung impromptu, soft and 
sweetly, the following words to a l^hratta air 

" Welcome, wanderer, here again ^ 

Welcome to the Gipsy Glett -• 

Welcome, wanderer, welcome hpme I 
Here no noxious thing invades « 

The shelter of thy native shades ; 

Here no bloody tigers roam > 

Here the couch invites repose, • 

Safely here thine eyes may close. 

All thy wanderings now are o*er ; 

While the murmurs of the stream 
Woo to slumber, and thy dream 
Other lands and friends restore.” 

Gregory awoke ; the air still continued. He sprang from hk conch* 
and looked round in vain for the musician. He then exclaimed, with 
thrilling excitement— 

^ Friendly Genius — whoever you be, and wherever you are— I conjure 
you, come forth and receive a stranger’s thanks for your ravishing recep- 
tion.” 

The music ceased, the page glided forward from the cover, and,^ leaving 
his gilded shoes on the threshedd, advanced with clasped hands and many 
a smaam into the hall, lemd then spoke — 

“ Sahib Bahadur, the Oenius of the place, gratified by your approbation 
of the bower he has dedicated to you, invite# you, through me, to his 
palace.” » 

“ Unwilling,” said Grego^, “ to $»pel the delight of this romance of real 
life, I follow wherever you te|d.” ^ 

page led on, and crossing the bridge, threaded ths|Way that led 
directly to Fairy Castle. 
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Arrived ,0 the oatwwd gftfce^ he exclaimed, “ Open Sesame and the 
portals expanded. Crossing .the coi^,. they reached the hsall-door. 

“ Oped Sesame 1^' was a^drvjgi^dh,^d the lofty door flew op^-i So 
person was^een.^ The page pointej^to an arched door on the opposite side 
of the #'gong of deep and pWerful tone rang solemnly through 
tne caifle*>'The portals of the archway expanded, ^and hurrying forward 
from thc|^f»rther end of a magnificent museum -library, in his Eastern 
dress, Archie Shaw rushed to the^ ^brhce of his friend. 

After this, might tliey^'dt well ^ing those sweet lines of 
4.d4j^on 

V *' are Tby servants thless’d, 0 Lord I 
How sure is their defence 1^^ 

Eternal Wisdom Is guide, ^ . 

Their help On^ipo^nce. 

In foreign realms aii:5^iands remote, ^ • 

Supported by Thv<fl#e, 

Through burning cl^ds I passed unhurt, ^ 

And breathed undated air.** 

And thus the last of G/^ory’s Gong die away into 

the pleasant land JSf^rdffnembif^ce. Its tolls are cheerful, 
but lor us their tone is not de€^ .eiiough. It tells not of a great 
moral earnestness, of an. improwd responsibility, of good ac- 
complished, and good respired cfti. It causes not such trium- 
phant emotions as.tbo§e two ^jtyjs^in the Scotch Kirk-yard 
of Calcutta. 
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Art» V.— a €^les Jfymd JSl^ 

■calfe, bate tGh0>‘eitr‘&emei<(d -tf- IpA, ’Gn^emor of Semmooh 
and Gom^-&em^l «f 

<md JowmX^ prese rved ^ i«# JS^I^ md hu frmi^ 

By John Wimm Kam^ mthmr w ^ ih Wonst |ft 

Affyhamtm^ 2 mU. Bm* i04t* 

Thw pmKftc p 0 i| of Mro JKa^o fe|<J ^ * 

deep obligation, by the prod^otioo of bio^rfiip% 
trious^ixion, who bore a di»tiag^iabod pati m tefneMlal ^Nit^ne-^ 
tions in both hemispberes. And we may stole Oi|!r 
opinioii at the outlet, that the tuitlior of the t#o 
os has worthily executed an important task. We ousp^t. 
that Mr. lHye does not geneially get due eiedit fi^r ibe 
very great amount of labour a?iid research that he bestows 
on the production of his books; and this simply by;^ reason 
of the rapidity with Which tliey follow mdk other. Tire 
advertisements in the nd^spapers announce the faet, tl>at 
M r. Kaye is engaged in the preparation of a work oh a given 
subject. Forthwith, tire work appears in two goodly volume^ 
and another is announced as in hand, and preparing for puMi* 
cation. All who do not read tire books, take for grantea that 
works composed so rapidly are necessarily flimsy; while of those 
who do read them, a large proportion are utterly intmpable of 
judging of the amount df kbopr that hae been employed in 
verifying statements by the collation of authorities, and in 
working up an almost infinite number of facts, of every possible 
degree of ilpiportance, into a narrative or treatise in which due 
subordina^ia of tlie parts to the whole is successfully aimed 
at. Thus these readers take up the cry of the non^readers, 
and represent Mr. Kaye’s works as very readable, and, upon 
the whole, rather amusing ; little imagining the amount of tell 
that has been expended in their production. Theri is sotneffitfig 
also in Mr^ iCayek style that tends to perpetuate this mistaken 
idea. He writes with such apparent ease, and states his faets 
with so little of the pretension of researtfii, that his read^^^aiW 
apt to be beguiled into the idea that iits matter has comb lo 
him spontaneously, that wliat is so easy and pleasant for them 
to read, was equally easy and pleasant for bim to write ;~whicb 
is lEibbut as great a mistake ss were ibtt of the epicure who 
should imagine that the pleasures of tlie %ook in preparing the 
savoury viands, are as intense as are *|>is own in devouring 
them. In oppositiou to this opinioni^ we must st4te our 
conviction, that there is probably no witer of the day, who 



122 


LOUP MBTOAIFB. 


, , ^ nf Viis W^orks. than does the 

bestows more labor updn each of w 

author of that now before , mites with little care, 

tohinibv thoM Jditv To us it appears evident, 

because fe writw with great rapd.ty. o^ ^ 

that those Wlw thus judge, un - ^ ^ggjjtrate his labour, 

of genkB and extensive ®”?“rupont^ matter 

by fhrbvring none of sJoTed in his mind, 

in hand the knowledge that has been storea^^^^ 

Siie”S“ il^ntention of their ever being made use 

•feta p«™n. T, “ta tl.S'Vfo™ » ; ,« 

they “'■« of the TFor in Affghanistan is 

SMS™k».d»i.,7nd ill,, 

Ite more thought of fifty years hence than it is ntfW. 

Oar,j>w M^t^ffe^^hrhouHnrwhic'irhe^wL born was 
who ought notto be wi so caned. Af- 

unable to discover where it sto .o^ J diligence in research, 
ter what wp have just said of Mr. Kaje s a 

it may seem like presumplio , . tbe^Lecture Room was 

ject ; but we cannot help ®“^®®bng, that me 
in Writers’ Buildings ^e fesum^ th^^j^^ 
the letter quotpd by Mr. y ■William. 11i.ow we know 

was a student in ^^ergnS to the Court of Direc- 

that, pending Bord Welle y j,g;iding at Garden Beach, 

tors as to his “Jff ied on in the WritersrBuild- 

theburiness of the College least .one house 

iugs. Ml^SlrrofSuStaX hooi»e> seems 
eet apart f®’’ %2ffies CSe was offered eparlments. 

fh^sSSio 

Irp^^IrcSlocaM^^^^ 

bring a question within the provinM o jj,g ,;g^ud son of a 

t\h as it Cbarles Met^lfc, thp 

Jiajor in the Bengal AT“y> “|?^ Januar^^SS. being the 
tewestrial stage, on tlw 30th day^^o J „ „ Royal Mar-' 

laeth anniversary of the day Sa^nr^Ot®®^®' 

tyr" enacted the last swne of the hfe-dr^ ^wfpaper, and 

t^y days gter fhe firrt iMuo f A Haj^hgs ^®«n the 



sliordy after tbe birih of Cba^^tes, aod in d«d 
^ director l>f tbO' Hi^n^ble ,Sm% India 
M. P. and a Barauet Qt C^rlea’s baby%>od 
boyhood no records are - ft 

greatly to be def)iored« Of 'fimtm he sniared the nsuid.trp^. 
ing and testing of ibe nervous hjsif^g &abj0«sfe4 ^ 

the daily and hourly ti»r#Lt8 fWl certain/*^ 

man/* who so long wielded, h not the |p pi^nt, 

because of its being imaginary, over the ^attlpct nulre^es of 
England in the “ good old times/' ^ flf& ^prst toliiobl 4as at 
Bromley, in Middlesex, which, at the ,of f7®^» 

quitted to become an Etonw. Bat he does n(^;a(sem t|> have 
very fully caught the spirit of that noble iostitutton* In tfee 
school-room he was respectable^ or perhaps somewhat tnore^ 
but in the grounds and on the river he was deieidedly “ slow.” 
His energiesPmight perhaps have been better expwd^ on tbb 
sports of the play-ground, than on a battle which be wi^ed 
(and won) with the authorities respeii^ing |K)int of sohbol- 
discipline. However, his journal, which he begen to keep at 
Eton, indicates that he waW a boy of great vigOr, and thjlt even 
then he had a good deal of the “pluck ” Which he afterwards 
exhibited in many an important crisis. We fully agree witVi 
both parts of the following comment by his biographer, on the 
Young Etonian’s career. The rule is, doubtless, aS he states 
it ; but Metcalfe does seem to have been an exception, 

In after days, Charles Metcalfe used to say, that nearly all the literary 
knowledge which he had acquired in the course of hisi life^ had beeii 
gained as a boy at Eton — ^he baxl never been able to read much at a later 

S eriod of his career. How great was his application than, how ya;ried 
is pursuits, may be gathered from these extracts. G-reat men are not to 
be tried by ordinary rules; they make rales for themselves. I would 
rather think of a fine open-spirited boy, boating, swimmmg, playing, ever 
gating into mischief at school, and in the holidays spending half hl^ time 
on the back of a pony ; and I should, as a rule, believe, that in ^sueh/^it**^®* 
ing there were more hopeful assurance of turning him, in due tune, into* i 
useful servant of the state, than in the discipline of such Continued bobSi-* ‘ 
work as is recordedinCharles Metcalfe^s Journal. But it Was fortohatO, in 
this instance, that "the bent of the boy’s inclination was ratlier towards 
intellectnal ikm i^uscular exercise^tbat he spent bis leisure hours with 
Ariosto and Chf^rton, with Gibbon and Yoitaire, rather than with tilC 
boats’ crews av^ ^e Eton Elevens. If he had been Captain of the'^lljiofi.ts, 
and beaten and Winchester off his. own bat, he could nothflfcye 

grown into a manlier Statesman. But if he bad not acqnurod & lOve of 
literature, and some knowledge of books at school, he would iiever have 
acquired them at all; ahd thoiwh he inig%| i^l have distinguished 
himself greatly On the theatre of the world, St is hard to say hoW mneli 
might have been wanting from the oompleten^ of the character, which , 
it is the business and the privilege of the biq^jipher to illustrate in' these 
pages. 



agree, ‘-wiili 

l)»|ii ^biogri^)|^ k msi ^well .tbat .,<h#^".'Yea4 an<l ^ 

go along if ith tbem 
in their Chat he did not studv more, or that his studies 

were eiit^h^Jfhen he had reached his fifteenth year. Ha 
might have gained more extensive information on liter- 

ary ftuMechif h^ he been allowed to remain a couple of yeare 
3ut while he might) or might not, have enlarged 
Mb information, he would almost certainly have enlarged hie 
dogmatism ; and we do not think it at all likely that he would 
hay6 been a wiser man or a better Governor than he actually 
turned out. There are matters in regard to which no general 
rule can p^ibly be laid down- — and while yonn^ Metcalfe’s 
education might be far from theoretical perfection, it is difiicult 
to say, looking back from the stand- point of the culininatiou 
of his career, ly hither any other would have been much better 
for him. At the end of March, l&OO, Metcalfe quitted Eton, 
and in the middle of June ha sailed for India. But in the 
interval be had time to form an attachment, which seems to 
have, influenced bis future life to a considerable extent. Pro- 
bably it had been well that it had been ripened into matrimony ; 
but it was the old story of the course of true love, a riv.er 
whose channel seems to be as rocky as that of the Thessalian 
Peneus. As it was, ilie influence of this boyish attachment was, 
doubtless, favorable. Next to religion,” says a book that at 
the moment of the present writing happens to be open on 
onr table, “ tliere is no charm so, powerful to soothe the sorrows 
of exile, and to keep inviolate virtuous principles, as carrying 
within the heart the talisman of a pure and reciprocal love.” 
Doubtless, there is much that is ridiculous in the idea of love 
at the tender age of fifteen, bat tliere is much tliat is serious 
also. 

Qn the first day of January, 1801, which his biographtri*# 
mtestionable accurat^y^ calls the first day of the preset emtory, 
the future Governor-General entered the river ^n 

the third be made his entrance into the I^alati^ 
landed with a resolution to devote himself with jpower to 
study, which resolution, says his biographer, “ we^t- the way of 
young Civilians’, resolutions in general.'* The ga|pties of Cal- 
cutta Society were more attractive than the Odes; ^f .Hafiz, or * 
the profundities o( the Bhmmata Oita, But his journal testifies, 
that bis studies, though fitml and irregular, were intense, and 
in duc tee acquired a competent knowledge of the lan- 
guages of th^ East. On the 4th day of be was admitted 
into the of Fort William, being the mst student admit- 



tediato tfaat inedtcitio9<> !lto||pho 
he -was, or &&'iaed 

mitted a fo^a) request to his Mb^' to bO ^nutted lo 
the service. Bat ' 

lliarcVa I^rtdenee; ihat ' 

Ri^ugh^faew tlmiabiow ^ 

And in this case the Providence acted the ehamiel of 

the old Major and his kd^ wife. The ktfejS ^!iis motliSr iim- 
eensibleand to the point. She vras a ^*^strOng*-&inde<l woinaUw;*^ 
and when her eon sent forth life sehtkoienCa) she pid 

tliat they came from his stomach and not from.^is Ibeiirt. You 
‘ will laugh at my sending you out aboxofpitl^' % IkTiss S — 

‘ but I think you are bilious, knd they will be pf gri^t sOryice^’* 
And Mrs. Metcalfe was right in the maim Wfiat lifer son 
required was simply to have the nonsense iaughod out of him. 
Had his parents consented to his w’ish, and permitted hjin to 
return to England, he would, probably, have been the first to 
regret it, and long before he could feave reached England, he 
would have been as anxious to return to lutlia as lie now was 

to quit it; or if the thought^ of Miss 1) had sufficed to keep 

up his resolution during the whole period of his voyage, at all 
events six months of idlenessJn England w'ould certmnly have 
cured him of his Indo-phobia. Instead of quitting India to b© 
an idle and a useless man, as would infallibly have been the 
case had he got his own \vill, he left Calcutta m January, 180*^ 
to enter upon a career of usefulness and activity, which led him 
on eventually to the highest offices in the state. Be was ap« 
pointed Assistant to the Resident ai the Court of Scindia, 
and set out to join his appointment. His principal Was Colonel 
Collins, an old friend of his father, who Was probably willing 
to requite the kindness which he had received from the Major, 
by doing all that lay in his power for the advantage of young 
Charles. But his ideas of kindness w'^re peculiar — a ckver, 
gruff old Indian, who regarded all yoqng men ais * puppies, and 
felt it an incumbent duty to dock their ears. Mr» Kaye’s com- 
ment upon the whole naatter is in the spirit of tte Baconian. 

That Jack Collins ’* and Chiules Metcalfe lUd their differences, and 
could not agree to differ amicably and philosophically, is dear. " ^he 
story is a very old one ; within every man^s‘ experience ; ihtelHgft)le ; 

Ijrithout , mystery. Colonel Collins was cold* ^In^erious and overbear- 
ing. Be liras known by the name of “ King CSoUinsi’* ia|d he tad little 
toleration for those who did not recognise his \ sovereignty. He looked 
upon Charles Metcalfe as a vassal and as aboy. I He stood upon his posi- 
tion, and he stood upon his age. He exacted a |feferenOe which the youth 
was slow to concede ; he daimed a superiox^ which was not Wiili^ly 
acknowle^ed. The boy thought the man m^0ga|^ and domineerk;^/ '^e 
man thought the boy forward and presumptuous. ' It is probable that both 
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Were right. It is almost a condition of early talent to be vain and self^ 
auificient. Xt does li<»t much matter. The vanity and self-sufficiency are 
soon rubbed off. . ' 

Quite true. But liow ? Generally by the very processes to 
which old Jack subjected younjj Charles. ‘‘It is good for a 
man tba* he bear the yoke in his youth;” and we have not any 
ilou:bt that Metcalfe was all the better for having “ his nose 
held to the grinding-stone.” However, he resigned his ap- 
pointtnent, and on the 10th September, 1802, he arrived in 
Calcutta. Three weeks later he was appointed an Assistant in 
|he .oflSce of the Chief-Secretary to Government ; and here his 
IjSScial life properly began, for now he had made up his mind 

abide by lus calling, and gradually did he enter with more 
alacrity on the discharge of his duties, and more and more did 
he concentrate his stumes to the point of preparing himself for 
the responsibilities of an Indian official. So far as appears 
from his letters and journals, he seems to have now stood aloof, 
to a great extent, from the gaieties and dissipations of Calcutta 
Society, to have plodded contentedly at his official work, and 
to have spent a large portion of his leisure time in historical 
studies. Altogether Charles Metcalfe is now a promising 
young man, having got rid of most of the nonsense which 
made him fanc^ himself so unhappy during the first months 
of his sojourn in the orient. Yes — a promising lad enough- 
much given to theorize, and to hll his common-place book.vpth 
rather dry dissertations on rather dry subjects, but still a y^uth 
with a warm heart and a strong head. l3iit, perhaps, th# turn- 
ing-point of lv|8 life, the great crisis of his career, aates from a 
visit of his elder brother Theophilus, who took a run from 
China, and dropped in upon him quite unexpectedly. Theo- 
philus was a fine light-hearted fellow, who topk things as they 
came, and had npt a particle of that nmsensem his composition, 
whu^fa at one time had formed so large an element in that of 
Charles, and of which lie had nbt got completely rid even yet. 
It was a great matter for Charles to be now brought into contact 
with this brother. And then in April, 1803^ he was placed in a 
position that brought him into immediate conta^l with a great 
man and with great measures. He w^as then appointed an Assis- 
tant in the offi<!^ of the Govornor^General, and was employed, as 
however humble a wheel, in the great machine of diplomacy and* 
The following picture is so well sketched, that although 
it may bf more appropriately ticketed ‘a scene in the life of 
/Lord J^^lesley’ than in that of Charles Mftealfe, we can- 
not resist the temptation to give it a place in our gallery. 

♦ * ^ * At kenoughtc say, that the complication of olfairs, tbreat- 

enlug as it did to involve the Britbu power in the greatest war iu whicb it 



lOttfD silsrCAtPBl. /' ,• 

had evm be^ erigpged la lodla^ a large amoaat «rf 

Govemor-GenerM^s ofliea; aiid Uxe^ aU the eaergiofs of’^ 

Lake^wd Wellesley were m ^ inhsiiting. the op|>ortuuity 
was certaiQjj^hat no Statesmai!t!|h^p>< dipkUejr, could avm^lhe 

Inevitable coliislon. Whateve^r hi#re Ij^qi the wishes of the Govim^* 
General, I aqa afraid it cannot be smd, ljhai;|th^\bby# M him (Mce Whre 
desirous to arrest the^war, win} Is^eatid in thenrognii df‘ 

events, and their sympathies wote not 'wilh ^jlgigisiicevi^ §lo it 
pned, that when inteUlgence re^hedCalcnlj^ thf^inticipated 

had actually taken place, and tpat O^Umet %)o|inad|jM cplitted Scin^V % 
Court, Metcalfe and his associates were thrpwai inte7atkte ci 
in which there was no great interinfljtturo bf^aih. Jfi^wi^,il|^eed^ ameino^ 
rable day. There are men still living, wbo^ afw tw lapsaof h^a century* 
remember all the circumstances of that eveninj^^aa vivWjt as thot^l^ they 
had occurred in th^resent reign. .Forspmed^s, the **gloriona UtC® 
as his disciples affectionately called Eord Wellesley, had beei; pt^ing 
one of the halls of Government House, girding himse^ ttp^lorl^ 
approaching crisis ; and now he was prepared to meet it. Aided by 
Edmonstone, the political Secretary, whose knowled^ was as ready as it was 
extensive, he now dictated instouctions to Colituiel Collins, now^ to 
LidLe, now to Arthur Wellesley, now to John Malcolm, and now to Close 
and Kirkpatrick, the Residents at t^e Courts of thei Feishwa and the 
Nizam. All day long these w^^lity ’despatches ^w beneath tlje hands 
of the young scribes. The brW twilight of the Indian evening paased^ 
and left the work only half done. But still by the bright lamp-light the 
youn^ writers resolutely pjied their pens, as hour after hour the Governor- 
General continued to dictate the despatches, upon which the fate of prin- 
cipalities depended. Words of encouragement little needed, came, freely 
from him, as he directed this greit work, and still, as Adam, Bayley, Je®«» 
kins, Metcalfe, Cole, Monckton, and others wrote and wrote ^es© weighty 
despatches, upon which the events of the gr^t war were to turUi he told 
them ever and anon, that their work woula Soon pe done* and that thei^ 
was a table spread for them in the banquet-ro<^' at which they might pre- 
sently drix& success to the campa%n. Though it was now the ekhaxisting 
month of August, and rest and food were denied to them throughout many 
long hours, there was not one of them who flagged at his desk. Sustained 
by their youthful enthusiasm, they continued at their work ^ till past mid- 
ht ; then weary^ hungry andathirst, they were conducted to the table 
which had been spread sumptuously for their entertainment. It wai^ « fes- 
tival not soon to be forgotten. A special message from Lord Wmleiley 
instructed them to give fiSl vtent to their hilarity—* to use his cellar , . 

though it were» their own, and not to think tha^ they wei*e boUpd to be 
quiet because Uiey were in Government House. So they drank success to 
the campaign in good earnest ; toasted the glorious WeMley and his glori- 
ous broSier ; toasted ^General Lake and Colmtei Ste^r^8on; toas^ the 
British Soldier and Jack Sepoy ; and fin^y toa«M one another. iLn^tle 
Governor-General did not complain that next day his office ■' waa :iiot 
jg very efficient 

Who, on reading this extract, doea lot feel tiie wish liae 
within him, that he were “ a gbrioua lit% man" too ? Gentle 
reader, and why not? Yon and we majfs or we may not, be 
or become Ooremor>6eaeral of Indie. % Bat tbat’a - nmther 
here nor there.” It may be ours ami yiore none the less to 
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slied a gaflrai itai^6iaci ai^ound us, to make our associates feel 
that it is pleasatit to be with us, to make our subordinates feel 
that it is pUasatit to serve us — to kindle or cherish the of 
enthusiasm in some young breasts, and stir them up to fight 
all the ihofe manfulljr the great life-battle — and he who does 
all this, is a glorious little man, aye, a gloriously great man, whe- 
ther he wield the sceptre of subject realms, or preside at the 
humble family bo^d. It might have been all the better, had 
the toasting been more restricted, and the “ office^’ had been 
ready to begin work next morning; but this was the fault, not 
so much of the glorious little man, as it was of the times in 
which he lived. It is the discovery of more modern days that 
fuan may be merry without being unwise : and a discovery it is, 
worthy to take its place with the rail-road, the electric tele^ 
graph, the stereoscope and the lucifer-match, — even the dis- 
covery, that the effusion of an inordinate quantity of champagne 
is not essential to the success of a campaign, and that good 
humour and eVen merriment may be maintained without the 
stimulus of** universal punch.^’ 

The period of Metcalfe’s employment in the office of the 
Governor-General, was signalized by his production •of a 
memorandum, or minute, as such documents are called in 
India, on a proposal to station a subsidiary force in the 
territory of Scindia. This document is given entire by Mr. 
Kaye, and is a very favorable specimen of the composi- 
tion of a young statesman. It received the 
mendation of tord Wellesley, and^as the first 
said to have ^aned the tame tiger from all liking to tliC slops 
on which he had been previously sustained, commenda- 

tion of the Marquis, seems to have effectually revolutionized 
young Metcalfe’s tastes, who, instead of longing any more for 
the dull respectability of a desk in Downing-street, now de- 
voted his iVhole energies to the service in which he was destined 
to attain so great distinction. Shortly after, he properly 
began his career, being attached as a Political Assistant to the 
staff of Genera!^ Jjake. Those were the dayp when travelling 
!n'Iuij|Ua was somewhat more exciting than it is generally in 
these lays, when an attack cf dacoits bn a Eur&pean traveller, 
though not mtbgether a matter of ihe past, is’ so rare, as to 
be the exception rather than the general rule. As our young 
^mltticar’ was wending his way to join the army of Lord 
Lake, meditating deeds of lofty chivalry, or haply wishing 
that the bearers would not grunt quite so loud, or jolt quite so 
much, his palaiiqtiin was suddenly stopped by a band of armed 
Jobbers. and attendants, abounding more, in 
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diseretion than in 4^ od>«|r vidoiftr. 

doubtless, that if th^ ^ advafK^ te liijun yi||aQ **j 
runs away over him w, ho *V%ht4tii h«:^ «iiaip',”^ 
ct fortiori in his favor, who I , 

dropped the palanquin «nd # ,#j«>^ Jiirt8ac«L , 

odds were ahoge^er t^vOrposi^i^ |ti| the 'young Etoi^^T 
would not yield withont h ain^^iii « eluh f^pl^ 

the hands of one of bis assailJi^|f^j|^'lbir a^^tt^e |fme mai|it<i 
tained the unequal contest. But hH 
powerless by a stroke from *tuJw|w-”^l4E|^; |B|iii^ 
of two of his finders. Resistance, .baa ; been vaint’pil^ slo^g ; it 
was now imposable. , It was all that oeuld hi hoi||»d frfr,.tbat 
he might be allowed to escape and leave his assail^a to jifte 
his ^lanquin at their leisure. He esfmped aeookdtogl]^ Into 
the jungle, and soon sank exbansted on the bank, of a riyer. 
After a while he was able to crawl back and sm how the lana 
lay. The daeoits had not yet completed their work of spcdia;- 
tion, but ere long it was finished, the discreet bearers retarned 
to their duty, and Metcalfe was “carried on to Cangnpore, 
where, under the care of bis aunt, Mrs. Richardson, be soon 
recovered from his wounds, and proceeded onwards to the 
camp of the Gommander4n-CJuef.” 

His position in Iddce’s camp ivas at first an mtiileasant^ ones. 
He was of coarse treated with respect by those in aatltority« 
and with no absolute incivility by the offii^rs with whom hf 
associated ; but it was evident enough that they regar^d him 
as an iaterioper. He was styled the “ elork,” and was ob%ed 
to “ hold his manhood cheap while any spoke ,” that had taken 
part in the stirring scenes, that had been enacted before he 
joined’ the camp. It would not have been very wondmful if, 
in the spirit of those times, these taunts and sassumptiotta had 
incit^ Metcalfe to vindicate his character for “ pluck,” W phal-; 
lenging one of bis rivals. But perhaps the young Eteman 
may have remembered the episode m Pulfiq and Yarent^c 
elegantly introduced into Csesar’s Commentaries “ Erant in ek 

* legione fortissimi viri eonturiones, qui jkm primis ordinibus ap- 
‘ propin^narent, T. Pulfio et L. Yaronn& Hi perpetoM . 01 ^ 11 - 
‘ troversiae inter se habebant, qainamani!bfnrrotar,omiu{Rm|qpie 
‘ annis de loco summis rimultatibns eentendehant. iis 

* Pulfio, cum acerrimo ad muniticmespi^naretur, * Quidduln- 
‘ tas,’ inquit, ‘Vareae?^ Aut quern locim prcibanche virtntb 
' turn spectas 7 hie, hie dies de aostris ccptrovdlws jndioahtt.’ 

‘ Hsbo cum diaisset, proeedit extra mtiutiones, quseqne pars 
‘ hostinm confertissima vigi tot, in earn, u^mpit.” Be this ,-aa 
it may, our young polititol adopted £ similar methm ' 
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mdl^iing and establiabiug bis r^pptation in tbn 

Britisli^amp^ of Deegj, about Ibriy-flrn milns 

distantWoin, Agr^ lir&B be reduced; after six days’ battering 
a breach ^as f^eciedi and a storming party was told off to 
enter. i^arty Wtetcalfe yplnnteered to accompany ; he 

received ipormission, and was one of the first to enter the 
b|^eh« ' tee effect of this upon his warm-hearted associates 
needs nbt be told. From that day be was the admired of all 
admirers, £i*oiu the old hero Lord Lake, who used to call him 
his “ little stormef down to the unbearded ensign, who, if such 
slang was current in those days, would of course pronounce the 
pi^f definite opinion, that Metcalfe was s. brick, and no mis- 


Our author expends a considerable amount of ingenuity, in 
vindication of this escapade of the young Civilian, on the ground 
that be was very young, and that some such demonstration as 
this was necessary, in order to increase his influence, and so tp 
enable him to discharge his important functions with advantage. 
We would treat the matter differently. The thing was wrong, 
simply^ But the fault was not Mr. Metcalfe’s, but Lord Lake’s. 
Lord Hardmge understood a soldier’s duty better, when he or- 
dered “ little Arthur ” to the rear, although Arthur held no res- 
ponsible office such as that which Metcalfe beld> ind which 
should htive prevented Lord Lake’s permitting him to exppse 
himself to unnecessary danger. Howeyer? es the, tning 
turned out, no evil befel, but much goodi ^ In kh mpne Appro- 
priate sphere, Metcalfe rendered excellent serti#^ and acquit- 
ted himself in a position that would;leera, but for the result, 
tb have been fai* beyond his powers, to admiration. We can- 
not afford to enter into the details, nor would they be of 
much interest, if compressed into a brief space. Suffice 
it to say that, at the urgent soUcitation of Sir John Malcolm, he 
remained with the army tffl the close of the war, and rendered 
excellent service in his own department. Meantime, the glori- 
ous little man” had taken his departure from the shores of India, 
and on hia arrival in England, had gladdened the heart of Sir 
Thomas Metcalfe, iy a glowing account of the talents and pros- 
pects of his son. We doubt imt that there was joy in Portland 
Place that night, and that the father and the mother,, though 
neither of them disposed to the melting mood, shed tears of 
joy as their hearts oyerflowed with thoughts of their absent boy. 

Ityis not within our province tp discuss the politics of X^rd 
. Cornwallis during his Ibrief administmtion. B^d these been 
far more to the taste of young Metcalfe than they were, he 
would liave b^n 4i$IK>9ed to contrast them with those of his 





it is I^ia'' 

in exohan^^'liM4'''V^leil^ for,^ 

* 'be melancb6^.”'-iiijr^«fe,*'Bi‘' 

Hr. Sherer, “ td tu|a^ 

left to be''‘’don#'OV*e#_'«|teiiii''';' I'ilttoffe'forltM’bestlrom 1K 
C.’s admiaivtndi^n /''liitlt atp I cdiM^ w||^at'''i^nSd<^|si^;’ 
It is surely 'anwise 'to 
Chief, and to ftto^'ail operltloas 

shhll bare Hblknr'n^r osiaa'fbw ttfytd 

as money.” But money was j ttst tiha^i^bg . |bat Slam <bf id 
not send : and it was the want of this .ihdlhip&Mll|ib 
war,” more than the pacific intenfion df our rttlera, (tb]oaj|i|,’i|hiW 
were doubtless peacefully disposed) that led wt hit^ tb 
rangement of a treaty of peace with Holkar. * On the f^U'''e^_' 
January, 1806, Metcalfe was sent to the camp of Hblkay, a' 
visit of ceremony on the part of some English gentlelnan 
being desired by the old Mahratta, in order to give assnrance 
to his army that the pe|^e^ was really «« /int fiocon^, and 
not one of those ruses that he was in the habit of practsing. 
He was received with unbounded joy and rapture in the oM 
tiger’s den. His sketch of the visit is worth franling. 


JEk-phushm-oo-dottla's [the bne-eyedt appearance is very graVte^ hii 
countenance expressive, his manners ana Conversation easy, ^biadnot 
at all the appearance of the^ courage that we know him to have, ihe saute 
countenance, however, which wsts strongly, expressive of joy, when J 
saw him, would look very black under the influence <rf rag^ <a any 
dark passions. A little lap-dog was on bis musnud, a strange play- 
fellow for Holkar. The jewels on hb neok were invaluably rich. WUh 
these exceptions, there was nothiug extraordinary in his durbar, wych 
was just as might have been expected tmder tie ciroumstanoee of hb 
situation. . 


This was the last scene of the war-drama. Mr. K&yp glyes' 
pointedly the conclusion that we have hintbdiflt above, as tP 
the cause of the dropping of the curtain. spoke and' 

‘ wrote in those da^S eagerly and emphatically, according to 
‘ the light that w'as in them : and it is ndt for Us, after the lungfe 
‘ of half-a-centUry, to condemn 'fbe.m Ibr^ that one-sid^dtiMis, 

‘ which is apparent in <U1 tlieii«|kgtiin«mts. TheLt^O]*^ 

‘ were right at Muttra and Bmki. The Barlow jmrty were 
‘ right at Calcutta. The views of both ^rtles tvere ’ting^ by 
^ local and indidenfal mrcnrastances. ;if Bairlow had eo^~ 

‘ manded the army, he would probabw havp bwa As eager 
‘ for the prosecution of the war, as l|dte, if be had 
the head of the adminfetration, and ii^ediately respbiirii^e 
‘ to the Home Government, would havelwen for its desi^fien. 
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* And I do not doabt that Obarles Metcalfe, if he had been 
‘ Aeccu^iuit €|ienera1, would have written just such letters as 
‘ flow*feoai the pen of Henry 8t. George Tucker.” 

Without any particular leaning to Cobdenism, we confess 
that we yroula rather take a brief from Barlow and Tucker 
thfin from Lake and Metcalfe. Apart from higher considerations, 
we have really had no occasion to destroy our enemies in India 
by a summary process ; if left alone, they always destroy them- 
selves. But we believe that peace was in 1806* a necessity. 
Without money the war could not be carried on, and money 
there was none. It was,not a question of giving or withholding 
what was. It was the necessity of not giving what could in 
no way be procured. 

Metcalfe’s occupation as a diplomatist was now at an end. 
The ^ office of the Governor-General had been abolished ; 
and his orders were, that he should remain with Lord Lake, 
till his services were no longer required, and that he should 
then return to the Presidency, in order that when opportuijuty 
should offer, he might be employed in some other feipiach of the 
public service. He did not much like this 
solved to ‘‘proceed leisurely.’^ He arrived, hoiiriN^^r, ;m Cal- 
cutta, about the end of the month of July, ajpii** was j^Apubtless 
received with joy by those who knew him, j^ough most of his 
friends of the “ office,” and the “ Howe-Boys,” were now 
scattered over the country. But while^theaffectionate heart 
that was in the youth fek the blank, yet he was now too much 
a man of mark to be solitary in a city, which has ever been 
rather famous for a lionizing tendency. Nor had he long to 
wait in idleness. In the course of three weeks be received an 
appointment as first Assistant to the Resident at Delhi. His 
principal was Mr. Seton, one of our Indian worthies, whom one 
could have liked to know. He had made a most earnest appli- 
cation to have Metcalfe appointed as his Assistant, and the 
terms in whicn he made the application are as creditable to 
Metcalfe, as any of the many panegyrics, that were pronounced 
upon him in the course of a long and distinguished iffe. 

“ Although my personal knowledge of Mr. Metcalfe,” he 
wrote to Col, Malcolm, ‘^ is^||iit slight, it is sufficient, to con- 
‘ vince me of the truth of wha^ you say respecting him. We 
‘ met but once. But it was such an onox ! So interesting a 
‘ meeting ! I already know a great deal of his character from 
‘ faeving seen many of his private letters, and from having 
‘ been in the habit of familiar intercourse with many of his 
‘ friends. As a young man of most nncomiUoii abilities and ac- 

* vquirements, Hot to have known him would have argued 
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‘ ttiysejf unknown! Wkw^i^r^me^ wo inofet> li 
^ meet him as a stranger. EreB mnee, I have been omW 
‘ many enthuslastio admirers. In the arrangementlKto b# 

* formed for conditeimg the publki;. business at Belhh the elaims 
‘ of such a candidate cannot be ordrioolEed/^ 

Under such a superior there was no dangel' of Metcalfe’s 
suffering as he did iinder King Coilins; but he felt it paopltil 
to be deferred to so much as ne waiS|^ a man of Mr* ^ton*« 
position and abilities. We think it was Robert Hall that des- 
cribed some man as offering a constant appl*l[y to man- 
kind, for presuming to occupy the aatne eartn which thev 
inhabited ; and Mr. Seton seems to haire bemi affected wiln 
some portion of this excessive, humility, which is perhaps 
scarcely less painful when exhibited towards an ingenuous 
young man by his superior in age and position, than is Ih^ 
presumptuous insolence of a man of the opposite character, 
when dressed in a little brief authority. But withal, Seton was 
a man of noble mind, and personally there was nothing but 
mutual esteem and affection between him and his first Assistant. 
Officially, however, it was scarcely so. The same deference 
w Inch, exhibited towards himself, Metcalfe felt to be painful, he 
could only condemn as at once undignified and dangerous, 
when manifested towards the puppet Emperor, and his haughty 
family. Metcalfe would have established matters on their true 
foundation, by resisting every attempt of the royal family to 
be or to seem aught else than they were ; Seton thought it 
better to give way in small matters, that he might interpose 
with the better effect in great ones. That the Assistant knew 
human nature better than the principal, will scarcely be 
doubted. 

In the same letter in which Metcalfe communicates to Sherer 
his views on this point, he makes an announcement for which 
we were not prepared, — that he was dreadfully and hopelessly 
in debt. “ My finances,” says he, “are quite ruined, exhausted 
‘ beyond hope of any reasonable repair : you know that I am 
‘ very prudent : prudence is a prominent feature in my eharac- 
‘ ter : yet ever since I came to the Impeml station, I have gra- 
‘ dually ^been losing the grounds which I had gained Snt,the 
‘ world, and at length 1 find myself coii0i4ei*ahly lower than the 
‘ neutral situation of having nothing ; a^ without some un- 

* looked-for and surprising declaration nf the fates ip my 

* power [favour ?j, I see nothing but debt^ debt, debt, debt after 
^ debt, before me.’^ Debt was indeed the normal condition of 
young Civilians in those days, who used to^ftalk of the time they 
had taken to “ double the Cape,” i c., to'get beyond a lakh of 
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thd Voyage of indebtedness. Bat we had supposed 
that Metcalfe Imd been an exception to the rule. It appears, 
however, that it was otherwise, and that this was the second 
time that he bad fallen into this condition. But on both oc- 
casions he resiolntely set himself to the task of extrication, and 

S t both occasions he nobly succeeded without external aid. And 
is was the last time that he ever fell into debt. 

Metcalfe^s situation was not at all to his mind. In addition 
to his dissent from the principles of Mr. Seton’s procedure 
towards the royal family, which, however, never interfered 
0th their personal affection and mutual esteem, he was liable 
:o be distracted from the political line, of which he had made 
a decided election, to tlie Revenue and Judicial, to which, both 
from taste and principle, he had a strong dislike. But this 
State of things aid not long continue. In June, 1808, he was 
appointed by Lord Minto to one of the most important, and at 
the same time one of the most congenial offices in the whole 
service. At that time it was deemed necessary, as it has so 
often been deemed since, to “make all snug ” on our Northern 
and Western Frontiers, so as to be prepared for the expected 
storm of a French invasion. With this view Sir John Malcolm 
was sent to Persia, Mountstuart Elphinstone to Cabul, and 
Charles Metcalfe to Lahore. The selection of a man of 23 
years of age for a Mission of such mighty importance, and the 
entrusting him with so large discretionary powers, was one of 
those great experiments on which few men like to pass a judg- 
ment, until light is cast upon them by the event. In March, 180&; 
Metcalfe was waging the great “tea controversy” with hb tutor at 
Eton ; and recording in his journal, that but for their last des- 
pairing struggles, they should have failed. In June of the same 
year he was “ sighing like a furnace” through love of Miss 
I)- — In June, 1801, he was entreating for*pofmis8ion to leave 
India for ever, and be appointed to the humblest situation in a 
Government office in England. But, lo ! in 1803, he is charged 
with most important functions as the Repl^esentative of the 
Governor-General with the army, and now, in 1808, he is sent 
to cope with the old lion of the Punjab ;— (he was not very 
old then, but we can never fancy him but as an oW fellow). 
We do not remember, whether the author of Coningsby 
includes Metcalfe amongst the list of men who have sig- 
nalized their early years by great exploits ; but a more re- 
markable example could scarcely be furnished by univer- 
sal history. To the enthusiasm of youth he united a won- 
derful hmoupt of that sagacity which is generally regarded 
as the fruit of long experience, and the two rendered him 
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a worthy represea tetke of the Eaglish nation,, at the eofart 
of a man, who, with all his faults, and they were 
could estimate these qualities. How much the erUente 
that subsisted so long between the English and Rumjit Singi 
was due to the impression made upon him by this mission, it 
is of course impossible to determine; but it is not difficult to 
j^erceive, that an Envoy of a diffierentcfiaractor might hare pro*- 
duced a different result, and have altered the whole history of 
the Punjab during the last half century^ By a union of 
ness ancf conciliation, by carefully distinguishing Imtween the 
spontaneous promptings of the noble savage's own mind, and 
what was instilled into it by his interested courtiers, ky maintain- 
ing his own dignity, and paying all |>roper respect to him to whom 
he was sent, he gradually overcame suspicion and prejudice, 
and succeeded in impressing Eunjit with the conviction, that it> 
w’as for his interest to maintain friendly terms with the Company’s 
government. It is impossible for us to enter into the detail of 
the marchings and counter-marchings that Metcalfe was obliged 
to endure, following in the wake of this most err^ic genius, nor 
yet into the alternations of hope and fear excited by bis vacil- 
lations. The results of the mission are recorded in history, 
and have been more than once referred to in the pages of the 
Calcutta Revieio, Suffice it to state here, that after delays and 
evasions innumerable, on the part of Eunjit, after a display of 
most admirable temper, and firmness, and wisdom on the part 
of Metcalfe, the conquests of Eunjit on this side the Sutlej 
were given up to those from whom they had been wrested, 
and that a treaty of general amity was concluded on tiie 
25th of April, 1809, and signed at Umritsir by Eunjit himself, 
and by C. T. Metcalfe on the part of the British Government. 
It is to us very pleasing to find, in the midst of a long chapter 
filled with details of chicanery on the one side, and uncompro- 
mising severity on the other, such a paragraph as the following, 
indicating that harassing distractions of diplomacy had not 
stilled the beatipgs of the warm human heart in Metcalfe's 
breast. 

IvL the middle of November he had received tim distressing intelligence 
of the deatji of his aunt Richardson, to whom h® was deeply attached. 
Some letters written by him at this time, to his afficted uncle, and to his 
“ dear, and now, alas I only aunt,** Mrs. MonsoU^ express the strength 
of his grief. He was eager at first to know whethe|: his dear, dear aunt, 
in her illness, ever thought of him.’* ^ With her rfend,** he added, occu- 
pied by thoughts of her children and her beloved sisters, I cannot 
expect tnat she did.** But all thoughts of his ow^ soja^ws passed away as 
he dwelt on the sufferings of the huAand and ^e£ and prayed that they 
might be comforted and sustained by Him, who al^e has power to wipe 
away all tears from our eyes. " May the giver Of ill things,*’ he wrote to 
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IiIji unde, “ WK patieme and fiiititude to support you under the 
heavy pressure! And now. Lord, what is my hope ? Truly, my hope is 
even in Thee* In the midst of life we are in death, of whom may we seek 
succour, hut of Thee, Oh Lord ? Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, 
for they rest from their labours.” 

The Lion of the Punjab having at last shaken paws with his 
Tneiaphorical brother of Britain, the negotiator left Umntsir on 
the 2nd of and on the 6th of June reached his old quar- 
ters at Delhi. His conduct was declared by the highest authority 
in the country to have ‘‘established a peculiar claim to public 
^ applause, respect and esteem.” This highest authority desired to 
see the man who had so successfully conducted so diflicult and 
delicate aii enterprise, and instructed him to apply formally 
for leave of absence, but to start for Calcutta as soon as he 
could conveniently do so, without waiting for the official answer 
to his application* On the 8th of July, therefore, he reach- 
ed Calcutta, where he was enabled to forget all the anxieties 
and turmoils of the last eventfhl months, m the society of his 
brother, who had come round from China, with his wife and 
little child* But he did not long enjoy this soothing society* 
Lord Minto, considering th'Jat the state of the army in the 
Madras Presidency required his presence there, resolved to 
leave Calcutta, and believing that there was no man who could 
render him so valuable service as Metcalfe, he had him 
appointed “ Deputy Secretary to the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General during his Lordship’s absence ffom the Pre- 
sidency.” Beyond a pleasant trip, and the advantage en- 
larging his circle of acquaintances, no results to have 

flowed from this appointment. While at Madras, hk heart was 
saddened by the tidings of the death of his sister-in-law, to 
whom he was greatly attached. Theophilus Metcalfe, during 
his first visit to Calcutta, had married Miss Russell, a niece of 
Sir Henry Russell, one of thO Judges of the Supreme Court. 
In the beginning of 1809, they came round to Calcutta for the 
benefit of her health, and Charles Imd all the best feelings of 
his heart called fortli by a few weeks’ intercourse with his sister- 
in-law, whom he describes as “ really one of the most sensible, 
the most amiable, and the most virtuous of women.” In 
the beginning of January he beard that she was dead, and that 
the widowed husband, and the motherless little girl, were about 
to proceed to England. As Lord Minto did not leave Madras 
till May, and as Metcalffi in February spoke of his brother’s 
being about to ml immediately for England, we presume that 
the brothers did not meet. 

Before his r#Cnrii to Calcutta, Metcalfe had been appointed 
to act as Resident at the Court of Scindia, the same Residency 
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in wliieh had begun hispoMcal career as the aubordinate ft 
Jack Collins, In this office be continued for eight or nMe 
months, after which he was transferred to the ResidSncjr df 
Delhi, on the appointment of Mr. Seton to the GoVmli- 
ment of Prince of Wales’ Island, Lord Miiito’s letter, offering 
him this appointment, gives so pleasing a view of the manners 
and kindly feelings of that noblemaht that we cannot resist thh 
temptation of transferring it to our pages. 

Loro Minto to Mr. Mktcalvb, 

Caicutta, Feh* 20, 1811, 

My Dear Sir, — You may possibly have already heard, thou^ it is 
yet in the Secret Department, that an offer has been made to Mr. Seton of 
the Government of Prince of Wales’ Island ; and although it might be 
thought that he would consider his present situation the more eligible of 
the two, I have some reasons for supposing that he will be inclined to 
accept the proposal. In that event, 1 shall with (or without) your cou'- 
sent, name you to the Residency of Delhi. I know your martial genius 
and your love of camps ; hut besides that inclination must yield to duty, 
this change will appear to fall in not inopportunely with some informa- 
tion and some sentiments conveyed in your letter to me, of the Srd instant. 
If you ask my reasons for so extra<>rdinary a choice, I can only say that, 
notwithstanding your entire ignorance of ever^^ thing connected with the 
business of Deflii, — a city which, I believe, you never saw ; and with 
Cis and Trans-Sutlej ean affairs, of which you can have only read ; and, 
notwithstanding your equal deficiency in all other more geq^ral qualifica- 
tions, I cannot find a better in the list of the Company’s servants ; 
and hope tlierefore for your indulgence on the occasion. 

So Charles Metcalfe, (says Mr. Kaye), now at the age of 
* twenty-six, found himself the incumbent of an apjmintment 
‘ coveted by the oldest officers of both services — am appoint- 
‘ ment which, in respect of its importance, its responsibility^ ’ 
^ and its distinction, was not exceeded by any other in India, 

‘ below the seats at the Council-board of Government/’ And 
never had Lord Minto reason to repent the choice that he had 
made. In all his relations with the “ Royal Family,” with the 
people, with his subordinates, and with all with whom he came 
into contact, officially or personally, he gained golden opinions. 
There was, in fact, something in the man that could not well be 
described, but which compelled - every one to like him — the 
term is far too feeble — to love him with intense affection. 
When the large loving soul of the man lighted up his rather 
homely features, he exercised an attractive influence over men 
which we have often heard described as partaking of the na- 
ture of fascination. It was a privilege to know Charles Met- 
calfe in those old*DeIhi days. No one ever charged him with 
any portion of the hauteur or presumptioti that is often sup- 
posed to be characteristic of the service td which he belonged, 
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Hud wbkii might haye been ex&usable in the case of ao young 
a manj elevated to so high a position. There was a geniality 
and a huntf^nity in his heart which kept him free from all 
taint of such a vice,— Why is it,” said Dr. Doddridge to his 
little daughter, tiiat every body loves you so much.^” “ I do 
not know,” aaid the puzzled maiden, “ unless it be, because I 
Idve every body so much ; ” and so it was with Metcalfe. Mr. 
Kaye suspects that Metcalfe was not particularly happy at this 
time, and q^uotes a number of letters which he wrote to his 
aunt, descriptive of the tedium of a life of exile, and the in- 
adequacy of riches to compensate for the separation from rela- 
tives ana friends. Now we do not, in tlie least, doubt, that when 
Metcalfe wrote these letters, he was perfectly sincere in express- 
ing the feelings of bis heart, as they were at the time of his 
writing. But we suspect that these feelings were called forth 
by the very act of writing to his aunt. His life was one of 
ceaseless activity, when he had no leisure to be either melan- 
choly or unhappy. It was only when, at rare intervals, he 
snatched a few minutes to write a home letter,” that a shade 
of melancholy stole ever him, as he pictured, in his fancy, the 
avocations of the loved ones far away. So energetic a life as 
his could not be an unhappy one, and even that kind of melan- 
choly which occasionally stole over him, was as difierent as pos- 
sible from unhappiness. We are neither poetical nor senti- 
mental, but although we may not be able quite to understand 
what the sentimental poets mean, when they talk of the “ lux- 
ury of grief,” we yet know that home feelings and home affec- 
tions, and even home longings which there is little hope of 
being able to gratify, do not render the right-minded exile 
unhappy in any proper sense of the term. Metcalfe himself 
describes the whole thing in a single sentence : — “ Writing to 
any of you always makes me sad.” But as there were no 
Peninsular and Oriental Company’s steamers in those days, be 
could have but rare opportunities of writing to “ any of you.” 
Thus the sadness was but a very small item in the congeries 
of thoughts and feelings that composed his inner life ; and 
when it did come, it was of another complexion altogether than 
unhappiness. No doubt, Metcalfe at Delhi did not sleep upon 
a bed of roses. He had to maintain a constant struggle with 
Kings, Vakeels, Sikhs, Patans, and old women and to 
these harassments was added a most uncompromising “ wig- 
gtng” from the Court of Directors. The occasion was this: 
He found the Residency in a poor state of equipment. It was 
necessary to re-furnish it entirely, and with the spirit of the 
times, with which his own liberal ideas were quite in harmony, 
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he pended a large stim for tlm purpose. The familpyhi waa 
public property, and he indented for it on the publie treasury. 
The accounts were passed hr'Calcutta, and Metcalfe wal eiiloy* 
irig what little repose his hat^ssing occupations aflowed him^ 
on the couches and ottomans Df tlm Residency. But he was 
not long permitted to be “ stretched dii tlie rack of a too easy 
chair.” 

The following missive would have disturbed the repose of a 
more somnolent person than the Hesideot of Delhi; it might 
have awakened any one of the seven sleepers, and made even 
the “ fat boy^' of Pickwickian celebrity rub his eyes and 
look around him : — • 

We consider the whole disbursement to have been incurred %nder cir- 
cumstances so directly in opposition to the regulations of which Mr. Mct- 
calte could not have been ignorant, and in a spirit of such profuse extra- 
vagance, that we cannot possibly sanction any part of them Xit without 
holding out to our servants in general, an example of the most dangerous 
tendency, as it amounts to no less than an assumed right to disburse the 
property of the Company at the discretion of individuals, divested of all 
wholesome control. We shall accordingly consider the whole of i;his dis- 
bursement as having been made unwarrantably, and under the personal 
responsibility of the Resident, and so accordingly direct, that he bo 
peremptorily required to pay into your treasury the whole amount of the 
said sum of Rs. 48,110-6-5, and that the property purchased thus irregu- 
larly, be considered as belonging to the Resiaent, and not as constituting 
any part of the Company’s dead stock. 

Lord Moira, while he communicated this letter to the Resi- 
dent, resolved to suspend the execution of the order, in the 
hope that the Court would take a more favourable view of the 
matter on re-consideration ; and at the same time John Adam 
wrote privately to Mefcalfe, “ that the Government intend- 
‘ ed to resist the encroaching spirit of the Court of Direc- 
tors.’^ It was quite as much the affair of the Government as 
it was of Mr. Metcalfe, for his accounts had been passed in 
Calcutta, and the disbursement formally sanctioned. We can- 
not quite make out from the narrative, whether the refund 
was ultimately insisted on ; but it was not of much luoment 
to Metcalfe whether it was or not. With the salary and al- 
lowances that he now had, he could afford to pay 48,1 19 Rupees ; 
and even the additional 6 annas and 6 pie would not/ have 
made him bankrupt ; and whenever he could afford a sum for 
any good purpose, he never grudged it , But be bitterly felt 
the censure pronounced upon him by bis honorable masters. 
It is probable, however, that this affair liad, upon the whole, a 
good influence upon him. It touched him in the very point 
where he was most assailable, — his desire of reputation!, or love 
of approbation. It is a great matter when a young luan is 



brOQgbt to the ^tomiastion to-do simply what is right, with- 
out referenoo to the ojanioa that may bo^ formed of bis doings 
by any mai^, or by all men. Thrice happy is the man who can 
say in down-right God’s troth, 

rv« learned to prize the silent lightning deed, 

A.nd tiot the clattering thunder at its hcels^ 

Which men call fame. 

Bather valuable learning this — worth more than 
48,119-6-5 — and learning that U seldom acquired, save in the 
echoel of disappointment. “ In whatever spirit,” he wrote to 
Lord Minto, “ my conduct may be judged — whatever return 

* my services may receive, I shall continue, as long as I serve 
‘ the Company, to serve with unabated zeal and entire devo- 
‘ tion : unfounded censure cannot depress me, neither shall it 
‘ diminish my faithful exertions. Highly as I prize the ap- 
‘ probation of the Honorable the Court of Directors, if I have 
‘ the misfortune not to obtain it, the approbation of my own 
‘ conscience will support me ; and I shall not sink under cen- 
‘ sure, however severe, when I feel that it is not merited, and 

* see that it arises from error.” And this promise he faith- 
fully kept At this very time, we find him propounding a 
most important document on the subject of the land-settlement, 
in which he proposed the system of village settlement, which 
was subsequently adopted in the North West Provinces; and 
also taking the bold step, for those times, of advocating the ad- 
mission of independent Europeans into the Company^ territo- 
ries. To us it cannot but seem a strange thing, that sensible 
men should have so long opposed tins measure. But so it is 
with all great discoveries. Men think them impossible before 
they are made, and then they wonder that they were not made 
sooner. 

We can, in an article like the present, give no idea of the 
multifarious duties that at this time occupied the attention of 
the Resident of Delhi. At a most critical period in the Ins- 
tory of our Empire in the East, with a new Governor-General 
upon the vice-regal throne ; with a council openly in disagree- 
ment with their chief, not merely upon matters of detail, but 
on the great principle on which our administration was to be 
conducted in respect of our relations with the neighbouring 
states ; with these states along our whole frontier, straining like 
greyhounds in the slip ; with an exhausted treasury and 
inefficient army ; Lord Moira required the aid and the counsel 
of men who, like the children of Issachar of old, “ had under- 
standing of the times, to know what Israel ought to do.” 
Amongst these men was Charles Metcalfe, who in official and 
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demi-official papers dificassed with great sagacity all ki^ jof 
questions, political, ffimncial and military. His cooit^ 
acceptable to'Lofd Moira, who knew how to appreciate pbtreili 
like those of Metcalfe. His senfefofs were gemnlly # 
accordance with those of the Gov^nor-Generai ; bat he ^id 
not adopt them because they wer§ ga. , lb fact, they were un- 
changed throughout the “ vigorous’' administrations of “ the 
glorious little luaB,” and of Lord Hastings, and tbe^nild and 
conciliatory governments of Cornwallis and Minto. 

* Unpractised he to fawn or seek fo^* power, 

By doctrines fashioned to the varyj ig hoar.” 

Thus prepared to like each other, by mutual esteem, and by 
a •general coincidence of sentiments, the Governor-General 
and the Delhi Resident met each other at Moradabad, at the 
end of November, 1814. 

There were many important questions to be put to the Delhi Resident 
—much iiifoniiation to be sought, which only he could satisfactorily 
afford ; — what effect our recent disasters [in the Nepalese war] had upon 
the people of the Delhi territory and the adjacent country, and on the 
minds of the dependent chiefs and independent princes of Hindostan — 
what would be their influence on the mind of Runjit Singh — what steps 
should be taken to counteract their influence — what course of conduct 
ought to be pursued towards Bhurtpore — ^>vhether, and under what cir- 
cumstances, the Governor-General should Ijave a personal interview with 
the King of Delhi — ^Avhether the power of granting native titles should be 
left in the hands of the imperial puppet, or assumed by the British Govern- 
ment — ^whether an agent from Shah Soojah, the fugitive King of Cabul, 
should be received in the vico-regal camp — and lastly, what was the gene- 
ral political aniilttHlitary condition of the Upper Provinces of India, with 
reference to the defence of our frontier, and the expediency^ of consolidat- 
ing our power in the interior of India. For the solution of all these 
questions, the Governor-General and his ministers looked eagerly to Met- 
calfe’s arrival in camp. 

The great principle of Metcalfe’s advice was, in one word, 
decision. He instinctively saw the evil at all times, and in 
those times more especially, of attempting any thing by nieam 
which might risk the possibility of failure, when every instance 
of failure must serve to increase the number of our enemies. 

He therefore urged the employment of all the forces that 
could by any means be collected, for striking such a bloir as 
would enable us to dictate terms to the Goorkhas of Neprf, 
Any thing short, of this he regarded as only exposing ourselves 
to disaster, which might issue in destruction. It is a singular 
fact — but a fact not the less — that England has always under- 
rated her enemies ; that she has scarcely eve^, been engaged 
in a war in which she did not endanger all by a feeble begin- 
ning, and refuse to put forth her powers, until she found 
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herself (ya the briuk of ruin. That we, of the present g'enera- 
tion, are worthy sons of those who have gone before Us, let 
Chillianwatla and the Crimea testify. 

One result of this meeting was a confirmation of a desire 
that bad previously been formed in the mind of the Governor- 
General, to have Metcalfe transferred to the Presidency. This 
Was difficult to arrange, and we need not enter into the details, 
which were highly honorable to all concerned. The transfer 
did not take place at this period, and Metcalfe continued to la- 
bor at Delhi with his accustomed energy. At the close of 
the year 1815 Metcalfe was enlivened by another visit of his 
elder brother ; who was now Sir Theophilus, their father 
having died in the previous year. To a man of Metcalfe’s 
feelings, the loss of his father, — and that of his mother two years 
after, were a great blow. His ideas of success were all resolv- 
able into the one of making a sufficient fortune, to enable him 
to retire and cheer the declining years of his father and 
mother. This one idea is re-produced again and again in his 
private correspondence ; and we all know what a shock is 
given to the whole mental system, when it is thus violently 
driven from the line on which it had been steadily moving. 
Well was it for Metcalfe, that he had his hands full of employ- 
ment that occupied his whole time, and more than employed 
all his energies. Not only were his strictly official duties 
of the most engrossing kind, but he was so mixed up with 
public aflTairs, that he seems to have been a sort of general 
referee in public affairs. Thus we find Sir David Ochterlony 
and Sir Jasper Nicolls reporting to him the success of their 
operations, the latter congratulating” him on the success of 
our arms against the Goorkhas. He had also a vast amount 
of private correspondence ; and his high official position did 
not set him above the numerous applications that are addressed 
to almost all men in India, for the execution of commissions 
of all kinds, from the procuring of a valuable oriental manu- 
script for a great European library, down to the purchase of a 
Kashmir scarf or a pair of bracelets for an Ensign’s bride. 

The Nepalese war being now at an end, the Government 
were at leisure to enter with less distraction on the great 
“ Central India question.” We have seen that Metcalfe enter- 
tained very decided views as to the line of policy to be pursued 
towards the native states ; and these views he now embodied 
in a most important document, which he presented to the 
Governor-General, and which, coinciding in its principles with 
Lord Moira’s own sentiments, became his main directory for 
the application of these principles. It was a game on which 
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tlie existence of onr Indian Empire was atakedi a gam# in which 
a false move miglit he fatal* The piecses on the board were not 
kings merely^ but contending dynastiesr-those that coiinfed pp 
their pedigree to the days of the Mahabharat, and those whose 
grandfathers had been cow-sherds and poUeemen ;~knight8 of 
orders unknown to our Heralds’ College, but not the less 
founded upon wild notions of chivalry ;---‘not bishops and priests 
merely, but the three great faiths divide the larger portion of 
the human race; — castles and forU that had been deemed impreg- 
nable for centuries ; — and a host of minor interests that were 
individually of comparatively little moment, but which tended 
indefinitely to complicate the game. The policy that Metcalfe 
advocated, and that Lord Moira adopted, was of the ‘*war-with- 
a-vengeance type, a line of policy that is never good in the 
abstract, but one which, in certain circumstances, may be the 
least evil of possible lines. Such circumstances, we believe, 
existed in 1816. A great war was the essential condition of 
the existence of the British power in India; and the only q^ues- 
tion was, whether we should conduct that war energetically and 
win, or conduct it so as to ensure our own destruction, and then 
leave our multitudinous and multifarious enemies to destroy one 
another. Against the decided line of policy tbeiie was an 
argument that with the borne authorities out-weighed all that 
could be urged in its favor. This was the financial argument. 
But this was at last obliged to give way to the force of circum- 
stances. The cloud gradually became blacker, and at last the 
hurly-burly began, “On the morning of the 16th of October, 

‘ 1817, tlie Governor-General took the field. Of the events 
‘ which then ensued, great events following each other in 
‘ rapid succession, until the war with the Pindaris had grown 
‘ into a new war with the Mahrattas, it is not the province of 
‘ Charles Metcalfe’s biograjrher to write in detail.” Still less 
is it the part of the reviewer of his biograi)hy to enter upon 
such details. Though Metcalfe had nothing to do with the 
fighting, he had much to do with the diplomacy of the war* 
To detach one powerful chief from the confederacy of our 
enemies, to persuade another that it was for his interest to take 
part with that power which must eventually be paramount* 
in Asia, — all this w^as not so brilliant service as the storming 
of a fort, or the leading of a forlorn hope ; but it was not less 
necessary to the success of the operations. And such were the 
duties that devolved on Mr* Metcalfe; and he performed them 
well. It has probably never been generally known, till now, 
how important was the part he acted in the subjugation and 
pacification of Central India, and how much we aud the 
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country «r© indebted to him for the establishment of that power 
which is committed to us in this land. This is one of the great 
uses of biography, as distinguished from history ; and we may 
notice in passing, that Mr. Kaye is conferring a great obligation 
on all those who desire accurate knowledge respecting the his- 
tory of British India, by composing a series of works that 
wiH constitute what we may call a biographical history of our 
Eastern Empire. 

At last the sword was sheathed “ for lack of argument,’' our 
enemies were destroyed, or converted into friends, — that term 
being used of course in a conventional sense, which those who 
know the history of oriental principalities can understand. 
Some of their princes were our prisoners, others had exchanged 
the tone of proud defiance for that of lowliest supplication.. 
India was revolutionized. From that date the British power 
was established beyond any reasonable doubt. The question 
sometimes arose till then, wlmtlier it could be maintained or 
no. . The question since then has only been how it could be 
best and most easily maintained. 

And now, for a time at least, Metcalfe's connexion with Cen- 
tral India was to cease. On the 10th of July, 1807, he had written 
to his friend Sherer ; For myself, I never, I assure you, can 
‘ lose sight of the object to w hich you guide my thoughts ; I 
‘ mean Adam's office [the Political Secretaryship,] I despair 
‘ indeed of ever gaining it, but I do not the less desire it. It 
‘ is the only situation in India that I think of I would make 
‘ any exertions to obtain it if I expected success. But I fear, 

‘ I fear, I fear, that I have no chance.” And now on the 9th 
of October, 1818, the same John Adam himself wrote to him, 
at the request of Lord Hastings, to inform him that the Pri- 
vate Secretaryship was about to be vacated by Mr. Ricketts, 
who was about to proceed to England, and the Political Secre- 
taryship by Mr. Adam himself, on his elevation to a seat in 
Council, and that Lord Hastings desired to “ double up ” the 
offices and confer them both on Mr. Metcalfe. On the 23rd 
of the same month he intimated his acquiescence in the ar- 
rangement. The pain of leaving a place where he had enjoy- 
ed much happiness, and attained much distinction, and — what 
is of far more consequence than all, — had done much good, 
was softened by the knowledge that he was to be succeeded, at 
least in a department of his office, by Sir David Ochterlony. 
This fine old soldier bad been removed from the Residency by 
Sir Georg4 Barlow, when Mr. Seton was appointed to the office. 
And although “ such an explanation of the circumstances 
‘ had been offered to him, as to convince him that he had not 
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* forfeijfced tbe liigli opinion of Ooremmeiit ” yet the iron hed 
entered deeply into W« «onl. He had achieved high dktiiietion as 
a soldier in the interval ; but he had never ceased to long for an 
opportunity of retrieving the character which be supposed llis^ 
he had There seems to us something very touching in 
the follo^ng extract of a letter that Le wrote to Metcalf in 
January, 1818. 

In twelve days I shall complete my sixtieth year; and in 
‘ that long period have never but once bad just ground to 
‘ complain of ill-fortune or ill-usage ; but that once, though 
‘ it has led me to unexpected fame and honor, has, for near- 
‘ ly twelve years, preyed upon my spirits ; and all I have since 

gained, appears no recompense for a removal which stamped 
‘ me, with those who knew me best and loved me most, as igno- 
‘ rant and incompetent, and with the world in general, as venal 
‘ and culpable. A feeling which I cannot describe, but which is 
‘ quite distinct from the love of ease and the advantages of a 
‘ Residency, makes me wish for that situation. I would not 
^ care where ; the name alone feeems as if it would wash out 
‘ a stain.” Enviable must have been Metcalfe's feelings when, 
towards the end of the year, at the beginning of w^hich tjiis 
letter was w’ritten, he was the first to communicate to his 
old friend the joyful tidings that he was to be his own successor 
in that very Residency from which he had been removed. 

So Metcalfe was inducted as Private Secretary, and, a few 
days later, as Political Secretary. We have seen how, from the 
commencement of his career, he had set up this as the great 
aim of his life ; and now lie had hit the target in the white. 
But it w^as the old story : — 

Man never but always to he blessed. 

The office, which, in a time of difficulty would have called 
forth all his faculties, required little now but hard fagging, 
official routine. Nor did he find that he occupied a situation 
of so much independence as he had held at Delhi. He was 
the one man there, at Calcutta he was one of severaL We 
cannot w’onder then, to find that he eagerly caught at a propo- 
sal made to him by Sir John Malcolm, to the eflfect that he 
should endeavour to get himself appointed to succeed Malcolm 
himself iu Central India, with the view of carrying out his 
favourite plan of so uniting and regulating the several 
states, as to form them into a separate Presidency, 
or at least a Lieutenant-Governorship. This flame kind- 
led by Malcolm's letter, acting upon the tinder of his own 
taste for grand schemes, and his felt, though scarcely acknow- 
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leJged, discontent with his present situation, was fanned by the 
receipt of a letter froth Mr. Marjoribanks, tendering his resig- 
nation of the office of Political Agent in the Nerbudda terri- 
tories. Here was tlie very scheme which Malcolm had sug- 
gested, beginning to develop itself spontaneously. If Met- 
calfe could be appointed to succeed both Malcolm and Marjo- 
ribanks, a beginning were already made, of tluit system of 
consolidation which was to issue in the union of all the Resi- 
dencies and Agencies into a single political charge. It was a 
grand scheme, wortl»y of its originator, and though not then, 
it has since been to a considerable extent realized. 'J'he 
lieutenant-Governorsliip of the North Western Pi ovinces is 
just such an office as Malcolm contemplated, although the 
iirnits of the jurisdiction may not be quite the same. VVe late- 
ly heard it asserted, that the three men in all the world who 
had most influence for good or for evil, were the Emperor of 
Russia, the Emperor of France, and the Governor of the North 
West Provinces. And, indeed, it were difficult to over-stale 
the importance of the office. Regarding the measure Met- 
calfe asked the advice of John Adam, who cordially approved 
of it, and advised that a definite proposition should bo laid 
before the Governor-General at the proper time. A scheme 
originating with Malcolm, taken npwith enthusiasm by Metcalfe, 
and cordially approved by Adam, could scarcely fail of ac- 
ceptance with Lord Hastings ; and although it was a delicate 
matter to break it to him, as it involved the setting aside of 
arrangements that he had effected with considerable difficulty, 
wnd as it might seem to betoken a want of appreciation on 
Metcalfe’s part of the honors that had been conferred on him 
by the Governor-General, yet it was favorably received* He 
seems at once to have gone into the proposal, and it was ex- 
pected that it was about to be carried out. But it was not to 
be at this time. Instead of this, Metcalfe was appointed to the 
Residency of Hyderabad, and tow^ards the close of the year all 
was ready for his handingover his Secrfetaryship to Mr. Swinton, 
and proceeding to the capital of the Deccan. Accordingly, ontho 
10th of November, lie left Calcutta, and in due time arrived at 
Hyderabad. On the 25th he was presented to the Nizam, and 
from that time he was immersed in the troubled sea of political 
and moral profligacy that inundated the court and capital of the 
Deccan. Upon political matters we can do little more than 
touch ; of the moral state of things we may form some idea 
from the manner in which Metcalfe spent his first Sabbath in 
Hyderabad. 

On Sunday, the 20th, went to Church. Afterwards returned the visit 
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©F the Commanding Officer, Colonel Boles, who, with the stafF, had eallcd 
on me on the 2f3rd* Was received in the cantonments with salntes, and 
3iad a guard of the Grenadier Company of the 30th N. I. drawn up for me 
at the Commanding Officer’s, f hud heard much of the overdoing of those 
matters at Hyderabad ; and was therefore prepared for all the honors I re- 
ceived. The Sermon at Church was about Aurungzebe, Lord Cliest^riicld 
and Mr. Fox, to the text of “ Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” 

On the 2r)tli iNovember paid my first visit to the minister, Mooneer-ool- 
Moolk, and dined with him. He hiis a, splendid house, fitted up at great 
cost, and with some taste. He gave us an excellent dinner, and conducted 
his entertainment in very good style, I am not in favor of ffining with 
j)eoplo who cannot or will not dine with us : and only went on this occa- 
sion, because I did not choose to make difficulties regarding what had been 
customary under my predecessors ; especially as I had not received charge 
of the Residency, and was in a manner under the guidance of Mr. Russell, 
who accompanied me, as did also all the gentlemen of the l?.esidency, in- 
cluding his party and mine. 

Rajah Chundoo-Lall joined us after dinner, and we got home about half 
past ten, having been entertained with a nautcli. Mooneer-ool-Moolk’s 
manners are good. Two of his sons are fine boys, Chundoo-Lairs man- 
ners are also good. 

This e^ttract excites painful feelings in our mind. But 
we are not without hopes that the date of the visit to Moo- 
iieer-ool- Moolk was the 27th, and not the 26th, not Sunday, 
but Monday. The passage was written on the 28th^ and if the 
second paragraph do not refer to the 27th, there is no record of 
that day’s proceedings. Moreover, the second paragraph is 
introduced in such a way, as if it were meant to refer to a 
different day from that to which the first paragraph refers. 
It would be, we confess, a considerable satisfaction to us, if this 
conjecture could be verified. 

(3f course Metcalfe was immediately at work. Great reforms 
had been attempted by his predecessor, Mr. Henry Russell ; 
but as yet the Nizam’s country was in a dreadful state of mis- 
goverunient. It was the Resident’s part to endeavour to put 
a stop to the disgraceful state of things, and yet the Resident 
had no authority to interfere directly with affairs of internal 
administration. “ That 4*^riug the period of Metcalfe’s Resi- 
‘ deuce in tlie Deccan, the inhabitants of the Hyderabad pro- 
‘ vinces were rescued from much oppression — that the rights of 
‘ the agriculturists were more clearly defined — that extortion 
‘ was checked — and justice rendered something better than a 
‘ mockery — is not to be denied. He did not labour in vain. 

‘ His best reward was in the increased happiness of the people, 

‘ but the commendations of the Government, ever so dear to 
* him, were not withheld. It was said afterwards, when there 
‘ was an object in the distortion of the truth, that Metcalfe had 
‘ been guilty of improper interference in the internal affairs of 
^ the Nizam’s Government. But the system was not his system. 
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‘ He found it in operation. He only gave it greater and more 
‘ beneficial effect.’ 

In our review of the life of Mr. Tucker, we alluded to the 
transactions of the "Nizam’s Government with the house of 
William Palmer and Co., which ultimately led to a collision 
between the Board of Control and the Court of Directors. 
This house had managed to get the Nizam and his Government 
entirely under their power. They had advanced enormous sums 
of money to the Government at 25 per cent, interest, and 
had received assignments of lands, yielding revenue to the 
6X|ent of thirty lakhs a year. Partly because the ori- 
ginal transaction had been sanctioned by the Resident of the 
day, and partly because one of the partners of the house was 
<jonnected by marriage with the family of Lord Hastings, the 
arrangement was generally understood by the people of the 
Deccan to be one with which the British Government had 
directly to do. This does not appear to have been the case ; 
but there seems no reason to doubt, that the “ house inten- 
tionally fostered the idea, and that they employed it for their 
own advantage. “ The house, indeed, had become so identified 
‘ in men’s minds with the British Government, that even in re- 
‘ mote districts, where the cabals of the capital were but little 
‘ known, it was said that the revenue, which they paid on ac- 

* count of the lands assigned to William Palmer and Co., was 
‘ paid into the British treasury. Gradually, indeed, there had 
‘ grown up in the Deccan a power greater than the Nizam — 
‘ grejfter than the British Resident — greater than the Governor- 

* India. It was the belief of the minister, that so long 
‘ as he had the house on his side, the support of the Resident vi^gs 

* of comparatively slight importance. To secure this, large sums 
‘ of money, in the shape of annual allowances, were paid to 
‘ members of the firm, or their near relations. Even the sons 
‘ of Mr. William Palmer, boys at school in England, grew 
‘ under this mighty system of corruj|^tion, into stipendiaries of 
‘ the Nizam. If the stipends were not paid, they were carried 
‘ to account in the books of the firm at an interest of 25 
‘ per cent. ; and thus increased the ever-increasing ern- 
‘ barrassments of the Nizam, and rendered difficult the regenera- 
‘ tion of the country.” 

Such was the state of things when Metcalfe joined the Re- 
sidency. He was more than well disposed towards the mem- 
bers of the house of W. Palmer and Co. The head of the 
firm was the brother of one of his dearest friends ; Sir William 
Rumbold was nearly related to the Governor-General, and 
had been Metcalfe’s guest at Delhi, where he had nursed him in 
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sickness with the kindness of a brother and the tenderness of a 
sister ; and Dr. Lambe was an old friend. It was not, therefoi*e, 
from any prejudice against thehousO, bat from an overpowering 
sense of duty, that Metcalfe felt himself bound to do wliat conld 
be done, to check the monstrous evil, and to rescue the Nizam 
from the hand'^ of his extortionate creditors. The method 
which Metcalfe proposed for the accomplishment of this end, 
was, that the,. Government should open a 6 per cent, loan in 
Calcutta, and that they should pay off the Nizam’s debt He 
consented to the introduction of a clause into his letter, recom- 
mending that Palmer's people should get an additional gratuity 
of six lakhs, in consideration of the loss which they would sus- 
tain, by having so large a sum of money thrown upon their 
hands before they could possibly make arrangements for re- 
investing it ; and although Mr. Kaye says, that he subsequently 
reproached himself for this good-nature, we think it was not 
more than fair. But it was of little consequence one way or 
other. Sir William Rumbold had influence enough to stir up 
opposition to the scheme in the most influential quarter, and 
moreover to embroil Metcalfe with the Governor-General. 
His remonstrance to Lord Hastings is a fine specimen of 
manly and dignified composition. He felt that he was wrong- 
ed — % one from whom he had a right to expect better treat- 
ment^ — in a particular which not only affected him personally, 
but tended to degrade his important office, during his tenure of 
it, and in all time coming, into a nullity. Metcalfe was. not 
the mtn to hold his tongue under such treatment ; ano^the 
letter which he wrote to Lord Hastings, must have shewn that 
nobleman that he could not trample with impunity on the honor 
of a high-spirited English gentleman, and a faithful and ener- 
getic public servant. We believe it was the first and the last 
time that he ever attempted to do so. The dissension rose to the 
greatest height, and it was only at the close of Lord Hastings's 
Administration, that a reconciliation was effected. His depar- 
ture took place on the first day of the year 1 823, and but 
for the injudicious revival of the controversy in England, by his 
friends and those of the Palmers, the subject might have been 
allowed to rest for ever. As it was, these friends brought all 
the artillery of invective and insinuation to bear upon the 
conduct of Metcalfe, and only succeeded in establishing all 
the more firmly his character for inflexible integrity and manly 
determination, not to be turned aside by any influences from 
the path of duty. 

We have now touched on the salient points of Metcalfe's 
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career throughout twenty-two years of liis Indian life ; and 
we doubt not that many who honor us by the perusal of our 
article, will wonder that it hitherto contains no record of his 
sicknesses and leaves of absence on sick-certificate. We 
know that there are many amongst our dear friends “ at 
home/* who conceive of Indian life as mainly composed of the 
two ingredients of getting ill and getting well. But their ideas 
are formed altogether on too limited an induction. That 
these are individuals, belonging to the class designated in 
India as ‘‘ John Company’s bad bargains/’ who spend their 
liv<^s in receiving visits of the doctor, and in paying visits to 
the hill sanatana, with occasional intervals of dull heartless 
work in the cutcherry or on parade, is doubtless true ; but the 
normal condition of Indian residents is work, energetic, vigo- 
rous work, quite as hard as is endured by Europeans in any 
zone, from the equator to the polar circles. The fact seems 
to be, that we write home month after month without saying 
any thing about our health ; then we write that we are in the 
Doctor’fif hands ; — and the latter announcement makes ten times 
more impression on our anxious friends than the previous want 
of any announcement; and the conclusion is jumped at, all 
too hastily, that we have been ill for a long time, but have 
said nothing about it, until it became impossible to conceal it. 
This is a mistake, we repeat, for it is of importance to dissi- 
pate such a mistaken idea. At all events, Metcalfe was more 
than twenty years in the country before he was visited by any 
disuse that laid him aside from active labor. And no wonder 
though at this time his health broke down. To a man of his 
constitution, the controversy with Lord Hastings must have 
been a sore trial. It was a violent shock to all his previous 
habits and ideas. And while in the midst of this period of 
anxiety and depression, he received tidings of the death of his 
elder brother. We have seen already how sincerely he was 
attached to this brother, and how good an influence the elder 
had exercised over the younger. They had both looked 
forward with earnest longing to the time when they 
should both be able to retire from their respective services, 
and settle down in England, to enjoy all the delights of taste- 
ful leisure, and especially to rejoice in each other^s society. 
But it was otherwise ordained. ISirTheophilushad gone to Eng- 
land on sick-certiticate, with the expectation of soon returning 
to China : but his malady was too deep-seated for even his 
native air to remove, and in the month of August he died. 
This was the last ingredient of bitterness infused into Charles 
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Metcalfe's cup, and as letter after letter arrived^ with the ad^ 
dress, “ Sir Charles Metcalfe^ Bart/* be thought ’^'vith bitterness 
of lieart, that the title was all too deafly bought, since it had come 
to him through the premature death of a brother, to whom he 
owed so much. His health failed under the multiplied dis- 
tress. And this advantage the weak seem to have over the 
strong, that the illnesses of the latter, when they do come, ^re 
generally more severe and intractable. A great authority 1ms 
said, that a great nation cannot engage in a little war ; and we 
may say that a strong man seldom has little ailments. There 
is something very touching in such expressions as we find in 
some of Metcalfe’s letters of this period, coming from a man 
to whom sickness is a strange feeling, — a man moreover cut 
otf from the grand alleviation of sickness, the soothing care 
of a gentle wife. Here we might quote, with more truth than 
originality, a quotation that can repetition without dan- 
ger of becoming hackneyed, ♦ 

Oh woman ! in our hours of ease, &c. 

Bui the subject is a serious one. We are no Stoics, to 
deem that sickness and pain are in any circumstances no evils ; 
but their evil is abundantly enhanced w^hen they befal the 
bachelor in a remote station. One day Metcalfe was worse, 
next he was no better, and the tliird be was not getting on so 
well as he would have liked. The tidings of his illness reach- 
ed Calcutta, and not only his personal friends were disquieted 
by the fear lest one wdiom they loved so w^ell might be ta]f;en 
away from them ; but those in the highest places in the 
state began to bethink themselves that Metcalfe was not 
a man who could well be spared. The suggestions of his 
personal friends, as to an attempt to do something for his relief, 
met wdth a ready response on the part of the highest autho- 
rities. Mr. Henry Wood, C. S., and Major Sneyd, made a 
proposal to Mr. Fendall, and Mr, Fendall to Lord Amherst, 
and Lord Amherst cheerfully consented to it. Mr. Swinton 
w^as desired to write to Sir Charles Metcalfe, that the Govern- 
ment yacht should be sent to Masulipatam with a medical 
man to attend on Sir Charles. Commodore Hayes was' in- 
structed to get the Nereide ready for sea without delay, and Col. 
Casement, the Military Secretary, was directed to apply to the 
Medical Board to select a competent Medical Officer to pro- 
ceed in the yacht to Masulipatam, and thence to Hyderabad. And 
here we cannot deny ourselves the gratification of transferring 
to our pages one of those admirable little sketches, with which 
Mr, Kaye constantly enlivens his works*a sketch which no 
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one who has ever come in contact with Simon Nlcolson, pro- 
fessionally or personally, will deem over-colored. 

The selection, however, was not primarily made by the Board. At that 
time, and for many years afterwards, the highest Medical authority in 
India was Dr. [Mr.] Simon Nicolson. He was a gentleman of ^eat pro- 
fessional experience, extensive scientific acquirements, a mind well stocked 
with general literature, and of such kindliness of heart, and sincerity of 
manner, that sickness lost half its terrors when he stood by the bed-side. 
There was a healing power in his veiy presence — ^in the blended wisdom 
and gentleness of his speaking face, — ^and the first word of assurance that 
he uttered. People came from remote places to consult him ; and when 
they could not make their way to the Presidency, th^ sought his advice, 
through the medium of friends, from a distance. His practice was only 
limited by the impossibility of performing more than a certain amount of 
work within a certain space of time. At all hours of the day, and at all 
hours of the night, his horses were in harness, and his coachman was on the 
box. There was a carriage always waiting at his door, ready to re-place 
another in the day-time, as the exhausting climate incapacitated man and 
beast from further service ; or l|||^ whirl him away in obedience to some 
nocturnal summons. ^ But for all this he never grew rich. The penniless 
subaltern had his unremitting care as freely as the wealthiest Member of 
Council. 

How many tliere are who can testify to the faithfulness of 
this portraiture. The present reviewer will not soon forget the 
effect upon himself of “ the first word of assurance that he 
uttered.” He had been told that there was no hope of his 
ever being able to live, much less to work, in India. He had 
therefore no prospect before him but of a short life of uselessness 
and dependence, and an early death, leaving an unprovided 
family, Avhen Mr. Nicolson was called in to give the final verdict. 
His questions were few, but to the point. His ‘‘ first (and last) 
word of assurance ” is deeply written in our memory : — “ You 
must not go home.” And we did not go home ; and many a 
day of cheerful work have we gone through since then* And 
many is the eye that gazes with respect and fondness on 
“ old Nicolson,’* when his wasted but still stalwart figure is seen 
in his verandah ; and many is the heart that blesses him, as 
the thought recurs of scenes like that, where the sen- 
tence of life or death was read on those grave thoughtful 
features, before it was uttered by his lips. We cannot now 
say more ; but we could not have said less without doing 
violence to feelings that we share with multitudes of the grate- 
ful patients of Simon Nicolson, 

Old Nicolson,” as he was called even in those days, after 
the fashion of our hearty Anglo-Indian vocabulary, had no 
difficulty in selecting for this important mission, Ranald Martin, 
who was destined ere long to achieve a name only second to 
Nicolsou’s own, and who had the melancholy satisfaction, two and 
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twenty years after this, of doing all iliat human skill and kindn^ 
could do, to alleviate the final sufferings of him to whocrthei^its 
now sent to minister. On the 7th of Novemhor, tlie yacht .WUs 
despatched. The tidings of its arrival at Masulipatam reached 
Metcalfe at Boloram, whence he inmiediately set out for Hy:? 
derabad to meet Mr. Martim Ho was able to render his 
patient immediate service ; but still it was deemed afJviscbl-^l 
that Metcalfe should proceed to Calcutta, both for tlie 
of rest, and for the purpose of obtaining the personal attend-^ 
ance of “ old Nicolson,” He accordingiy up ih the 

Nereide^ landed in Calcutta on the 2lst of December ; by the 
end of January, he was on thO high road to riacovery, and 
before the end of February, Nicolson and Martin had the satia^ 
faction to report him ‘‘ dismissed cured.” 

Thus began the year 1824. Throughout its course, we fii|d 
him fagging unweariedly ; — worMteork, morning, noon, and 
often far into the night, but cheei^ by the reflexion that his 
labour w'as not in vain, and enlivened by correspondence with a 
few congenial friends. At this time we find him first alluding to* 
rumours as to his being destined to fill an exjiected vacancy iir 
Council ; but he regarded the prospect without exultation. It 
presented itself to him in the light of a breaking up of hts, 
habits, a violent intermeddling with his half-executed pr(3^m*to» 
of reform, and a disruption of those ties which united hmi^te 
many attached subordinates and friends. The removal from 
derabad was soon to take place, but not to Calcutta. Otn the 
loth of April, 1825, Lord Amherst wrote to him that it was 
considered good, that he should resume the office of Resident of 
Delhi. He felt it a great grievance to be removed from. 
Hyderabad, but there was no place in India to which he would 
not have been removed with greater regret than to Delhi. 
His biographer’s account of his feelings in the prospect of leav- 
ing Hyderabad, is quite pathetic. 

Never had. more unwelcome honors been conferred on a public s^rviaH i 
than those which now descended u|)on Sir Charles Metcalfe, In i^te af aSl 
the veaaations and annoyances which beset his position, the Hyderabad 
Residency had become very dear to him. More than twenty years before, 
he had recoried a resolution nqt to form any more romantic attachments ; 
hut he had been forming them ever since. Indeed, it may be said M hiih, 
that he fell in friendship as other men fall in love. There was at once a^f 
ardor and a tendeniess in his affection, little removed from the degree in 
which these qualities evince themselves in owr attachments to the other 
sex. He had gathei'ed round him at Hyderabad a beloved circle of friends, 
to be broken from time to time by the necessities of the public service, but 
always to re-unite And although same of these friends might 

accompany him to Belhi, it certain that old Hyderabad p^y cowd 
never again assemble in its pleasant integrity. Jt was with extreme depres- 
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slon of spmts, therefore, that he now made his preparations for the coining 
change. 

To many readers this will seem mere sentimentalism, with 
which they will congratulate themselves that they cannot 
at all ^mpathize. The worse for them. At the end of 
August, Sir Charles reached Calcutta, and declining the kindly 
proffered hospitality of Lord Amherst, he took up his quarters 
with “ an old friend. Major Lockett, of the College of Fort 
William.” 

We have said that there was no place in India, for which 
Metcalfe would less unwillingly have exchanged Hyderabad 
than Delhi. But this statement refers merely to the place. 
The office lost all its value in his eyes, from the consideration, 
that he was to supersede his old friend Sir David Ochterlony, 
This noble old hero had ag^A failed to secure the approbation 
of Government, and his remwal had been resolved upon. Met- 
calfe knew that this was determined, whether he should accept 
the office or no ; but it was wdth poignant sorrow, that he pro- 
ceeded to take possession of the place from which his old 
friend was to be ousted. The old man seems to have been 
pleased at the thought of not being superseded by an unworthy 
successor, aud to have been more than pleased at the thought 
of settling down in a house that he bad bought at Delhi, and 
pending the remnant of his days in the society of Metcalfe. 
'But this expectation was not destined to be realized. On the 
4th of July, he wrote an affectionate letter to liis friend, and on 
the he died. On the 26th of September, a meeting was 
held in Calcutta, for the purpose of paying a tribute of res- 
pect to his memory. Sir Cbarles Metcalfe presided, and he 
was not deterred by the consideration that his old friend had 
died under the cloud of Government disapprobation and 
virtual censure, from expressing the feelings of his full heart 
towards a brave soldier, a warm friend, and a noble man. 

On the 2l8t of October, Metcalfe arrived at Delhi. The 
first matter of public moment that claimed his notice, was the 
state of our relations towards the Bhurtpore Rajah. The 
throne was now occupied by Doorjan Saul, who bad usurped 
^ it on the death of his elder brother, though that brother had 
left a son, who had been acknowledged hy our Government 
as the rightful heir. On hearing of the usurpation, Sir David 
Ochterlony had prepared pstantly to march upon Bhurtpore 
^itli what force he had at his disposal. This measure was 
censured by tlie Government as precipitate and unwise. While 
Sir Charles Metceife was in Calcutta, he was aslied to state 
freely his opinion as to the course of conduct to be adop^A 
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towards the usurper, and although he had every reason lo 
believe that his advice would not be acceptable to the 
verument, he had given it deiajdedly in favor of Vjgorh^to*'^ 
measures. Whether convinced by the progress of events/ 
or by the reasonings of If the Government agrero 
to the course of policy recothintoded ; and Metcalfe ^ pro-* 
ceeded to Delhi, empowered to ell^et the restoration the 
boy Bulwunt Singh, by persuamjon if possible, otherwise 
by force. The Cemmander-in^^ief, lord Combermere, 
was instructed to “ hold in readiness a force adequate to the 
‘ prompt reduction of the principal fortresses in the Bhurt- 
‘ pore country, and for carrying on military operations in that 
‘ quarter, on the requisition of the Resident, Sir Charles Met- 
‘ calfe.*' The requisition was soon made, as it was at onfeO 
manifest that the end in view could not be effected by negotia- 
tion. On the 6th of November||iord Combermere and Sir 
Charles Metcalfe met ; the latter^irected the advance of the 
army, and prepared to accompany it to the walls of Bhurtpore. 
On the 18th of January, 1826, the British flag was plantea on 
the Bhurtpore citadel, and the prestige of the British arms, 
which had been tarnished by failure before the same citadel 
twenty years before, was re-established. 

After his return to Delhi, he was fully occupied with judi- 
cial and revenual affairs, and his warm heart was grieved by the 
loss of two of his dearest friends. But new excitement was 
before him. On the 11th April, 1826, he had been nominated 
Provisional Member of Council, and on the retirement of Mr, 
Harrington in the autumn of 1827, he set out for Calcutta to 
take possession of the vacant seat. To say that he worthily 
occupied it were superfluous. He toiled like a galley-slave ; 
day by day and night by night he was at his desk ; quire after 
quire of paper was written on all manner of important subjects ; 
and his hospitality, which he considered a duty, was princely. 
Various ways did he try for overtaking the full amount of wdrjk 
and of hospitality that he regarded as devolving upon him by 
right of his office ; but he could not by any means satisfy himself 
on either point. He seems at last to have adopted, with res- 
pect to the former, the method that most men find to be the 
best, or rather the only practicable method, (however it may ^ 
contravene the sage advices that are lavished upOu us all in 
our youth, setting forth the manifold advantages of re^larity, 
and having our time regularlv p#lihned but to particular em- 
plo j|cients)— the method of taking wq^k at the broad side, doing 
— and doing with his might — ‘What hft hands found to do. For 
the other part of his supposed duty |e fell on the expedient of 
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issuing a standing invitation for a ball on tl^ third Monday of 
every month. The moon seems to have shown a decided 
apjjrobation of this arrangement, and to have waived in favor 
of it her proverbial character of changeableness ; for Metcalfe 
informs us that the third Monday in each month is always a 
moomlight night t 

There was not much favor to be got by his exertions in the 
Council at this period. He adopted the role of a financial 
reformer, and brought upon himself the usual consequences. 

I am regarded (he says) as a relentless hewer and hacker of 
^ expenditure, and am sensible of black and sour looks in con- 
‘ sequence. , Still I am well and happy. I feel that I stand 
‘ alone; but I also feel that I know the path of duty, and 
‘ am endeavouring to pursue it. Our expenditure exceeds oiir 
‘ income by more than acrore of Rupees. The Government 

* which allows this to go on Ik time of peace deserves any pun- 

* ishment. The Government of %vhich I am a part shall not 

* allow it. The cause gives me irresistible power, and I will 

* force others to do their duty.’* 

On the 6th of April, 1828, Sir Charles Metcalfe thus wrote 
respecting Lord William Bentinck : ^ 

I look to the now Governor- Genei’aFs coming with some curiosity, but 
without any saiiguine expectations. If I find that he has a heart ror the 
public welmre, I will follow him and support him with all my soul ; if 
not, I will continue to perform my own duty, with or without success, 
as at present, and stand alone as I now do. 

Lord William Bentinck had a heart for the public welfare, 
and ere long Sir Charles Metcalfe found it out, and gave 
in his allegiance to his new chief, not perhaps so enthusiasti- 
cally as he had done eight and twenty years ago to the glori- 
ous little man, but not less heartily and sincerely. On the 
4th of July, Lord William took the oaths as Governor- 
General, and on the 22nd of the same month Sir Charles 
wrote thus:—. 

I like the little that I have seen of our new Gpremor-General very 
much ; — he is a straight-forward, honest, upright, benevolent, sensible 
man, who will, I4rust, have the interest of the State at heart. At least 
he seems disposed to enquire and think for himself, and to avoid falling 
under any one’s influence. 

But with all personal respect for the Governor-General, 
Metcalfe and he did not at first get on well together. “He 
‘ and I, (said he on the December) do not approximate, 

* Vrhich is rather surprising^o me, for many of our sentiments 

* Are in common with both of us.*^ Metcalfe suspected thit his 
Lord8hi|) had been prejudiced against him by some of his old 
antagomstd in the #almer controversy. And this is not impos- 
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sible ; for while those whe have suffered wrong can 
and forget, those who ha^ve inflicted the wrong can seldont 
do either. It is therefore not impossible that some of tti^ 
who had attempted to blaekeii Metcalfe's character before, imky 
have insinuated vague suspicions into the mind of his Loi^dsbjp 
before be left England. But ,^certiiifily there must liave#>ceii 
very gross misrepresentation enipl|>y«d» if the conduct of tW 
late Resident of Hyderabad were exhibited in a light that 
could have led Lord William Bentinck to view him with 
coldness, and turn away from him with dislike. Rerhaps 
after all there was nothing of the sort. The Ooverhor- 
General was an Englishman, and when we have said that, we 
have said enough to account for any degree of coldness and re- 
serve in his bearing towards a stranger. Metcalfe had been so 
long out of England, had been so voung when he left it, and liad 
been so long accustomed to the comparative empressement of 
Anglo-Indian manners, that he did not make allowance for the 
difference of climate. At all events the stiffness soon wore off, 
and for many years Lord William and Sir Charles maintained 
a cordial friendship, founded upon mutual esteem and frank con^ 
fidence, friendship which only death was able to interrupt. 
It was only necessary that they should understand one another 
in order that they might “ approximate." Their end as adminis- 
trators of India was one, the good of the masters whom they 
served, through the good of the millions subjected to their 
control. 

On the lull of November, Mr, Buttervvjprth Bayley re- 
tired from the service, and Lord William being then in the 
North West, Sir Charles Metcalfe became Deputy-Governor 
President of the Council. In 1830, Sir John Malcolm 
Faired from the Governorship of Bombay, and it was rumoured 
in Calcutta, that Metcalfe was to be bis successor. Next year 
Mr. Lushington resigned the Governorship of Madras; 
and an effort was made to secure the succession for Metcalfe. 
But the appointment was given to Sir Frederick Adam, osten- 
sibly on the ground that Metcalfe's services could not be dis- 
pensed with in Bei^al. At the close of 1831, it was agreed 
that his term of office, which would expire in August, 1832, 
should be extended for an additional period of two years. Thus 
for seven years he laboured on — a hard-working, deep-think- 
ing, far-seeing, member of the Suiiieme Council or In^ia^ 
Iffis views might not always be sound, but they were always 
honest. If they were sometimes behind the present age, we 
must remember that the last twenty y4ars have been years of 
unexampled progress, and that his * lotions on public ques- 



158 


hOnO METCALFE. 


tions were as much ahead of those of his contemporaries, as they 
might be behind those of statesmen in our day. We have had 
good and faithful Members of Council since then, — as Robertson, 
and Ross, and Millet, and Lowis, and Lowe, but no one of them 
has exceeded Metcalfe in zeal, laboriousness and integrity ; nor 
is it any disparagement to them to say that no one has equalled 
him ill genius and far-seeing sagacity. 

The new Charter of J833, was now passed. It provided for 
the establishment of a new Presidency at Agra ; but this part 
of it was soon after virtually repealed, and the result was only 
the establishment of the Lieutenant-Governorship of the North 
Western Provinces. On the 20th November, 1833, Sir 
Charles Metcalfe was unanimously appointed to* this office, 
and the appointment was sanctioned by the Crown. A month 
afterwards he was nominated Provisional Governor-General of 
India, in the event of the death or resignation of Lord Wil- 
liam Bentinck. The old Charter expired on the 30th of April, 
1834; but Lord William Bentinck was then at Ootacamund. 
A practical difficulty, therefore, arose, as to the inauguration of 
the new Council. It was an amusing dilemma, which, if we un- 
derstand it aright, may be thus stated. There could not be a 
Council formed until a Council was formed ! — or thus, — If the 
Council were not a Council before it became a Council, it could 
not be a Council after it became a Council. Lord William how- 
ever cut the Gordian knot, by a proceeding confessedly illegal, 
but which was legalized by an act of indemnity. After a good 
deal of vexation as to the Agra appoinUnent, in consequence 
of the ourtailmeiil of the powers attached to the office, Metcalfe 
took the oaths on the 14th of November, the day of Lord 
William Bentinck’s return to Calcutta, and assumed charge 
of the Government of Agra. The seat of Government was 
temporarily fixed at Allahabad. The approaching departure 
of Metcalfe from Calcutta, caused a melancholy seilittipn: 
among all ranks and conditions of men. We are generally 
regarded as a somewhat apathetic community ; but events 
those of that November shew that we have hearts in our 
breasts, if they can only be reached. A dinner by the “ So- 
ciety** of die Bengal Club ; a dinner by the Community** in 
the Town Hal! ; a grand fancy ball by the gay ; and public 
addresses by the Europeans, the East Indians and the Natives, 
were but the external demonstrations of feelings of as real esteem 
aWd affection as ever were entertained by all classes of citizens 
towards a public man. Nor were the Missionaries behind to 
express their grateful acknowledgment of the countenance and 
support, that he had so liberally afforded thetn in their efforts to 
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diffuse among the natives of India^ the benefits of morel and 
religious instruction^ No less gratifying then those tributes was 
a letter of congratulation tvhicb Jbe repeivefi frotn the ‘‘ glo- 
rious little man” under whose aut^ic^ he bad commenced his 
official career, and to whose traimni^ he rejoiced to ascribe the; 
success that had marked it He set pHt for Allahabad in Ihe' 
middle of Decembfr, and readied we suppose, about the 
end of the month. But he had scarcely tjme to |oojit around 
him when he received intelligence which required his im- 
mediate return to Calcutta. Lord William Bentinck, 
although he had returned from the Neilgherries in greatly im- 
proved hea||b, broke down” again as soon as he got the 
harness again on his back. Sir Charles hastened down to 
Calcutta, and on the 20th of March, 1834, he bade farewell to 
liis friend, and took possession of the highest office, — really, 
though not formally, the Governor-Generalshm of India is 
such — that can be held by a subject of the British Crown. 
We are afraid that we have very imperfectly succeeded in 
conveying to our readers the strong conviction that has been 
produced in our own mind by the perusal of the w^ork before 
us, how richly this lofty dignity was deserved. Metcalfe 
was a great man, great by nature, greater by the steady ' 
direction of his natural powers to great objects, great especiaf- 
ly in high principle and undeviating integrity. We believe 
there was not a man in India who did not rejoice at his eleva- 
tion, and wish that it might be permanent and permanent 
it ought to have been. The Court of Directors, and that por- 
tion of the people of England who knew or cared aught about 
the matter — not a very large portion, it must be confessed,— 
were as one with the people of India in this sentiment. But 
the Ministers of the Crown would not consent. We have 
already adverted to this controversy in our notice of Mr. 
J'uckeris Life, and shall not again enter upon it. We confess 
that we think a good deal may be said in favor of “ the dic- 
tum of Mr. Canning,” that in general it is better to appoint 
an English statesman than an Indian officer to the Governor- 
Generalship, But admitting the applicability of the rule in 
ordinary cases, we must be permitted to say that Metcalfe’s 
was an exceptional case ; he was an exceptional man ; and the 
circumstances of India — at the commencement of the opera- 
tion of a new Charter — were exceptional too. Like other so- 
journers in this eastern land, we left our party-^politics behind us 
when we quitted the shores of old England ; but we confess 
that it would have given us some sort |)f satisfaction, bad we 
been able to reflect that it %as only lit Whig Ministry that 
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tlius opposed the rightec>ui claims of Metcalfe, supported as 
these claims were hy the voice of the Court of Directors, and 
by the unanimous wish of the people of India. But it was not 
so. The Tories, having come into power before the appoint- 
ment was made, equally %vith their predecessors refused to 
listen to Metcalfe’s claims; and appointed Lord Heytesbury to 
the office. It was even with dimculty that Lord Ellenborough 
was prevailed upon to agree to the provhjional appointment 
of Sir Charles Metcalfe to act in the event of another va- 

while Metcalfe occupied the vice-regal chair only until the 
Court and the Board could agree as to the personw'ho was to 
displace him, it might not have surprised men much if he had 
gioue through the rputiue work as steadily and quietly as possible, 
and refrained from measures of permanent importance. But 
this was not Metcalfe’s spirit. If he had been to hold the 
O&ce but for a single day, ke ^vould have done with his might 
'^hat his hand that day found to do. Equally removed was 
hie from the base spirit of embracing the opportunity, which 
hifi temporary elevation gave him, of pushing through mea- 
sures in which he was personally interested, and which he had 
, been disappointed in his attempts to carry while he sat at the 
Council Board. Before he heard of the appointment of Lord 
Heytesbury, and w’hile he waited for that nobleman’s arrival, 
he acted in all respectS'as if he had a long lease of the office, 
omitting nothing, hurrying riot lung. We have more than 
once alluded to t|^e munificent liberality of Sir Charles Met- 
O^fe ; and it is scarcely necessary to say that it shone out more 
brightly than ever when he was drawing the lrti|{e allowances 
of Governor-General. One or two instances are |pven of this. 
The following may be taken as a specimen: — ' 

An application was made t<i Iiim on behalf of an educational institution, 
Icnbwn as the Parental Academic Institution,” which, owing to its bene- 
volent exertions, had involved itself in debt. Met<jaife once enquired 
into the chcumstances of the case ; ascertained the sum required (£ 500 ) 
to rescue the Institution from the obligations which depressed it, and sent 
a cheque for the entire amount. 

. This is not a strictly coiTcct account of the transaction. 
The application Was made to $ir Charles, as (Joveruor-Genenil, 
for Government aid. He told the deputation that waited on 
him that lip could not, ip aceoi dance with the existing regu- 
l^qps, propose the appHci^bii of public men^y for the object 
for which it was solicited. The deputation retired crest-fallen ; 
but what the Governor-Genera! could not do, Sir Clnrlm^ Met- 
calfe did, and the cheque caipe as stated. This waamp unusual 
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kabit with him. Several mstanoes are given, in work htUftt 
us, of his granting from his own gnrse sums that were askfl4 
for from the purse of the State. In an earlier part of the aame 
work the author imputes this habit to the impression that W|^ 
made on his mind by the wigging tiat he got about the Delhi 
Eesidency furniture. He seems then have resolved thal* ^ 
he had then been accttsed of inlenting on the public treatury 
for the means of ministering to his own comfort, he wc^d 
rather err in future on the other side, and that, in ©very eese 
of doubt, be would rather expend his own resources , than 
those of the Government. 

The great .act by which the Governor-Generalship 
Charles Metcalfe was distinguished, was that which established 
the Freedom OP THE Press iii India. It is true that during 
the whole period of Lord William Bentinck's administrating! 
the press had been practically free. But the restrictions uporil * 
it were still on the statute book, and might have been put in 
force at hny moment. The press' was in the condition of 

Uncle Tom’' in the family of St. Clair, kindly treated, but 
a slave still, and liable to be handed over, on the death of its 
master, to the tender mercies of a Legree. It is therefore to 
Sir Charles Metcalfe that it owes its freedom'; and as a hum- 
ble member of the*'^ fourth estate’* in India, we heartily tender 
to his memory the tribute of our grateful acknowledgments. 
Happily it is not necessary now to refute the sophisms by 
which it was often attempted in former days to be shewn that 
the restriction of the press was only a restriction of evil ; that 
it was always free to speak out what was good. The term 
good was of course used as a synonym for — what was accep'^ 
table to the censors. The freedom of the press is right j and 
it would be unworthy to argue the question on the ground of 
expediency; but now that it is not necessary to argue the 
question at all, we may be allowed to point with some satisfiMv 
tion to the result. Our press may be deficient in literary 
merits. How could it be expected to compete in this respect 
with its mighty brother in London f But no restrictions 
could remedy this defect ; and we venture to say that, in re- 
spect of all of which Government censure could take oogni* 
zance, the press of India will bear fair comparison any 
press in the world. And the proof is, that during llite twenty 
years that have elapsed since its liberation, it has Siever done 
any harm. It has been infiuential only for good, and for 
good it has been influential in numberkss instances. We do 
not mean that it has always been ri^t. It has freq[tiently 
been wrong, in its treatment of indiridual persons and of 
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public luealures. But wlieu it has been wrongs it has been 
powerless^ its influence being counteracted by the good sense 
of the coiomunity. 

Our readers are of course aware that Lord Heytesbury 
never came to India. The Tory ministry were obliged to 
retire. The Whigs came into office in time to cancel his 
appointment — most unconstitmionally and unwisely . as we 
think-— and towards the end of the year (1835) it was an* 
nonnced that Lord Auckland was to take the place that had 
been destined for him. And now it became an agitating ques* 
tion to Metcalfe what be was to do. There was now no doubt 
that the Agira Government was to be shorn of its intended 
importance. It was not to be an independent Government, 
but a mere Lieutenant-Governorship, or Head-Commissloner- 
shi|>. His friends at home were anxious that he should re- 
feinn> and he himself had no desire to go. But the question 
as whether he would have a worthy field for his exertions, 
land whether it was worth the sacrifice of whaf he had 
looked forward to for thirty years as the aim of his career, 
a seat in Parliament. At this time he received the high 
honor of the Grand Cross of the Bath, an honor very seldom 
Conferred on a Civilian. The solicitations of his friends in the 
Court, his appointment to the Provisional Goternor-Generalship, 
and the favorable impression made upon him by the demeanour 
of Lord Auckland, at last prevailed, and he made up his min'dn 
to proceed to his North Western Principality. Accordingly, 

^ having been invented with the Grand Cross with great pomp, 
and having arranged all matters with Lord Auckland, he pro- 
ceeded up the river in the beginning of April. The of 
his occupancy of the Agra Governorship was marked by no 
striking event. Yet it was a period that called forth the pow- 
ers of his mind, and the affections of his heart. The appear- 
ance of the Pali Plague in 1836, created alarm throughout 
India, and called Metcalfe’s attention to the necessity of sani- 
tary measures. This is a subject beset with ^fficulties 
everywhere; but these difficulties are abundantly enhanced 
in India. The habits of the people are averse to all inspec- 
tion, and consequently to all improvement. The right of 
|>oisoning their neighbours with the effluvia of their own tanks 
and drains is a sacred privilege, which whoso toucheth, does 
them an unforgivable injury. To apply the great principles of 
th6 laws of health to the habits of the people is a mighty pro- 
blem, worthy of the exertions of any man. A few mouths ago, 
we had the pleasure of listening to m admirable leetUre on this 
aubject, delivered by Dr. Norman Chevers, Civil Surgeon of 
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Howrah^ before an audience mainly composed of natitej^v A% 
T^e observe that this gentlemaii has jhst been rexaol^ lo 
tion of more extensive infliienoe^ aad we hope of grini^ le# 
sure, we trust that he wiU carry out the stib^eot^ We 
great faith in the process df boiiln^,** havii^ learned by 
long experience that little good is effected in this worlds 
but by incessant repetition of t|^a and principles. But 
Pali Plague was of short oon%uanoe. It was foUbwed % 
a grievous famine^ the effect ot a season of nnusna^ji #ronghL 
It is needless to say that Metcalfe did all thi^ ooum be dene 
to alleviate the evil. But little could be doi^. Ilii reiUaincd 
for our days to establish that great woric> the gieat 6ai^ 
Canal, which promises to make such a visitation almOst an 
impossibility. ^ » 

But the Indian career of Charles Metcalfe was drawing to a 
close. There was an expectation of the Governorship of Madras 
being vacant, and he might well have expected that it should be 
conferr^ci on him. But he was told that this could not be^ as his 
liberation of the Indian Presslas been unpalaMle tp^the homa 
authorities. Whether this Were th e ease mr not, we do t^otl^npW. 
But Metcalfe believed it. He thought that be had forfeited the 
confidence of his employers. Heasked point-blaejc of the (Jourt 
of Directors whether it were so or not. After long waitioff 
he got a short and not very explicit answer ; and he fonnalw 
tendered his resignation of his appointment, and expressed 
^ his intention of retiring from the service of the East Ind^ 
Company, On the 18th of Deeemb#, 1837, he left Agra ; oh ; 
the 31st he met Dord Auckland at Cawuipore, apd on the first 
day of tlie new year he ceased to be Lieutenaab»Go?ernor of the 
North West Provinces/ It were long to tell all the forms in 
which the admiration Of the public clothed itself^ Eveiy- 
where there was etithuSiasm tempered with sadness. All classes 
strove to do honor to the retiring statesman. It mhlt 
have been a strong iris'! to his constitution. But it was oyer 
at last. On the 15th of February, 1888, the greatest man that 
ever adorned the list of the Civil Servants of the East In^^iO 
Company left the shores of the land for which he hadApne sp 
much, after an uninterrupted sojourn olmOlO than thirtyi^ight 
years.’ ' ' 

And here wre leave him, not becaime his subseweut career 
is beyond our province. Metcalfe was Indian, and eycasy part 
of his history is legitimate ground for ajmriodic^ 
to subjects connected with In®a and ^ m$t Bnt we bave 
already exceeded the ordinary limim M an arti<de, and must 
deny ourselves the pleasure of saying Are. Those who wish 
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to know how he passed Ms life " at home” ; — the circomstan* 
ces of his appMptment to the Governorship of Jamaica, and the 
mamer in which he discharged his duties there in trying and 
critical circumstances ; — ^how he was obliged by the failure of his 
health to return to his native land how he was subsequently 
appointed to the Government of Canada, — next to India the 
most important dependency ^ the British Grown ; — how he 
was raised to the peerage, at a time when earthly honors had 
lost all attraction for him, save in so far as they served to call 
forth pleasurable feelings of gratitude towards those by whom 
they were conferred — we must refer to Mr. Kaye’s most inter- 
esting and valuable work. We conclude by extracting the 
following paragraph without note or comment. We only pre- 
cise that the scene of the following history was Malshanger 
near Basingstoke. 

Pn the 4th of’ September, [1846,] Lord Metcalfe, for the first time, did 
ndt leave his sleeping apartmait. The extreme debility of the sufferer 
ftrhade any exertion. There was little apparent change, except in a dls- 
iAolinfttion to take the uourishmetit offered to him. On the following mom- 
iz^, however, the change was very apparent. It was obvious that he 
was sinking fast. Unwilling to be removed to his bed, he sate for the 
greater part of the day in a chair, breathing With great difficulty. In the 
afternoon he sent for the members of his family, laid his hands upon 
th^ heads as they knelt beside him, and breathed the blessing which 
he could not utterf Soon afterwards he was conveyed to his bed. For 
the first time for years he seemed to be entirely free from pain. His 
mind was unclouded to the last* The serene expression of his counte- 
nance indicated that he was in perfect peace. The last sounds which ^ 
veached him were the sweet strains of his sister^s harp, rising in a hymn 
of maise to the great Father, into one of the many mansions of whose house 
hoTj^^eved that he was about to enter. ** How sweet those sounds 
he was heard to whisper, almost with his dying Wath, He sankvto; 
'mtly to rest. About eight o’clock on the evening of the 5th of Septeffi- 
1846, with a calm sweet smile on his long-tortured face, Charles Theo* 
phutii) first and last I^rd Metcalfr, rendered up his soul to his Maker, 
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Art. VI — I A V6lmvUeT*$ ikr0wh, 

Punjabf Hindostcm, amd Sinycdayob MouTvtaiif^k 
Hugo James, Bmgdl Army, md formerly wUK 
HeTheHEdwatdes,O.B.,%'i^U" 1854 

2. Shooting in ike Hivmiayas^ a J mr^l Sporting Adkf^^ 

tures 0^ Travel in ChinM Fartary, £adf(tO, Thibet, 
mere, <S:o. By Ooloml ^ (f J5., ; 

Begiment With lUudtations. Bondon. 1654 


We are not sure that we can giro any very intelligible m- 
son for uniting these two books as the subject of one 
The fact is, ^at we are actuated by several reasons, Wni(?^ 
separately have little weight, but which, taken together, 
sufficient to justify our procedure to our own judgment 
First, the one reached us while we were engaged in the petiml 
of the other ; — Secondly, their authors ffij^t nave come to Im 
dia about the same time, (Lionel (now JSiyor-sGe^ieral)^ 
ham having arrived, in command of H. M, 32nd fi^imeht, in 
1846, and Mr. James having, as we have discovered, by ' 
elaborate process of calculation; there not being a date giveft 
in his whole book, arrived in the same yemy^Thirdlyi they 
are both written by soldiers. — Fourthly, their authors xtotm 

J art in the same exciting scenes in the last Seikh #ar, 
ames being with Major Edwardes,*' and Colonel Markhaip^ 
iftegiment forming part of General Wbish's army.— 
the character of the two books, is nearly the s^e, both being 
transcripts from the journals of sportsmen- soldiers, — ^brave sol- 
diers and keen sportsmen— both written in the style appfiir 
priate to that class of composition. Sixthty^e^nA let,, it be 
WZy— neither of them sin^y would properly afiord iinattey 
enough for an article, (although of course, it would be easy 
make half a dozen articles — and good ones too — ^out of eith^ 
of them, by means of a culinary process with which Reviewer 
are conversant.) As Mr. James had the precedence in his in-r 
troduction to us, we shall introduce him first to our re^deri 
For this purpose we will call in the a^dof Major Herb^t fL 
Edwardes as master of ceremonies. , 

Major Edwardes thus describes Mr. James's arrival in his 
camp : ; 

Our party was increased early in Ju|y by to »mval of a 
‘ young volunteer, named Hugo Jami|s. Quite a lad, he 
' had come out to India in to expect^Uh of a Cadetship, 

* which be was vainly waiting in Scinle when to Meob^ 

' rebelKon broke out, He immediately linfote,^ and volunt^ 
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‘ ed to join ma This wm .in June ; the weather was perfectly 
‘ awful, and I was living myself on the excitement of a great 
‘ public duty. That a boy who had no concern in the matter, 

‘ should ever put his head out of window at such a season, 

‘ seemed an act of madness j and I never sent an answer. 

‘ One day, however, the young gentleman rode into camp at 
‘ Tibhee, with a face like _a boifed lobster from exposure to the 
‘ s\MSi Spd lauj^hing heartily at what he considered the fun 
‘ oif the campaign. Nor could I ever cure him of this habit, 

* though, as he came on purpose to learn the art of war, 1 
*. afforded him every opportunity of doing so, and used td give 
' him a fow hundred men to take into any ugly place that 
‘ wanted stopping up.” — (Edwardea’s Year on the Punjab 
Frontier, vol. tl. p. 604.^ 

Such was Mr. James’s dehui in* military life; and a good 
b^gmning it was for one of bis temperament. For the great 
body of our officers, there is no doubt of the salutary influence 
of a more regular and gradual initiation into the duties of the 
profession. The training that is so distasteful to the Ensign, 
may be acknowledged by the General to have been all for the 
tot Habits of regularity and obedience are the best qua- 
lities of the soldier of every grade. The opportunities for the 
display of genius ujre rare m the life of a British soldier, while 
he has daily and hourly calls for those qualities which are best 
acquired under the culture of a regular apprenticeship to the 
profession. But still there are instances in which, suqh an4 
introduction to military life as that which buff4 Mr. James, 
may be very servieeahle to the development of -^me of the 
highest and brightest qualities of the solmer. It is tpen a great 
matter to task the powers of a young man to the utmost ; apd,, 
as in the case of l^wardes himself, we have nq jdouM that 
events of that stirring campaign made Junes t^ .^mes the 
man that he was before he entered upon it, lattle matter 
though Edwardes was never able to make his subordinate regard 
the matter as aught but glorious fun ; he stopped up the ugly 
places none the worse for that. Although he seems to have 
been admitted a member of the Council of War, we may be 
assured that Edwardes, Lake and Cortlandt were not greatly 
swayed by his opinions or his counsels, while it is possible, 
that their deliberations might be enlivened, and tiieir spirits 
kept up undjW circumstances of the most depreesing character, 
by fheiindonritable good humour of the reqMess boy. Alto- 
getto it appears to that M^or Idwardes^s treatment of 
Mr. James, stimulating his energies by makipg bun feel that 
he had a part of no small importance to per^irm, and frankly 
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Acknowledging tlie se^ceA thAt he rendered, ii» hig^jr 
creditable at once to the 1|^t and the head o^: tW 'Inh 
dier and generous-heattea hin^lf no hoi^ veteran.. QJ' 

But we have attached lil^.rJames'e VolnmeA ajt'lhebioadi^lm, 
and must go badcto tu#be|gihhing. hie came Och, as stati^ tur 
M^or Eowardes, in the. Mssagi we' have qabtod:'% 
wait for a Cadetship. 4iwr la shc^ tirao sp^t in Bom^v, 
he proceeded to Soinde, to join his' brolSiVvwhosO'njB^ ls 
not unknown to those #hd hafe heed tothe histoijf of! 
the transactions connected with toe ccmqnAst trad 
of “ Young ]^pt.” At Eurradbe^ he was ihtlfcducOd to Kr 
Charles Napier, whose dashing off-hand mannen and, his real 
frankness towards all those Trao could not pethj Or 

touch upon that over-weening vanity which was the inSannltjr 
of his constitution, Were fitted to make a most favourable im^, 
pression on the mind of a rattling young fellow like dianuHt., 
The following is his account of the interview : 

“ On my landing at Kurrachee, the Judge Advocate intro- 
‘ duced me to Sir Charles Napier, who was then Governor of 
‘ Scinde. We found the hwo of Meauee, perched upon a 
‘ high stool, strongly resembling those used by clerks M a 
‘ London banking estaMishmenk The General gave me a warm' 
‘ welcome, and shaking hands in that frank and open man- 
‘ ner, so habitual to old soldiers, exclaimed, ‘ Ah, I know your 
l, ‘ brother well, only had one fault to find with him, and that 
‘ was when he married. Never you marry* and youTl make 

* a soldier — ^a soldier ought never to marry ; but never mind ; 

‘ dine with me at three to-day, I am busy now ; good bye.' 

‘ And with this hint that he wished to be le|t alone” — 
(rather mme than a hint, we would say) — “ He once mom, 
‘ even before our departure from the room, regtuned his desk; 
‘ and appeared deeply engaged, inspecting official coirespon- 
‘ dence. At three, with m@ek-work punctuality, we sit dofm 
‘ to dinner, and at intervals during the lu^l. Sir Charles (likf- 
‘ played his conversational powers to ^rfsetion. His anib- 
‘ dotes and advice, blended (be it rethembered) together, 

* greatly cobdneed to the pleasantness of the party. We met 
‘ again at the theatre, and as a proof of his wonderful t^t in 
‘ recognizing persons whom be bnlj once met before, be 

* came up to me, and spoke ab^l^e, evening’s performance.” 

After sta^ng a fortnight at KuRbcliee, our autoor proceed- 
ed, in company with Captain If. who was geibg to 

join his appmntment as^ Besident at iSie Ccurt of Ah- SEmikdj 
to visit his brother, wbolheld a staff iap^intinent witldn Aii?^ 
miles of Khyrpoor. Hero, once for a% let os call ottr autborSi 
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attention, if our present article should by chance come under 
his notice, to the absurdity of his using initials in cases 
where there could be no possible impropriety in giving full 
names. What possible purpose can be served by imposing 
on his readers the task of consulting a Bombay Almanac or 
Army List, to ascertain who was the Captain M., who was 

Resident at Khyrpoor ; the C. , an engineer oflScer 

who was the only European inhabitant of Garrah, or the 

Captain F. who commanded the Scinde Camel Corps. 

But to return. Our author proceeded, in company with Cap- 
tain M., and, as usual, enjoyed the fun of a march in India. 
All was new to him, but yet nothing surprised him. He was 
at home every where, and in the most novel circumstances he 
acted with all that energy, which is the characteristic of a 
thorough English boy. Awkward enough in manner, and 
without any portion of that eavoir faire, which enables the 
juvenile Frenchman to enter unabashed into a large party of 
ladies and gentlemen whom he never saw before, the true Eng- 
lish boy will beat all the boys in the world at riding an unridable 
horse, or dashing through! an unfordable river. With such a 
disposition, it is scarcely necessary to say, that Mr. James was 
an enthusiastic sportsman ; and especially that his delight 
was in the hunting of the wild boar, more commonly called 
pig-sticking. The following is his account of the sport. : — 

Pig-sticking is one of the noblest sports in India ; even as these lines ^ 
are beinff penned, fancy raises before me the excited throng of horsemen, 
nearly all mounted upon fiery little Arabian steeds, spear in hand, wait- 
ing impatiently outside the jungle for the wild boar’s chargee ; three or 
four hundred men, assisted by numerous dogs of all descriptions, have 
already commenced beating up the quarters of the jungle, for our hunters, 
who aspire to nobler game, permit the deer, jackals and foxes, to rush un- 
heeded by. Anon the cries and noise produced by men and dogs, become 
more audible. Nearer, stiU nearer, they approach. The pig-stickers who, 
with almost maddening excitement, are^anxiously expecting the charge, 
strfidn every muscle of the eye, as they watch the* slightest wavings of Sie 
tall grass, or hear the slightest crackling in the thicket. With what an in- 
describable sensation does each heart pmpitate, until the enemy makes his 
appearance ; one and all raise a loud snout, and for a time no one speaks, as 
the boar is fiercely, madly pursued by the hunters. Tremendous is the 
pace for the first half mile, when perhaps the boar suddenly turns round, his 
diminutive grey eye savagely twinkling at his opponents, uncertain who 
shall first taste his anger. Short is the time allowed him for cogitation ; a 
moment longer, and behold, yonder daring horseman, together with his 
steed, are rolling on the field. Quick as thought, another rider takes advan- 
tage of the moment, and plants a spear very gently in the hack of the boar. 
The ice once broken, spear after spear follows in rapid succession, but the 
foe haa no intention of tamely yielding up his life ; he likewise watches 
his opportunity, and singles out another of his tormentors, whose horse 
swerving through terror, offers too tempting a chance for the hog, who forth- 
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with rashes savagely at the stead, ripplDH it -mp, and Whgfaif and 

tider to the grouno. But stfll the odds are fearrally against' i&y 
are his efforts to gain « neighbwanng strip of jungje ; loM of Wobtf W#- 
orstes [detracts 1] from his speed, and again he is oWifred to &ca his im~ 
suers : with blood-shot eye and foaming month he makes a^fresh ntttjwi, 
which is repulsed by some experienced hand ; ralrisg himstdf with cmr 
culty and pain, again he flies at one of his and ^n is Tanqnished,^ 
Slowly he sinks down, wJlliim even yet to make a cEaige if it were pos-^ 
Bible, until finally he gloriously mtoe the du% 4y>ns f" the last. 

This is a fair specimeili of our author's i^^le of. 
when on his favorite subiects. It is tibfc mucH ^iss ; ' i&ily jit 
shews pretty clearly the ■ctmsciousuess that ho is eagMea in 
that dreadfiil task, the making of a booik. If He Eaa bo^ 
more at his ease, and had told his story more in the ia 
which he would have recited it verbally, when ft feh frpitt tjia 
sight of the scene described, he would have told it 
But it is not on the score of literary merits or demerits thtA 
the book is to be judged. It gives evidence^ of ah active; 
mind in a vigorous body, displays a veiry creditable ttnount 
of zeal in acquiring information, and a spirit of English 
energy with which it is refreshir^ to Cpme into qontac^. 

In manly field-sports, ia the stud^ of the native language, 
and in observing “ men and manners," native and European; 
our author spent two years in Seinde. At the end of this , 
period, he was naturally anxious that the contract which he 
was desirous of concluding with John Company, for the tnuttud- 
benefit of the said John Company and Hugo James, should he 
“signed, sealed and delivered” without further delay ; and as 
John did not seem dispose to make the ^first Overtures, 
James resolved to show John how much he was losing by his 
delay ; and accordingly offered his services as a volunteer 
to Mqjor Edwardes,aa wehaveseen. His account of his journey,, 
through the territories of the Nawab of Bhawalpore, and of h^ 
reception by that potentate, is among the most amusing part^ 
of the book. As usual, all was glorious fun. We have alreai^ 
seen Ed wardes’s account of the -voluntfer’s arrival in camp# , 
Let us now hear his own ^ 

On reaching a higher and more open ground, ^the camp of Bajah Stero 
Singh suddenly lay stretched before ns. To a novice, such a scene was 
exciting in the extreme. Far and wide, diverse-colored tents covered the 
ground, and we paused for a few momenta to giae upon the busy tjeamp* 
Passing along through the tented field, the arrival of another Feriogli^ 
was soon hnuted abroad, and created no slight Bensatfhn, Our appearance, 
however, could not have been yeiy prepoasessihg or formidable ; and o<t 
perceiving the Seikbs curvetting about upon jihowy animals, the ridmr^f 
dressed out as if proceeding to ap evening piUrty, i could flotresirt'con-' 
tinsting the difference between their stately and that of oa#, niiser-,, 
abk jaded little party [himself and two guides jj evidently not prepared for. 
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a small one for tea. In fSact I wmst have resembled a ** small puppy con- 
victed of petty larceny.** We hurriedly scrambled through the streets 
of tents, and were heartily rejoiced <m once more regaining the wild jungle. 
Edwardes’s camp was about four miles from that of the Seikh Rajah ; 
but owing to*the knocked up ponies, we were some time reaching it. In 
about an hour and a half, I was safe and sound in the gallant Edwardes’s 
tent. 

How differently a French boy would have comported himself 
under these circumstances ! He would have felt nothing but the 
dignity of his position as the sole representative of la grande 
nation in the midst of a race of strangers ; he would have 
taken off his hat to the loungers in Shere Singh's camp v/ith 
m much calm self-possession and grace as a chevalier of the 
old school t6 a lady of the Court ; he would probably have 
demanded an* audience of Shere Singh himself, and told him 
that, as a young soldier, he felt it an honour to pay reverence 
to military glory in his person. He would have regarded the 
dead-beat state of his “ mount” as only an evidence of his zeal 
in the cause of his country, and would have been as proud of 
it as the veteran is of his scars. But very different were the feel- 
ings of the young Englishman. He would, with the greatest 
pleasure in life, have encountered the stoutest trooper in the 
camp with any weapons, — from those which nature gave him up 
to mnety-six pounders; but to be, or to think himself, the object 
.of ridicule, to appear in public worse mounted than those by 
whom he was surrounded, this was just the one thing to which 
his courage was not equal. After it was over, it was of course 
capital fun, likje^ every thing else ; but it was no laughing 
matter at the time ; and perhaps the lobster-like shade of 
his visage, when he presented himself to his new commander, 
was not wholly due to the broiling to which he had been 
subjected, but partly to the blushes called forth by his 
having been the observed of all observers, in passing 
through the camp of our ally. Be this as it may, he soon forgot 
all his sorrows and sufferings when he received the hearty wel- 
come of the young hero, under whom he was ambitious to serve, 
and was received as a member of the Mess. His account of 
the mode of life pursued in the camp is interesting. He knew 
little of the inner life of those on whom so weighty a responsi* 
biUty was laid. What he had to do with was the outside. 
Scrambling for m^goes, and polluting Dr. Cole's couch with 
their juice, knocking down partridges, hares and quail with 
fowling-pieces, varied occasionally with a shot from a nine- 
poundmr at the enemy's advanced picquets, and recOtfeting deeds 
of high emprise around the dinner table, was all ^at appear- 
ed to him of what was going on in that little camp of devoted 
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men. Altogether his picture of the active life in Edwardes's 
camp is very pleasing ; Edyrardes's own book shews the^ other 
side of the picture ; and both are suitable and appropriate 
to the characters and positions of their authors, it is not 
possible for an Englishman to read the two accounts, without 
a glow of satisfaction, without feeling that the country which 
sends out men wichout any special selection, and finds that 
those sent are men like these/has, with the blessing of God, 
nothing to fear from any foe that is likely to be brought against 
her. 

With the blessing of God 1 Yes : let not that be ever lost 
sight . of ; it is all in all. It is pleasing to think that before 
Mooltan it was not lost sight of, but humbly and devoutly 
asked. 

On Sundays we all assembled inEdwardes’s tent to h^r him read prayers, 
nor can I remember that ever, during our camp life, wo neglected, the 
observance of the Sabbath day. The familiar services, under such circum- 
stances, make a great impression on the mind ; and our tent, on these 
occasions, would have formed an admirable picture. Congregated in 
our native costumes, in our small place, we sought the aid of Him who 
hath praised that, where two or three are gathered together in His name^ 
there wul He be in the midst of them. 

We cannot follow our author through the details of the 
campaign, in which he took an important, though of course, 
a subordinate part, and which he describes with that good- 
liumoured liveliness which forms so striking a feature in his 
character. But we shall extract his account of the blowing up 
of the magazine, which was the “ beginning oi^e end" of the 
capture of Mooltan : — 

By night the shells assumed a magnificent appearance, resembling so 
many shooting stars, though, alas ! far more formidable. One day a 
number of us were viewing the scene of destruction from a battery 
erected on the summit of a high lull. Whilst we anxiously observed 
the amount of damage committed by the shells, there arose suddenly from 
the centre of the fort, what at first appeared to us a huge mound of earth, 
which gradually encreased in size, until it resembled a hill some 600 feet 
in hei^t; then it almost imperceptibly changed, and assumed the appearance 
of an excessively dark thunder-cloud, which eventually spread far and wide, 
concealing both fort and town from our wonder-struck gaze ; a few mi- 
nutes elapsed, and it entirely enveloped the high position we were occupy- 
ing, although 900 yards from the explosion. Tiiis tenific catastrophe origi- 
nated in one of our shells fortunately bursting in a powder-magaane, con- 
taining several tons of combustible ammunition. For several minutes 
the atmosphere continued very close, not even a breath of wind stirring, 
but a death-like stillness prevailed, precisely similar to that which 
precedes a Scinde dust-storm. Ail the guns ceased firing — all eyes were 
directed upwards, gazing with awe at the scene thus suddenly presented 
to them. Men even addressed each other in a whisper, for this indeed 
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tvfts no child’s play* Moolraj was the first to remind us that we had not 
yet contrived to possess ourselves of his citadel, and he unequivocally 
convinced his opponents that he still had guns and powder, by firing several 
rounds from his largest piece in rapid succession. Once more the shot, 
shell, bullets, and steel went to work, and with renewed vigour. 

Not bad word-painting this, because ifc is simple and to 
the |)oint. But we have our volunteer s irrepressible love of 
fun breaking out forthwith. In the course of the paragraph imme- 
diately following that which we have just extracted, occurs the 
following sentence : As usual in these cases, some laughable 
‘ scenes and sayings emanating from the wittiest, amused the 
‘ spectators."' Our readers, we presume, can imagine the 
quality of the scenes and sayings thus introduced. In fact, 
tiio whole thing was a glorious “ lark," quite equal to the 
squibs and crackers, the rockets and Koman candles, which 
give expression to the Protestantism of Juvenile Britain on 
a Fifth of November. 

After the capture of Mooltan, our volunteer accompanied 
a force that was sent to Bunnoo, to support Lieutenant Taylor, 
who had captured the fort of Lukkeo, and was endeavouring to 
reduce into order a lawless and refractory populatioitt His 
health had been very bad for two months before leaving Mool- 
tan, and after he had started. Dr. Cole urged him to return ; but 
this did not suit his ideas of the fitness of things. There 
might he fun to be got in Bunnoo ; it was all over at Mooltan. 
He had now a position of responsibility, being in command 
of two of General Cortlandt’s regiments, in fact, an acting 
Brigadier. OiAhe march there was a great lack of fun. The 
Seikhs, through whose country they passed, would not attack 
them. At Bukkur they halted, in hopes of getting a day's 
boar-hunting, but in a jungle said by the natives to be stocked 
with hog and deer, they found nothing but two poor sucking 
pigs, the maternal and paternal relatives being, we suppose, 
absent on a hunting expedition on their own account : and so 
they were fain to attack with sticks and stones, a flock of rock 
pigeons that had taken up their quarters in a dry well. After 
halting a few days at Esakhyle and repairing and strengthening 
its fort, they proceeded to Lukkee, where they joined Lieutenant 
Taylor. But it was sadly disappointing. Taylor’s force was 
now too formidable to be attacked, and our volunteer could 
get nothing to do in the fighting line. The only enemy that 
waged war with him was the flies, which were a plague of the 
most unbearable character. There were, moredver, antelopes, 
jackals and foxes in abundance, and no lack of partridges, snipe 
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UDd other wild-fowl ; and with these th^y were obliged to be con- 
tent. Moreover, there was the oriental sport of tilting^ a 
tent peg, and the occidental one of jumping on horseback over 
small mud walls erected for the purpose. But this sport was 
too tame for our friend ; and he and Dr. Cole set out on 
scientific, as well as sporting tour,'^ to Dera Ishmael Kham 
These expeditions are not without their effect in a social or 
political aspect. Grievances are stated by the villagers, and 
investigated without formality by the sportsman, who can 
make representations in the proper quart, er. The aspect and 
character of the country becomes impressed upon the minds 
of those who may have occasion to make good use of the 
knowledge thus acquired, either for military purposes, or for 
the more pleasing one of improving the soil, and calling forth 
the resources of the countiy ; and, in fact, various good ends 
may be effected by the sportsman, if he has only an observant 
eye, and his heart in the right place. 

On arriving at Dera, our sportsmen took up their quarters 
in the house of their old Mess-mate, General Cortlandt, and 
pursued their enquiries in peace and comfort. We have stated 
that this expedition was intended to be partly of a scientific 
character ; but we have not been able to ascertain what depart- 
ment of science found favor with our tourists. Probably, the doc- 
trine of projectiles was more studied than any other subject. 
Here, while pursuing a deer, our author's horse fell, and the rider 
broke his wrist. This laid him up for a fortnight, which was, 
no doubt, tantalizing in a country where six seven deer, and 
one or two boars were frequently captured m a day, to say 
nothing of partridges and hares. It was after leaving Dera and 
crossing the Indus, that our author first made acquaintance 
with a tiger, but the visitor having dropped in unexpectedly, 
he was not prepared to give him that reception, which, doubt- 
less, he would gladly have accorded to such a visitor. At Kaffir 
Kote our tourists received a batch of English letters, one of 
which was from Colonel Sykes, to the effect that he had pre- 
sented our author with a Cadetship, a generosity which he 
pronounces to be rare indeed. Hut not so mre as he then 
imagined ; for the readers of Major Edwardes's narrative are 
aware that Sir Richard Jenkins intended to do the same thing, 
had he not been forestalled by his brother Directoi’. This un- 
expected good fortune obliged our author to relinquish his sport 
for the time, and proceed to Lahore with the least possible delay. 
On his way, however, he managed to visit the scene of his first 
military adventures, Mooltan, where his brother was now esta- 
blished as Commissioner, From Mooltan he proceeded in a 
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steamer to Jhelum, thence, on an elephant, a camel, and, lastly, 
a charpoy, to Wuzeerabad. This journey must have been en- 
tirely to our author's taste, combining labor with fun. 

An elephant was placed at my disposal, but I afterwards rode a camel 
part of the way. The animal was rather a quiet-looking beast, and I 
foolishly volunteered to drive him. In my own estimation, the prophet 
himseli could not have enlisted into his service, a superior or more skilful 
driver. At the commencement we jogged along famously, but the long 
distance and execrably bad road tired both camel and rider to such a 
degree, that, on arriving at the next village, I resolved to procure the aid of 
a few villagers to carry me on a charpoy to W uzeerabad. For the benefit 
of those who never travelled in India, it will be as well to mention that 
a charpoj^ is a light sort of four-posted bed, generally constructed of 
bamboo. Like many other novel introductions, this style of travelling 
was rather unpleasant, and eventually became more fatiguing than the 
motiqit bf a camel. In fact, what with the heat and dust, the last few miles 
were%i»Hy insupportable ; but as we bad already proceeded some distance, 
it wbuld nave been useless to send back for the camel, and it was now 
impossible to adopt any substitute for the amelioration of the present 
perplexing position, ^he strange appearance of a European carried on a 
charpoy, by common laborers ot the soil, certainly rather astonished the 
natives, and as our queer procession threaded its way through the long 
bazaar of Goozerat, a feeling of shame crept over me, at finding myself 
exposed to the curious gaze of such a motley crew. 

Hence our author proceeded to Lahore, where he remained 
four months, and of which he gives a good and readable ac- 
count. The city was then just beginning to flourish under the 
benign influences of Sir Henry Lawrence’s energetic adminis- 
tration. His regiment then proceeded to Bamckpore, and he 
followed by dak as far as Allahabad, and thence by steamer to 
Calcutta. With4he account of his experiences m our Metro- 
politan City, our volunteer, — a volunteer no longer, l>ut a staid 
Officer of the Bengal army — commences his second volume ; 
and with a view, we presume, of maintaining the respectability 
of his new position, reads a lecture to his young companions 
in arms, on the fertile subject of getting into debt, and the 
^ misery of being involved in pecuniary affairs." Had we not 
resolved to avoid all criticism of the literary merits of the 
work before us, we would suggest to him that it is not usual 
among young Ensigns to lament “ the misery" of such 
men as the Barings and the Rothschilds, who are more ex- 
tensively “ involved in pecuniary aflairs" than any other men 
in the world. But the subject is a serious one, and the au- 
thor's remarks are well worthy of being pondered by all to 
whom they are applicable ; and this class does not comprehend 
Ensigns alone, but all ranks and conditions of men, except 
those who have already so far disregarded their spirit, that 
they cannot contr^t any more debts, because no one will tmst 
them. 
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Giving up to his tender mercies the Calcutta tradesmen, 
whose ruinous system of credit he denounces in very strong— 
but not too strong — terms, we must plead the cause of the 
Calcutta servants, whom he denounces as the greatest scoun* 
drels living, “ surpassing all others in villany and deceit/' This 
censure we cannot endorse. It seems to us unwarrantably 
severe and indiscriminate. That there are rogues amongst 
them is true enough, but amongst what flock are there no 
black sheep ? Even the best of them are exposed to tempta- 
tions from the carelessness of their masters. “ I knew, (says 
' the distinguished Mr, Charles Edward Harrington Fitzroy 

Yellowplush) what a vallit was as well as anv genlmn in 
‘ servis ; and this I can tell you, he's genrally a hapier, idler, 

‘ ansomer, more genlmnly man than his master. He has more 
' money to spend, for genlmn vjill leave their silver in their 
^ weskit pockets.'’ That our bearers may occasionally supple- 
ment their small wages by such perquisites, and that our 
caterers do regularly charge a per-centage on their purchases, 
we do not deny ; but we do think that a better race of ser- 
vants is scarcely to be found any where than in Calcutta. 

Altogether, we are sorry to find that our author was not 
favorably impressed with our city. Neither its external aspect, 
its servants, its amusements, nor its charitable and educational 
institutions, seem to have found favor in his eyes. In regard 
to some of these points, the only answer is de gustibus, &c, ; 
in regard to others, we must take leave to express our suspicion 
that he did not take the trouble to obtain sufficient informa- 
tion, but took up the reports of others nearly as little inform- 
ed as himself. This is the bane of all travellers and temporary 
sojourners in a place. They claim to be regarded as authorities, 
on the ground of having seen with their own eyes things 
which they may have had no eyes to see, or towards which 
they have not taken the trouble to turn their eyes. 

From Barrackpore Mr. James was ordered on detached duty 
to Midnapore, which gives him an opportunity of descantin 
upon travelling, thugs and sporting. I3ut we must say that 
he does not shine in the abstract, so much as in the concrete. 
When he describes his own journey, on horse-back, elephant- 
back, camel-back, steamer, palankeen or charpoy, he does it well ; 
but when he gives a dissertation on travelling in general, he 
becomes dull So with sporting; — whether he describes a 
meeting with the tiger in the jungle, or with the rock-pigeons 
in the dry well, he enters into the spirit of the thing. He 
feels the fun, and he expresses it. But when he tries to analyse 
the feeling, and to expound wherein the fun consists, and why 



m 


SOIiOI JBil-SI»0 UTS Mii?? . 


one kind of sport affords more gratification than another, he is 
treading on ground on which he cannot stand. If we might for 
a moment adopt the slang of the psychologists, we would say 
that he succeeds in the objective, but breaks down in the subjec- 
tive^ But what is a worse fault still, he sometimes mixes up in 
one des^criptiqn the general with the particular, in such a way, 
that it is impossible to separate them. Numerous examples 
of this occur in the description of the march of a regiment 
near the beginning of the second volume; and it is all the more 
to be regretted, because, but for this disfigurement, the sketch 
W^d be a very good one. 

following is a graphic description of a whirl- wind or cir- 
cumir dust-storm 

are of frequent occurrence in India, though seldom of a 
very destructive description ; they are just sufficient to create a little 
annoyance and damage, so as to permit the spectator’s indulging in a 
(juiet laugh at his friend’s expense. For instance, without any previous 
intimation whatever, a tent will be carried a short trip into the air.* * * * 

These whirl-winds are termed Shytans,” or devils, by the natives, 
and are supposed to be the disturbed spirit of some m ortal, who has been 
refused admittance into heaven. On their approach, a native invariably en- 
deavours to escape from the revolving dust, muttering in the interval some 
short prayers, which, according to his taste, are either offered up for the 
devil, or on his own account. If a whirl-wind sweeps across the threshold, 
the unlucky omen causes a great panic amongst the residents of the house, 
thus signalled out as an object of some coming unknown fate. The 
fakeers, as usual, work upon the credulity of superstitious people, and by 
means of legerdemain, &c., derive large pecuniary fees, pretending to 
possess great over the shytans. So ignorant are the Bengalis, 

that they place iiSlpHeit reliance upon the infamous assertions of these fa- 
keers, who, for bueksheesh, cover their confiding followers with mud, order 
them to fast, besides a variety of other penances, winding up with the pro- 
mise to Avard off all the evil effects that are believed to follow in the wake 
of a devil’s visit. 

One is rather puzzled with regard to the liSfgcr species of dame Nature’s 
cork-screAvs. I nave frequently Avatched.their prinwy diminutive for j na- 
tion and progress, and eventual disappearance, having, during the height 
of their strength rushed through the column. But a Avbnderfuh phenomenon 
which I could not account/for, Avas frequently visible. This was, that 
although the wind blew tolerably fresh from the south, stfQ, the 
whirl- wind took an exactly opposite direction, from which it would 
suddenly diverge into some other course. In fact, it appeared as if 
a quantity of quicksilver had been inserted within % dusty pillar, which 
was kept in motion by thiree or four enormous giants kicking it to and fro 
from each either, until finally, a harder kick than usual burst the affair. 

This last simile we confess that we do not understand, nor 
do we see what in the whirl-wind is intended to be represented 
by the quicksilver in the dust-'pilkr. But we know that the 
prienomenon described is a ,efreat pillar of dust, moving round 
and onwards, in apparently fitful and unaccountable directions. 
Our author's knowledge of natural history is neither very 
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extensive nor very accurate how could it be? l^e m 
example ; — 

Alligators are very namerous ia the emaller rivers braachiag off from 
Gunga°s sacred sti’eam, aad aotwithatandia^ the horrible character bestowed 
upon them, naturalists are disposed to heheVe that they are generally per- 
fectly hamless reptiles. However, most nativ^form a different opinion as 
to their voracious flppetit|S, asserting positively that ocular proof has 
convinced them, that not only men and oMldren have been seized by 
alligators, but likewise sheep and small cows, Which, for cooihess, had re- 
sorted to the water. 

Both the accounts are true. We thought it had been univeiv 
sally known in Gangetic India, that there are two distinct 
species of alligators, the one living entirely on fish, the other 

malSrig all fish that comes within its net'' Seen from a dis- 
tance, the one might be mistaken for the other, but they are 
considerably different, especially in the form of the head and 
jaws, those of the one being broad at the point, and those of 
the other converging to an apex, like the figure of the Pons 
asinorum proposition. 

There is a good deal of artistic power in our author's sketch 
of the scenes that attract tho passenger's notice as he travels 
along the Ganges, though it is somewhat spoiled by the fault 
that we have adverted to already, the mixing up of tlie general 
with the particular, now describing a voyage, that is, voy- 
age, and anon, in the same paragraph, detailing the particulars 
of the voyage, that is of seme jmrticular voyage, which he him- 
self made. Despite this blemish, the description is good, but 
it is too long for extract. 

Upon tho whole, however, we confess that Mr. James’s narra- 
tive is rather dull, while the scene is laid in Lower Ben- 
gal ; and therefore we were glad to find him announcing, at 
the middle of the second volume, that he was about to proceed 
to Daqeeling. We doubted not that the fountain air, and 
the scenes and associations of the “ Bright-spot/' would put 
fresh life into him, and give him back some of the spirits 
which he exhibited in the old volunteer days, when he found 
fun in every thing. The vexations and annoyances of his 
journey from Shee|j|ptty to that place, would have been in those 
days subject for endless mirth and jollity ; but not to montion 
his accession of years since then, it must be remembered that 
he was sick now. From Sheergotty, on the Ganges, near Pur- 
n6ah, he started in a common buUock-cart, as a palankeen was 
not to be procured. The first night of his journey was a sad 
one ; cold and stormy, and rainy and pitchy dark, with no light 
but the constant glare of the lightning, the wonder is not tW 
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he was capsized once, but that he was not oftener. The climax 
of his sorrows however was yet to come. We must give it in 
his own words : — 

Towards daylight the cold was excessively disagreeable, and I felt it 
the more on account of my saturated linen, and having remained in one 
cramped up position for upwards of eight hours. The prospect of having to 
contJhue in the same miserable plight for nearly six hours longer, greatly 
danced my spirits, and I was about to resi^ myself to despair, when 
my eyes chanced to fall upon a dark looking object, huddled up 
amongst my wet blankets and sheets, the suspicious looking object 
bearing a very strong resemblance to a bottle of beer. My conjec- 
tures fortunately proved correct : the wise kitmutghur had deemed it 
advisable that his master should carry a certain quantity of strong 
liquor, and thus, unknown to me, had placed a bottle of beer in the 
hackery. However, a cork-screw, that useful appendage to a traveller’s 
equipment, was not forthcoming ; so, producing my regimental sword, I 
commenced hacking away at the neck of the bottle. According to the very 
ancient and true adage, misfortunes never aiTive singly ; and its truth 
was exemplified on the present occasion, for the very first blow being 
hastily ancf unskilfully executed, the glass smashed into a hundred pieces, 
so that not even one single drop ever reached my lips. 

With daylight and sunshine, however, his spirits revived, 
and when in the course of the day, he arrived at a friend’s house 
in Purneah, and was welcomed with such merriment as his 
plight was sure to call forth, he forgot his trials and sorrows, and 
his laugh was the loudest of all. Probably all our readers know 
how dangerous it is to cross the terai after the rains have set 
in. To avoid this, our traveller made as short a stay as possible 
at Purneah, and set off, (in a palankeen this time) determined to 
reach Darjeeling ere the beginning of the rains, if it were pos- 
sible ; and by great exertions he succeeded. The journey was 
indeed a trying one to an invalid ; but he soon forgot all his 
sufferings as his lungs drank in the bracing air of the Hima- 
layas, and his eyes and ears, and all his senses were enraptured 
with their appropriate objects in the delightful station of 
Darjeeling. We anticipated that our author would be more 
in his element here than in the plains of Bengal, where he 
was driven, by the absence of adventures, to expatiate on themes 
which it is no discredit to him not to understand. And we 
are not disappointed. The following was Mual to the “ Stop- 
ping up of an ugly gap'’ before Mooltan. 

Riding up a steep pathway in company with a friend, we contrived 
somehow or other to lose the road, which, as night was approaching, made 
us feel rather anxious. Unfortunately, an abrupt precipice was on one side 
of the now very narrow foot-track, wliilst the ground offered no resistance 
whatever ; to turn was out of the question, for we had no room to perform that 
operation ; and at last my pony slipping, steed and rider rolled head over heels 
down the dark abyss. After reaclung a depth of ten feet, a large stone 
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momentarily impeded our progress ; and here, no doubt, would have temi- 
nated further descent, had it not been for the obstinate, frightened little 
animal, which commenced struggling violently, striving his utmost to 
shake me off. My foot was entangled in the stirrup, but with a vigorous 
effort the pony succeeded in rolling over the stone, no doubt Kindly 
intending to drag me with him. Hovrever, his intentions were frustrated 
by the girths breaking, and thus placing me at liberty and in safety at 
the same time. Wc heard the tafoo bumping down the cud’’ at an 
awful rate, and shortly after the sound died away. Although I never ex- 
pected to see the pony alive again, still 1 was anxious to save the Saddle ; 
consequently, three or four men went in search of the fallen property. 
Strange to say, the animal was discovered, after j)roc ceding to a depth of 
perhaps about 200 feet. His ribs were considerable sufferers, two of them 
being broken ; but the tumble wonderfully improved his disposition, and 
diminished his wicked j^ropensities ; for previous tx» the accident, he 
frequently bolted with me, but now he became less skittish. 

A good hint this to those who are saddled with bolters. To 
any one among our readers who may be thus situated, we 
would suggest that the simple process of throwing the 

Screw” down a rochy precipice, 200 feet high, will very 
probably either cure — or kill. 

Altogether our author's account of Darjeeling, its scenery, so- 
ciety, and mode of life of its sejourners, is very pleasing. We have 
but one fault to find with it, and that is that it does not increase 
our contentment with our present localization. We regret to 
find Mr. James concluding his Rambles” with the following 
sentence : “ I could not stay to enjoy this rare treat, for illness 
compelled me to seek other cl^es for the restoration of my 
health and on referring to the Army list, we find opposite to 
the name of Lieut. Hugo James, this entry “ Furlo*, S. C., 6th 
April, "53.” This is not wonderful. Such a life as he led in 
the Punjab would have been trying for a more consolidated 
constitution than his. 

Turn we now to Col. Markham "s book ; and as we called 
in the aid of Major Edwardes to introduce Mr. James 
to the reader, let us request him now to do the same good 
service towards Col. Markham. Speaking of the arrangements 
for the battle of Soorujkund, Major Edwardes says ; — The 
* command of thj^ttacking British column, therefore, de- 
' volved upon BriPWier Markham, of Her Majesty's 32nd ; 

‘ than whom there was no better soldier in that army ;” and 
after the battle, he says ; — “ Another peculiarity of the attack 
‘ was this ; that it was conducted entirely by young men ; of 
^ the four leaders, (Lieut.-Col. Franks, who commanded one 
‘ brigade of infantry; Lieut-Col. Brooke, who commanded 
^ another; Major Wheeler, whe commanded the cavaliy and 
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* artillery; and Brigadier Markham, who commanded the 
‘ whole;, not one of them being forty years of age, to the 
' best of my belief ; all certainly in the veiy prime of their 
' bodily and mental strength.’’ 

CoL Markham's regiment, as we learn from the army list, land- 
ed in Calcutta, in September, 1846. After staying more than two 
motiths at Chinsurah, it was ordered to Meerut, and as soon as it 
was fairiy settled there, the Colonel applied for six month's leave 
of absence, and set out for a sporting excursion in the Himalayas. 
In his first excursion he passed over the Sewalic range, and 
thence away through the Deyra Dhoon, right onwards to 
the source of the Ganges. In this trip he and his companions 
endured a vast amount of fatigue, were constantly delighted 
with the grandest scenery probably in the world, killed a great 
deal of game, missed, as the Colonel ingenuously confesses, a 
great deal more, and altogether had reason to regard their tour 
as a most successful one. In the course of this and his subse- 
quent excursions, he received invaluable aid from Mr. Wilson, 
one of a class of men of whom there are not many in India, 
a class whom Mr. Fenimore Cooper would have delighted to 
sketch. Indeed, he has sketched them, for they are nearly 
allied to the trappers, whom he has contrived to delineate in 
Bo striking colors. Col. Markham thus introduces Mr. Wilson 
to his readers : — 

My successful sport in the Himalayas, I attribute mainly to my good 
fortune in having made acquaintance with my friend Mr. Wilson, who 
accompanied me in all my expeditions, and to whose knowledge of the 
country and the people, I was indebted for seeing much, which I should 
probably otherwise have left unseen. A Yorkshire man from Wakefield, 
fortune in his early life led him to India, his health sent him to Landour, 
from whence he took a journey to the hills. Returned to England, he 
was unable to forget tlie life he had led in the Himalayas, which had for 
him an irresistible charm. JNot over-burdened with money, he worked 
his passage out to Calcutta, and walked straight up to Meerut, a distance 
of nearly 900 miles, in thirty days. From thence to the hills was an easy 
trip, where he has been a resident for the last seven years. A thorough 
sportsman, about the middle height, light, active and hardy ; never 
tired, never out of humour ; a capital walker, and never to be deterred 
from any thing once undertaken. He was to me a most invaluable com- 
panion, and became a very dear friend. His thmmgh knowledge of the 
Fuharrie character, and intimate acquaintance wHIPbSe men of the upper 
villages of Ganjootrie and Jumnootrie, enabled us to procure a better 
class of men to accompany us, than falls commonly to the lot of the 
hunters in these mountains. 

It appears that Mr. Wilson had established himself among 
the Himalayas as a professional hunter, gaining an honest live- 
lihood, and at the same time gratifying his taste for adventure, 
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by procuring and preserving skins of birds and quadrupeds, 
and other objects of natural history ; and, es]^ially, by snoot- 
ing and trapping the musk-deer, and supplying the market, 
with its fragrant spoila A man like this is almost sure to have 
more originality of character than the ordinary run of men. For 
no common-place man would be likely to make choice of _a 
mode of life so far out of the beaten track ; or if any one did 
choose it out of mere romance, or an affectation of Byroniau 
misanthropy, a single winter of it would either kill him, or 
shew him that he had mistaken his vocation, Then the cha- 
racter which would impel a man to undertake and to persevere 
in such a life, would be developed and matured by the life itself. 
From the accounts given of Mr. Wilson by our author, we 
should suppose him to be a fine specimen ^of a class of 
men, in tevor of whom, as a class, we entertain a certain 
kind of predilection, which, probably, might be regarded by 
some as a prejudice, but of which, be it what it may, we have 
no special desire to be rid. Some of the most interesting parts 
of the book before us are derived from Mr. Wilson. At an 
early part of the volume is introduced an account of one of bis 
adventures with a tigress, which we should like very much 
to transfer to our pages, but it occupies thirteen of Colonel 
Markham’s pages, and would fill about three of ours. We 
must therefore ask the reader to peruse it in the original. We 
must content ourselves wii,h shorter extracts, and shall present 
our author’s account of his visit to the source of the Ganges: — 

LeaviBg our tent and servants here, and taking with us Wilson’s men and 
the coolies, we started at 6 a. m., for the w)urce of the Ganges, eighteen 
miles distant. There is no road, and Wilson is, I believe, one of the few 
Europeans who had at that time ever been there. The Brahmin priests 
tried to dissuade our men from going up. The difficulties of the route 
were many and great, the walking far the worst we have had. After a few 
miles we came to a spot where it was necessary to cross the Ganges, and to 
do this, a bridge must be built. Our men worked badly at the first place 
we tried, and after three or four hard hours’ work, we were obliged to give 
it up. Wilson and myself going lower down the river, found a better spot, 
and by evening had a good bridge built, and ready for the morning. The 
day was too far gone to continue our march, so building a shanty, we sup- 
ped and slept there. 

All crossed our bricJPnext morning in safety, except our Thibet dog, 
who tumbled in, and was nearly drowned. Our direction was up jstream, 
along the precipitous banks, where the river with difficulty forced its way 
between mountains covered with snow, magnificently wild : trees began to 
be scarce, no more cedars, nought but a few fim and birch, with the never- 
failing rhododendrons. Iialting, when we had gone as far as possible with- 
out losing the wood, another shanty was built, and thatched with boughs 
and birch bark. ♦ * ♦ ♦ 
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May 2(jth . — A fine cold morning, and we started early to accomplish the 
five miles to the source of the mighty river. The opposite bank being the 
best for burral [wild sheep.] we were in great hopes that we might find 
««ufficient snow left to enable us to cross the river ; but the snow that 
at times bridges over the river w^as gone. The walking was bad, for in all 
the small tributary streams were stones and rocks incrusted with ice, 
which made them very difficult to cross. On the opposite side we saw im- 
mense flocks of bxirral, but there was no getting at them. 

At last the great glacier of the Ganges -was reached, and never can I 
forget my first impressions, when I beheld it before me, in all its savage 
grandeur. The glacier, thickly studded with enormous loose rocks, and 
earth, is about a mile in width, and extends upwards many miles, towards 
an immense mountain, covered with perpetual snow down to its base, and 
its glittering summit piercing the very skies, rising 21,000 feet above the 
level of the sea. The "chasm in the glacier, through wdiich the sacred 
stream rushes forth with the light of day, is named the Cow’s Mouth, and 
is held in the deepest reverence by all llindoos ; and the regions of eternal 
frost in its vicinitj' are the scenes of many of their most sacred mysteries. 
The Ganges enters the world no x>uny stream, but bursts forth over its 
icy womb, a river thirty or forty yards in breadth, of great de])th, and 
very rapid. A hun*al was killed by a lucky shot across the river just at 
the mouth ; it fell backwards into the torrent, and was no more seen. 
Extensive as my travels since this day have been through these beautiful 
mountains, and amidst all tlie s])leudid scenery I have looked on, I can 
recal none so strikingly magnificent as the glacier of the Ganges. 

Our author concludes this account of his first expeditioa 
with an interesting contribution towards the natural history of 
the musk-deer, which is well worthy the attention, both of 
zoologists, and of those who are striving to '‘develope the re- 
sources of the country.'' It is much too long for extract, and 
would not bear condensation. It does not seem to be at all 
ascertained to what purpose in the animal economy this singular 
secretion is designed to be subservient. It is not probable that it 
subserves any vital function, since most other animals manage to 
get on well enough without it. Neither does it seem to bo used 
for purposes of offence o^ defence, like the apparently some- 
wdiat analogous secretion of the skunk, the musk-rat and the 
cuttle-fish. In fact, so far as we know, its uses are not as yet 
ascertained, and probably will not be until the animal can be 
domesticated, and its habits closely scrutinized. 

Our author’s second tour commenced in April, 1848, his 
regiment having ere then removed to ij|||Pmballa. Its lo- 
cede is the same as before, and the account of it is enriched 
with fuller descriptions of men and manners in the hills. The 
Puharries are great favorites with our author. They have the 
virtues and the vices usual amongst Highlanders in an un 
civilized state. They are honest, at least conventionally so ; that 
is, they will not appropriate any thing entrusted to them ; but 
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they have no objection to an occasional foray in the ttoi- 
tories of their neighbours. Nor do those in authority have 
any scruple to fleece to the uttermost tliose under their control. 
As little do the priests hesitate to indent upon the skin, when 
the civil powers have appropriated the fleece. So far as appears, 
there are no lawyers amongst them, else it is hard to say what 
would be their share of the spoil. Like every one else who 
has visited '' these parts/' our author repeatedly alludes to 
the dislike of all classes of the people to tlie application of 
water, either to their persons or dress. They are dirty to excess. 
There are few details of sport given in the account of this 
trip, which was cut short by the receipt of orders to join his 
regiment, which was already on its march towards the Punjab. 
Having joined it at Ferozepore, Coi. Markham was appoint- 
ed to the command of the brigade with which we have seen 
him doing so good service at Sooraikund and before Mooltan, 

The war being ended, and the Punjab annexed, the 32nd 
regiment was ordered to Julliinder, and thither its Colonel 
accompanied it. But, opere pemcto ludemus , — (we learned 
this piece of Latinity in a truly classical’' work,— 

Latin Mudimcfits^ where it does duty as an exemplification of 
the construction called the ablative absolute) — and after the 
good work he had gone through in the Punjab campaign, Col. 
Markham was well entitled to a holiday. So having procured 
six months' leave of absence, and seen his regiment comforta- 
bly settled in their quarters, he set out on a third excursion. 
This time the ground traversed was much more extensive than 
before ; and several new animals are Drought upon the stage. 
There are various details of encounters with snowy bears, 
which are about as ugly fellows as we should wish to encounter. 
But the animal most to the sportsmai^'s taste is evidently the 
ibex. And if the characteristic of first-rate sport be to call 
out into active exercise all the faculties of the body and the 
mind, there can certainly be none better fitted for this pur- 
pose then ibex stalking. This time our sportsmen penetrated 
into Thibet, but were not allowed to remain there, the villagers 
being afraid that tli# toleration of their presence might give 
offence at Pekin ! We shall take the liberty to transfer to 
our pages our author's account of the village of Tangee, and 
the reception that he met with there ; — 

In four days we reached Tangee, with only three days’ provisions left 
for our men, having traversed a most dreary pass, a succession of barren 
rocks, with here and there, at wide intervals, a stunted tree and an oc- 
casional patch of scanty vegetation. 
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At the village our :^rther progress was stopped by the Tartars, that h 
to say, they offered a passive resistance ^ Had we persevered in our wish 
to advance, what they might have done I know not ; but had it come to 
blows, I imagine we could have cleared the whole country^ from Tangee 
to Polinsundra, with our Jumnootrie men, had we been so inclined, Hut 
th^t would not have done for me. We waited until the chiefs from vari- 
ous villages assembled, in the vain hope that the discussion might end. in 
our favor ; they had a long palaver, which terminated in their declaring 
that they dared not allow us to proceed. In the morning they had pro- 
mised to supply us with provisions, but when it came to the point, they 
either had none, or would not part with them, although we offered them 
a most tempting price. The truth was, they wore afraid of their masters, 
the Chinese authorities, who govern the province, and issue the strictest 
edicts against the admission of strangers into the country. 

These Tartars were a good-humoured, jolly-looking race, with broad 
■flat faces, florid complexions, and jet-black hair. Their dress consisted 
of long coats of home-spun wool ; with long cloth boots, made to 
pull over the knee, and soled with leather, an excellent guard against the 
winter’s snow ; red sashes around the waist, in which they carry a knife, 
but no arms. The head men, or chiefs of the villages, wore broad 
brimmed hats, made of either straw or feathers. The common people 
sometimes cut their hair close, but oftener wear it long with a pig- 
tail, and go uncovered. They are extremely fond of tea, and smoke 
incessantly, using iron pipes, with stems about a foot long, and small 
bowls. 

Many of the villages are placed on isolated eminences, and being built 
bouse over house, with their temple on the highest point in the midst, 
have from a distance much the appearance of forts. Near all the villages, 
piles of stones are to be seen, about six feet wide by four feet high, and 
covered with rude carvings. I could not learn more than that they were 
connected with the forms of their religion. 

The chiefs are rich in flocks and herds, and all rode capital ponies. 
Their own people treated them with great respect, and both chiefs and 
people seemed inclined to have been friendly toward us if they had dared. 

One of our author’s interesting sketches of the natural his- 
tory of the animals that came under his notice, is that of the 
wild dog of the Himalayip ; — “ Undoubtedly (he says) the true 
wild dog.” Not undovh^dly ; for with all deference we take 
the liberty to doubt it Indeed, we question whether there 
exist any where a wild breed of any of the races of animals 
that are properly and normally domestic, including the horse, 
the cow, the ass, the sheep, the camel, the elephant, and the dog. 
We enter not upon the question as to th^ identity of the wild 
boar with the pig of the farm-yard, for the pig can scarcely 
he termed a domestic animal ; — neither can the buffiilo. But of 
the animals that are properly domestic, we see no good reason 
to believe that any exist, or have ever existed, in a truly, that 
is, an aboriginally, wild state ; and we see upon the whole more 
reason to suppose that the existing wild species are the descen- 
dants of tame individuals that have become wild, than that the 
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races wore aboriginally wild, and that a portion of them Imve 
been domesticated. Be this as it may ; — bo the Himalayan 
wild dogs the descendants of an ancestry that has been tree 
since the creation, or the offspring of vsome pair of runaway 
slaves in some far remote century, Col. Markham's account of 
tliem is well worthy the attention of the naturalist. It is 
mainly communicated by his friend Mr. Wilson, who has spared 
no pains to acquire knowledge respecting the character and ha- 
bits of the animals. The mor;t curious particular that ho 
states respecting them is this :--By their encamping ground, if 
we may so call what he terms their breeding place, he found 
the remains of many animals, which liad been brought 
home for the purpose of providing food for the juvenile 
members of the community, who were not able to go abroad 
and forage for themselves. But how brought ? vSome of the 
animals were those that did not frequent the district in which 
the remains were found, and they were too large to have been 
either carried or dragged thither after they were dead. The con- 
clusion tlierefore is, that they had been hunted up to the spot 
and there killed ; and we can easily imagine how tliis could be 
effected by a largo pack of dogs. But, indeed, no one who has 
seen a first-rate ‘"colley” manoeuvring a^fiock of sheep, will have 
much difficulty in believing anything respecting the instinct 
and sagacity of the dog 

Amongst the, points of resemblance between Mr. James 
and Col. Markham, which wo stated at the outset as a reason 
for uniting their books as the joint subject of" an article, 
we did not notice one that is not less remarkable than those 
that we actually adduced. Reader ! prepare thyself for a start-* 
ling announcement. Col. Markham also has travelled on 
a charpoy ! It was thus. Sir Charles Napier had issued a 
stringent order on the subject of leave of absence, in conse- 
quence of which, when, in 1850, Col. Markham applied for his 
usual holiday, the Brigadier would not forward his application* 
He told him, however, that the Colonel might go to the Com ’ 
mander-in-Chief himself, and state his own case. Accordingly, 
when Sir Charles came to Kote Kangra, he set out to pay 
his respects, and try if ho could find any soft place in the 
heart of the old hero. 

I had rather an amusing dak np, for the bearers had been laid hy mis- 
take on the wrong road, and, after tlie first stage, I had to fish for myself. 
This ended in abandoning my palanquin, and travelling onwards in a most 
undignified style, tramping along the sandy road, followed by a couple of 
vagabond-looking coolies, one carrying my petarah, and the other a blanket. 
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Thus attended, I entered Jew&la Mookee, where, in spite of the unusual 
Btyle of my travelling, the kotewal provided me with bearers, and lashing 
together two bamboos and a bedstead, I soon rigged out an extemporary 
palki. ♦ * * ♦ I slept as soundly dl night in my improvized conveyance, 
as in an orthodox palanquin, and awoke at six a. as I was being car- 
ried into Kote Kangra.” 

The matter of the leave having been satisfactorily arranged, 
the Colonel set out on his fourth expedition, on the 25th of 
April, 1850. This was an extensive tour, the locality traversed 
being the upper part of the valley of the Chenab, up nearly 

the place where it attains the most northerly point in its 
^rse, and turns abruptly from a north-west to a south- 
west direction. The game was mainly the ibex, a large 
number of which yielded up their spoils to the rifles of the 
Colonel and his friends At this point of his narrative, our 
author introduces a selection from the narrations of Mr. 
Wilson, containing an account of many adventures ‘‘ and hair- 
breadth escapes,'' related in that calm unexcitable tone which 
is precisely that which Cooper represents as characteristic of 
the professional hunter. We regret that there is no single 
incident so briefly related that we could give it a place in 
our pages. 

The last of our ai\thor’s tours was accomplished in the 
following year, 1851. It was intended to be much more ex- 
tended than any of the preceding, and to stretch beyond the 
Himalayas, to the countries on the other side. But the death 
of Sir Dudley Hill broke up the arrangement, and Col. 
Markham was not able to start so early in the season as he 
had expected. The following was not a bad beginning of the 
campaign : 

Halting for a day’s shooting- match one march from the river, I killed a 
noble boar, after a long tracking. Accompanied by ei^ht or nine men, 
we reached the verge of tlie forest, early in the morning, in search of 

f erow : all were on tne look-out, and moving steadily onwards, when a 
eater made signs that he had found. Joining him as speedily as possible, 
he pointed out to me, in place of the expected gerow, a wild hog of large 
size, feeding just over the hill, and about a hundred yards from me. I 
hred, and hitting him in the shoulder, he made oflp, with us at his heels. As 
he bled freely from his wounds we had no difficulty in following his track 
down the mountain side, for a long way : at last he turned up again to- 
wards the crest of the hill through thick jungle, we still persevering in 
the chase, now forcing our way through the tangled unaerAvood, now 
creeping and scrambling amongst the brush-wood, but never losing the 
track of the wounded boar. 

It has since occurred to me, that we treated him rather coolly, for the 
ground was so difficult, tliat in many places, if we had come up to him, he 
would have had us completely at his mercy. The pursuit had now continued 
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some hoars, so I determined to halt for breakfast, in hopes that when we 
ceased to press him he would lie down. 

Our meal over, we were at him again. We had not gone far, however, 
and were following him up as fast as we could, and very carelessly, the 
traces being very plain ; when in a moment, out of a patch of jungle, 
rushed our friend, making a splendid charge ai the men who were leading* 
Away they bolted down the hill-side, and I was alone, with the boar 
coming straight at me. 1 do not like running away, but in this in- 
stance, it would have been prudent. I had foolishly let one of the men 
carry my rifle, but luckily for me, just in the nicic of time, he thrust it 
into rny hand as he bolted. The boar’r appearance was so instantaneous, 
and his charge so rapid, that there was no time even to raise the rifle to 
my shoulder ; I fired from the hip, almost in his face, and missed, ^near- 
ly killing one of the runaway coolies) ; the shot, however, caused him to 
swerve in his charge, and saved me from an awkward gash, or, perhaps, 
a more serious injury. The ball from my second barrel passed through 
his back, and even then, whilst struggling on the ground, the gallant 
brute turned, and did his best to get at me. I finished the boar wdth a 
shot from my spare rifle, and the routed heaters soon re-assembled. They 
carried him home, delighted with the prize, for they greedily devour wild 
pig, although they will not look at tame pork. 

Though this trip was not so extensive as it was originally 
intended to have been, yet it embraced a great extent of 
country. The route was nearly northward to the banks of the 
Indus, in SSI*" N. latitude, and 78^^ E. longitude ; then 
N. W. along the course ot the Indus to 34® 20' latitude; 
and 77® longitude, from whence a descent was made upon 
the capital of Cashmere, where the party, through the kind in- 
tervention of Sir Henry Lawrence with tlie Maharajah, met 
with a kind reception. The sport was good, and the enjoyment 
of it only diminished by the severe handling that one of the 
party got from a bear. 

Witli this trip ends Col. Markham's interesting volume. 
In March of the following year he embarked for England. 
His subsequent history is well known in India. He was 
appointed Adjutant-General of Her Majesty's forces; which 
position he occupied until his recent promotion to the 
rank of Major-General. His official conduct has been a 
good deal canvassed ; but it is no part of our present de- 
sign to say a word for or against it. We only add, that his 
volume is well, because naturally and unaffectedly, written. It 
is moreover excellently got up," and it receives additional 
value from a well executed map, and from some beautiful 
tinted lithographs and wood-cuts. Of the former some are 
from the slcetches of Sir Edward Campbell, who was Col. 
Markham's companion in one of his excursions. We presume 
that those which have no signature are by the author himself. 
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It does seem to us that such excursions as those are well 
fitted to keep the soldier in training during th$ intervals of 
warfare. The physical exercise itself of no small value. The 
indifference to ease and luxury, and the willingness to take 
things as they come, are invaluable habits to tlie soldier. The 
steady facing of danger is a habit that can be better learned in 
no other school. One* practice which Col. Markham seems 
to have invariably observed, we cannot too strongly recommend 
to the imitation of ali other sportsmen. He seems to liave 
let -nothing tempt liim to violate the Sabbatli rest. Not 
only is this right, but it is also profitable. “ The Sabbath is 
maae for man,” and its rest is absolutely necessary to keep 
him in his highest state of condition, physical and mental. 
Without it both the sportsman and his attendants, will be 
“ knocked up” in half the time that they would otherwise 
hold out. 



TEE 


CALCUTTA REVIEW. 

„ ,||L ^ 

Art. L — 1. Wilson a Vishnu Parak, 

2. Powtaliha Probadka, 

3. Colema)Cs Mythology of the Hindus. 

4. Moods Hindu Panthcm. 

Though its Maker pronounced the world good at its birth, 
Sin advanced rapidly upon it ; and one of the earliest forms 
of its deparavation was idolatry, or the worship of personi* 
tications and images. The practice ajipears to have com- 
menced as early as the fifth century after the creation, and. 
while the first parents were yet alive. In the days of Enos, 
the son of Seth, the sons of Adam, say the Rabbis, erred 
with great error : the counsels of the wise became brutish, 
and Enos himself w'as of them that erred; and their error 
consisted in lauding and glorifying the stars and spheres, the 
greater and lesser lights, which God had made to shine. To 
these they began to build temples and offer up their sacrifices ; 
and, in process of time, they made images after their likeness, 
that they might serve them. And the everlasting and fearful 
name of Jehovah was forgotten. 

Man forgot his Maker, to do reverence to things that were 
made, feigning unto himself the existence of lofty and invisi- 
ble spirits as the rulers of heaven and earth. The softly setting 
sum and the silver moon were converted into divinities; in the 
rusli of the storm and the course of the lightning, were read 
races of angels and of gods. The fanciful descried in the 
roaring flood a deity, and the foolish paid the first fair honors 
of the harvest to imps of their own creation. Beliefs like 
these, handed down from one generation to another, and gain- 
ing strength with each descent, soon widely supplanted the 
belief in the one true God. 

But, though true religion was thus compell|d to make 
room for mythology, yet the first great principle^ of religious 
worship, the acknowledgment of a Supreme Being, was too 
obvious a truth to be altogether and entirely relinquislied ; and 
amongst the most barbarous nations, tis well as amongst the 
most refined, the belief in ait All-powerful Deity, superior 
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to every object of Kvorsliip, and not to be represented by 
pictures and images, was always intuitively entertained. 
The philosophers of Greece and Rome denied not the exis- 
tence of a mightier divinity than Zeus or Jove ; the Saxons, the 
Scandinavians, and the Goths, acknowldtiged in Alfader whom 
no one dared to name, a god supiferior even to Adin; the 
barbarous inliabitants of Mexico believed Teol to be self- 
existent and the mightiest of sjurits, who was not to be worship- 
ped; and, in China and Egypt, the knowledge of a Being 
infinite and omnipotent, existed even in. the palmiest days of 
idolatry. The idea of a one true God, could not, under any 
c|rcurns(;ances, be altogether cast oflF, even in the most savage 
:%Md illiterate countries ; and Heathenism, in all ages, has con- 
sisted ratlier in the forgetfulness of that Creator, than in the 
wilful abandonment of the mighty conception. 

In perfect accordance with the general rule, the Hindu religion 
too, primarily consists in the acknowledgment of one supreme 
and only God, described as being infinite and eternal, the light 
of lights, and the soul of the universe. This is admitted most 
distinctly. But, at the same time, it is as distinctly laid down 
tliat it is a belief only for tbe learned and the wise, the God 
thus believed in being declared to be incomprehensible Hiid ^ 
unknown. Philosopliers may discern him in their yagatiee, •and 
dreams, but for blunter intellects there are no iai^ns ' ef ap^ 
proacliing near to him. To him therefore are assigned neither 
temples nor altars, and, it is pretended, that, lie istoojhdly tobe 
either praised or addressed in prayer, and, being beyond the 
limits of human conception, can neither be ^an, object of love, 
hope, nor fear to the multitude. ■ -- 

For the mass of mankind, tlieMegislators of India have 
thought it wise to frame a religion 'more on a level with 
ordinary understandings, and they^ litVe done so by assigning 
sensible forms and attributes to thatyDeity, wdio, according to 
the fundamental doctrines of theip own belief, has neither form 
nor quality. Working upon this foundation, they have woven 
out a system of mythology, \vhieh has, perhaps, nowhere been 
surpassed either in extent, richness, or obscenity. To make 
amOnds for tbe mystic charaofer of the one unknown God, 330 
inillions of deities have been conjured op into existence, and 
invested with shape, individuality, and character; and, to crown 
all, endowed with the worst passions and infirmities of human 
nature. Suckever are the aberrations of the human mind. From 
one extreme it ever flies to another, — nolv advocating an uncon- 
scious Brahiit,ai)on upholding a lasciviodfe Mahadeva. The Chris- 
tian Scriptures tell us that God made man after his own iinege. 
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Man, in making gods, appears to have proceeded on the same 
principle, for he has everywhere allowed to sneh creatni^s all 
the imperfections of his own nature, all the lusts, appetites, and 
passions which sway him, and many more, perhaps to mark his 
greater esteem. Such are the beings now worshipped through^ 
out India. To give a history of this host of deities, is not the 
object of this article. That history, in all its details, forms 
the subject of the eighteen Purans, (which vie with each other 
in extravagance,) and the eighteen 0pa Purans, (which are 
equally rhapsodical and monstrous,) and could not be compress- 
ed within the limits of as many pages; and it is so wide, 
so endlessly diversified, so confused, and so contradictory, that 
an effort to reduce it to a regular arrangement, would entail' 
more trouble and vexation than the subject is worth. We shall 
rather endeavour to examine how far, if at all, this monstrous 
system of personifications has answered the proper oljjeots of 
religion ; and we only hope our readers will not grudge u» 
the details which this examination may render it necessary to 
inflict on them. 

Brahm, according to the Hindu religion, is the one only 
God ; and besides him there is none other. He is destitute !^ 
of qualities, and lives abstractedly in himself But, resolving 
to create worlds, he gave birth to Maya^ and that Maya created 
the universe and all Kving things therein. The energy thus ^ 
manifested in the creation thenceforth became immortal, and 
is personified under the name of Narayana, which the Vaishnavas 
claim for Vishnu, to exalt him above his rivals. According 
to others, Maya, or Sacti, is a female power, personified under 
the name of Bhavani. Be that as it may, this energy, according 
to the Puranic doctrine, hath different attributes, though 
Brahm himself hath none; and the learned among the 
Hindus wish it to be understood, that to these attributes of the 
divine spirit they pay their adoration. Images were erected 
to describe these to the eye, and “ |^ods many ” tlier^fore, 
are only the representations of the attributes of the one God, 
or rather the intelligible symbols of a being too mighty for 
man to approach, and too mystic for man to comprehend. 
And hence to them are consecrated temples, to them are ad-* 
dressed the language of praise and prayer, to them are ofiered 
sacrifices and Immolations, and every tribute of respect du0, 
but unrenderable, to the one supreme. 

In theory this doctrine is incorrect; but wip shall not stop 
to elucidate that here. The manner in which it is practically 
carried out, is more extraordinary than the theory itself. We 
are told, as often as there is an opportunity to repeat the 
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saying, Ibat the different gods are all one — there is 119 
dilference between tliem, but in name, — they are the diver- 
sified forms of the same being.^ And it is even contended 
that the worship paid to tliem severally is essentially the same, 
and is nothing more or less than the worship of the one God. 
lAs rivers through a hundred channels seek the sea, so likewise, 
faith seeks God through all the different names that are wor- 
shiped. But this assertion tallies not with the facts. It is a 
mere excuse. The sublime conceptions respecting Brahin, 
the general consistency of hb character, tlie awful terms and 
expressions used in speaking of him, have no affinity at 
all with th^ ideas entertained of his many personifications. 
These are become distinct personages, several modes and forms 
of worship have been invented for tlieir several adorations, 
divers sorts of sacrifice are enjoined to please, propitiate, and 
appease them, their worshippers have separated into sects, and 
crusades have been W'aged between these fanatic sectarians for 
pre-eminence. Tlie gods are different from each other in 
shape, comjdexion, and character, swayed by different lusts and 
passions, and erring and sinning like the w orst of men ; and 
the disgusting inconsistencies and profanities of their wor- 
ship have nothing in them, that can, for a moment, be mis- 
taken for, or confounded w’ith, the pure adoration of God. 

* TIow’ people venture to identify even for a moment, tlie one 
God, even the Brahm of the Hindu Shastei^, With Brahma, 
Vishnu, Mahadeva, and the rest who have their different wives 
and their different children, their different pursuits and their 
different pleasures, appears to us to be unaccountable. The 
fables and legends respecting them are never consistent one 
with another, and the whole together in the Purans, forms a 
discordant and heterogeneous mass, which gives us no defi- 
nite idea of the one God. If we endeavour to trace Him in 
them, we see His character belied, doings attributed to Him 
entirely at variance with the independence of His condition 
and the correctness of liis morals, and even the appearance of 
truth is lost sight of, in the multiplicity of fahehoods with 
which these are inlertwfined. We will now proceed to exempli- 
fy these observations by a reference to facts. 

Of the creation, the Purans give us more than half a dozen 
accounts. The Shanda Puran asserts, that, while Vishnu was 
sleeping UjU ananta, on ihe face of the waters, a lotus sprung 
from from w hich issued Brahma, the pitamaha of 

gods and I am the first born, said Brahma ; but Vishnu 

denied his primo-geniture, and then they had a furious battle, 
which was no sooner terminated, than they formed a third . 
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amongst them, no other Siva hiitisetf, wb«4| elaimed 10 be 
born pri5r to both. The JBhetgcwat Pwran upholds the 
story, only taking no notice of Siva’s pre'^eminence, Yishii;% 
being the hero it uplioJdis. A third notion, conamon to all the 
Purans, which advocate the pre-eminence of the female ptiJi- 
ciple, maintains that God the Supreme, first formed Bhavani; 
a goddess, who brought forth three sons, Brahma, Vishnu, and 
Siva, and then converted herself into three to make love to 
them. A fourth, evidently a Saiva version, admitting the 
birth of tlie tri-murti, from Bhavani, pretends that the 
lady herself, in her own proper person, and without any 
conversion, made incestuous advances to her children, for 
rejecting which, with liorror, Brahma and Vishnu were con- 
sumed with the fire that emanated from her frontal eye. 
Siva, dreading 'a like fate, had recourse to stratagem to evade 
it, and, agreeing to consort with her, demanded in the first 
place that she wpuld give np to him her potent orb. With 
this request the infatuated goddess complied, and at once 
adorned him with it, when, conscious of his power, instead 
of repaying her love, Siva destroyed her by a glance of the 
flaming eye, and, after reviving Brahma and Vishnu, set to 
create out of Davi’s ashes, Seraswati, Lakshmi, and Parvati, 
their respective wives. llie Markundoya Pnraii mentions, 
that Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva, were produced from Maha 
Seraswati, Maha Lukshini, and Maha Kali, respectively. In 
fact, there is no end to these contradictory versions. All the 
fables, however, agree in this, that, the universe made Brahm, 
the one God, committed its arrangement, guidance, and go- 
vernment to the three subordinate deities, Brahma, Vishnu, 
and Siva, allotting to each severally one of the three great 
operations of nature ; to wit, production, preservation, and 
destruction. Says Major Moor on the subject, in mythology, 
Brahma is the creator, Vishnu the preserver, Siva the des- 
troyer ; in metaphysics, the first is riMitter, the second spirit, 
the third time ; and in natural philosophy, earth, wat€|r, and 
fire, respectively. 

Brahma, the creator, now set himself to create men and ani- 
mals, and reduce the universe to order ; and of this circumstance 
again, we have many conflicting accounts. According to the one 
most generally accepted, the difliculties which beset Brahma 
were so great, that he actually wept floods of tears regretting 
his impotence. Siva pitying him, tlmreiipon undertook the 
task. But he produced only a great many demons a»n4 hob- 
goblins, seeing whicli, Brahma was sadly confounded, and 
resumed his labors. At last, after many dkappmntmenta, he 
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created, or rather became himself, a man and woman in mutu'* 
al embrace. He then caused the two to fall off, and tfius they 
♦became man and wife, and approaching each other, propagated 
the human species. But the woman was ashamed of the part 
it fell on her to play, and changed herself into a cow to elude her 
lover, who instantly became a bull, and thus were kine begot- 
ten. The cow then changed herself into a mare, and the bull 
became a stallion, and thus were horses produced : and, in like 
manner, were creatures of every other sort created. This would 
be a good story for children, if it were not indelicate. But is it 
worthy of the serious attention of men ? And yet it has not only 
a place in the Purans, but is backed also by the Veds ! 

The first human beings created were ten Bramadicas, or the 
children of Brahma, named Marichi Atri, Anginas, Putastya, 
Pulahu, Critu, Dackha, Vashishta, Bhrigu, and Narad. The 
seven liishis also are said to have sprung directly from Brah- 
ma, viz., Casyapa, Atri, Vashishta, Viswamitra, Gautama, 
•Tamadagni, and Bliaradwaja. And, as two names, those of 
Atri, and Vashishta, occur both among the Braniadicas and the 
Rishis, it has been inferred that the Braniadicas and the 
Rishis w^ere the same men differently named. They were 
Bramadicas, or lords of the creation, by birth ; and or 

penitents, by choice, wdien advancing age warned them to with- 
draw from the turmoils of life. Of these Bramadicas, Casyapa 
married Aditi, and became the father of the immortals, that i&i of 
the minor gods ; who are hence called the grand chilt^nof Brah- 
ma. From the others descended the seven Munis, named Sway- 
aurbhuba, Swarochisha, Uttaina, Tamasa, Raivata, Chacshusha, 
and Satyavrata ; and these were the immediate progenitors of 
mankind. The eldest son of Satyavrata was named Jya[>eti, 
and our orientalists, ever anxious to catch at a straw, have 
hence concluded that Satyavrata and Noah were one, because 
the names Jyapeti and Japhet have some letters in common. 

As the creator, Brahma is represented with four heads, to 
look after all sides of the world. He had a fifth, but this, 
according to the Kasikhund of the SJianda Puran, was lopped 
off by Siva, in a contest for supremacy. The Abe Dubois 
says, that the contest originated on account of Brahma 
having ravished Parvati, the wife of Siva. But we do not know 
on what authority this assertion rests. Brahma has also four 
hands, in one of which he holds a book, emblematic of the 
Veds, in another a string of beads, and in two, other 
articles used in worship. All these, it is affected, are preg- 
nant with wise significations ; and his color is darkened, or 
golden, to mean that he is replete with amativeness. Of this « 
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latter quality, indeed, he has left too many proofs behind him, hilt 
how few, if any, of a God-like character. In the Vishm 
Puran it is stated, that ho attempted the chastity of, his daugh- 
ter Suridhya, and the Matsya Puran^ (which names her Sata- 
riipa,) says, that he lived with her, as man and wife, for a huii-^ 
dred years. At the marriage of Siva and Parvati also, he is 
recorded to have betrayed the lastfuhiess of his cdiavacter ip a 
manner very unbecoming the grand-father of gods and men. 
The sight merely of Parvati*s feet excited him so as to occa- 
sion the birth of a son, somewhat after the manner in which Vul- 
can begot Ericthonius. He was also an adept in the art of 
stealing, and deceived a very sagacious cowherd, even Krishna 
himsv?lf, by leading off some of his calves. It seems, however, 
that his high (piiili float ions were insufficient to secure him 
a lasting pre-eminence. How could it be otherwise, when 
among liis competitors, there w^ere greater villains than him- 
self. The Purans tell us that he was cursed for his evil deeds, 
and his worship abolished. But how happens it then that 
Vishnu and Siva were not served after the same manner ? The 
likelier hypothesis seems to be that his worship was violently 
suppressed by the adorers of Vishnu and Siva. The Skanda 
Puran tells us that the tliree gods once contended for precedence, 
when Vishnu acknowledged the supremacy of Siva, but Brahma 
would not, and iherefore liad one of his five heads cut oflT, and 
with it lost his worship also. Be that as it may, as there is now 
no vestige of his former ])recedence, except in the mention made 
ot him ill books, and as he plays a very subordinate part in the 
estimation of mankind, not being at all worshiped, except in 
the worship of other deities, we shall leave him undisturbed in 
his iiisigniflcaiice, heariily wishing for the coming of that era, 
when his associate gods shall, like him, be disregarded and 
forgotten. 

Vishnu is a much more popular object of adoration than 
Brahma. In his own person he is represented with four 
arms, holding in one hand a bow, in another an arrow, 
the chakra in a third, and the sacred shell in the fourth 1 
For the bow and the arrow are frequently substituted a 
club and a lotus. Sometimes he is described standing on 
a lotus, between his two wives, Lakshmi and Satyavama, for 
of the gods Vishnu was a polygamist. Lakshmi, however,, 
appears to have been by much the greater favorite, and he 
most frequently described as sitting with her alone. All his^ 
love for Lakshmi, however, does not appear to have kept 
him away from lewdness, and the tricks he is record- 
ed to have played, were certainly not few in number. Like- 
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the Jupiter of live Greeks, when deceiving Alcmena, he is 
mentioned in the Padma Puran to have assumed the form of 
Jalandhar, to conquer the stubborn chastity of Brinda his 
wife. In like manner he assumed the form of a tree to niia 
another woman, the daughter of one of tlie asooras, when he 
found Ills ordinary artifices fail to seduce her. To unman and 
bewilder the a&ooras^ when they contested with the gods for the 
possession of the amrita^ he appeared before them in the 
dorm of a woman loosely attired, and tluis obtained possession 
of the beverage. And he deceived Siva by assuming the 
form^of Moliinee. A very indelicate story is connected witli 
thtf^ incident, somewhat akin to the strange rencounter of 
Minerva and Vulcan in the Greek fables. 

Nor is Siva of a more respectable character. He is represent- 
ed as of a white or silver color, mounted on a white bull, his 
eyes inflamed with smoking intoxicating drugs. But those 
tell-tale eyes reveal nothing more than what his doings fully 
warrant. After his marriage he rode to Kamroop with his 
wife all the way naked. Once, when going a begging, he 
stopped at the house of a prostitute, and begged and receiv- 
ed what was not legitimate to a beggar’s calling. To Mohinee 
he declared that he would give up all tlie fruits of his 
austerities for one boon, which it was in her power to bestow, 
and, from the extreme lasciviousness of his conduct. on the 
occasion, has originated the worship of the lingam. To Anjani, 
one of his votaries, he played a dirty trick, which even the most 
depraved human being would be asliamed to acknowledge ; 
and lie danced naked before AtioRishee, to disturb his devotions. 
The manner.in which he was reconciled to Parvati, after one of 
their many little matrimonial differences, gives us still further 
insight into his character. They had quarrelled with each other 
while playing at tlie game of Chaturanga, and parted in wrath, 
repairing severally to their favorite retreats. All the gods 
supplicated a reconciliation, and Parvati was soon mollified. 
But Siva still remained obdurate, and to regain his love, the 
wife was obliged to assume the form of a stranger maid, a 
deceit which fully succeeded. In conjunction with Brahma 
and Vishnu, he is also recorded to have plotted agaitist the 
chastity of Anasuya, Atri’s wife. In the disguise of beggars 
they came to ask alms, which, when brought to them, they 
would not accept, unless she should undress herself and serve 
them a dinner. Anasuya consulted her husband, and, with 
hi^ permission, she prepared the dinner for the mendi- 
cants, and, as she undressed herself before serving it out 
to them, she sprinkled a little wafer on them, and they 
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became like little children, and, says the fable, were very 
much ashamed. It is doubtful, however, if Anasuya’s magic 
succeeded in securing her object ; for we read, not indeed in 
connection with the above Incidents, but in distinct accounts, 
that she bore three sons, Sama, Datta, and Durveses, to the 
tri-murti. 

Such are the gods of India ! the primary deities ! the im- 
mediate representations of one without a second T* The 
worship of powers like these could not but be bestial, 
and it is so. A very curious way of representing Siva and his 
wife together, is by an image, named Ardha*nari, one half male 
and the other half female. But the most popular method, at 
least the most prevalent one, is by the argba^ or the lingam 
placed upon the yoni, Siva is hence called Arghanath^ and 
this, we believe, is the form in which he is at present most 
generally revered. It is a sad and sorrowful thing indeed, 
that the intercourse of the sexes is thus made an object of 
veneration ! an emblem of God ! and not all the explana- 
tions offered in vindication of this obscene worship have suc- 
ceeded in clothing it with decorum. Whether we consider it 
as emblematic of the symbols of nature, or whether we view 
it as typical of the ark — Parvati transformed into a ship, with 
Siva for its mast — the image continues to be gross and indeli- 
cate, and, as a divine representation, unedifying to the learned, 
and of an injurious tendency to the multitude. What the mystic 
worship of Osiris was in Egypt, of Phallus amongst the Greeks, 
of Priapus amongst the Homans, that is the worship of t\\Q yoni 
and the lingam in India. In Egypt, Greece, and Rome those 
gross rites and ceremonies have ceased. The traveller meets them 
not on the site where they are said to have been practised. 
The reader finds them narrated only in ancient chronicles, and, 
opening upon them unawares, hastens to assure himself that 
he is poring upon the history of a learned superstition. But 
those rites are still to be seen throughout India, daily practised 
by infatuated throngs of men and women, fortunately, no 
thanks to the inventors ef the obscene symbol, in most cases, 
in ha[)py ignorance. By the uninitiated, the mystic type of 
Siva is little understood, and practical indecency is thus largely 
avoided, particularly as the religious service, which is abomina- 
ble enough, is clothed in a learned dialect. How completely 
God forsakes them, who forsake him, will, however, be best 
understood by the fact, that the temples dedicated to this 
disgusting abomination, very considerably out-number the 
temples dedicated to all the other gods together in the land. 
In some places, as in Benares, it is exclusively worshipped. 


c c 
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and the undiminishing crowd of adorers, who throng the 
temple of Visweswara, though the worship of the lingam is 
not so solemnly or superbly celebrated as the worship of other 
images, is in itself a proof of the high veneration paid to this 
impure emblem. 

Siva is represented as of a white color, and is often to be 
seen with Parvati on his knee. Around his neck he wears 
a necklace of skulls, fit decoration for the great destroyer. 
He is dressed in a tiger’s skin, bis head-dress is of serpents, and 
he wields the trisula and battle-axe in his hands. Sometimes 
he is exhibited with five faces and four arms. But the most 
remarkable thing in his appearance is, that he has a third eye ; 
and thereby hangs a tale. Mr. Patterson conjectures the three 
eyes to devote the three divisions of time, the past, tlie present, 
and the future. He might have conjectured any thing else as 
safely, for the Hindu mythology is so wild and monstrous, that 
it will equally justify any other inference. The three eyes 
might, just as well, be understood to devote heaven, earth and 
hell, or any three things you choose. This mode of interpre- 
tation admitted might, step by step, carry us to the conclusion, 
that the Purans, as a code of religion, are more valuable than 
the Bible itself. But Mr. Patterson’s ingenuity must not pre- 
vent us from giving our readers the Puranic legend about the 
three eyes. In some places it is mentioned, as w^e have ob- 
served already, that the third eye of Siva was a gift of Bhavani 
to her favorite, or rather a fee paid in advance for certain 
services she expected from him ; but the story which we 
now allude to, is both more romantic and more decent. Parvati, 
in frolic, once covered her husband’s eyes (he had only two then), 
with her hands. It was only for an instant that she did so; but 
an instant with the gods is an age with men. Impenetrable 
darkness immediately covered the universe, the sun and the 
moon lost their effulgence, the heavens and the earth were in 
consternation and terror, when out started a third eye in the mid- 
dle of his forehead, to the relief of creation. This exercise of 
power, it would appear, caused no little excitement in the deity, 
for we read that the perspiration descended from his brows 
so copiously, as to stream into a river — no other than the sacred 
Ganges. There are, however, other accounts of the origin of 
that river, though none a whit less absurd. What moral pur- 
poses tales like these can serve, we cannot appreciate. 

Each of the three primary deities, as well as several of 
inferior rank, are represented in the Purans as having wives, 
who appear on all occasions to be endowed with the full power 
and attributes of their respective husbands, and are therefore 
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named tlieir Sactis or energies, and are the executors of their 
will. The idea is borrowed from the Veds, where the Maya 
of Brahma is represented as a distinct being, originating from 
him, and exercising all his powers in carrying out his wish of 
creating worlds. This Maya the Purans afiect to recognise 
as a female principle, or as Brahma’s wife"; and then they go 
on to give a wife to every subordinate god. Seraswati is the 
wife of Brahma. The Brahma Vaivartta Puran makes her 
the bride of Vishnu, and names Savitri as the consort of the 
creator; but such contradictions are so frequent in Hindu 
mythology, that we cannot stop to notice them. As the wife 
of Brahma, Serasw^ati is represented as the goddess of wisdom 
and learning, and the inventress of language, in fact, as the 
Minerva of the Hindus. Like Minerva also, she has always 
been extensively worshiped ; at all events, has ever enjoyed 
a larger share of homage than her lord. Ward says, that many 
Hindu students, in celebrating her festivals, dance naked before 
her, and are guilty of every indecency. The fact is, with the 
folloM^ers of the Sactk, the emblem of worship, in all cases, is the 
yoni, though its conjunction with the linyam, which is an exclu- 
sive symbol of Siva, has made the yoni now, in general accep- 
tance, a special emblem of Parvati alone. Besides this cir- 
cumstance, however, there does not appear to be any peculiar 
indelicacy in the w’^orship uf Seraswati. The truth recorded by 
Ward, however, is indisputable. Many prostitutes celebrate the 
festival to induce young men to visit them, and, in such places, 
much of low merriment is connected with it. This, however, 
is not confined to any one particular poojah. All the cheaper 
festivals are celebrated by them, and for the same purpose : 
and, verily, it is as it should be. Hinduism is now in its last 
stage, and its last gasp should be breathed in houses of ill 
fame, that future generations recalling it to memory, may do 
so with horror. 

Lakshmi is the SacH of Vishnu, and the goddess of beauty, 
grace, riches, and felicity. She was obtained at the churning 
of the ocean, and found so beautiful, that all the gods became 
enamoured of her. Siva was entirely beside himself from 
passion, and, according to Joyadeva, drank in despaii* the 
poison which dyed his threat blue. But she preferred 
Vishnu, and he obtained her. She is represented as exces- 
sively lovely, shining like a continued blaze of lightning, and 
diffusing from her body a fragrance, like that of the lotus, 
eight hundred miles around her. She is likewise generally 
understood to be very chaste, though Capt. Wilford, quoting 
the Padma Puran^ gives an account of an interview with 
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Ram Cliimder, whicli makes us somewhat uneasy on tliLt 
score. Rama, the son of Dasaratha, desiring to see Vishnu, 
asked Siva to conduct him to his paradise. Siva complied, 
and Rama saw a light that filled him with amazement, for the 
place was resplendent as if lighted by a hundred millions of 
suns, and there lie beheld the Rishis, and the 3Iunis, and 
Ijieir w'ives performing jjraducshina, and tlie yojis^ lost in 
meditation. Vishnu asked Siva who the visitor was. A 

f )ortion of your essence,'* answered the destroyer, “ and 
le wishes very much to see your consort.’* To this A^shnu 
consented, and Rama, being introduced to Lakshmi, w^orsliip- 

f ed her. But tlie words of Sri Devi began to alarm him. 
nstead of speaking as to a votary, she addressed him rather 
as a lover, and praised his beauty. He therefore thought it 
best to scamper off, but Cama had deeply wounded the goddess, 
and she ran after him. Rama, who was a faithful husband, 
now tremlded for his character ; and Vishnu and Mahadeva 
were astonished. A precipitate flight, l)owever, enabled 
Rama to preserve his rectitude. The Rralima Vaivartta 
Puran also tells us that Lakshmi, conceived by Agni, (with the 
full consent and approbation of her husband !) three beaufiful 
sons, the sacred fires, named Dakshiiingui, Garliapatya, and 
Ahavaniya. The worshippers of Lakshmi are numerous, and 
her worship of frequent occurrence ; and the ceremonies 
performed to her, though very childish, are not indecent. 

But of all the Sactis, the consort of Mahadeva appears to be 
the most important. vShe is often called Malta Maya^ or tlie 
great illusion, a name expressive of the original desire of the 
one God to create w orlds, and is thus frequently confounded 
with the Itclia Sacti of Brahma^ that primitive being, the 
Puranic mother of universal nature and the gods. Whether 
it be on account of this pre-eminence of* her position, or for 
any other reason, we know not, but her worship is particulaily 
indecorous ; and some of her followers carry indecency to 
an inexpressible extent. Fortunately it is not necessary to 
enter into any details on this subject, as it w^as fully treated in 
the last No. of the Review, 

Our readers, however^ must not conclude that the worship 
of Parvati admits of no other feature but what is indecent. 
The public festivals held in honor of Durga, Kali, or Anna 
Puma, are not more gross than the festivals celebrated in 
honor of Seraswati and Lakshmi, though, in the first two 
cases, they are much more terrific and hideous, being cruel 
and bloody. As Durga, she is worshipped as the champion 
and protectress of the gods ; and as Kali, she personifies 
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eternity, and is represented aa a gigantic and ferocious woman, 
trampling over her husband, the destroyer. Anna l^urita 
has a milder occupation. She is the . dispenser of food, and 
a common household deity in every Mahratta family. The 
adoration of Kali and Durga is chiefly confined to 
Bengal and the Eastern districts. In U}>per India the great- 
est festival in honor of Parvati is the Dasaliara. . 

Of the origin of Parvati the aeconnts are many ; — so many, 
in fact, that it is imjmssible to reconcile all the legends with 
each other. In some places she is mentioned as the daughter 
of Dacslia, and named Sacti ; in others as the daughter of 
Himavan, the lord of the mountains, and therefore named 
Parv\i-ti, or the mountain maid. These two are reconcileable, 
according to Hindu notions, by supposing two different 
births. But another miraculous origin is also given to her, 
which we fear will fit with neither. Mahishashur, a demon, 
liaviiig expelled Indra and his minions from paradise, these 
in a body comjdained before the gods. The deities there- 
upon became very angry, much so, that flames began 
to exhale from their mouths. These resolved themselves 
into a goddess of exquisite beauty, with ten arms, 
to whom was entrusted the task of subduing the demon, 
Siva helping her in the form of a lion. Of course Mahishashur 
was conquered and •slain. The learned explain this conceit 
us a poeticrJ allegory, the Asoora standing for a personification 
of sin, and the goddess for an emblem of active virtue. 

As the character of Siva was not always of an exemplary 
standard, so neither was that of his wife, who, of all the SactiSj 
appears to have been the least correct in her conduct. She 
could be a good consort when she chose it, and when, as Sati, 
she defended lier lord against parental slander and malignity, 
and destroyed herself, she played a very affectionate part. 
A history of her life might find a place in Leiiipriere’s Dic- 
tionary, but would not suit the character of our pages. 

We have dwelt at some length on the chief gods, and their 
Sadis, to show that these are not proper objects of wor- 
ship. With their many heads and their many arms, with their 
clubs and shells, and garlands of human skulls, with their 
youth, beauty, and deformities, they are but caricatures that 
represent nothing divine, and remind their worshippers of no- 
thing that is holy. The characters ascribed to them are, in most 
cases, corrupt, and have an injurious tendency ; and their do- 
ings are more abominable than those of ordinary men. 

Next to the gods noticed above, rank, according to the Pu- 
ranic scale of precedence, their avatars^ or incarnations, who* 
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But we are told that this great reformer had 16,000 concubines, 
“ by drinking the ambrosia from whose lips,” says Qobinday 
“ and embracing their heaving bosoms, Murari was filled with 
“joy.” The number is so extravagant that we are compelled 
to accept the indulgent explanation, that these were the 16,000 
ragas or musical modes of the Hindus, of all which Krishna 
was very fond. We do not know if there be any similar in- 
genious way of explaining away his eight or nine wives, and 
the numerous freaks he is recorded to have perpetrated with 
Im mistresses. Sir W. Jones tells us that “he was pure and 
* chaste in reality, but exhibited every appearance of liber- 
‘ tinism.” His libertinism is, indeed, too manifest, but not so the 
proofs of his real purity. On one occasion he stole the 
cloljies of the GopangonaSy whilst they were bathing in the 
Jumna, and amused himself by jesting on their nudity. The 
writer of this article has heard a learned Vaishnava defend 
Krishna, by urging, that, when this trick was played, he was 
but a boy! A few such children would almost justify in- 
fanticide ! He was also given to lying ; and he prevailed on 
Yudisthira, a good, straight-forward, and honest man, to utter 
an untruth, though he abhorred falsehood from the bottom of 
his heart, JN’or was robbery much against his taste. He 
robbed the washerman of Cansa of his master’s clothes, and then 
killed him, because he had the presumption to complain. And, 
last of all, he was the only fire-brand who fomented the great 
and bloody battle of Kuru-khetra, by his fiendish and heart- 
less philosophy. All these moral defections, however, have 
failed to make the character unpopular. Who shall exjdain to 
us the philosophy of human attachments, when w^e mention that 
^ he is, at this moment, the most favorite object of adoi atioii all 
the country over. His worship is celebrated everywhere willi 
pomp — perhaps with the greatest splendour at Juggernauth, 
in Orissa. The image thei’e adored is said to have been cut 
out of a tree, conveyed to Indradumna, king of Orissa, by 
Narad, at the order of Brahma, the tree being nothing less 
than a hair of Vishnu, which, falling to the earth, took root 
and became wood. Within this image are deposited some 
bones pretended to be the identical ones of the lover of the 
Copies, who met a violent death from the hands of Ungud, a 
hunter ; and it is w orshipped as Juggetiiauthy or lord of the 
universe. Of the festivities of Juggernauth, we shall say nothing. 
The more cruel features of those rites and ceremonies have 
now passed away, and victims are no longer crushed under 
the wheels of the idol’s car. But the filthiness of the temple, 
the sights, the scenes, the pictures, have nearly made it - 
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sscctiially, what Henry Martyn in his fervor described it to be, 
the neighbourhood of hell ! 

Siva does not appear to have had any important incarnations. 
But his children, Ganesa and Kartika^reqidre to be prominent- 
ly mentioned. The first appear- to ba\e been only nominally 
bis son. He was the son of Parvati, wlio created him by 
collecting together the excrement which floated in her wash* 
ing tub ! He is adored as the god of policy and prudence, and 
is represented with the head of an elephant, pei’haps, as Sir 
W. Jones will liave it, because the elephant is the most saga- 
cious of animals,* He is always represented as his mother s 
champion, and often as fighting for her against Brahma, Vish- 
nu and Siva. In one of these contests Siva lopped off his 
head. While Parvati was one day at the bath, Siva wanted to 
approach her. But the bdy had taken the precaution to place 
Ganesa at the door, and, as he would not allow the governor 
to enter, Siva, impatient of control, as he is ever repre- 
sented to be, instantly struck off* his head. According to 
other accounts, the head of Ganesa was dissevered whih he 
was yet a child, by the baneful and destructive sight of 
Sani, whom Parvati, as a fond mother, had invited to see her 
pretty child. Both accounts agree in representing Parvati as 
inconsolable for her beautiful and brave. She even threatened 
to anniliilate the gods by her austerities, to avert which dan- 
ger, the immortals determined, by fair means or foul, to restore 
Ganesa’s head. But the right one was no where to be 
found, an elephant’s head was therefore substituted in its 
stead. So als^ the head of Dacsha was replaced by tliat of 
a goat. In the case of Ganesa, however, the gods made ample 
amends for his deformity, enjoining that his worship should 
jirecede even their own. Ganesa has numerous adorers. A 
Hindu never undertakes any business without first invoking his 
assistance — whether it be to write a book, or build a house, or 
go on a journey, or venture money on speculation, the god of 
prudence being the great obviator of difficulties. The Gan- 
patees regard him as the first of all the heavenly powers. 

Kartika is the Mars of Hindu mytliics, the leader of the 
heavenly armies, and a beau. He is the son of Mahadeva 
alone, as Ganesa is of Parvati. Juno envied Jupiter the bring- 
ing forth of Pallas without her assistance, and so somehow 
managed to get Mars without him. Ovid tells us that she 

* Mr. Ward, however, protests against this, and observes, that the elephant iS 
considered a stupid animal in India, it being a biting reproof to a native to b® 
called as stupid as an elephant. 
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mad^ use of some flower sliewn her by Flora. Siva, however, 
does not appear to have been influenced by any jealous feeling 
in the procreation of Kartika. The birth of the war-god h 
thus explained. A demon named Tarika, by the force of long 
penance and austerities, compelled the goils to give him the 
boon of unrivalled strength, and an incapacity of death save 
at the hands of Siva^s own son. Now Siva was then unmar- 
ried, and it was not expected that he would marry;. so that 
Tarika regarded the boon he bad won to be as good as a gift 
of immortality. He therefore became very proud, and used 
his strength very wantonly, preventing the sun from giving 
heat, compelling the moon always to remain full, and forcing 
the winds' to blow as he wished them. The gods in great dis- 
tress now earnestly thought of giving Siva a bride. IBut how 
was the ascetic to be won from liis austerities? Camdeo,’^ 
then Kundiirpo, undertook the task, and watching for an oppor- 
tunity, soon had one. Just at that moment, when Parvati, by 
her continued’ and untiring worship of the lingam, luifl at- 
tracted the notice of the great destroyer, the god of love let 
fly an arrow which pierced him through the heart. With a 
glance of his eye Siva reduced the audacious urchin into ashes. 
But it was too late. The unerring aim was already working 
out its effects. He felt strange emotions which he had never 
felt before, and the persevering Parvati at last got a husband. 
But still no issue came ; when, by the instramentahty of Agni, 
and a process of operation not easily explained, Kartika was 
forced out into existence from the body of the god, and, while 
yet imperfectly formed, thrown into the Ganges^? Down went 
the germs of the warrior god to the bottom of the sacred river, 
ai|d, after having been duly nourished, up floated a boy of 
transcendent charms. There were six pi incesses at that moment 
bathing in the stream, and^ach wanted the child to herself, and 
offered him her breast, when the little god, assuming six heads, 
was suckled by them all. Of course Tarika was slain when this 
child grew up, and Kartika became the god of war. Capt. Wil- 
ford affects that Altila, the Hun, owed his success in war to the 
good fortune of having found one of Kartika’s cast-ofi‘ swords, 
and very sagaciously supports his assertion by referring us to 
the fact of a sword having been placed at the side of the 

* This god appears to be the most poetical conception of the Purans. He is repre- 
sented as a beautiful youth, riding on a lory with emerald wings, and wandering up 
and down all over the world. Hi.s arms are a bow of sugarcane with a string of bees, 
and arrows pointed with flowers. The cuckoo, the humming bee, and gentle 
breezes are his favorite companions. His name was Kundurpo before he was re- 
duced to ashes by Siva. At a subsequent birth he became Cama or Camdeo. 
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tobarian in his tomb.* Kartika is largely worshipped by 
barren women for children, but we do not quite understand why. 
Some accounts, however, give him a wife, named Canmarie ; and 
others add a mistress, named Deva-Seva. 

By way of an episode, we would here mention, that the six 
princesses who suckled the infant god, were six of the Pleiades 
straying on the earth. The idea of the Pleiades having been 
s^ven is not confined to the nations of the west. According to 
the Hindu Mythology also, seven was the original number, and 
is 80 yet, one being obscurer than the rest. These seven stray 
goddesses, says the fable, were married to the seven Malia Ri- 
shis, the seven bright stars in the Great Bear. Now Agni, the 
god of fire, enchanted by their beauty, was anxious to enjoy them 
— deeming perhaps that religious ascetics bad no business with 
wives. But his consort Swaha w as stubborn of her privileges. 
She determined to defeat the treachery of lier husband, and, by 
ehanging her form and shape, and assuming that of eaeh of the 
Pleiades in turn, she fully succeeded in doing so. Here, so far as 
Agni was concerned, the matt<:‘r ended. But the affair began to 
be talked of in the heavens ; the Risbis heard of it, and six 
out of the seven, not crediting the device of Swaha, dismissed 
their wives, who took birth on the earth, Arundbati, the wife 
of Vashishta, alone was unsuspected by her lord, and retained 
her place. Eventually, however, the suspected sisters got on 
the better. Kartika, when he restored his nurses to heaven, 
restored them to more tlian their former importance. Arund- 
bati makes one of the smaller stars in the Pleiades ; her sus- 
I)ected sisters considerably outshine her. 

That our readers may not fail in forming an accurate idea of 
the stupendous system of the Purans, we must also here allude 
to Indra and his subordinate denii-gods, though it is impossible 
for us to enter into the details of theij: history. Indra is called 
the king of heaven and lord of the e^ments ; and is represented 
as a white man, sitting upon airavat, an elephant, and bolding 
the thunder-bolt in bis hand. He is also frequently depicted as 
covered with eyes. This Mr. Wilkins interprets to be a per- 
sonification of the heavens, but the Purans give it a grosser 
interpretation. In some of the Purans it is mentioned that 
the reign of Indra continues only for a hundred years of the 
gods, after which he is liable to be deposed, and another person, 
the most meritorious amongal gods, giants, and men, raised in 


♦ An audacious fellow once told us that he had returned from a pilgfi’image to 
Ramroop upon a tree, which set in notion by spells and incantations, brot^ht him 
safe througn the air ; and, on our smiling at his impudence, he gravely offered to 
show us the identical tree on which he had performed his aerial journey. 
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his place. We do not know if any one is now preparing 
himself for the succession. If elevation to the post requires 
merit, the enjoyment of the pre-eminence seems to dispense 
with it altogether, for amongst sinners, this same I ndra appears 
to have been one of the geatest. He once robbed the orchard 
of a poor peasant. He also stole the horse of king Sogara, 
when that sovereign was about to perform with it the hundredth 
aswomedh, which would have entitled him to Indra’s post. 
The theft, perhaps, is meant to teach us mortals that, in serving 
one’s own interest, one need not stand on ceremony. In his 
thieving way, however, he once did a good thing, though not 
from charitable intentions, but from the same personal motive 
of serving his own interest. A certain king of Oude, named 
Ambarishee, resolving on a naramedh, or human sacrifice, he 
stole away the victim. Those rivals whom he cannot frus- 
trate by theft, he does by sending down a brace or two of his 
messalivas, the incomparable apsaras of heaven, who are sure 
to spoil the correctness of the most sober hermits. He keeps 
a zenana in the heavens on purpose, and it apj^ears to be 
one more commodious and better replenished than any on 
earth, for we are assured that he has six hundred millions of 
these howris, all of resplendent and celestial forms, and churned 
out of the sea. What an incentive for piety and virtue ! 
Besides these numerous comforters, he has also a consort 
named Sachi, Aindri, or Indrani, to rest with when satiated 
with dissipation. All these are supposed by the learned to 
involve knotty mysticisms of astronomy ; but the Hindus 
never take them in any but their plain and ostensible meaning, 
nor can we. 

Surjya, Sona, and the planets are all subordinate to Indra. 
ButintheVeds the sun cuts a more prominent figure, the 
celebrated gayatri in Rig Ved being addressed to him. “Om! 
* Earth ! Sky I Heavens 1 We meditate on the adorable 
‘ light of that divine ruler, the sun : may it direct our intel- 
^ lects.” Here he is evidently regarded as the personification 
of Brahma ; and another prayer, which the Brahmins address 
to the sun, also tells us that “ at night and in the west he is 
‘ Vishnu ; he is Brahma in the east and in the morning ; 
‘ and from noon to evening he is Siva ” The Purans how- 
ever, do not respect him either as the type of the one God or 
of the trimurti ; nor is be represented to be of much holier 
character than the other deities. He has two wdves, according 
to the Bhanishya Puran, Rajni and Nieshubha, the latter of 
terrestrial birth. Unable to bear the effulgence of her hus- 
band, and being wiser than Semele, Nieshubha compels her lover 
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to put aside his glories in the evening, when coming to her arms. 
This also serves a second purpose, that of supplying her father 
Viswacurma, the Indian Vulcan, with light ancl fire to work 
with all night, as Surjya does not resume his rays again till 
morning, till when his old father-in-law is left undisturbed to 
make any use of them he can. But even two wives are not 
sufficient to preserve a Hindu deity in the ways of conti- 
nence. The MahaBharat says, that Surjya ravished Koontee 
and gave birth to Kama, and we have already noticed bis con- 
nection with Parvati, which caused the birth of Aswini-ku- 
mara. 

The moon “ shining with ten thousand beams of light,'* 
is generally described as a male deity in the Purans, but occa- 
sionally as a fi^raale one also. The description, in both cases, 
is that of a beautiful deity, very young, mounted on a dashing 
car, drawn by antelopes. According to some accounts, Chan- 
dra’s sex was changed because he had the impudence to sur- 
prise his wife Rohini in the arms of Siva, an unseasonable 
intrusion, which the great destroyer could not forgive. We are 
not going to advocate tlie conduct of Bohini in this affair, but 
common fairness requires us to state that she was only paying 
her husband in his own coin. Chandra or Soma figures, like 
the other gods generally, pretty much as a libertine in the 
Purans. One of the greatest achievements recorded of him is, 
that he impregnated Tara, the wife of Vrihaspati, the guru 
or preceptor of the gods, (and necessarily his own preceptor 
also) for which good turn he was hurled into the sea. Another 
version, — and tliere is not a single legend in the Puranic 
Mytliology, which has not many versions, — accounts for the moon 
having been found drowned in the sea, from the circumstance of 
the pious Atri having caught a cold while performing topasya 
in the frigid regions of the north. ^ The rheum which flowed 
copiously from his eyes on that occasion, dropping into the sea, 
the purer parts became the amrita^ and the coarser concreting 
formed the moon. The Puranics also call the moon Carpura, 
that is, formed of camphor. 

Nor must we leave Agni, Pavana, Vanina, and Yaipa alto- 
gether unnamed. Though they do not appear to have any 
temples now consecrated to their service, in the palmier days 
of idolatry, they had great honois paid them, and many 
adorers ; and they are all prominently mentioned in the Veds. 
But a long series of sectarian conflicts have now demolished 
their temples, and done away with their worship. All ado- 
ration, however, is not now necessarily withheld from them* 
O no ! for they are gods stiU ! Hinduism dares not lose for 
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ever even one out of her 330 millions. But they are not wor* 
shipped now with any degree of magnificence, and they have 
no separate temples dedicated to them, and, one of them at 
least, no image. Of Agni’s character we have already spoken 
when speaking of the Pleiades. The few anecdotes recorded 
about Pavana are equally discreditable and obscene. He com- 
mitted adultery with Anjani, the wife of Keshoree, a monkey, 
and gave birth to Hanuraan ; and he also offered his addresses 
to the hundred daughters of Krisannaba, who, because they 
declined his favors, were afflicted with crookedness. Nor does 
Varuna, the genius of waters, appear in a belter light. When 
Urbasi, a courtezan of Indra’s heaven, was repairing to Surjyo, 
whom she has captivated by her charms, he intercepted her on 
the way and defiled her. 

Yama is called the holy king, for he judges the dead. He is 
also the king of Hell, that is, he joins the functions of Pluto 
and Minos in himself. As Dhannaraj, he has a benevolent and 
mild aspect, seen by those alone who abound in virtue. But 
to the wicked his appearance is grim and terrific. His domi- 
nion likewise extends over two different sorts of country — over 
Swarga or the place of happiness, and over Naraka or hell. 
He dwells himself in Yampuri, a city in hell, or, as others will 
have it, in Maha Lanca, a Golden Island (not identical with 
Lanca, Sinhala, or Ceylon,) whither every soul, after emancipa- 
tion from life, is compelled to repair, to receive judgment, those 
only excepted, who, in life, were either so eminent for piety, or 
so notorious for crimes as to require no trial. For the Styx, &c., 
of the Greeks, the Hindus have their Yyternee, which must be 
crossed by the dead. But instead of a ferryman like Charon, 
they are expected to pass over by laying hold of the tail of a 
black cow ; and offering a black cow to a Brahmin always faci- 
litates the i)as9age. There is also a dog like Cerberus, named 
Trisiria, or the three-headed, in king Yama’s staff, and anotlier 
called Syania or the black. His Chief Secretary is Chilragupta, 
and hi.s messengers are Carmala, who brings the righteous 
before him, and Cashwala, represented as very hard of 
heart, wjio drags into his presence the wicked ones of the 
earth. He has also many other assistants to help him in the 
distribution of justice. And he has his Proserpine, named 
Pataldevi, to whom we think he is faithful, ever since his 
attempt to seduce Yamuna, his twin sister, proved unsuccessful. 

Shall we now bid adieu to the gods? How can we? Are 
there not many more to name ? The gods and their 
Sactis ; their children and their avatars ; the sun, moon and 
stars ; air, earth, and fire ; one would imagine were varieties 
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enough. But they are not enough in the estimation of 
the Purans. Hinduism forsaking God, like a woman for- 
saking her husband, has shewn no moderation in tlie crime. 
If some of the gods formerly very popular have now declined 
in repute, if Brahma, Indra, Kuvera, Fama, Vanina, and Soma, 
are, like cast-off lovers, now slighted ana neglected, they have 
only been compelled to make way for others, who have since 
found fayor ; if the worship of the moon and stars have de- 
clined, that has been more than counterbalanced by the wor- 
ship of holy places and rivers : and the invisible world is so 
thickly peopled, that it were bewildering to attempt tracing 
the lives and history of the fancied creatures that arc so 
made to people them, though they are all# chronicled in the 
Purans by name, birth and parentage. Besides all this is 
enjoined,^ as if to complete the national degradation, tlie 
worship of stocks and stones, as the slialgaram and the 
dhenkee ; of implements of trade, as the liatchet and chisel, the 
hammer and bellows, the shuttle, the razor, the plough, and 
the awl of animals, such as the cow, the monkey, the jackal, 
and the dog ; of birds, as the peacock, t]«e goose, and the owl ; 
of trees, as the toolsee, the hutt^ the bokool, the neem, and the 
nshwata ; oi rivers, as the Ganges, the Jumna, the Saraswati, 
the Brulirnapootra, the Krishna, tlie Cavari and others ; and — 
of what not? To speak of all these exceeds our province. We 
shall only say a few words respecting the Ganges, 

Though all water is sacred, as the primitive element on which 
moved Narayana, the spirit of God, tlie rivers named above 
are pai ticularly so in contradistinction to others ; and of these 
the holiest is the Ganges. The origin of Gunga is yet a 
disputed point in Hindu mythology, and the Salvas and Vaish- 
navas wage many a conflict of words and blows about it to the 
present day. That she has descended from heaven is admitted 
by both parties, the only disputed point being whether it was 
the heaven of Bycunth or Cailasa, from which she came. Ac- 
cording to the Vaishnavas, Gunga was produced from the sweat 
of Vishnu’s foot. But the Saivas contend tliat she descended 
from the plaited locks of Siva. To this the Vaishnavas very 
unceremoniously rejoin, that Siva received the sweat of Vishnu’s 
foot on his head, to prevent it from crushing the earth by its 
fall ! This wild legend interpreted aright may, perhaps, only 
mean that the sources of the Ganges are unknown. Siva’s 
head stands for some mountain from which it visibly derives 
its birth. But there may be a higher source still from wdiich 


• These are worshipped as emblematic of Veswakarma, the god of artificers. 
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it (lescends to that mountain, and this perhaps is alluded to as 
Vishnu’s foot. 

Why she descended at all from the heavens is thus explained. 
When Indra stole king Sagara’s liorse to prevent an aswamedh^ 
the latter sent his hundred sons to search for it. They, not 
finding it on earth, went down to the shades below, and there 
discovered the animal standing by Kapila the sage. Mistaking 
Kapila for the thief, they began to belabour him, and, the beat- 
ing was so severe, that the Muni’s meditations were actually 
disti^rbed. Flames now began to issue from the eyes of the 
saint, and in a moment the sons of Sagara were reduced to 
ashes. Bhagirath, one of the descendants of Sagara, however, 
so moved the gods, by his austerities, that he succeeded to bring 
down Gunga, (in heaven named Mandacini,) to the earth ; and 
the advent of the sacred river restored his relatives^o being- 
According to another account, Gautama, having accidentally 
killed a cow with a blade of grass, was so distressed, that 
Mahadeva, in compassion, discharged the Ganges from his 
head to cleanse him. 

So great a boon as the gift of the Ganges was not, however, 
allowed to pass without many protests on the part of 
the minor deities. Brahma w'as petitioned on the subject by 
the gods of heaven, who, conscious of their own sins, w'ere 
afraid of losing such a valuable cleanser. But they 
were assured, that, though Gunga descended to the earth, 
she would still abide in heaven as much as ever, and that 
they might therefore still sin on to their hearts' content. 
The king of Hades also filed his complaint, urging that his 
empire was virtually at an end, if all men were to be thus per- 
mitted to cleanse themselves of sin. But the superior gods 
conciliated him by saying, that the stream, though named 
Ganga, or flowing through Gang, the earth, was not actually 
to pass through all the regions of the world, and that excei)t 
where the sacred river ran, or the wind passing over it blew, 
sinners would be sinners still ! 

We have now said as much as our space would permit to 
convey to our readers a clear notion of the voluminous matter 
recorded in the Purans, and trust it will now have become 
evident to them, that the religion inculcated therein is most 
extravagantly polytheistical. The Puranics deny the charge, 
and pretend that the gods they uphold are conjointly but typical 
of one God. But this supposition, as we have observed before, 
is absurd, for those gods are recorded to have fought with, and 
cursed, and kicked each other, and their deeds do not show 
that, in any respect, they participated in the divine nature. 
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If eten It ftnjfth part of the crimes allied with their Hames 
were actually perpetrated by them, and if for that they were 
now to take their trial even before an unj)rejudiced Hindu jury, 
at any of her Majesty’s Courts in Calcutta, Madras or 
Bombay, we are sure that they would either be transported^ 
beyond the high seas, or be committed to the house of corremr" 
tion. Some were adulterers, some liars, some thieves; the 
most innocent ones being drunkards and knaves : and it is 
hard to identify these with God, with the One too awful 
io be contemplated, too incomprehensible to be des- 
cribed, as the Veds represer.t him. The existence of an 
invisible spirit, superior to all the personitications and images, 
whose deeds and names they celebrate, is, U is true, admitted 
in the Purans. (The conviction of the existence of such a 
being seems to be the common foundation of all systems of 
religion,) But they inculcate not lus worship, and the sort of 
worship they do inculcate, would not harmonize with the 
character of the Great Creator. The festivals of Siva; 
Parvati, and Juggernath, are not akin to the worship of 
God. They have nothing in common with that. And ’f in 
speaking of Brahma, tlie Purans, in imitation of the Veds, 
sometimes exhibit a rational and correct notion of the deity, 
that notion is simply confined to words, and is not observ- 
ed ill practice. In some places they even go eo far as to cen- 
sure idolatry. ‘^Tlie fool who, from ignorance, forsakes the one 
‘ only God, and adores an image of clay, stone, metal, or wood, 

‘ acts like one who pours clarified batter on ashes, instead of 
‘ pouring itonfire.*’* And yet the greatest monotheists of 
India have founded, advocated, or confirmed the worship of 
difierent deities, most generally represented in their days, as at 
the present moment, by images of clay, wood, metal and stone, 
^^ancaracharjya was a Saiva, and Madhavacharjya <md Bullava- 
cbarjya were Vaislmavas. * 

The origin of the Puranic creed in India has been variously 
accounted for. Some assert-thatit has been derived from Egypt, 
others trace it down from Persia, others consider it indigenous- 
Theideaofit&having beenderivedfromEgyptisaltogethererrone- 
ous, thelikelier probability being thatEgy[)t derjved her religion- 
from the east. The mythic writings of India are quite as ancient 
as any existing records in the world. Nor does sufficient affinity 
exist between the ancient Persian and Hindu religions, to war- 
rant the conclusion of ope having been weaved out of the other. 
Except a general resemblance common to all the primitive 

♦ Pouring ghee on ilre a religious oblation. 


£ £ 
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religions, there are no peculiar marks of sameness. What 
appears to us to be nearer the truth is, that the Hindu idolatry 
has not been borrowed from any foreign source, and that the 
departure from the worship of the one true God, or rather, the 
loss of the primitive religion, occasioned, as in Persia, Chaldea, 
and other countries, either from social troubles, or the increase 
of vice, or both conjoined, caused also that moral void from 
which idolatry was but a necessary step. As weeds grow up 
of tliemselves in a neglected parterre, even so credulity and 
superstition will force their way amongst a people destitute of 
religion. Perhaps the crafty section of the community faci^ 
litated their progress, seeing how much tliat would conduce to 
their own advantage. A cloud thrown over the minds of the 
vulgar, intercepting from them the rays of the divinity, makes 
them the best, because the least murmuring objects of oppres- 
sion, and men have never been wanting to rise by such means 
to power. The system of belief reared upon this basis in this 
country is entirely of an indigenous growth. The Hindu 
imagination is too fertile in extravagancies, absurdities, and inde- 
cencies, to have borrowed any part of its grotes(|ue mythology 
from any of its neighbours. And, descending through ages, 
that mythology has grown darker at every step, and more 
divergent, accumulating, like old walls, mosses ami lichens from 
time, till it has reached its perfection and become most extrava- 
gantly wild, incongruous and incredible. As for the discove- 
ries of philosophy and the records of liistory having contribut- 
ed much to its development, we are not very ready believers 
on that point. Some fragments of historical and metaphysical 
truth, which survived the loss of a purer creed, may possibly 
have been blended with the wild legends and romances with 
which it abounds. But, if this has been the case, the intolerable 
deal of sack has been too much for the lialf-penny worth of 
bread, which it is now quite impossible to recognise in the com- 
])ound. The inventions of poetry, we are quite [)repaied to 
admit, have largely added to its growth, for there is much 
monster poetry both in the Veds and tiie Purans. 

From the rhapsodic materials they so largely contain, a ge- 
nius Hke Homey might easily have worked out a lordly epic. 
But no Homer was ever born in India to mould them into such 
a great poem. Vyasa and Valmik tried their hands as well as 
they could, and haveleft us two very good poems indeed ; but they 
did not succeed in making their poems supersede the myilis. 
Instead of having been worked into the great and beautiful, 
the myths of India remain to show how much the want of a 
Homer is to be regretted. 
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Who the persons were who have been deified, we shall not 
venture to dogmatise upon. Surrounded as they now are by 
the densest shadows of forgotten ages, it is impossible at the pre- 
sent moment to determine the identity of the gods and giants, 
tlie goddesses and heroines of whom we read. They might have 
been distinguished heroes of antiquity^ or ascetics, or patriarchs, 
or kings, and their wives ; or specimens from all these classes, 
who, either by their noble endowments, or their beauty, had 
taken strong iiold on the popular affections in those ancient 
times, but, coming down from age to age, were rifled of their 
intrinsic merit, to be embellished with qualifications more con- 
genial to the general taste. Nor is it unlikely that many of 
them had no existence at all, but, with all their "sins and shame, 
are mere ideal creations. In our own days new members 
have been canonized, and added to the catalogue already too 
long, who are mere conjurations of a vague fancy, as for 
ifistance, Ola Beebee and Dukhin Roy. These additional 
devatan are olyects of veneration only to the lowest and most 
ignorant. But should idolatry preserve its rfeign for a hundred 
years more, (a consummation not at all to be wished for,) the 
probability is great that they would rise in rank and esteem. 

Of the nature of the mythology inculcated, we have said 
much in detail. It has a very splendid appearance. But all 
tiie splendour is in tlio external varnish. There is nothing 
solid within. Absurd fables, ridiculous ceremonies, stupid 
casuistry, are the components of the whole fabric, and, over 
and above all this, the contradictions are so numerous, that 
even the staunchest believers accuse each other of infidelity, 
by taking up different versions of one point. Adopting the 
Vedaic account, the Purans, in some places, declare God to be 
destitute of qualities and unchangeable in his nature, while, 
in many more places, he is represented as full of qualities of 
every character, and perpetually changing. Some texts 
vindicate his holiness, and maintain’ that he can never sin ; 
others again give us details of the many shameful transactions 
he has done, maintaining, however, at the same time, that sin 
is not sin when he does it, for the lord of the universe uses 
but his own, and adultery, incest and theft are not cHIbinal 
when he does them. Nay, it is pretended that Krishna’s con- 
cubines, by committing adultery with him, obtained emanci- 
pation. In some places good wholesome precepts are laid 
down as lessons taught by such and such deities, but the doings 
of those very deities, as narrated in other places, do not harmo- 
nize with their own instructions, and what is enforced by pre- 
cepts is thus nullified in pi^actice. Krishna is directed to be 
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worshipped as the preserver of gods and men, but the same 
Vishnu, in his own person^ as well as in the person of his avatars^ 
is constantly to be found involved in actions revolting in the 
character of a preserver, and sinful in the extreme. And Siva, 
in his many instructions to bis wife Parvati, has recorded pre- 
cepts, amongst which even such ones as that adultery, deceit and 
outrage are but frolics in the eye of the divinity, are not the 
most strange. 

The opposite statements of the Purans also, as to the clash- 
ing claims of the different deities, are inexplicable. The dne 
God, whose representatives they all avowedly are, has been 
completely lost sight of, and instead of him, we have a plura- 
lity of independent gods, each fiercely contending for supre- 
macy. In some places Siva is “ the supreme God.'* “ From even 
‘ looking at Vishnu the wrath of Siva is kindled, and as his 
‘ wrath sends men to hell, let not the name of Vishnu ever be men- 
‘ tioned.” In others again, there is none greater than Vishnu. 
“ He that forsakes Vishnu and worships any other god, is like the 

fool who sits thirsty on the banks of the Gunga" ; and there aro 
many such passages. Nay, the Purans even go so far as to 
make a god uphold his rival's cause against his own. In the 
Uttara Khanda of the Padma Puran^ Siva says to Parvati : — 
“ Who adore other gods than Vishnu, and hold any his equal, 
‘ are not to be looked at, touched, or spoken to" — a bold stroke 
on the part of an unscrupulous author to secure a desired 
end. While one Puran exalts the attribute of a certain god, 
and depicts him as the deity, another represents him as serving 
and worshipping other gods, who, in their turn, are again des- 
cribed as supreme. The fact is, the Purans, having been con- 
temporaneous with the original sectarian quarrels for supremacy, 
are party-spirited on principle, and severally advocate the 
especial worship of Siva, Vishnu, and the Sactis. The Matsya, 
Lainga^ Saiva and Sltanda are decidedly Saivite in their charac- 
ter. llie Vishnu^ Narddya, Bhagavat, Padma, and Garura, 
uphold the faith of Vishnu. While the Bramanda, Vaivartta, 
Markand£ya,^\\A Bhavisltya in general, the worship 

of the female power. With so much power to back it, why 
shouMI we wonder that the rivalry of sects is not extinct. 

We read that Bhrigu once undertook to settle the disputed 
question, and determine which of the triad was the supreme. 
With the view of ascertaining this fact, he went first to the 
heaven of Brahma, whom he irritated by disrespect, and was 
by him abused. Upon this he retired from then^ in disgust, 
saying to himself, this is not the mightiest. He tBen ascended 
the heaven of Siva, whom he surprised in dalliance with his 
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wife, his most constant occupation when alone. This is not he 
I seek, said the philosopher, and retired. He finally went to the 
court of Vishnu, and found liim asleep. Nor is this he, said 
the chagrined philosopher, and gave him a kick. The god 
awaking, however, flattered him so much, that he was conci- 
liated by his goodness, and conceded to him the palm of 
supremacy. But the verdict ofBhrigu, thus purchased, is very 
justly not regarded as final. Sancaracharjya was a Saiva, and, 
we believe, the founder of the sect, or sub-division, named 
Dundis ; Madhabacharjya and BuIlabfascharjyH established the 
sect of Vaishnavas, while Anandagiri upheld the worship of 
Hiranyagarblia, or Brahma. Tbei-e are other sects besides, 
wlio uphold the worship of other deities ; for instance, the Gana- 
patyas, who adore Gariesa, the Sactas, who worship the and 
the Suras, wlio worship Surjya ; so that the question, in all its 
features^ is still open for discussion. The reader, however, need 
not fear, lest we should be taking up the gage. To us the ques- 
tion is very unimportant. We know that the greatest of them, 
(whoever be he) was not omnipotent, and that is all we care to 
enquire after. Brahma, Vishnu and Mahadeva were,onse^:9ral 
occasions, defeated in battle, overcome by the daityas, Vishnu 
was taken prisoner by Jalandhar ; Siva, wounded in battle, be- 
came senseless from loss of blood, and when Suti destroyed her- 
self, he bewailed her loss, howling like a madman, being unable 
to alleviate his misfortune. Daraka and her Amazonian host 
struck such terror among the gods, that Siva was comnelled to 
ask Parvati to assume the form of Kali to destroy her. The same 
Parvali died in consequence of a curse. Surjya, struck on 
the cheeks, lost liis teeth, and has continued toothless ever 
since. The Hindus offer him pounded rice, that the god may 
find no difficulty in masticating his fare. Indra, we read, was 
frequently expelled from his celestial abode by his enemies, and 
wandered up and down the earth begging alms. When Vitra 
attacked the gods and threatened to kill all of them, he escaped 
by assuming the form of a peacock, and, on that occasion, 
Yama took the likeness of a crow, Kuvera that of a lizard, 
Agni that of a pigeon, Varuna that of a partridge, Vayu that 
of a dove, and so on, to effect their flight. Meghnadi, the 
son of Havana, is also said to have kept Indra tied to the feet 
of his horse for a time ; and Yama was Tarika’s gha&iara or 
grass-cutter. Brahma himself was Havana’s herald or porter, 
Vishnu his pandaree, and Mahadeva his barber ; Ganesa was 
his cowherd, Yama his washerman, Vayu his sweeper, Indra 
his chief gardener, and Agni his cook. The asooras are al- 
most always represented as very strong, but senseless ; and the 
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gods comparatively very weak, triumphing in every case, 
rather by cunning and craft than by the exercise of their vigor. 
We read that when the gods churned tlie ocean, they were 
obliged to avail themselves of the assistance of. the asooras, and, 
when the amrita was found, were afraid of sharing it with them, 
though they had as good a right to the beverage as themselves, 
and had been promised a portion under the most solemn en- 
gagements. Having aspired to the possession of Lakslimi, 
they (the demons) were so enraged at Vishnu’s taking her to 
himself, that they snntched the vase of amrita from the gods 
for their own exclusive use, nor could the devatas recover it, 
till they hiid recourse to deception, Vishnu assuming the form 
of a womaii, which threw the daityas into such raptures, that 
they willltigly gave np the di‘=;puted vase to her. She then di- 
rected <he gods and the daityas to sit down in two distinct 
rows, oliering to serve them the nectar herself. It was agreed 
tliat tlie gods should be served first, and they were served 
alone. Anticipating some such fraud, Kahuketii had placed 
liinisclf in disguise among the gods, between the sun and the 
moon, and had received his share. But even this solitary ex- 
ception so alarmed Vishnu, that he cut the demon in two. But 
it was too late even for Vishnu to deprive him of life. The 
amrita had made the daitya immortal, and the two parts of his 
body became severally endowed with life. As the sun and 
moon had exposed the fraud, Kahu, the head, still bears them 
the old grudge ; and eclipses are only attemj>ts of the vanquish- 
ed daitya to devour his malicious enemies. Ketu also delights 
in mischief, and often appears as a comet, that object of 
alarm to all nations of the earth. From many passages 
in the Furans, it also appears that, amongst men, tliere 
were some wlio were on toiius of equably with the gods, and 
often greater tlian many of them. The Rishis, or penitents, 
arc spoken of in many places as punishing them with severe 
maledictions on account of their infamous doings, and 
the gods are represented as unable to help themselves out of 
these inflictions. The wife of Atri converted Brahma, Vishnu, 
and Siva into children ; Bhrigu doomed Vishnu to seven 
mortal births ; by Atji’s curse Siva lost his linyam^ and in this 
mutilated state bewailed his misfortunes all over tlie world ; 
and Indra also was deprived of his virility by the curse of 
Gautama. All these are proofs, not of power, but of weakness, 
and are sufficient to convince the most superficial observer, that 
the absolute and uncontrolled” supremacy of the Deity was 
possessed by none of the Hindu gods, nor collectively by all. 

Nor do the fables respecting tkeir lives and exploits beai; 
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reference to moral duties, nor are they of a decent character. 
Were it possible for the multitude to appreciate the philosophi- 
cal, historical, and astronomical trutlis which they are supposed 
to embody, their incorrect nature might have been tolerated. 
But that is impossible. What has tasked to the utmost 
the powers of our greatest orientalists to explain — the mysteri- 
ous truths which, with the aid of all their occidental learning, 
they have not yet succeeded fully to unravel, cannot of 
course, be philosophically understooti by the vulgar, and if not 
so understood, what other influence can narf ations, descriptive 
only of the crimes and passians of the deities, their lusts, 
frauds, and violence, exercise on the minds of their wor- 
shippprs, but such as sa}> tlie very foundations of rectitude, 
and turn away their atten lion"* from the broad and unvarying 
principles of justice and morality. I'lie fact is, the Purans 
collectively have no object at all. 'J’bey are a mass of 
heroic legends and amatory stories, written and collected 
by different authors, of coidiicling opinions, and pei'lnips, in 
derision, made to bear upon a subject on v\lncli no two human 
beings liave yet fully and al>solately agreed. Jdiat tlipse au- 
tl)ors themselves did not n.'gard them as matte}'s of faith, we have 
indeed many reasons to believe. That they nevertheless 
j)ioniulgated them, as if tliey did only confirm the i*emark of 
J3rihasj)ati, who plainly tebs us that they are the contrivances 
of the wicked for securing a livelihood, enfoi'ced on those 
who had I'eithor intellect nor spirit to repel tlimn. All the 
Shastras, says he, liad three authors only — one of whom was a 
bufloon, aiiotlier a rogue, and the third a fiend. We do not 
intend to be understood as entirely denying tlie exis- 
tence of moral pj ecepts in the Purans. O ! no, tliere are 
occasionally to be found excellent lessons of morality in them. 
But tliese lessons are detached, and not on a system ; and, of 
course, a few lieulthy off-shoots here and there cannot counter- 
act the poisonous influence of the whole tree. They are neces- 
sarily litei'ally powerless. On tha otlier liand, the immoral ten- 
dency of tlie Siiastras is more decided. There are rites for the 
destruction of enemies, ceremonies to help a robber in carrying 
on Ins depredations witli success, observances whereby an adul- 
terer may secure tlie favors of his neighbour’s wife, and other 
])recious injunctions of like character. Piety and faith, hojie, 
mutual love, may have a few illustrations in such a large inas.s 
of fables, but they are, like angel visits, few and far between — 
a few useful plants in an unweeded orchard, overgrown with a 
forest of brambles, thistles, and wild weeds. 

The poojahs enjoined by the Purans are all, more or less, 
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obscene and ijadebcate, and completely explode the apology, 
that the worship of idols is but an indirect way of worshipping 
God. Virtue and piety in all other systems constitute the 
chief ingredients of the worship of God — a pure mind and a 
holy life have been recognized very generally, as the only 
oblations with which to approach the Supreme. But these cut 
no figure in the idol-worship enjoined in the Purans. The 
worship of the lingam^ and the ritual of the Bamacharees^ are 
unfortunately specimens of what the Purans generally in- 
culcate, and what other forms are enjoined, if not avowedly 
as indelicate, are, alas ! equally debasing and corrupt in their 
tendency. A wrong course ever defeats its own purpose. Idola- 
try, whatever might be its origin, and however philosophic its 
mysteries, always degenerates* into sensuality in its progress 
and growth, seeking rather to gratify the passions of man and 
to debauch his mind, than to supply his moral and intellectual 
deficiencies; and thi.s it has done most effectually in this 
country, because, for every error in doctrine, and for every 
abomination in practice, there is full and ample authority in 
the texts of the Shastras. When the gods are depicted as 
having been wi(jked, and guilty of outrages against decorum 
and modesty, it wej e hard to expect from their worshippers 
decency in \vorshi[). The drunkard must be worshipped with 
Bacchanalian orgies, the lewd must be propitiated with lascivi- 
ous revels. Krishna carried on a crimirml intercourse with 
16,000 milk-maids when alive, and what can be more natural 
for his worshippers to believe than that, after death, he should 
still^refer to be glorified in his debaucheries. Hence profane 
songs, obscene ceremonies, and indecent and unnatural practices 
have become widely connected with the religion, every succeed- 
ing age having increased the degradation, by adding obscene 
rites and usages to a ritual originally sutliciently offensive and 
corrupt. Almost all the popular temples have their dehmteca 
or dehdasees, the concubines or women of the devotees, and 
these extend their favors to ail classes of men, from ])riests to 
pilgrims. Ostensibly- they are entertained for dancing and 
singing before the gods, and, even if these had been their only 
avocations, the dance is executed with such lascivious attitudes 
and motions, and the songs chanted are so lewd, that that were 
abomination enough. But to dance and sing is not their only 
work. They keep open shops of infamy t>n the very thresholds 
of tlie temples, and, in such shrines as that of Juggernath, where 
large concourses of men and women assemble together, and are 
indiscriminately huddled up, the example they set is in most 
cases caught by the pilgrims, and many virtuous women arq 
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thereby corrupted, while the vicious willingly join in celebrating 
irregularities thus openly countenanced. Even in'poojahs w»thir* 
doors and at home, many impurities and abominations are 
practised. Indecent dances are performed at night before the 
idol, prostitutes are hired to outrage decency, and songs are 
sung which are ht only for brotlieis. Fathers with their chil- 
dren, men with their wives, mothers, and daughters, witness 
these late carousals; and thus are enkindled filthy desires, 
whicli neither the texts of the Slmstras, nor the usages of 
society discourage or put down. In the institutes of Menu, 
a man is allowed to commit adultery when the female consents; 
nay, if she wish it, he must, or he will be in danger of getting 
tiie leprosy ; and so Jikewise, he may steal for the sake of 
performing religious ceremonies, comiiut perjury to save the 
life of a Brahmin, and tell a He to appease au angry wife or 
jdease a mistress. By some sects prostitution is regarded as 
a virtue, and called Babhichardherma ; and, according to the 
Bamacharees, it is a religious (pialification, as a Sacti can only 
be personated by either a duncing-girl, a female devotee, a 
washerwoman, a barber’s wife, a flower-girl, a milk-maid, or 
H harlot. How can a people be better than their Shastras ? 
Tliat which a man reads and thinks upon must influence his 
cliaracter ; and the unhallowed doctrines and rites of Pura- 
nism have but too much tendency to inflame the passions 
and engender crimes. Add to this, that moral elevation in a 
devotee is none of the requirements of the Shastras. Some of 
the grosser vices are indeed forbidden, but, provided obtain 
mummeries are observed, be may be the veriest devil the wfeile. 
Certainly, he must abstain from certain food, avoid certain ima- 
ginary pollutions, as touching unclean tribes, and things, and 
bathe in the Gauges, if residing near it. But does Hinduism 
absolutely require more ? Morality and virtue have no place 
in Hindu ethics, having made room for the easier substitutes of 
rites and ceremonies. The law-givers particularly enjoin the 
postures in wliich the devotee- must sit while performing his 
devotions, the direction he should look to, and other particu- 
lars equally important ; but they do not watch over or di- 
rect Ills private morals. 

Then, again, some of the religious observances are very cruel. 
Superstition is as heartless on one side, as gloomy on another. 
It dreads an implacable avenger in God, instead of regarding 
him as an affectionate father ; and, from the terror of his ven- 
geance, originate penances, mortifications, and expiatory sacri- 
fices. Of voluntary self-sacrifices and of infanticide we shall 
here say nothing, nor of the Sutti, for these, under a benefi- 

V p 



222 PUHANISM ; OR, TIIE POPULAR RELIGION OF INDIA. 

cent administration, have ceased. It only wanted a well regu- 
lated Goveriiment to check them, and the days, when they were 
regarded as meritorious, have gone by. But festivals like the 
charaka, celebrated in honor of Siva, are disgraceful and abo- 
minable, and have nothing to excuse their horror. In the 
upper ^Provinces the charaJia is unknown. It seems peculip 
only to Bengal. But the barbarity of piercing the body in 
different places, with hooks, spits, tongs, and knives, is common 
throughout India. Austerities of unexampled severity, and 
yet serving no moral end, are likewise practised by deluded 
fanatics, who consider such mortifications to be the most a^*- 
c^table offerings to God. When the father of a family, says 
Menu, sees the child of his child, let him repair to the lonely 
woods, and there endeavour to subdue his organs of sense and 
of action. He seems to consider it impossible for a man to 
mortify his earthly affections and sinful inclinations at home. 
Home must be renounced, the family circle deserted. And 
for what? What is to be the reward of such sacrifice? What 
pre-eminence is to be gained by such renunciation of domestic 
comforts ? Power ! By austerities the asooras aspired to be 
gods, contested with the gods for supremacy, often overcame 
their might, and oftener still forced them to grant boons which 
it was not in their power to refuse. And what did these aus- 
terities consist in? — not in refraining from murder — not in 
eschewing adultery — not in abstainllig from theft — no I Perso- 
nal privations and torture constitute the strictness which 
Puranism regard's as meritorious, and the worst men have, 
through their means, obtained that power which was ne- 
cessary to work out their wicked designs. A lengthened 
suppression of respiration, inhaling and exhaling of breath 
in a particular manner, the distorting the body, or placing 
some particular limb in some particular attitude, till it becomes 
unfit for use, fixing the glance of the eyes after a cer- 
tain direction — in these consist the virtue of the yogi. The 
demon Tarika performed penances for 1,100 years, and kept 
the gods trembling in fear, for they knew his devotions must 
be rewarded. What did he do? What great and singular 
deeds of merit? He stood on one foot with his eyes gazing 
on the sun ; he stood on one great toe ; he lived on water, 
then on air ; he lived immersed in water, then underneath the 
earth, then in fire ; he stood on his bead with his feet upwards, 
then on one hand, then hung by his hands from a tree, then 
clung to it with his feet, his head depending downwards, — 
each of these feats he performed for a hundred years; 
and this is merit ! The Shastras themselves show that they are 
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incompetent to make the devotee a wiser and a bett€MP man ; 
for did not this same Tarika, as well as Havana and other 
yogis, after all their unheard of austerities, subsequently 
prove to be so depraved, as to require to be destroyed ? 
There are ascetics scattered all over the country, who go naked, 
or permit their nails to grow, or pervert the uses of their 
limbs, or fiist, and all to affect that virtue which they have not* 
They live in woods, and other retired places, and pretend to 
have renounced the world for meditating on God. But in 
ninety-nine cases out of every hundred, unable to bear up with 
the disappointments of life, they have thus fled from the 
haunts of man, forsaking kith, kin, and friends. As for re* 
iiouncing the world, they do nothing of the kind. Of the 
most renowned ascetics, the stories extant are very ofiensive, 
showing how strongly they were tethered to the vices of the 
earth, and, even in the present times, when the Government is 
so strongly armed, it cannot be said that that neighbourhood is 
safe from danger, where the Sunyasees or Byragees reside in 
a body, • 

The sacrifice of animals also renders Hindu rituals pre-emi- 
nently horrid. There was a time when men were sacrificed 
before the gods. Even in our own days the human sacrifice 
among the Khoonds is well knowm. It is declared in the 
Bhmnshya Pura% that thebead of a slaughtered man gives 
Bhavani a thousand timeiwhiore satisfaction than the head of 
a buffalo. As there is no getting a human head now, cattle are 
the only victims slain, and, on some occasions, in such num- 
bers, as to stamp on the festivals the character of fiendishness. 

Nor are the absurdities with which the Puranic mythology 
abounds, either few or slight. Of all false religions, that of the 
Purans is perhaps the most monstrous in its absurdities — a stu- 
pendous memorial of the easy credulity of an imbecile race. 
Almost all the remarkable incidents mentioned, are at varinnce 
with reason and common sense. In the creation Vi raj 
Purash changing himself into a man and a woman, a mare 
and a itallion, a ewe and a ram, &c., is not only indelicate, but 
childishly absurd. The preservation of the earth on the body 
of a tortoise, whose noddings cause earthquakes, is a fable of 
kindred nature ; as also is the story about the falling off of 
Siva’s lingam, in consequence of Atri’s curse, and its increase 
to such a size, that heaven and earth were filled by it, so that 
not even Brahma and Vishnu knew its extent. The celebrated 
churning of the ocean too, with a mountain for a churning pole, 
and a serpent for a rope, is a ridiculous idea ; nor are the stories 
about Janhoo swallowing up the river Ganges, Agastjn the 
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sea, Hannmaii preventing day* break at its proper hour by con- 
cealing the sun under hie arm, king Dundie having a mare 
wbich at night assumed the form of a woman of transcendant 
charms, &c., &c., of more sober character. The authors of the 
Purans appear to have conceived that, by a multiplication of 
absurdities, they would be best able to render the whole system 
more palatable to the vulgar ; and in this, perhaps, they were 
right. Even the rites and ceremonies are ridiculous and ex- 
travagant. The washing, dressing, and feeding of idols, their 
going to bed with their wives and mistresses, &:c., are incidents 
more calculated to excite laughter than devotion, in a reasoning 
mind. Nor is the worship less childish. Dexterous gesticu- 
lations, whirling the hands round the head, clapping the hands 
and snapping the fingers, beating the cheeks, })Iaying with the 
fingers on the lips, breathing with rapidity, bleating out like a 
sheep, &c. — ail these constitute worship ! Where some poojahs 
require more violent exercises, we have scuffling and thumping, 
leaping and jumping before the idols, and fathers with their chil- 
dren mingle together in the folly, disfigured with dirt, dung, and 
blood. To see well-disciplined youth and venerable age thus 
enacting folly, would almost move angels to compassion. Even 
when the religious service is not childish, it is far from being 
edifying. The muttering of a short prayer, prostration, scatter- 
ing flowers and water, is the only service observed in the temples; 
and all this is done in such an off-haHi and hurried manner, that 
it is impossible that they can be the out-pourings of reverential 
feelings. Nor is it possible for them to suggest sentiments of 
devotion. We know that the learned pretend to find in each 
and every such practice a deep and hidden meaning, and it is 
even aflected that there is no part of the system — no absurdity 
either in text or practice — which, however ludicrous or ex- 
travagant it may ostensibly appear, is not susceptible of being 
explained into sense. Every such difficulty, it is contended, 
conceals within its stubborn nucleus some philosophical 
problems, historical facts, or astronomical enigmas, which have 
been thus dressed up to suit the vulgar taste. Ah, but th^vulgar 
do not see the hidden meaning. Never was moral worked 
out more shabbily. What was worth being known should 
have been more plainly taught. The vulgar interpret tlie 
fables literally. To them, the truth they are supposed to hide, 
is darker for the cover that screens it. Tlie learned despise the 
fables as too round-about a way of teaching some little truths ; 
while the unlearned gulp them just as they are served, not 
discriminating their real from their ostensible meaning. 

Then again, knavery also cuts a prominent part in the 
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P uranic religion. Had it been only indiscreet and ridicul- 
ous, the evil were great. But it is something worse. To a 
race of impostors it affords the means of living, and they 
of course take good care not to pass by any opportunity likely 
to profit tljem. Piety is represented as expressible only by 
rites and ceremonies, which mainly profit the Brahmins, and 
in every matter they stand as mediators between the gods and 
men. The gods are said to eat and speak by their mouths. The 
Brahmin’s hand is replete with sin-consuming fire, his right ear is 
tlie receptacle of the Ganges ; his great toe contains all the Imly 
places. He that toils and eats lays by no store, but consumes his 
whole income ; but he vvho feeds Brahmins forwards sustenance 
to the future world to await his coming. If a man sells liis cow 
lie secures perdition to his soul, but if he gives her away to a 
Brahmin he secures heaven. The sick, the unfortunate, the 
unprosperous are required to offer sacrifices to the deities as 
the only way of appeasing their wrath, because a great part of 
such offerings, if not the whole, goes to the priests. And 
knaveries to match can be cited ad infinitum. A current say- 
ing among the vulgar makes tliem gods. “ All the universe 
‘ is under the power of the gods ; the gods are subject to the 
‘ power of rnuntras ; the muntras are under the power of the 
‘ Brahmins, therefore are the Brahmins gods.” The correct con- 
clusion from the premises laid dowm, would rather make them 
something superior to the gl^ds. I'liis has suggested the belief 
that, for tlie accomplishment of their ow'ii selfish purposes, the 
Bralimius have propagated the Puranlc system. If this be so, the 
deceivers and the deceived are both alike to be pitied. For wliat 
lias the villainy of tlie priests gained them after all 't Or has it 
averted from them that fate which the community at large has 
drawn upon itself by its stupid credulity ? Alas! the same 
trap holds fast both deceiver and deceived. 

Of heaven and hell also the notions of the Purans are essen- 
tially defective. The longing for a happier state than this 
world aftbrds, is a feeling inspired by God himself, witliiii the 
human mind ; and, next to revelation, it is the best means 
by which he discovers himself to his creatures. From the 
notion that the world is not our being’s end and aim, we in- 
stinctively catch the notion of a happier futurity, and an eter- 
nal God. But the absurd views of the Purans on tliis subject 
of futurity, only shows us what work false religion makes, even 
with a well known general principle. According to the Purans, 
the earth is a flat surface, shaped like a lotus, representing the 
mysterious and bearing in its centre a mountain, the primeval 
lingam^ 48,000 yojonas high, and like an inverted cone, broader at 
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tlie top than at the bottom. This is Surneru — the residence of the 
gods. In some places it is mentioned to be of solid gold, res- 
jdendent as the morn — and yet of many colors, the east being 
white, the west brown, the north red, and the south yellow. In 
others again, the east is only mentioned to be of gold, the 
west being of silver, the north of copper, and the south of 
iron. One only river, dividing itself into four branches, waters 
this paradise of the gods, and is called Mandacini, on the earth 
named Gunga. On Surneru dwell the gods, and there dwell 
also the souls of virtuous departed men, feasting on exquisite 
heavenly food. It is named Subha, or the congregation, for 
here the dcvatas hold their councils ; and the purest and 
holiest section of it is called Ilavatta, where Brahma resides. 
The heavens are not all of an equal grandeur. They are of 
several grades, those of the primary gods considerably out- 
shining those of the minor deities ; and of the heavens of the 
primary gods, that of Brahma is described as excelling all 
others in splendour and magnificence. Narada attempting 
to describe it, gave up the task in despair, for in it he found all 
the glories of the other heavens, and many more too numerous 
to narrate. But we are not, therefore, to conclude, that the 
lieavens of the other deities are necessarily paltry. Far from 
it. According to the Mahabharat, the heaven of Vishnu is 
composed of pure gold, and its edifices of the richest jewels ; 
and the Sri Bhagavat gives an equally glowing description 
of the court of Siva, regarding which the Saivas maintain, that 
every splinter of the mountain Kailasa is a gem. These three 
heavens are on the three peaks of mount Surneru, named 
Surneru,* Vycant, and Kailasa. There are twenty-one other 
heavens belonging to gods of lesser fame ; but these are not 
so high up the mountain, nor yet so grand — not even that of 
Indra, wdio is called the king of the heavens. The 
pleasures of all these lieavens are wholly sensual, composed 
of the fragrance of flowers, the richness of scenery, the 
melody of songs, and the company of celestial dancing girls. 
Even where the Maha-rishis, the Brahmia-rishis, and the 
Deb-rishis, — the great, the sacred, and the divine sages, — 
chaunt the praises of God, the enjoyment is not complete 
without carnal love. According to the Pudma Puran^ the 
soul of the good man, when immediately after death it goes 
to the palace of Yama, is welcomed by him with affection and 
love, and there entertained with excellent food, the dance and 
song of heavenly courtezans, and the fragrance of heavenly 


♦ Also named Brahmalok, and Ilavatta. 
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flowers. It is then judged, and the particular heaven of some 
deity allotted fo it for its residence ; and there it relishes all 
the sensual gratifications that the mind can conceive, till all 
its merit is rewarde^ when it is compelled to take birth again 
on the earth, in some form or other. The happiness of 
heaven, therefore, after the turmoils of life, appears to be 
something like the voyage of Ulysses — a wretched struggle 
with toils and dangers, relieved by occasional respites, during 
which the hero climbs tie beds of nymphs and goddesses, and 
is witli savoury viands^ fed. But what is happiness where 
perpetuity is wanting ! As for absorption into the god-head, 
that is only for the select few, and now-a-days the candidates 
for this supremo beatitude are few. Even Brahma, Vishnu, 
and Siva, have not yet attained it, and how can men ? Tlie 
Hindus have'^'oo alternative but a sensual paradise, or non-exist- 
ence ; and it is not to be wondered at, that the bulk of the com- 
munity prefer the former to the latter. 

The description of hell, we must admit, is sufficiently har- 
rowing. After the conviction of crimes, which is effected on 
the evidence of the sun, raoun and stars, fire, water, wind, 
and the earth, morn and eve, day and night, and a host of 
other very unexceptionable witnesses, the soul is sent to its place 
of punishment, according to the nature of its crimes. There are 
several such places, differing in horror according to the differ- 
ent nature of the several enormities perpetrated by men. 
There is the of darkness, the hell of burning oil, and the 
hell of hurning copper ; the hell full of reptiles, and the bell 
of thorns, the hell for the adulterer, where the object of his 
affections is represented in red-hot iron, which he is compelled 
to embrace ; the hell where sinners are beaten with clubs, that 
in which they are pierced wdth arrows, that in which they are 
bitten by dogs ; the hell wffiere cannibals feast on sinners, that 
where snakes bite, that where ravenous birds tear to 
pieces ; and many more. But here the soul remains not 
for ever ; no more than the good man remaineth for ever in 
heaven. The pains of hell cease to afflict after an allotted 
time, when the sinner is permitted to return again to the earth, 
to re-act his part. 

The fears which the horrors of hell might excite do 
not, however, we see, sufficiently deter men from sins. 
And how should they, when those very Shastras, whick 
arouse these fears, furnish ns with a charm against 
them? Is there not the Ganges to cleanse the sinner? 
Do not the Purans teem with praises of her virtue? Is a 
young man guilty of adultery or incest? The picture of the- 
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hell reserved for him makes him tremble. How will he en- 
dure the burning caresses of an iron beauty fresh from the 
furnace ! He thinks of penitence — he prepares to throw him- 
self on the mercy of his Maker — he ofFete^ to recant his errors 
in sackcloth and tears. The voice of nature, which even the 

S 'ossest idolatry cannot wholly extinguish, urges him to this. 

ut this the religion does not demand. There is an easier 
way of securing reconciliation with the gods. It is a very 
easy and convenient method. He h^ only to go and dip 
himself in the sacred Ganges, and scrub himself clean. Peo- 
ple are always fond of easy methods ; a short cut is just the 
thing they want. The tradesman lies and defrauds his custo- 
mers, and then sanctifies himself in the waters of the sacred 
stream ; the murderer washes his bloody hands in its bounding 
current, and feels relieved of a lieavy burthen ; and bad women 
are to be seen all day long, under circumstances of the highest 
indelicacy, washing away their sins. Even he “ who hears the 
‘ story of the descent of the Gunga,*’ says the Ramayana^ “ shall 
‘ have all the wishes of his heart. AH his sins shall be 
‘ destroyed, and his life and fame be abundantly prolonged!” 
and, as there are some other rivers also wdiose waters have the 
same efficacy, the whole country is thus beneficently pro- 
vided. Nor even wliere such rivers are not, is it necessary 
for the sinner to be sorry for his sins and repent of them. Ile- 
])eut! Nonsense. Is tliere not the Brahmin’s great toe, the 
touch of which is salvation — is there not the Bvhihmin’s right 
hand, which liolds such an inexhaustible quantity of sin-con- 
suining fire ! What sin is there which t^ie benediction or asirvad 
of a Brahmin cannot destroy ? Should even that fail, there is 
still the repetition of sacred names to annihilate demerit. A 
Jamil, a great criminal, saved himself by calling on his son, 
“ Narayana,^’ (a name of Vishnu) in liis last moments, to 
bring him ivater ; and Valmik, a robber, gained admittance into 
Vycant, the paradise of Vishnu, for the words “ mar,” “ mar” 
(kill, kill,) which he had been in the habit of using so fre- 
quently, which reversed, make “ Ham,” Ram.” 'J'hen again 
the performance of Havishya, in the months of Magh, Bysak^ 
and Kartika, destroys the gratest sins ; and some of the Purans 
also tell us, that Yama expressly directs his ministers to avoid 
approaching those men, who paint sacred marks on tlieir 
body with chalk and mud, after certain fashions minutely laid 
down. There are also many penances for the expiation of 
sin, silly and revolting, or empty and heartless : and, if there 
are oficnces of extra-enormity to wash away, there is the 
Gayatri to be meditated upon (a specific rather exclusive, 
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being for the Brahmins alone) during three suppressions of the 
breath, and to be recited after a particular manner. Thus is 
the only bugbear Puranic mythology had set up to intimidate 
men into virtuous courses, defeated in securing its object. 

We hate idolatry in every form, for idolatry is a lie against 
the majesty of God^ and never friendly to the sanctions of mora- 
Jity, and never successful in securing the welfare and happiness 
of mankind ; and, as the idolatry of the Purans is no whit 
better than other mythic beliefs generaUy, it has our cordial 
antipathy. The Hindu thinks he worships the lord of heaven 
and earth while bowing before images — that idolatry is neither 
subversive of, nor incompatible with, monotheism. He forgets 
that io the palpable form of images, the spiritual immensity of 
God cannot be conceived. All ideas of His vastness, all ideas of 
His j)Ower, are lost, if we contemplate Him as represented by an 
idol of a certain size. That size may be stupendous, but the 
Omnipresent God cannot be w'^orshipped in such an un-omui- 
present effigy. Nor can an Omniscient God be at all adequate- 
ly represented in a ligure of finite extent and duration, and 
often, in the very representation, contradicting his omniscience. 
Kali is represented as dancing on the body of her husband, 
snd startled in perceiving her blunder ; and the Brahma 
Vaivartta Puran tells us, that, when Parvati, (juarrelling with 
her husband, left him, Vishnu and Siva travelled all over the 
universe and found her not, and wept such floods of tears as 
to form a lake. Then again the atlribut(^8 and actions imputed 
unto God, as represented by such an Lffigy, are so many lies 
against His excellence, and are more calculated to rob him of 
tliat veneration and love we owe Him, tlian to glorify His praise. 
By God we understand a jierfect being. Hinduism also calls 
him perfect, supreme, almighty, and most good. But this is 
only a passive admission. He is not represented as such. 
The representations generally, far from being the hieroglyphic 
emblems of the Deity, are the emblems of vice conspicuously 
elevated. Nay, even if we could recognise the true God in 
the objects of Hindu mythology, the erroneous adoration paid 
to those objects of worship would deter us from being favpra- 
bly inclined towards tliem. The worship of the true God 
after a false manner, is just as sinful as tlie w'orship of false 
Gods. On these points, however, it is not necessary to lengthen 
out our observations. The Hindus, if we read the prognosti- 
cations 0? the times aright, are themselves growing disgusted 
with the big lie ; and the more so because Puranism, as a 
system, has no well-defined scope or end to accomjdish. It is 
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a long chain of gross fables, disjointed and indefinite, huge, 
wild, and fragmentary, having no distinct and tangible object 
to fulfil, and totally at variance in its several parts. Every de- 
tached story may have a deep, hidden, and even moral meaning 
if you please *, but all the fables together make a discordant 
system, unintelligible and bewildering, for which it is impossi- 
ble to entertain any but a mean and contemptible opinion. 
The instructions which it professes to give are useless, where 
they are not scandalous and criminal. The only things clearly 
to be understood, are the profane songs, the obscene ceremo- 
4iies, and the other indecencies connected with the prescribed 
festivals. ^ 

The effects of idolatry have been in this country, as every- 
where else, mental imbecility and turpitude. The intellect of the 
Hindus is crippled. Why ? Not from any Boootiaii influence in 
the atmosphere, but because his religion requires the native to 
abjure the exercise of his reason. Says the Gita, “ he who 
worships matter becomes matter,” that is, a blockhead. Religion 
requires him to regard certain stones and certain trees as gods, 
but common sense teaches him to view them as they are. Re- 
ligion overpowers common sense, the mind becomes stupified, 
and the man bow^s down to that block which he himself, as a 
child, had perhaps often regarded as a plaything. He, in other 
respects so nice and subtle, as to borrow an oriental expression, 
to split a hair in bis reasonings, considers it an animated being, 
offers it food to eat, flowers to smell, clothes in winter-to keep 
it warm, and fans it in summer to allay the heat ! The rats and 
mice are more shrew^d, says Brajoinohun, a clever native who 
published a masterly refutation of Polytheism some years ago, 
than this human being, for they regard the wood as wood, and 
cut holes in it. Even the cockroaches spare it not, nor the 
goats and flies, for these eat up the colors wherewith it is 
painted. But the man still thinks that block a God, to which 
he himself gave mouth, nose, and features, hands and feet. 
It can be burnt down by fire, broken into pieces by the ham- 
mer, as well when a God as in its original condition. But 
this does not shake his strong belilf. He fancies him laughing, 
he dreams that he sees a frown ; and thus professing himself 
to be wise, he becomes a fool. What a sharp intellect, what 
a sound understanding is thus rendered imbecile by supersti- 
tion ! 

The moral turpitude which idolatry has occasioned has been 
alluded to in the course of our observations. Nor need we 
say more about it here than this, that, after having made the 
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gods sinners, the Hindus have correctly followed up the move 
by emulating their ways. In the worship of idols final beati- 
tude is not so much as sought after. Men have become cat 
Ions of the future. The lusts of their deities have made them 
aspirants for temporal enjoyments, and they worship for sensual 
gratifications, for wealth, for bodily strength, for long life, 
for beauty, for the destruction of enemies, and so on. God 
deserted his maligners when they represented him In bestial 
forms and gave to him a bestial character, and, thus abandoned, 
they fell headlong into the pit of wickedness they had dug 
themselves. It has been observed by several writers that they 
are very much given to lying. The cause of this is easily 
discovered. Their gods are all liars. The liar has his god, 
and the robber has his god ; revenge has divine examples to 
justify it, and so has cruelty. The vilest impurity that degrades 
human nat ure has a kindred example in tho gods to excuse 
it. The demoralization this has effected, we see, is great. Had 
it operated alone and unchecked it would have been greater ; 
but foreign rule, however injurious in other respects, has been 
of service in this. Ferocious observances and licentious practices 
would have been more prevalent even than now, but for the 
rule of strangers who had no motive to side with a detestable 
religion. 

Such has been the consequence of idolatry religixivBly fol- 
lowed. That some of its observances, Ifbwever, might be 
advantageously observed, as prescripts for temporal benefit, 
we will not deny. The various ablutions enjoined, for instance, 
are highly beneficial to health, as also we think is the inter- 
diction of animal food ; and there are others of like nature. 
We doubt not that to enforce these useful worldly purposes 
was one of the principal objects contemplated by the foun- 
ders of Puranism. Jamadagni, in fact, plainly assures us, 
that, the devatas one and all, with their names, forms and 
actions, are mere fictitious inventions, contrived to back with 
authority certain ordinances and practices, the adoption of 
which was considered salutary. And we are prepared to be- 
lieve that the Hindu legislators did not originally mean to 
abuse the confidence of the ignorant multitude so much as 
they have actually done, that is, that they had then no idea of 
what would in time be the consequence of their cheat. Had 
they had any notion of it before, they would probably have 
paused before bringing such an engine into operation ; and 
yet we cannot blame those legislators less, because, forsooth, 
they did not anticipate how their system would work ; for it is 
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no excuse in a law-giver to be ignorant of human naturer 
Had their institutes, at the same time that they advocated 
habits useful in life, borne reference to moral improvements 
also, and had their gods been clothed with the ordinary virtues 
and modesty of good men, we might have had less to com- 
plain, and might have even awarded them their due meed of 
praise, forgetting their Insufficiency and errors. But, in the 
absence df such provisions, the operation of their system has 
been only productive of mischief, rendering men more wick- 
ed tlian they would have been if left to themselves. In the 
Uttara Klianda of the Pudma Puran, Siva tells us that he 
promulgated his doctrines only to mislead his worshippers. 
Narauchi and other daitatjs had become so powerful by their 
purity and devotions, that the gods stood in dread of them. 
To seduce them from their virtues, and make them wicked 
and weak, Siva introduced his tenets and practices f The 
Pudma Puran, from sectarian feelings, thus strongly condemns 
the Saiva doctrines alone ; but we, who belong to no party, 
will not hesitate to condemn them all, for they have all con- 
tributed alike to render a whole nation cripple and poor, 
credulous and contemptible — a whole nation who have stood 
still for more than two thousand years without making any 
progress in civilization and knowledge, and all from their 
false mHions of religion, and from contempt or defiance of 
God. * 

The age has now arrived when image worship should alto- 
gether cease. The necessity with which it originated exists 
no longler, if it ever existed. The advantages which were 
expected from it have not been reaped. “ P’igure fancied in 
‘ thought ” very prettily observes the Mahanirvari, “ can no 
more secure salvation to the soul than dreams of sovereignty 
‘ can secure the possession of an empire.” Other lands, wliich 
once owned the bond of paganism, have now thrown off their 
slavery. Adin, with his everlasting passion for battles and 
banquets, has passed away ; Thor no longer thunders from 
the bleak mountains of Iceland and Scandinavia; the 
blood-stained Valkyrior, and the wild and intellectual Balder 
have ceased alike to reign. In more southern lands the exqui- 
site temples and statues of Minerva and Juno have long since 
been abandoned. Even the votaries of pleasure have relin- 
quished the worship of Venus and Bacchus. The fire burns 
no longer on their altars— the thighs of fatted kine and sheep 
are no longer offered to them, even in those places where, of 
old, kings with their own hands sacrificed hecatombs to their 
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gods. The voice of the oracle is heard no more, and, if the 
marvels of the Pagan’s belief have anywhere survived, it is 
only in fiction and nursery lore. And yet the world has not 
retrograded one step in morals. Jehovah has not been aban- 
doned, but has rather reclaimed and is yet reclaiming back his 
erring sheep. The worshippers of Pallas and Jupiter, of 
I’hor and Odin, have found a mightier stay ; and to the 
sensual adoration of the heathen has succeeded a spiritual 
worship, purer in its character, and more ennobling in its 
tendency. That Hinduism likewise may soon make room for 
that God and that Worship is our earnest prayer. 
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Art. II . — Selection from the Papers of the late Lord Metcalfe, 

.Edited hy J, W, Kaye^ A uthor of the Life of Lord Metcalfe, 

%vo, London^ 1 855. 

The present volume is a supplement to the Memoirs of Lord 
Metcalfe, noticed in the last Number of this Review, And to us, 
at least, it is a welcome one. It is almost, indeed, essential to a 
comi)lete record of the public life of this distinguished States- 
man. For although in the biograpliy, Metcalfe’s despatches, 
letters, minutes, memoranda, &c., are quoted, to an extent 
which seems to have offended some critics who read it with 
)>urely English eyes, it is not to be doubted that, after all, the 
opinions of this able and honest public servant were only 
dimly reflected. The nature of the work forbade a more 
ample exjiosition of his views ; and it is the object therefore 
of the ])resent volume to supply the necessary deficiencies of 
its predecessors. 

The volume, however, is and professes to be no more than a 
“ selection/' It is divided into three parts. The first embraces 
certain specimens of the despatches, letters, memoranda, &c., 
written by Charles Metcalfe from the commencement of his 
career as a diplomatist up to the time of his appointment to 
Council. The second, is devoted to the minutes of the Member 
of Council, the Provisional Governor-General, and the Lieut. 
Governor of Agra. And the third contains extracts from 
Metcalfe’s Jamaica and Canada despatches. An the preface, 
the editor states the principles which guided him in the selec- 
tion. It would have been, doubtless, much easier to prepare 
several, than one volume of Lord Metcalfe’s papers. The 
Indian despatches of the Duke of Wellington fill two large 
closely-printed volumes. Those of Lord Wellesley fill four 
volumes. The former extend over a period of seven or eight 
years ; the latter, over about the same space. But, Sir Charles 
Metcalfe was nearly forty years in India. In comparing his 
papers with those of his first master, the “ glorious little man,” 
to whose patronage he owed so much, there are two points 
especially to be noticed — one, that they relate to a much larger 
variety of subjects ; the other, that they are unquestionably all, 
purely and genuinely, Charles Metcalfe’s own. Lord Welles- 
ley was a great diplomatist — a great ‘‘ political” statesman ; 
and, perhaps, had time been permitted to him, he would also 
have been a great administrator. But, lacking time, the busi- 
ness of internal administration was, under his Government, 
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comparatively neglected ; and his papers therefore on the 
domestic policy of our Indian Empire are scanty and unimpor- 
tant. On the other hand there are few subjects, connected witli 
our internal administration, on which Metcalfe has not recorded 
his opinions. Again, it is not easy for the outside public to 
determine to what extent the despatches, &c., of a Governor- 
General are the produce of his own individual mind — to what 
extent the thoughts^ and to what extent the words, are his own. 
Lord Wellesley was one of the most active and the most self- 
reliant of our Indian statesmen, but he knew the value of such 
an Aide as Mr. Edrnonstone, and, doubtless, the hand of that 
ablest of political Secretaries is to be traced largely in the 
publi*^ despatches of all the Governors-General under whom 
he served. But the editor of Lord Metcalfe’s papers tells us 
that the “ selection’* now given to the world is made from the 
original drafts in his Lordship’s own hand-writing. Every 
word in the volume is his own. 

But we scarcely needed the assertion of this external evi- 
dence — the internal evidence is so strong. From fir.st to last, 
tliere is little variation in Charles Metcalfe’s style. It is always 
clear, ])ointed, direct. The stamp of earnestness and sincerity 
is upon it. There is no sign of making-up. When it rises 
into eloquence it is the simple, natural eloquence of the heart. 
Sir James Stejihen, in one of his Ecclesiastical Essays, relates 
how a young aspirant for the honors of the Indian Civil Service 
once asked the Cliainnan of the Court of Directors what style 
of despatch-writing was most in favor al the India House, and 
was told ill ref)ly, “ Sir, the style we affect most is the 
Hum-drum.’^ We remember too, to have heard a story to 
the effect that, sometime ago, under the Administration, we 
believe, of Lord Hastings, a certain Major L , of the Com- 

missariat, drew up an elaborate paper, relative to the business 
of his department, which he submitted to the Military Board. 
Weeks passed and grew into months, but no notice was taken 
of the report — an omission the more surprising, as the Secretary 
of the Board was a particular friend of the writer. So the 
Major went up to the Presidency to enquire about his magnum 
opus ; hastened to the Board Office, ami asked the Secretary 
what had become of tlie paper on which he had bestowed so 
much pains. The Secretary said he would enquire, and a 
search was instituted for the report, which after some time was 
brought to light and put in the writer’s hand to identify it. 
He knew the look of it at a glance ; but there was somotbing 
written in pencil, at the back, which he read with eager 
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curiosity, followed by blank dismay and bitter indignation. On 
tliis his great report, which had cost him days and weeks of 
hard study, and which, he believed, would earn for him the ap- 
probation not only of the Board, but of the Supreme Govern- 
ment also, the Secretary had written in pencil, “ What is all 
this about, baboo?** And the baboo had written in reply this 
pupgent criticism, “ Plenty words — matter not much No 
vouchers sentT 

Now, in these two stories it must, we fear, be admitted that 
the vices of Indian despatch-writing, in general, are not untruly 
represented. The style is for the most part hum-drum ; plen- 
tiful words and little matter ; often no vouchers, proofs or ar- 
guments, at all ; but, as Lord Brougham has phrased it, “ scores 
of paragraphs,” in which all eloquence seems to evaporate, 
like man’s strength in the rainy season. There are, however, 
some remarkable exceptions to the rule ; and among them the 
despatclies of Charles Metcalfe occupy no undistinguished 
place. There is always much matter in them ; there are 
always vouchers, in the shape of substantial proofs or solid 
arguments. Even wdiere we differ from the writer, and there 
are points on which we diifer from him — we appreciate the 
force of his assertions and the ingenuity of his arguments; 
and, there is such an air of truthfulness about all he says, the 
result of the unvarying sincerity of all his utterances, that we 
find it difficult, not to yield our assent to his arguments, how- 
ever firmly rooted in our minds may be convictions of an op- 
posite tenor. 

Some men are greater than their utterances — written or 
Rpoken. Others again are less. We would place Metcalfe 
in the former category. We do not think that his papers, and 
still less a selection from his papers, can be made to represent 
the public character of such a man, or even to indicate the 
steps by which he ascended the ladder of his renown. The 
first official document of any importance to which he attached 
his name — the memorandum on the location of the proposed 
Subsidiary Force in Scindiali’s dominions, published in the Life of 
Lord Metcalfe ^ — is a remarkably able paper, considering that 
it was written at the age of nineteen. But India is not only 
the “ nursery of Captains.” It is a rare forcing-house for 
scribes. At a still earlier age, Mr. Tucker, as has been recent- 
ly shown, indited elaborate papers on intricate questions of 
financial policy, not unworthy of a mature statesman. Richard 
Jenkins, Mount Stuart Elphinstone, and others of the same 
race of Civilians, were equally premature in tlieir official 
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(levelopiuent. Of Metcalfe and Tucker it has been observed, 
that, as tlieif earliest papers were distinguished by a remarkable 
precocity of intellect, so their latest indicated, in a very pecu- 
liar manner, the lasting qualities of the intellect thus prema- 
turely developed. There is notliing. indeed, more noticeable 
than their uniformity of power 

Metcalfe was wont to speak of the time of his residence at 
Delhi, as“ the most important and efficient period’' of his career. 
At no time, indeed, was his mind more active than between 
the years 1813 and 1818. Within that space, he seems to have 
made up his mind thoroughly, on ail the great questions of Indian 
politics, foreign and domestic ; and many of the most elaborate 
minutes, which he recorded as a Member of the Supreme 
Council of India, are little more than repetitions of papers 
drawn up by him, official!} or deini- officially, when resident at 
Delld. Still we do not hesitate to express an opinion — here- 
tical, as it will be regarded by many, that, the most import- 
ant and efficient period” of Metcalfe’s career was that which 
embraced bis Canadian Administration. 

But although a career of such unceasing activity — a crreer 
so varied as Metcalfe’s, extending over nearly half-a-century 
of official existence, can be but imperfectly represented by a 
volume of ‘'selections,” the prei:ent compilation, aided by the 
extracts scattered over the biograj)hy, will go some way to ex- 
hibit what may be called the paper-life of this laborious States- 
man, Metcalfe is here left to speak for himself. Ilis opinions 
on most of the leading questions which have agitated the 
minds of our Indian statesmen sinco the commencement of 
the present century, are here recorded and argued upon in his 
own words. Of these opinions, in the narrow space of a Re- 
view-article, we can give but an unsatisfactory account. We 
shall content ourselves witli touching upon a few of them ; 
in some cases, merely leaving the extracts, which we may give, 
to speak for themselves. 

The first paper in the collection, is an Essay on the policy of 
Sir George Barlow, written by young Metcalfe, in Lord Lake’s 
camp, for the perusal of his father. To mention the place of 
its birth, is to describe the character of the opinions it express- 
es. It is very clever and very confident. Although, every 
now and then, words of a somewhat unofficial type creep in — 
such epithets as “ filthy,’’ “ nasty,” “ funny,” we are not sure 
that it is not as well written as any paper in the volume. We 
need hardly speak of the circumstances that called it forth. 
Every reader of Indian history is acquainted with the state of 
affairs, which had arisen in India, at the time of the departure 

H H 
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of Lord Wellesley. See how the young writer contrasts the 
policy of Sir George Barlow with that of the glorious little 
man,” who had just departed : — 

The Governor- (jeneral, in some of bis despatches, distinctly says that 
he contemplates in the discord of the native powers an additional source 
of strength ; and, if I am not mistaken, some of liis plans go directly, and 
are de zgned to foment discord among those states. To foment discord 
seems to me barbarous, unwarrantable and monstrous ; and even to contem- 
plate in it any source of strength, is unworthy of our pre-eminent station. 
Such a policy at best can only 1)0 suited to petty states. Applied to our 
empire in India it is extremely filthy.* Lord Wellesley’s desire was to 
unite the tranquillity of all the powers of India with our own. How fair, 
how beautiful, how virtuous, does this system seem ; how tenfold fair, beau- 
tiful, and virtuous, when compared with the other ugly, nasty, abominable 
one. 

Hut I can contern})Iate no source of strength in the discord of contiguous 
powers. It appears to me that in our advanced state of power no great 
contentions can arise which will not soon reach and entangle us. It is 
impossible com])lotely to insulate ourstdves, and we must be subject to the 
same chances which work ujxm states situated us we are. It is matter of 
astonisliment that any person can think that it is in our power to draw in 
our arms and separate ourselves entirely from the alTairs of India. Hint 
we can exist, great as we are, without dependent, friend or foe. That wars 
an* to kindle and rage on every part of our extensive frontier, and that we 
shall not be moved by them. This is a now, and, 1 think, mistaken notion. 
It is our interest, I am sure (leaving out the question of morality and vir- 
tue, things not always admitted into politics), to promote the general peace. 
It is the only sure way of preserving tranquillity to ourselves. The acts 
of the last six months not only deprive us of the power of preserving 
peace in India, but must operate to cause and encourage dissension. I am 
very sorry fpr it. 

Our present motion is retrograde : I shall be happy when our governors 
will halt. This study to decrease our influence is fanny, I cannot under- 
stand it For my part, 1 wish to have our influence increased. It is gene- 
rally sought for, and I am certain in its operation it givjes the most real 
and essential benefit to all elfiefs and states, and to the subjects of all chiefs 
and states over which it is exercised. There is a loud cry that we are in 
danger from extended dominion. For my part I can contemplate uni- 
versal dominion in India without much fear. 

T do not like the determined spirit of penury which is evident in this 
administration. Economy in a Government is one of the greatest political 
virtues, but let the Directors think what they will, there may be too much 
of it if it i^ too parsimonious. It ceases then to be a virtue, and becomes 
one of the most absurd political follies, and one of the worst political vices. 
There is, I think, too much of it when it appears to be the ruling and sole 
principle of Government, when it is displayed in every public advertise- 
ment and introduced into every secret despatch ; when deductions of pence 
and farthings are considered more important than the fate of Empires ; 
in a word, when the Government entirely discards liberality. 

We cannot undertake in this place to discuss the justice of 

♦ Lord Wellesley has censured this by anticipation. Vide his elegant reply to the 
Calcutta Address ‘in 1804. 
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the young writer’s comments. There was less ditferenee be- 
tween the opinions of Lord Wellesley and Sir George jBar- 
low, ai that time^ than Charles Metcalfe supposed. But every 
one will appreciate the earnestness and impulsiveness — to say 
notliing of the egotism of the ch‘ver boy (all clever boys are 
egotistical) apparent in these passages. I’he following, how- 
ever, is still better. It is thoughtful and trutliful ; and not to* 
be gainsaid : — 

111 a service like this, which is pur iiied for an independence, to whicli 
the wealthy never have recourse, and in which services cannot I)e rewarded 
with honors, merit must be rewarded by situations uniting credit with 
emolument. It is in the nature of the human eharacier to look to a re « 
ward. Without this hope there would be much less of zeal au<l public 
spirit dian there now is. Self-love plays its part in our most di-jintcrested 
ajts. Every Government of the world has instituted rewards as well as 
punishments for the encouragv^ment of public virtue among its citizens : 
and when a Government loses sight of this principle, it will soon lose the 
power of rewarding any public virtue, for all virtue will be extinguished. 
When a man’s conscience tells him that he has worked har«l and merited 
well, he expects reward. 

I look on the consideration of public service or public ornament to be 
real and very justice ; and I ever ’udd a scanty and penurious justice to 
])artako of tlie nature of a wrong. 1 hold it to be in its consequences the 
woi'ht economy in the world. In saving money I soon can count np all the 
good I do : but when, by a c(»]d {umury, I blast the abilities of a nation, 
Iho ill I may do is beyond all calculation. 

Indeed, no man knows, when ho cats o/f tl<e incitements to a virtuous 
ambitlmi, and tlui just rewui*ds of public service, what infinite mischief he 
may do hi* country through all generations. Such saving to the 2)tiblic may 
prove tlie worst mode of robbing it. 

Tliis was written half a century ago — hat tbe triitli it con- 
tains i:-’ as worthy of grave consideration now, as it was during 
the interregnuin of Sir George Barlow. 

After this the young writer goes on to say — and the passage- 
is worthy of consideration, for the glimpses it affords of one 
of tlie most noticeable traits of Charles Metcalfe’s character, 
as well as for its abstract truth : — 

Distinct from the faults of parsimony, but operating with the same effect, 
is the cubbiess and want of feeling of the Government. It does nothing 
wllh warmth and heart. This may appear to be a foolish objection, but 
will not prove to be so. Something more than cold approbation is re<{uired 
to foster great minds — the approbation should be hearty. Men who per- 
form great actions want to be admired, and are not content with being 
ap])i oved. Men may serve under such a Government correctly, but the 
good of the state reipiircs that they should serve zealously. Mew will not 
serve zealously unless tlieir Government is zealous to do them honor.- 
I venture to pronounce that this Administration will ba coldly served. 
Lord WellL\slt*y, from the fire of patriotism which blazed in his own 
In’ciist, emitted sparks which animated the breasts of all who came 
within the reach of his notice. 
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There are truly great patriots, who, under any circumstances, will zeal- 
ously labor for theTOterests of their country ; but some uncommon great- 
ness is required to keep them in their righteous course under such obsta- 
<des as have been alluded to. Such, then, there are : but general argu- 
ments are applied to the generality, and these do certainly require the 
stimidants of hope and ambition. ^ 

Jt is impossible to follow the career of Charles Metcalfe, 
without seeing the extent to which these “ stimulants of hope 
and afhbition” made him what he was. He said, in this 
paper, that Sir George Barlow was “ too cold in his own 
character to give any warmth to others.’" The young men of 
that time, writing to one another, were wont always to call 
Barlow by the name of GeliBus, We have some doubts, 
however, of the justice of the epithet. If be was cold, it 
was as Metcalfe, at times, was cold — as Wellington was 
always cold — in a stern, inflexible determination to do what 
he conceived to be his duty to the State, without regard to any 
personal considerations. He may sometimes have been wrong ; 
but ho always believed himself to be right. He treated men 
too much as machines ; or rather, perhaps, we should say, he 
viewed them too much in the concrete without reference to 
the weaknesses or appetencies of individual men. But there 
w’as something noble too, in the manner in which he deified 
the public service ; for ho never spared himself His would 
have been a more prosperous career, if it had been a more 
conciliatory one. 

This paper, on the policy of Sir George Barlow, is followed 
by two despatches, which are given merely as specimens of 
those which Metcalfe wrote to the chief secretary during his 
mission to Lahore. AVe are then launched into the j>olitics of 
Delhi, and we see Metcalfe as an Administrator. A long 
and elaborate report on tiu' lievenue Administration of the 
extensive territories under his superintendence, written in 
1815, is, perhaj)8, one of the very best official ])apers to 
which he ever subscribed bis name. It is here given only 
in part. It is distinguished by its earnest advocacy of 
the rights of the village zemindars, and a warm desire to 
improve, by every possible means, the condition of the culti- 
vators. It was the commencement, indeed, of that great 
scheme for the revenue settlement of the North AVestern 
Provinces, perfected by Janies Thomason. The system was 
one of long settlements with villages. The earnest philan- 
thropy of the writer scintillates in almost every sentence of 
the passage wherein he speaks of what he anticipates will be the 

Results of the profoski) system. — The system herein proposed, of 
giving to the cultivators greater security of pro]>orty in their lands, and 
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encouragement to labor for their own exclusive benefit, would doubtless in 
the course of time produce a great change in the c||iiracter of the agri- 
cultural class of our subjects. 

It does not seem to be difficult to foresee some of the effects which must 
take j^l ace at no distant period from allowing the cultivator to reap the 
exclftive benefit of his own labor during a long settlement or lease. 

It may be anticipated that they would show themselves both in the 
increase of cultivation, and in the superior rpiafty of the produce. The 
person who before cultivated one field, which sufficed to support his family 
and enabled him to pay the revenue of Governmr Dt, would culti’#te more, 
according to the extent of his land and hU means. He whose land was 
already jfilled with cultivation, would set about increasing the produce, 
both by sowing more valuable crops, and by improving the soil. Then 
would follow the study and the practice of the nest .nodes of improving 
tlie value of land. The person wlwhiid oidy one plough would contrive 
to pjN.vUire several. lie who before had only cultivaied a little bajra or 
jowar, or other coarse grain, in the rainy season, trusting to tLe rain of 
heaven for his annual harvest, would make a well and secure a good crop 
of wheat, sugar-cane, or tobacco, or other produce yielding a rich return. 

At the expiration of the period of the settlement or lease the village 
would be able to afford an increase of revenue, and the cultivato)*s would 
set otit again on a new settlement with fresh vigor and enterprise. 

The increase of wealth, joined to the security of property, would in 
some instances lead to amassing, while in others the acquisition of money 
would lead to a profuse expenditure. The wealth amassed by one tvould 
probably be dissipated by his descendants. The value of land, however, 
and landed property, would increase. Numerous transfers would take 
place ; prudence would be rewarded by increase of property ; extrava- 
gance would suffer, but would, at the same Lime, encourage the industry 
of others. 

The love of comfort would increase with the acquisition of wealth ; a 
greater demand would prevail for the manufac( tires and the productions 
of the arts; the revenue of the Government, and the wealth of its sub- 
jects, wouhl alike be promoted by this prot'css. 

From the security of property and consequent inde[)endence, would 
arise much variety in character and situation. Each village would become 
a county town, and would have its substantial landed proj-irietors, cultivat- 
ing labourers, its farmers and tenants, its rneclianics, its tradesmen, all 
following their respective professions, according to the division of labor, 
which self-interest, and the increasing demand for all articles of bomfoit 
and luxury, would suggest. * * 

Another elFect to be expected from this system of siTtlement is a consi- 
derable increase of the number of our suVijccts by emigration from foreign 
countries. Our Zumcendars, for their own interests, would entice num- 
bers to come and settle in their villages. TJie new comers would be the 
tenants of the village Zumeendar, and would enrich the latter and sup- 
port themselves at the same time, and eventually might acquire property 
in the village, of which their descendants would become established mba- 
biiants and resident landholders. 

It is proper to consider what would l>c the effect of such a system 
on the attachment of our subjects. It is evident that we do not at 
present possess their hearty a flections. There is no reason why we 
should. There is necessarily a wide; separation between them and 
us, arising out of our lieing fiireigners and corupierors, and the ditfcrencc 
in color, country, religion, language, dress, manmws, habits, tastes, .and ideas. 
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This is a natural obstacle which we have to get over bclbre we can win* 
airections. the only mode of getting over it is by conferring on 

them benefits which tliey must feel and acknowledge every day and every 
hour. 

Hitherto our Government has not conferred any such benefit on the 
mass of our subjects — that is to say, the cultivating inhabitants J^our 
villages. The permanent settlement has kept them down in Bengal, and 
ensured their permanent depression. No system has( yet been adopted in 
the UpperProvinces calculated sufficiently to secure for them any perma- 
nent ad-^^itages. 

We should deceive ourselves if we were to suppose that the system of 
justice which we have introduced is acknowledged to be such a lilcssing 
as we conceive It to be. That it performs considerable good there can be 
no doubt ; but, like most human institutions, it has attendant evils. These 
are felt more than its benefits, and Utir courts of justice are generally 
spoken of wiih disgust, with rifficule, or with fear, but seldom if ever 
with cordial approbation and respect. 

It is lemurkaljlc that the natives discriminate between the character of 
British functionaries and that of our courts of justice. While they aliuse 
the latter as scenes of injustice and corruption, where nothing is to be 
obtained but l)y bribery, and where plaintiff and defendant are alike plun- 
dered by native officers and native attorneys, they seem to acquit the 
British judge of any share in tlic nefarious practices, which they attribute 
to his court, and constantly ap[)oal to tlio individual justice of the judge, 
against the decree which they suppose to have been put into his mouth by 
the (*orriq)t officers of his court. 

Any discussion regarding the courts of justice would be foreign to the 
subject of this lieport. The preceding observations have been intro- 
duced merely to elucidate the remark which was previously made, stating 
that our rule liad not yet conferred any such benefit on our subjects as, 
being acknowledged by them from conviction, can form a ground of strong 
attachment, sufficient to overcome the obstacles imposed by, original dit- 
ferences. 

But if the efTccts which have been anticipated be the result of the sys- 
tem of village settlements proposeii, wo sh'all then ccrlaiidy have a <daim 
on the affection of that numerous class of our subjects, the village land- 
holders. 

They will compare their own situation with that of the cultivators 
living under other Governments ; they will ackiroAvIedge that we have 
conferr^ on them unrivalled ailvaiitages ; they will feel that their inter- 
ests are identified with ours. And if once this feeling be established, the 
conse(|iient advantages would be immense. Instead of retjuiring, as at 
])reaent, troops to control our villagers, we might depend on the latter for 
the defence of the country against foreign enemies, and the support of the 
Government in any case of internal disturbance. 

It is, perhaps, impossible to foresee all the remote effects of such a sys- 
tem; and there may be those who would argue that it is injudicious to 
establish a system which, by exciting a free and independent character, 
may possibly lead, at a future period, to dangerous consequences. ^ 

There does not appear to be sufficient reason to a})j)rehend any evil eoii- 
scfjuences, even at a remote period, from the introduction of this system. 
It rather seems that the establishment of such advantages, for the bulk of 
cur subjects, ought to attach them to the Government which confers tlie 
benefit. 

But even suppo.sing the remote possibility of the evil conse(iueuccs which 
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may be apprehended, that would not be a sufficient reason for withholding 

any advantages from our subjects. H 

Similar objections have been urged against our attempting to promote 
the education of our native subjects ; but how unworthy it wouhi be of 
a l ibei’a l Government to give weight to such objections. 

l||^world is governed by an irresistible Power, which giveth and takcth 
away dominion ; and vain would the impotent prudence of men 
against the operatior% of its almighty inlluence. All that rulers can do 
is to merit dominion, by promoting I lie hapjnnf^ss of tliose under tlieui. 

If v/e perform our duty in this resi>eet, the gratitude of Indi%^ and the 
admiration of the world will accompany our name tlj rough all agis, what- 
ever may be the revolutions of futurity ; but if we witlihold blessings from 
our subjects from a selfish apprehension of possi!>le dangle at a remote 
period, we shall not deserve to keep our dominion ; we shalP merit that 
reverse which time hns possibly im^tore for us ; and shall fall with the 
mingled hatred and contempt, the hisses and execrations, of inankind. 

The elevated tone of these passao*es is consplcuoiis. The 
whole report is, indeed, in advance of the age. To read these 
papers aright, they must be regarded, one and all, in an histori- 
cal sense. The dates which the Ediior has ])refixed to thorn 
must never be overlooked. That which in 1855 may !ip[)ear 
to be mere common place, or surphisage, was, j)erliaj)^, a 
notable illustration of liherajity in 1815. T^’orfy years — the 
length of two (.diarters — havewronglU mightily upon the opi- 
nions of the English in India. AInch has come of pro.-’^iiro 
from wdlliin ; something too of }>rossnre from witliout. But 
be tlie agents of the great change what they may, it is extieme^t 
folly to deny that these years have been years of “ Progress.’' 
With what feelings w^ould the Sotons :ind .Dovvdeswells have 
contemplated the idea of a Legislative Cbjuneil silting in Cal- 
cutta, or Bombay, to deliberate wdtii 0[)eu doors. 

Tlie papers which stand next in order, are those which illus- 
trate the history of Metcalfe’s mission to Ilimjeet Singh. 
We pass them over, as tliey are given chieliy, it would seem, 
to keep up the biographical character of the collection, and 
liave not therefore much integrity of interest. After these 
come the Delhi papers. Metcalfe’s reputation was made, as a 
diplomatist. At Delhi he proved himself to be also a great 
Administrator. Some of his despatches on the Revenue Ad- 
ministration of the Delhi territory — then the name which re- 
presented a krge portion of the country now under the 
Lieutenant-Governor of the North West Provinces, are among 
the best which he ever wTote. They are distinguished, as much 
by a thorough knowledge of the details of the subject, as by 
large and comprehensive general views. His system, in some 
respects, coincided with, and in others differed from, that 
wliich in later days has been promoted by those distinguished 
revenue- officers who are identified with what is called the 
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Thomason School.” He was a staunch and consistent advo- 
cate for tiie recognition of the rights of the village conminni- 
ties, but not for those minute surveys, and inquivsitions, which 
in his opinion lind a tendency to disturb rather than lo settle, 
and which often defeated, rather than promoted, the|ppids 
of justice. He frequently, too, lifted up his voice in favor of 
light assessments. He was eager to encourage cultivation by 
allowing men to enjoy, as far as was consistent with the just 
claim o4' the state, the fruits of their labor. In the present 
collection tlmre is a letter to Mr. William Fraser, wdiich exem^ 
plifies in^ ^very remarkable manner, Metcalfe’s feelings and 
opinions on this head. We give a pregnant passage from it : — 

I would depend for a future increase of revenue on the effects, which 
1 l:)elieve to be natural, of allowing men to reap the benefit of their own 
industry. I would let them cultivate as much or as little as they found 
it for their own interest to cultivate ; and the sort of grain or other pro- 
duce should be at their own option. The benefit which they would derive 
from cultivating their own laud, I should expect, would render any re- 
straint on that point unnecessary. 

No people labor so indolently as those who work in chains and by com- 
pulaion. Hearty exei-tion is always self-willed, aud witli a veiw to self- 
interest. 

The justice, the benevolence, the wisdom, the expediency, the necessity 
of a s)'siem of conciliation towards the Zumeendars, would appear to 
me to be indisputable, were it not that vou apparently i)ursue one of 
compulsion. 

If you tliiiik that force alone is calculated for the management of these 
people, 1 shall respect both your opinion and your experience, but it will 
re(pi ire strong proofs to convince me. 

The diilerence in revenue between a light stdllemeiit and a rigid one 
may not be very great, ; but the difference in consequences is incalculable. 
A few thousand rupees too much exacted may ruin a district, and drive 
the inhabitants lo emigration. 

You aY)pear to be convinced that your assessments have been fair and 
moderate. That they have betni fair I have no doubt ; but, judging from 
the consequences, T should supjjose that they had borne hard on the people. 
Has it not been a common practice lo sell cattle, jewels, and other pro- 
perty, for tlie realisation of revenue ? Has not very general distress l)een 
occasioned in consequence ? Does not the difficulty of realising the re- 
venue increase every day ? Is not discontent prevalent ? Have not the 
inhabitants in some instances quitted their lands, and in others 
reduced their cultivation ? Are not the number of ploughs dimi- 
nished ? 

##*### 

You are disposed, I believe, to attribute the prevailing discontent to 
the refractory disposition of the people, and you anticipate bad conse- 
(juences from any attempt to conciliate them. I am not myself disposed 
to yield anything to unfounded discontent, but 1 think that a mixture of 
conciliation and firmness is the system best suited even for refractory 
people ; and I dread no less than the ruin and depopulation of our 
territory from a continual contest between the Government and the 
cultivators. 
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Although thus emphatic in his declarations in faToir of light 
sfcssessment, there was a point at which he was disposed to draw 
the line more rigorously than the Home Government. Eagef 
as he was to allow the cultivator to enjoy the fruits of bis labor, 
he •as not one of those who thought that land yielding valuable 
produce, as sugar, tobacco, &c;, should not# boi assessed higher 
than less remunerative property. On mojre than one occasidlij 
Avhen in Council, he protested agiiiirst what he believed to 
be a sacrifice of revenue, not demanded by any consideralions 
of justice. ^ ^ ' % 

'I’lie wisdom of Metcalfe’s judicial Administration of Delhi has 
been questioned. Some of 4^r elder readers may recollect tlio 
officbl controipeflBies which arose, about the year 1823 , between 
Metcalfe and the Board of Commissioners, appointed to inves- 
tigate and administer the civil affairs of the Delhi territory — 
or rather w ith Mr. Walter Ewer,.)wbo was appointed an ac|ing 
Member of that Board. Even by those, however, who have 
a general recollection of the matter, Ibature of the com- 
plaint made against Metcalfe’s Administration is, we believe*, 
but imperfectly remeriibered beyond the circle of the actual 
disputants. We have heard it said that Metcalfe’s system of 
criminal ♦judicfiture involved other erroneous practices, the du- 
plication and re-duplication of punishment, in geometrical pro- 
gression, for every new offence committed by the same criminal. 
But what has been said to have been a rule of general applica- 
tion wajjijin reality ,«;^ppli€d' to only one particular description 
of offence. It wa^^no rule, indeed, but an exception. It 
applied exclusively ici pruon-hreakiag. It is a fact that, under 
this system, one notorious and incorrigible offender was, after 
three attempts to escajie from prison, under sentence for fifty- 
six years. Let us hear what Metcalfe himself says upon thish 
subject : — 

At one period the attempts made to break prison were frequent anff 
alarming. The desperate character of the prisoners within the gaol, and’ 
the daring courage and activity of their friends without, caused consider- 
able apprehension for the security of the prison. It was obvious that to 
apprehend and convict criminals could btfwf no permanent use, unless they 
could be retained in confinement. The guards were alarmed, and not 
without cause, for attempts were made to destroy them, and in some in- 
stances successfully. Alon^ with other measures adopted for the security 
of the gaol, an order was issued that every prisoner escaping, or con- 
victed of an attempt to escape, should have his period of confinement 
doubled, and that every prisoner giving evidence leading to a conviction 
of a conspiracy should have his case favorably considered. The latter 
part of this arrangement required caution, to pretett being imposed upon 
by false charges. ^ But where the charge was proved, the informer was 
released, or had his term of captivity shortened, and the culprit underwent 

I I 
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the /j^ecution of the fonnSr part of the order. When t£e term of 
the prisoner’s sentence was candderable, the doubling of it makes a 
greater show than in ordinaiw cases, and has been much commented upon 
by one of the members of the Delhi Board. Yet, the order being in 
existence, it could not with any fmmess be relaxed in favor of the greater 
criminals ? neither could it be sacrificed because some were so hardeitfed as 
to repeat the offence again and again. Hence, in some instances, the 
ultimate sentence of Confinement extends to a length which must appear 
surprising where the causes arc unknown. It is however to be observet^* 
that the power of eventually relaxing the severity of the sentence, when 
the necessity of upholding the rigid enforcement of the order might have 
ceased, remained with the authority whicli%nposed it, or with the succes- 
s(||: of that authority* 

It appiears to us, however, that reality the objection to tlio 
system is that the punishment rather diminishesT than increases 
with the magnitude (?*. tf., the repetition) of the offence. If a 
be under sentence for three or four years, and the term 
b#J|xtended to six or eight, Ihe punishment is a severe one; 
but it may be questioned whether, if a man be under sentence 
for twenty-eight ylars, it will greatly afflict him to have another 
term of twenty-eight years added on to his sentence. And if Ids 
sentence extend to fifty-six years, it is no punishment at all to 
have that doubled. The objection to such a plan is, tiiat it Neces- 
sarily becomes inoperative — that it wears itself ouf^t H c0rimn 
point. But, as the President or Commissioner, ji||^ the power' 
of departing from or relaxing the practice w^eiieiKr^he chose, 
we do not see that any evil was likely" fa resultffrom it on 
the score either of too great severity, jifr^ oiidae lejjijeiiicy of 
punishment. ^ 

There is no axiom ^ore freq^uenlfy Quoted than the one 
which informs us that “ desperate eVitt ^mand desperate re- 
medies.” Metcalfe found a state things existing in the 
newly-acquired Delhi territory, to which it would have been 
folly to api)ly the procedure of the settled provinces. What 
that state of things was may ba gaffiered from the following 
vigorously written passage in one of his vindicatory lottei^r to 
the Chief Secretary ; — 

When the force at Delhi was not sufficient to keep in awe the neigh- 
bouring villages ; when the llesident’s authority was openly defied within 
a few miles of that city ; when it was necessaiw to draw a force from 
another district, and employ a battalion of infA|ttry with guns, and a 
squadron of cavalry, to establish the authority ^vemment in the im- 
mediate vicinity ; when the detachment was kepi on, the alert by bodies of 
armed villagers menacing the pickets, and when ■ who strayed were 

cut to pieces ; when it was necessary to disarm and when swords 

were literally turned into ploughshares; when every village was a den 
of thieves, and the city of Dmhi was parcelled into shares to the 
neighbouring vfl%e8, of which each co-parfemrShip monopolised the 
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|>lancler of its allotted portion ; when a company <!^f infaptjry was neiilftfiflry 
to attend the officer maalnig the revenue settlement, and even that force was 
threatened with destruction, and taunted vith the menace of bayingfi^ 
muskets taken as playthings for the villagers’ children ; when to r^^lw a 
single Rupee of the settlement then cOnduded« purposely on the U^test 
terms, it was necessary to employ a battalion of infantry with gunsf.^hen 
to subdue a single unfortified village a forpe of battalions, with cl^nlry 
and artillery, was decreed necessary, and^wken the vill^ers, inst^.of 
awaiting the assault, sallied forth against tht^orce, for an instant stagger- 
ed the advancing columns by the briskness o# their attack— if that gentle- 
man had been at Delhi in thos^^ys, he would probably have been more 
Indulgent towards a system wflii has brought the Delhi ferritory into 
the state in which it was at the end of 1818 . At a later period I cannot of 
course ^peak. We had to combat gainst crime. The bulk of the popula-, 
lion were robbers. We had to stibdue a refractory spirit before unused to 
submit 10 Government. We had to conciliate, and at the same time con- 
trol, a considerable class of people more accustomed to command than to 
obey, and ready to wince under the slightest restraint. 

If I am entitled to any credit for public services, it must rest chiefly on. 
the successful management of the Ddhf territory during the seven'* or 
eight years of my Residency, the most important, the most efficient period 
of my life. I do not, I acknowlei^e, like to sea that little credit snatched 
from me by a gentleman who, without experience^ of the past, hazards a 
sweeping condemnation on the ^stem of my administration. 

If the Commissioners at Delhi are now able to smile benignantly on 
what they call innocent forgeries, and to give way to sentiments of com- 
miseration tOTT^ds convict*— if they cenaider themselves at liberty to let 
loose criminals on society without dreading bad consequences — it is perhaps 
owing to the vel*y system which one of them so strongly condemns and de- 
rides that they can venture to do so. 

We will not disturb' the effect of tliis by Adding any com- 
ments of our own. '^*V 

We pass over the^'il^erabad other papers, eager to 
come upon that section of * the woH, which includes Sir 
Charles Metcalfe’s Couiifelf Minutes. They are introduced by 
a paper on the general system of Indian Government, which 
does not seem to have been officially recorded. It contains a 
summary of the writer’s sentiments on many important ques- 
tions, to some of which ^e shall advert. He commences, 
more suo, with some remarks on the instability of our Indian 
Empire. This is one of the few subjects on which we entire- 
ly dissent from the recorded opinions of this eminent Statesman, 

Our hold,’^ he says, is so precarious, |hat a very little niiA- 
‘ management might accomplish our expulsion ; and the course 
‘ of events may, of itself, be sufficient, without any mismanage- 
‘ ment We are to all appearance more powerful in India 
‘ now than we ever were. Nevertheless, our downfall may 

* be short work. When it commences it will probably be r^- 
‘ pid, and the world will wonder more at the suddenness Witt 

* which our immense Indian Empire majr vanish, than it has 



THE OPHilOES Of LORD METOALfB. 


* done at the surprising conquest we have achieved. Empires 

* grow old, decay, and perish. Ours in India can hardly be 
‘ called old, but seems destined to be short-lived. We appear 
‘ to have passed the brilliancy and vigor of our youth, and it 
‘ may be we have reached a premature old age’ '—and this 
opinion, which we find, again and again, in Sir Charles Metcalfe’s 
writings, under every variety of expression, is explained and 
supported in the following passage : — 

The cause of this precariousness is, t h j t our power does not rest on 
actual strength, but on impression. Oi^whole real strength consists in 
the few European regiments, speaking comparatively, that are scattered 
singly over the vast space of subjugated India. That is the only portion 
of our soldiery whose hearts are with us, and whose constancy can be 
relied on in the hour of trial. All our native establishments, military or 
civil, are ihe followers of fortune ; they serve us for their livelihood, and 
and generally serve us well. From a sense of what is due to the hand that 
feeds them, which is one of the virtues that they most extol, they may often 
display fidelity under trying circumstances ; but in their inward feelings 
they partake more or less of the universal disaffection which prevaSs 
against us, not from bad government, but from natural and irresistible an- 
tipathy ; and were the wind to change — to use a native expression—and to 
set in steadily against us, we could not expect that their sense of honor, 
rithough there might be splendid instances of devotion, would keep the 
mass on our side in opposition to the common feeling which, with one 
view, might for a time unite all India from one end to the other. 

“ Our greatest danger,” he says again in the following page, 
** is not from a Russian invasion ; but from the fading of the 
‘ impression of our invincibility from the minds of the native 

* inhabitants of India.” This was written during a i^ason of 
peace, about the year 1830. Our last/ great exploit had then 
been the capture of B^tpore, which certainly had not assist- 
ed the fading away of tnis impression. Sinde that time we 
have beaten the Afghans ; we have beaten the Scindians ; we 
have beaten the Sikhs ; we have beaten the Burmese, and 
more than all, we have beaten time and space. Sir Charles 
Metcalfe was wise in his generation, but another has grown up, 
lustier, more vigorous, with a keener eye, a stronger hand, a 
subtler intellect ; a generation that laughs at difficulties, knows 
not impossibilities; that is bold and hopeful, and therefore 
triumphant. The generation in which Sir Charles Metcalfe 
lived and governed was an incredulous, a sceptical one. The 
present generation is full of faith in its own power. It has 
rejected the taunting counsels of the Nestors of the past, who 
shook their heads and twaddled out the old formula. “ It 
will not do in India.” We thank God that there have been 
men amongst us, who felt tha^ it would do, and determined 
that it should do, and set right bravely to work. To have 



THS OrtNIOMS OF LOBO HSTCALtE. 249 

checked such tendencies as these vonld have been rank dis- 
loyalty to the sovereignty of Nature — 

--As thou{>b a mother should strive 
To stay th© lusty manhood of the child 
Unce weak upon her kne^ 

Happily, we have had a man among m eager to strip off 
swaddling clothes, and set this child of improvement fairly on 
its legs. It is the good fortune of Lord Ddhousie to hare 
had such agents as Steph^on and 0*&haughnessy. It is the 
good fortune of Stephenson and O’Sbaugnessy to have work- 
ed under such a Governor-General as Lord Lalhousie. It i« 
the good fortune of India that three such men were on the 
banks of the Ganges at the same time and in the same spirit. 

That of such results as these, Metcalfe never dreamt — that 
indeed, he never expected much good of any kind to come of 
improved roads, steam-ships, and telegraphs- — is not to be 
denied. But he “ flourished ” a quarter of a century ago ; 
and the world has never seen such a quarter of a century. 
The question is hot whether he was behind the present age — 
but whether he was behind his own age. And truthful history 
records that be was, in the main, considerably in advance of 
it. He used to say and to write that there were only two 
things needed to maintain us in India, “ Army and Coloniza- 
tion/* By ‘‘Army,** he meant a powerful European army, 
strong enough at any time to dragoon down insurrection. And 
by “ Colonization” he meant the free admission of Europeans to 
all parts of India, the encouragement of European energy and 
enterprise, of tlie employment of Einropean capital for the 
benefit of the country. Colonization, in the generally-understood 
sense of the word, may be impossible in India. We are never 
likely to see in India generation after generation of European 
settlers — never looking to the west as the home of their de- 
clining years — making money and keeping it in India, and 
handing it down to their children to be increased or spent, and 
handed down again to another generation, for further increase 
or expenditure. To this we believe nature presents an insur- 
mountable obstacle. But the employment of British enter- 
prise and British capital is another matter — and, in the larger 
sense of the term, it is Colonization. Kailroads are coloniza- 
tion — Electric Telegraphs are colonization — Irrigation Com- 
panies are colonization — in the sense in which Lord Metcalfe 
declared it to be the great want of our Indian Empire. He 
knew that India would not prosper under an exclusive system ; 
— tliat true wisdom suggested the expediency, not of setting 
out European enterprise and European capital, but of inviting 



THE onmom of lord metcalfe. 


them freely to enter and employ themselves amongst us* 
All this is very obvious to us in these days. It may now be 
called a settled question. But forty years ago, it was not a 
settled question. It W'as, indeed, a very vexed one, and there 
were few men in the service of the Company, who did not 
speak and write in favor of a system of exclusion — who did 
not contend that the free admission of European settlers would 
be a mighty evil, injurious tothe stability of our rule and to 
the happiness of the people. But even then Metcalfe dared 
the frowns of Leadenhali-street, by entering in his Delhi des- 
patches passages declaratory of his belief that what the coun- 
try most w^anted was European enterprise and European 
capital — an active, independent European community, not har- 
nessed in the go-cart of official routine, or at the beck-and-call of 
master or a dozen. And at the same time he declared him- 
in favor of the cultivation and improvement of the native 
ffi^d ; and boldly said that if the increased enlightenment of 
Pine people were to have a tendency to weaken our hold of 
India, it w as still our duty to enlighten them — that dangers of 
this kind must be dared at all hazard — that we were to do our 
duty regardless of the result. He wrote thus very earnestly 
and emphatically in 1815. But the wisdom and philanthro- 
py of 1815 at best are not the wisdom and philanthropy of 
1855; and to judge the former rightly, we must see it in its 
proper chronological setting* 

It was at Delhi, in 1815, that Metcalfe first protested against 
the exclusiveness which was then so much in vogue. Fifteen 
years afterwards we find him still dwelling upon the same sub- 
ject, In the paper to which we are now calling the attention 
of the reader, he says : — 

The Local Government has always been disposed to improve the condition 
t>f the people. Barring restriction on the settlement of Europeans, which 
was most unwise, but has progressively been much relaxed, no obvious 
improvement for the benefit of the people, consistent with the receipt of 
the revenue, necessary for the maintenance of power, has been, or 
would be, neglected under the Company’s Government. There has been no 
want of benevolence, either in the Government or its executive officers ; 
but the means of improvement are not obvious. 

The most obvious, but that hitherto much disputed, is the admission of 
Europeans to settle and hold property in India. Their settlement has 
never been entirely prohibited, and latterly has been facilitated and 
«encouraged^ but the removal of remaining restrictions on their 
lawfully acquiring and holding property is necessary ; and for their satis- 
faction, the cessation of the power possessed by the Government of send- 
ing them out of the country is indispensable. The existence of this power 
is dwelt upon by them as the greatest hardship to which they are subject. 
They profess to regard it as destroying the value of all property, even if 
4hey were allowed to hold it, and rendering their aituation so precarious as 
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to preclude the probability that any one possessing capital would i^olun^ 
tarUy expose himself to the danger of losing it by becoming' subject to the 
exercise of this arbitrary power. These obstacles removed, and the settle*^, 
ment of Europeans allowed to take itil natural course, progressive improve^* 
meat is the result that may be anticipated There must be added tho 
abolition of those unjust distinctions which ee&clude the products of India 
from the markets of Oreat Britain and Ireland, tie consequences of which 
abolition are at present incalculable, and may bo immense. It is imposs^le 
to foresee to what extent the resources of this productive country may be 
drawn forth by European enterprise, skill fepd capital. These are our 
best prospects of improvement. 

He had a notion that it was our duty to render India some- 
thing more than a market for English goods ; and, perhapa, 
took a clfarer view of the wants of the country than the ma- 
nufacturers of Manchester and Liverpool, and the Constituents 
of Sir John Pakingtoii. 

Metcalfe was emphatically one of the governing caste. He 
was not ignorant that the extensive establishment of European 
settlers in India would be attended by many changes —changes 
which might in time involve the destruction of the exclpsive 
service to which he belonged. “It must be doubted,” he 
wrote, “ whether even the Civil Service will be able to retain its 
‘ exclusive privileges after the extensive establishment of Eu- 
‘ ropean settlers. At present the whole administration of the 

* country is conducted or superintended by the Members of 

* this singular service, destined from the dawn of manhood 

* to the performance of the most important duties. They are 
‘ not generally deficient in integrity or application to business, 

* or benevolence to the public. What is most wanted is heart- 
‘ felt zeal for the public interests— scarcely perhaps to be 
‘ found in ally body of men. On the whole, it may be doubt- 
‘ ed whether the duties performed by the Civil Service could 
‘ be better performed under any other arrangement by the 
‘ same members ; but the necessity of employing unfit men in 
‘ highly important ofliioes, is peculiar to this service and de- 
‘ mands correction.” “ If all the young men,” he adds, “ sent 
‘ out for service in India, were originally appointed to the 
‘ army, the Government would be able to select those best 
‘ qualified for the Civil Service, and on Ibe disappointment, of 
‘ its expectations in any instance, could return a person unfit 
‘ for civil business to duties more suitable to him.” 

To this opinion Sir Charles Metcalf© steadfastly adhered. 
We shall not now enter at any length into tlie question here open- 
ed out. It is probable that we shall have an early opportunity 
of discussing it, with reference to the new scheme for the edu- 
cation and examination of the Civil Service concocted by Messrs. 
Macauley, Melvill, Jowett and others. Other eminent men 
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and coiApetent authorities have been also of opinion that no 
better Civil Service could be raised than one recruited fiDm the 
ranks of the army. It is strange that this system was consi- 
dered little, if at all, during the recent discussions which ended 
in the abolition of the old Civil Service. Whenever we acquire 
new tracts of country, whether in our North Western or our 
Soath Eastern Frontier, or more in the heart of India, it seems 
to be an understood thing that the Administration shall be 
handed over to a body of men mainly composed of military 
^ifficers. The efficiency of Military men as Civil Administra- 
tors in newly-acquired provinces, is thus practically acknow- 
ledged. But they might not, it is said, be equally e^Jcient in 
the old regulation provinces. Certainly not — all at once. The 
regulations have to be learnt, like yulgar fractions or the goose- 
step. And under the system proposed by Sir Charles Met- 
calfe, the Military Officer would enter the Civil, or Administra- 
tive Service, young ; and w'ould soon acquire the necessary 
details. Indeed, we hold it to be one of the advantages of the 
system, which is now speedily to come into operation, that 
young Military Officers, if they choose to master the appointed 
course of education, may enter the lists as competitors for 
civil appointments, and if they fail, fall back upon their Mili- 
tary Commission. The new Furlough Regulations will, to somo 
extent, aid such efforts. But we think it is desirable that the 
matter should be brought under the consideration of Govern- 
ment, with a view^ to the preparation of some especial rulqs 
facilitating the competition of which we speak. We need not 
say that pari6!/s, the youth who, between the ages of 

seventeen and twenty-three, "has been acclimatuing himself in 
India — and we use the word in a comprehensive signification, 
expressive of moral as well as physical adaptation— -is 
likely to make a good public servant than one, who, during that 
important period of life, has been unfitting himself for an 
Indian career in the Metropolis or the universities of England. 
We would give young Military men in India, of talent, indus- 
try, and enterprise, every facility for the acquisition of the ne- 
cessary amount of knowledge, and for the demonstration of its 
possession, before the appointed tributial. But as we purpose 
to return to the subject, on another dccasion, we may content 
ourselves at present with this general allusion to it. 

From this, in the paper which we are now examining. Sir 
Charles Metcalfe turns to another subject of equal importance 
— one, too, which in the present conjunction of atfairs, is forcing 
itself upon the consideration of the public. “ This arrange- 
ment, however,*^ he says, “ might possibly not agree with -the 
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future disposal of tbe army, which ought to be tran8fe?i‘ed tp> 
the croWii.” And he 'then goes on to argue ; — 

Its existence as a separate body, cidling tJieCompny master^ andyethav- 
no respect for the Companjr or its authorities, ts incompatible with thit 
spirit of subordination, and discipline, and loyal devotion, without whi<ili 
an army may become dangerous. The Company's army has always* done 
its duty in the field nobly ; and no army in me World, perhaps, has hmhi^* 
tone in that respect. But it exists in a state of continual discontent, Irom 
the comparison which is ever before its ^es of the scantiness of military 
allowances with the large salaries of the CSvil Servicej apd is driven almost 
to frenzy by any attempt to reduce those allowances, already considered 
too small. Therefore, the late orders from home, reducing the ba|(ia of the 
Bengal army at some stations, besides being severe on present incumbents, 
yere most unwise, because they were sure to excite a feeling far out- 
weighing in mischief any good that could possibly be expected from carry- 
ing them into effect. The Indian army, although it be taken under the 
Crown, must, nevertheless, continue in some respects a separate body— that 
is, it must be officered as at present by officers broi^ht up in its own 
bosom. Officers from the European portion of his hlajesty s army ought 
not to be transferred to the direct command of native troops ; but officers 
from the Indian army might be allowed to purchase, or to be removed into 
the European army, and the prospect of this at some period would form a 
bond of connexion between the two services, which would be strengthen- 
ed by putting the officers of both services on the same footing from the 
time of their ceasing to be regimental officers — that is, from their promo- 
tion to be general officers, giving to the Indian officer the privilege in 
common with the European officer of being eligible to serve his country 
in the fields of Europe, At the same time, tne staff in India, and the 
employments now held exclusively by Company’s officers, ought to be 
common to both branches of the King’s army 5 nominations to be made 
not at the Horse Guards, but by the authorities in India, from officers serv- 
ing in India, with the exception of general officers, who might be appoint- 
ed either from home or from the service in India. 

To this passage the editor has appended the following note: — 

“ There is matter in this for very grave consideration at the present time 
(January, 1855.) Indeed, it is one which presses earnestly for a settle- 
ment. In Europe a Company’s officer is an officer only by courtesy. The 
royal commission which he holds in India is in England a dead letter. 
Whatever services he may have rendered to his country on fields of 
Eastern enterprise — whatever may be his approved military skill, his ex- 
perience in the field, his known fertility of resource, his coolness and 
courage in great and imminent conjunctures, his mastery over men — what- 
ever, in short, may be the greatness of his qualitiaa as a soldier and a com- 
mander, he cannot, according to the present routine system, serve his 
country, except in or from India. Ana yet only In India, during the last 
forty years, has aiw military experience been acquired by the British offi- 
cer. I trust that 1 shall not be accused of any mdue partiality for the 
Indian services, when I say that the difficulties whfeh our army in the Cri- 
mea has encountered are precisely those, in kind if not in degree, which 
officers of long Indian experience know best how to overcome. iTo men 
are so expert in turning to account the available resources of a strange coun- 
try 08 the officers of the Company’s services. Kono know better what it 
is to contend with such evils as bad roads, scarcity of carriage, insufficient 
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means of transport — and above all, endeiaic disease. Yet all the experi- 
ence acquired by the Indian officer, during long years of active service in 
strange countries and difficult conjunctures, cannot, under the present 8ys« 
tern, oe rendered available for purposes of European warfare. It must be 
folded up and laid upon the shelf with the Queen’s Commission, and 
endorsed as “ worthless on this side of the Cape.” 

^ This was written before the organization of General Vivian’s 
Anglo-Turkisb force : but that incident of the present war 
scarcely affects the argument. The officers now employed 
with the Turkish troops, are employed, it is true, in a more 
.jpeeogniji^d manner, than those who, twenty years ago, were 
Attached to the Spanish legion ; but, nevertheless, their present 
efforts, like their past on the fields of European warfare, ar% 
of a volunteer, amateur character, and not of a nature to affect 
the principle of their non-employment to the westward of the 
Cape. On this subject much more might be said than we can 
incidentally introduce into such an article as the present one. 
The motion, which Sir Erskine Perry was to have made in 
the House of Commons, on the 17th of April, but which was 
suddenly and unaccountably dropped — to be brought forward, 
we believe, in another shape— bears directly on this question. 
What we shall now say regarding it, must be considered as 
nothing more than a few suggestions. 

It seems diffcult to sever the two questions of the employ- 
ment of Compaq’s offcers, with the armies of the crown, and 
on scenes of European enterprise, and what is called the 
amalgamation of the Queen’s and Company’s army. It is said, 
indeed, that the latter is a necessary consequence of the for- 
mer ; and we hardly think that, if by “ employment” is meant 
the general employment of well^ualified officers of all ranks, 
the proposition can be denied. Eet this be admitted then, and 
let us assume that the real question alS issue is the “ amalgama- 
tion’^ of the two armies. The word, however, which we have 
placed between inverted commas, is one very vaguely used. 
Properly speaking, the amalgamation, of the two armies means, 
that fusion— and integration — of the two great establishments, 
the constitutions of which are so distinct and irreconcil^able, as 
to render their incorporation an impossibility. We need hardly 
indicate to the instructed reader the sources of this irreconcile- 
ability. He will see, when he comes to consider the subject, 
obstacles and impediments to amalgama^jon rising up at every 
turn. The two great armies of the Company and the Crown 
cannot become one great integral establishment. But they 
may become two distinct establishments under one common 
Government. The question which then arises is, whetlier §uch 
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u state of things is politic and expedient-— advantageous eit|i;er 
to public or to private interests — ^whether, in short, any one, and, 
if so, who, is to be the gainer by such a change. 

And this question necessarily suggests another and a still 
greater one. Is it expedient tliat the Government of the East 
India Company should cease to exist f It hardly ^pears 
possible that it should survive the loss of its army.. What is 
any Government without an army— what above all is an Orien- 
tal Government, stripped of the prest^t of military authority. 
So stripped and despoiled — so weakened and humiliated— the 
Government of the East India Company would be a mockery. 
It would be reduced indeed to the situation of a^mere pay- 
office. In tlie eyes of the military classes its functions would 
be nothing more than those of collection and disbursement. 
It would soon sink into uttermost contempt ; and would find 
itself unequal to the work of governing the country. Indeed, 
it may be doubted whether the Company would consent to 
exist, as a governing body, in so reduced and incapable a 
condition. 

As a great national question, then, this matter of the transfer 
of the Company ’s army to the Crown, is nothing less than the 
question of the transfer of the Company’s Government to the 
Crown. It would be better, in our opinion, if the thing is to be 
done at all, that the latter should precede the former. The greater 
includes the less. It would be better, therefore, that the coun- 
try should, in the first place, consider the greater question. 
Every one then would know about what he is talking and for 
what he is voting. There is something insidious and under- 
hand in the proposition simply to transfer the Company’s 
arm^ to the Crown. The instructed know that this is, in effect, 
to transfer the Company’s Government to the Crown: but the 
uninstructed do not. It is right that the full extent of the con- 
templated change should be considered at once, so that no 
man should vote for the lesser change in ignorance of the fact 
that he thereby decrees the greater. 

The continued existence, then, of the Company’s Government 
is, we say, the great national question to be considered. The 
professional question is, whether the Company’s army would be 
more efficient under the Crown, and the position of the Com- 
pany’s officers more advantageous. Sir Charles Metcalfe was 
of opinion, that the Qpmpany’s army would be more loyal if it 
were transferred to the Crown, But the Company’s army is 
mainly composed of sepoys, who are loyal to their mlt Our 
own opinion is, that recognizing the expediency of the adage 
qiiieta non movere^ we are more likely to weaken than to 
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fltrorigthen the loyalty of the sepoys, by transferring them to a 
new master. They would not understand the change. They 
would ask what this new thing is, which has been forced upon 
them from England. They know that faith has been kept 
with them under the Company’s Government. What may 
liappen under any new system they can only conjecture. It 
appears to us that there is danger in such a change, far greater 
than the hope of any advantage to be derived from it, in res- 
pect of the loyalty of the sepoys. 

Again, it is to be conslderea, with reference to this particu- 
lar phase of the question, that the supposed transfer contem- 
plates certain presumed advantages, to be derived from the 
^peility with which officers of approved military genius or 
extensive experience — or men of rare promise and energy — 
may be employed on fields of European warfare. This ne- 
cessarily involves some system of exchange — some mode of 
drafting the officers of the quondam-Company’s army into the 
Queen’s, and those of the latter into the former. Is there not 
danger, too, in this ? The confidence of the native soldiery 
in their regimental officers lies at the very root of their loyalty 
and efficiency. They confide in men whom they have known 
almost from their boyhood. The soldier and the officer grow 
up side by side, and they know one another. It would be well, 
indeed, if the intimacy were even stronger than it now is. 
We have before this had occasion to observe that the disiJip 
pline of the native army has deteriorated as this persenal in- 
timacy has gradually relaxed. It is a quesi^on — and a yeff 
delicate one — to what extent this relaxation 4|an proceed, with- 
out an entire dissolution of the bonds wbieh' keep the native 
soldier true to his foreign officer. But there is no question 
that the process will be hurried by any changes which intro- 
duce un-Indianized officers into the native army. It is obvious, 
that if some officers are taken out of the native army, others 
must be drafted into it. The draft must come from the Eu- 
ropean regiments. In other words. If a system of transfer be 
permitted, the places of officers who understand the native 
soldiery is to be filled by others who do not understand them 
— who have no experience of their ways, perhaps no syncmathy 
with their feelings, and no toleration of their habits. It will 
be generally admitted that such transfers as this would be ex- 
tremely dangerous. But if the Company’s army is to be placed 
immediately under the Crown, in order that its officers may be 
more readily employed on fields of European warfare — ^it is 
obvious that such exchanges must take place, or the presumed 
object of the new system cannot be attained. 
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As regards the native army theu^ it would appear that its 
transfer to the Crown would be more likely to impair than Ip 
enhance its loyalty and efficiency. But What effect would sueh 
a change have upon the Company’s officers ? There are some, 
perhaps, who will answer at once that it would increase their 
pride in their profession^that they would attain an elevation 
of dignity, as the immediate servants of the Queen, We sus* 
pect, however, that this transient feeling of hope and pleasure 
will yield to mature reflexion. To transfer the Company’s army 
to the Crown would not be to elevate bitt to lower its dignity. 
Under such a system there would be two Crown armies— and 
the local or colonial army would, neoeasanljr, be the inferior of 
the two. It would sink into a sort of militia. It would be an 
army of a lower caste. At present, the Company’s army is the 
Indian army ; the Queen’s regiments are auxiliaries. Transfer 
the Company’s array to the Crown, and it would at once become 
a mere auxiliary Torce. The staff appointments now held ex- 
clusively by the one (Company's) army, would be grasped at by 
the other. The higher- privileged army would, of course, have 
the larger amount of interest, and would therefore secure the 
larger amount of patronage, A direct connexion would exist 
between the Horse Guards or War Office and the local Gover- 
nors ; and merit would run a poor chance against aristocratic 
influence and personal favor. From the days of Cumberland 
and Clive to those of Hill and Pollock, there has been an un- 
ceasing effort at the Horse Guards to set aside the claims of 
experienced Indian officers, and to employ, on all great enter- 
prises, new men with the stamp of the King’s armies upon 
them. It is not one of the least of the advantages of the exist- 
ing system, that the Company’s officers receive their appoint- 
ments, in the first instance, from one authority, and that the 
subsequent loaves and fishes of the service are in the gift of 
another. Whatever may have been the case in former days, 
the influence of the Company is seldom or never brought to 
bear, in these, on a local Governor or Commander-in-Chief, for 
the purpose of obtaining the subsequent advancement of any 
connexion or friend of Directors. The patronage is as really, 
as it is nominally, in the hands of the local functionaries ; and, 
on the whole, it is very fairly administeiod. We cannot say 
we think that, under the proposed new eastern, there would be 
the same fairness and impartiality. Indeed, the more we con- 
sider the results of such a change, the more convinced we are 
that it would be ruinous to the kiterests of those who are now 

Company’s officers.'’ 

But might not something be done to improve the emting 
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system— to define more clearly tbe rank of Company's ojSScers 
to the westward of the Cape ? We do not believe that they 
^ve any desire to be transferred to the Crown ; but they do 
SpBsire to have their status, as servants of the Crown, recognized 
In all parts of the world. If we are not mis-informed, this 
|iubject is now under the consideration of the Horse Guards and 
the Board of Control ; and it is not improbable that the 
Queen's Commissions of the Company's officers, will be so mo- 
dified as to confer upon their holders honorary rank in the west, 
as well as in the east. To make a push for much more than this, 
would be, it appears to us, to jeopardise many of the most im- 
portant advantages at present enjoyed by the officers of the 
Company. And it is well that, when they consider wliat may 
be gained by the supposed change, they should not fail also to 
weigh the probable loss.* 

We have wandered further than we intended from the imme- 
diate subject of this article ; and must now return to the 
volume before us. Sir Charles Metcalfe’s Council Minutes 
would have filled several volumes. The Editor has been com- 
pelled to make his selections with a sparing hand ; but he has 
endeavored to represent, as far as was possible, within so limit- 
ed a space, the variety of topics to the consideration of which 
he addressed himself. To us it appears that the best papers in 
tbe collection are those which relate to military affairs. Met- 
calfe used to say that he was ‘‘ brought up in the Bengal 
Army.” His strongest sympathies were with it. Ha '‘(i^Iight- 
ed in military society. Ever since his youthful experienSss iff 
Lord Lake’s camp, the affairs of the array bad *1beenTraught 
with peculiar interest to him. He was, pferhapJa^ over-sensitive 
with respect to the danger of our position iii^ India ; but apart 
from the frequent recurrence of this idea^ all his papers on 
military affairs are distinraished by strong good sense, and a 
large amount of practical knowledge. . If he had been endow- 
ed with more personal activity (and this would probably have 
come with the necessity for its exercise) we are inclined to 
think he would have made a great soldier. 

We have marked for selectidn several passages in this de- 
partment of the volume^ illustrative of Sir Charles Metcalfe’s 
opinions relative to the affairs of the army ; but we are warned 
by the extending space which this paper is occupying, to be 
more chary of our quotations, and we wish ratner to draw 

♦ While these sheets are passing thretagh the Press it has been stated, apparently 
on good authority, that an order of the Queen in Council has been passed, con- 
ferring upon the officers of the Company’s army their legitimate rank in all parts of 
the world.— Ed. 
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attention to the Tolnme itself than to offer a 
There is a passage, however, and a rather long one, of a prae^^ 
tical character, which we must offer particularly to the consi'^ 
deration of our military readei^ We have not ourselves suf- 
ficiently* considered all the bearing Of the recommendation il 
contains, to venture to endorse it ; but W0 may at least say, that 
it relates to a very important question, and offers a prhetical 
solution, and seemingly a very ingenious one — ^of a aifficulty 
that has long been felt and often commented upon. Its object 
is to reconcile the antagonistic claims ^of regimental and staff 
employment; and to show how the demands of the staff may 
be met, without impairing the efficiency of our regiments. In 
a paper on the efficiency of the Indian army, Sir Charles Met- 
calfe says : — 

I conceive, that it would be mucli better to adopt some plan by wbick 
the Government might be at liberty to command and retain the services 
of any officer required for the staff or civil erax>loymcnt, without affecting 
the efficiency of the army. 

^ And this object, it appears to me, might be accomplished by a very 
simple arrangement. 

In the first place, let the complement of officers requisite for • actual 
duty with a regiment be fixed —whether more or less, or the same as the 
present establishment— *without reference to the number that may be 
drawn away for general stafi* duty, or civil ^mploym^nt, or any other 
exigency of the public service. 

It is of essential consequence that the Government should have the 
power of calling away from regiments any officers whose services may be 
re(}uired elsewhere, without any limit as to number. 

It is, at the same time, of great importance that this power should be 
exercised without injury to the efficiency of the army. 

And it is also very desirable that any plan designed to secure th?^t 
object should not interfere with the constitution of the army, or the 
system by which promotion is regulated. 

I have premised that the complement of officers for a regiment is to be 
fixed, without reference to the number that may be withdrawn for other 
duties ; but I will suppose the complement to include a provision for the 
absence of the usual average number on furlough to Europe, or leave 
from sickness or private affairs, and to bo accordingly, to that extent, 
beyond the number actually required to be present. 

AVithout presuming to offer any opinion as to the number of officers 
that may be requisite with a reglmenl^ I will, for the sake of explanation, 
suppose the complement to be as at present. 

Exclusive, then, of the colonel, or lieutenaht-colonel commandant, 
whose presence is never considered necessary, li regiment may be said 
to consist of one lieutenant- colonel, one major, five captains, ten 
lieutenants, and five ensigns. 

Let it be supposed that several of these officers, no matter what 
number, are required by the Government for public service elsewhere, and 
withdrawn from the regiment. 

1 have now to suggest the arrangement which seems tome advisable, 
in order to supply the places of those withdrawn, , 
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- Tbe general principles of mv proposal are, that officers withdrawn 
from regiments laiould cease to draw any pay or allowances as belonging 
to regiments, and should be exclusively remunerated by suitable allow- 
ances attached to the offices to which they may be appointed, and charge- 
able to the departments to which these offices may belong ; and if, in 
consequence of their being officers of the army, it be necessary that a 
portion of their allowances be drawn under the denomination of military 
pay, that such portion should form a part of the remuneration fixed for the 
duties assigned to them, and not be in addition thereunto, and should not 
be chargeable to their regiments, which should be relieved from all expense 
on their account ; that they should, nevertheless, retain their regimental 
ranki and rise, with regard to promotion, precisely as if they were present 
with their regiments ; that the regimental pay and allowances which they 
would draw, if present with their regiments, should be received by 
those who may perform their duties in consequence of their removal ; 
aud^hat the vacancies caused in regiments by the withdrawing of officers 
Ihr o^er duties, should be supplied by supernumerary officers. 
f^j/'Por example, let it be supposed that the lieutenant-colonel be appointed 
j^to some situation on the general staff, or to some civil office. 

According to the principles before stated, he would be paid entirely 
by the allowances of the office to which he might be appointed. His 
military pay and allowances, as lieutenant-colonel of his regiment, would 
be disposable. 

In sqch a case, the major of the regiment, supposing him to be present, 
would have to perform the duties of lieutenant-colonel. I should propose 
also, that he be allowed to receive the pay and allowances of that rank, 
as acting lieutenant-colonel of the regiment ; retaining, however, the de- 
signation and army rank of %iajor only. 

The senior captain might draw the pay and allowances of the regimental 
major, whose duties he would have to perform, retaining only the uesigim- 
tion and army rank of Captain. * .v, . 

The senior lieutenant might be promoted to the dutie^n^^l^ay, and allow- 
ances of captain, and the senior ensign to those of 
ing his own rank in the army. ^ v ^ 

The vacancy caused by the removal of one offi.» thii regiment 

might be filled up by the addition of a super nun^w^jp&uaign. 

Supposing the lieutenant-colonel to return tothli-Ergifeient, or another 
to be posted to it, and join it, in consequence of tie removal of the former, 
in either case the mqjor, the captain, the lieutenant, and the ensign who 
had been advanced to higher duties and allowances, would fall back each 
into his proper place, and the supernumerary ensign might be posted to any 
other regiment where there might be a vacancy* 

The sam(^ process might take place whatoy«r number of officers were 
» withdrawn from any regiment. The^j, withdrawing of field-officers would 
advance captains, the withdrawing or advancement of captains would 
advance lientenants, and so on. 

In like manner as the absence of officers in other employment would 
give to those remaining with regiments the advantage of a rise 
in pay and allowances, the latter might also be allowed to benefit 
by that portion of the allowances of officers absent on furlough, which 
by the regulations of the service niay not be drawn by the absentees. 

In order to accomplish the plan suggested, it would be necessary to have 
in the army a number of supernumerary ensigns, equal to the number of 
officers employed away from regiments. The supernumerary ensigns, 
while supernumerary, might be disposable to do duty with any regiments 
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where their services were required. They 
cies when vacant, and posted permanently 
in the army. As supernumeraries, they might receive the pay and allow* 
ances of ensigns. 

By this plan, it seems to me, the following advantages would be gained ! 

1’he Government would be at full liberty to apply the services of officers 
of the army wherever they might be most benencial to the Stide. 

At the same time, the efficiency of regiments would be maintained. 

And the system of promotion existing would preserved without 
infraction. 

The effect of this would, doubtless, be to render regimental 
employment less unpopular than it is at the present time. 
I’here is no greater evil than the impatient desire of officers of 
all grades to escape from their corps. 

Our remaining selections must be of a miscellaneous cha- 
racter, and encumbered with little or no comment. Here is a 
brief minute on the 

CONNEXION OF GOVERNMENT 8ERVA7ST8 WITH THE PRESS. 

\T>ccemher 29, 1828.] 

I have the honor to concur in the Governor-Generars proposal for the 
nomination of Mr. Grant to he Superintendent of the Government Press ; 
and I trust that the reasons which induce his Lordship to recommend this 
deviation from the orders of the Court of Directors, will satisfy the Honor- 
able Court of its expediency. 

I cannot refrain from availing myself of this opportunity to express ray 
regret at the tenor of those orders, which entirely exclude the servants of 
the Company from any share in the exercise of the power of the press. 

That no person in high official station should ha\e any share in the pro- 
fits of a newspaper, or any connexion whatever with the political press, 
seems 1o be perfectly proper and unquestionable. 

But that the only class of persons who feel any interest in the Company’^ 
government should he utterly precluded from the employment of their 
talents in the operations of the press, appears to be very impolitic. 

The press in India, although not free from restrictions, is sufficiently 
free to make it desirable that it should not fall exclusively into the hands 
of those who, however loyal as British subjects, are disaffected towards 
the Honorable Company ; and that it will be generally engrossed by such 
persons, must be the natural effect of precluding the servants of the Com- 
pany from taking any share in it. 

Since the enactment of the local law, by which newspapers are printed 
under a license, revocable at pleasure, the proprietors and editors being 
responsible for the contents, it has been found expedient to admit a con” 
siderable latitude of discussion ; nor can this be avoided without adopthi^i* 
one of two courses — either employing the extreme measure of extinction 
on every construed breach of regulation, which would be harsh and excite 
popular disgust — or entering into a continual expostulatory and inculpatory 
correspondence with the editors, which would be quite derogatory and dis- 
reputable to the Government, and much more likely to bring it into ridicule 
and contempt than any freedom of discussion. 

I take it as universally granted, that the press ought to be free, and 
subject of course to the laws, provided that it be not dangerous to the 
stability of our Indian Empire. 


might be proiroted to ensign- 
to corps according to seniority 


L L 



THE OPINIONS OF LORD METCALi^fi. 


2(H 

Should it threaten to become SO, the local Government ought un- 
doubtedly to possess the power of protecting the safety of the State 
against this or any other danger, from whatever quarter it may proceed ; 
because it is impossible in this distant region, that we can be protected on 
emergency by any enactments of the mother country. 

But at present there is no symptom of danger from the freedom of the 
press in the hands of cither Europeans or natives ; and the power being 
reserved to provide for the public safety against any danger by which it 
may at any time be menaced, to crush what is in itself capable of great 
good, from an apprehension that it may possibly, under circumstances as yet 
unconceived, l>e converted into an evil, would be a forecast more honored 
in the breach than the observance. 

Argttingi therefore, on the supposition that the press is already in some 
degree Iree, and that it is not desirable to strangle its growing liberty, the 
exclusion of the Company’s servants from taking a share in the exercise of 
the power which that engine wields, appears to me to be the very reverse 
of expedient; and I much regret that the orders of the Court of Directors 
have not left employment in the press open to all their servants, excepting 
thovsc in high official stations, and especially to gentlemen in the medical 
line, on <ho indispensable condition that such employment should not be 
allowed to interfere with the due discharge of public duties. 

We believe all this to be very true. The East India Com- 
pany have never made any greater mistake than in this disre- 
gard of the legitimate uses of the press. Had they not des- 
pised the power of a hostile press, and neglected to gain the 
good offices of a friendly one, they would have been in a 
higher position than that which they now occupy. Contempt 
of public opinion is mere obstinacy and obtuseness ; and 
suicide is a great crime. 

There are two or three papers in this volume, which indi- 
cate the prescience of Sir Charles Metcalfe with respect to 
those early operations on the Indus, the “ Survey” and the 

Commercial agency,” which laid the foundation of the War 
in Afghanistan, lie saw clearly the dangerous tendencies of 
these initial acts of interference, and feared that they would 
inaugurate a great tragedy. The following remarks, written 
in October, 1830, on the proposed survey of the Indus, are as 
honorably indicative of the justice as they are of the sagacity 
of the Statesman : — 

A sense of duty induces me to offer some remarks on the papers recently 
received from Bombay regarding the contemplated survey of the Indus. 

The scheme of surveying the Indus, under the pretence of sending a 
present to Rajah Runjeet Singh, seems to me highly objectionable. 

It is a Iriek, in my opinion, unworthy of oui' Government, which cannot 
fail, when detected, as most probably it will be, to excite the jealousy and 
indignation of the powers on whom we play it. 

It is just such a trick as we are often falsely suspected and accused of 
by the native powers of India, and this confirmation of their suspicions, 
generally unjust, will do us more injury, by furnishing the ground of 
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merited reproach, than any advantage to be gained by tlSe measure can 

compensate. 

It is not impossible that it may lead to war. I hope that so unnecessary 
and ruinous a calamity may not befal Uft. Yet, as our officers, in tlie pro- 
secution of their clandestine pursuit, may meet wjtli insult or ill-treatment, 
which we may choose to resent, that result, is possible, however much to be 
tlcprocated. 

It appears to me that there is no urgent r.eoessit;^ for the undertaking. 
It is more than probable that before we shall bine te act on any informa- 
tion that we may obtain, we shall have more legitimate means of survey - 
ing the Indus. 

The most legitimate means would be the consent of the Scind Govern- 
ment, and the other Government^ having dolninion over that river. If 
there were real grounds to appreliend the approach of a Russian ai-my, 
and If tlio rulers of Scind entertained the same apprehension, !uight 

be disposed to look to us for protection, and would tlieii willingly allow us 
to make any surveys that we might desire. Bat by anticipating what is 
remote and uncertain, and to the rulers of neighbouring 8tate« impel ccj)ti- 
ble, we should pour our agents and survey ors, or as tbc} would consider 
them, spies, into their territories, with every susi>lcious jealous feeling 
against us, and without any sense of common interest in our favor. 

If there were any urgent cause for undertaking the survey of the Indus 
al the present time, wc might apply "'or permission to the rulers of Si'ind, 
although, if it were refused, which would be very probable, we should be 
bound to desist from any imblic proceeding that would commit our 
Government. 

Wc might, nevertheless, either with or without such previous applica- 
tion, send persons incognito to survey and obtain information, without any 
usteiHible commission, and without any protection, leaving them to take 
the chance of such treatment as they might receive if detected in an illicit 
occupalion. 

But to demand a passage for our officers under a fictitious pretence, and 
then to take advantage of the civility of the rulers of Scind to do that 
which we arc conscious would not be allowed, appears to me to be unge- 
nerous and uni ail. 

It must be remembered that the survey of the Indus or any part of tlic 
Scind country may give us the power to injure that State, may even assist 
us in conquering it, and in the course of events, is as likely to be turned to 
use for that purpose as for any other. The rulers of Scind, therefore, have 
the same right to be jealous of our surveys, of their river, and their territo- 
ries, that any power of Europe has to protect its fortresses from the in- 
spection of foreign engineers. 

It is stated in a late despatch from the Secret Committee, that we must 
n<^t permit the rulers of Scind to obstruct our measures ; in other 
words, that we are to go to war vrith them to compel submission to 
our wishes. With deference I should remark that such an assumption 
docs not seem to be warranted by the law of nations. That surely, 
is not an equitable policy which can only be maintained by the strong 
against the weak, and could not be asserted to a superior or equal power. 
But the assumption is an exemplification of what I have often observed in 
our conduct towards the native states, and what appears to me the great- 
est blot m the character of our Indian jiollcy, although I am not aware 
that it has attracted any general notice in England. However much we 
may profess moderation and non- interference when we have no particular 



264 


THE OPINIONS OF LOUD METCALFE. 


interest of our own concerned, the nibment we discover any object of pur- 
Buit, we become impatient and overbearing, insist on what we require, and 
cannot brook denial or hesitation. We disregard the rights of others, and 
think only of our own convenience. Submission or war is the alternative 
which the other party has to choose. 

Thus at the present time, because we have taken alarm at the supposed 
designs of Russia, it would seem that we are to compel intermediate states 
td enter into our views or submit to our projects, although they cannot 
comprehend them, and, instead of entertaining any apprehension of Russian 
designs, are more apprehensive of our own, our character for encroach- 
ment being worse than that of the Russians, because the states concerned 
have a more proximate sense of it from the result which they see in actual 
operation among the realms of India. 

This course, which I trust need not be considered as actually determined 
on, seems to me both unwarrantable in principle and inexpedient in policy 
-—unwarrantable, bec.ause we have no right, from any alarms that we may 
take up, to interfere with the rights and sovereignty of other powers within 
their own dominions ; and inexpedient, because it would tend to defeat 
our own proper objects, which ought to be a cordial union of feelings and 
interests with those states, if ever the crisis which we anticipate should 
arise. 

Sir Charles Metcalfe lived to see the Annexation of Scinde ; 
and to denounce it as a great crime. 

We need say nothing more in recommendation of the con- 
tents of this volume. Indeed, any collection of Sir Charles 
Metcalfe’s papers might be safely left to recommend itself to 
the Indian reader. Our only regret is, that the work is com- 
prised in a single volume. But in that absolute paralysis of 
literature, which- is one of the many evil attendants of the 
miserable Russian war, we cannot but feel thankful to the 
family of one^ of the best and ablest men who ever visited India, 
for this specimen of the literary fruits of his laborious career. 



PROGUESS OF ISLAM, FROM THE FIFTH TO THE TENTH YEAR OF 
THE MISSION OF MAHOMEl. 

Art. III. — 1. Sirat W&ckidL Arabic MS. 

2. Sirat Hishami. Arabic MS. 

3. Sirat Tabari. Arabic MS. 

In the fifth year of the Mission of Mahomet, a small band 
of his followers emigrated, as we have seen, to Abyssinia, where 
they found a hospitable and secure retreat. But three months 
had not elapsed, when they again made their appearance in 
Mecca, Their return is linked with one of the strangest 
episodes in the life of the prophet. Hishami contents himself 
with saying that they came back because tidings reached them of 
the conversion of the Coreish. Wackidi and Tabari give 
another story, of which the following is a close outline. 

The aim of Mahomet had been the regeneration of his peo- 
ple. Of this he had miserably fallen short. The conversion 
of forty or fifty souls ill compensated for the alienation of the 
whole community ; while the violent opposition of the most 
respected and influential chiefs vexed his heart. The prospect 
was dark ; to the human eye hopeless. Sad and dispirited, the 
Arabian prophet longed for a reconciliation, and cast about in 
his mind how it could be effected. 

“ On a certain day, the chief men of Mecca, assembled 
^ in a group beside the Kaaba, discussed, as was their wont, the 
‘ affairs of the city, when Mahomet appeared, and seating him- 
‘ self by them in a friendly manner, began to recite in their 
‘ Clearing the LIII. Sura. This chapter opens with a descrip- 
‘ tion of the first visit of Gabriel to Mahomet, and of a later 
‘ vision of that angel, in which certain heavenly mysteries w^ero 
‘ revealed. It proceds : — 

And see ye not Ldi anti Ozza, 

And Monde the third besides ? 

“ When he had reached this verse, the devil suggested an 
* expression of the thoughts which for many a day had been 
‘ working in his soul, and put into his mouth’*^ words of 
‘ reconciliation and compromise, the revelation of which he had 
‘ been longing for from God viz : — 

These are the exalted females. 

And verily their intercession is to be hoped for-X 

* Cast upon his tongue,” — a] ^ 

t Tabari, p. HO ^ ij 

*-V 

These words, however, do not occur in the other tradition"Kiven bv Tabari 
not Wdekidi. “ ^ .«u*ui 

t 1 1 ,,j! , , ,l)JI L^l" (.WSahidi. n. ao . 



266 


THE LAPSE. 


“ Tlie Coreish were no less surprised than delighted with 
‘ this acknowledgment of their deities ; and as Mahomet wound 
i up the Sura with the closing words, — 

Wherefore how down before the Lord, and serve Him 

‘ ,the whole assembly prostrated themselves with one accord 
‘ on the ground and worshipped. The single exception was 
‘ Walid, the son of Mughira, who, unable from the infirmities 
‘ of age to bow down^ took up a handful of earth and wor- 
‘ shipped, pressing it to his forehead.* 

And ail the people were pleased at that which Mahomet 
‘ had spoken, and they said ; now we know that it is the Lord 
‘ alone who giveth life and taketh it away, who crcMeth and snp- 
‘ porteth ; hut these our goddesses make intercession with Him for 
‘ m ; and as thou hast conceded unto them a portion^ we are content 
‘ to follow thee. But their wmrds disquieted Maliomet, and he 
‘ retired to his house. In the evening Gabriel visited him ; arid 
‘ the prophet recited the Sura unto him : and Ga])riel said, 

‘ what is this that thou hast done ; thou hast repe(ded before the 
‘ people words that I never gave unto thee. So Mahomet grieved 
‘ sore, and feared the Lord greatly, and he said, 1 have spoken of 
‘ God, that wide, It He hath not said. But the Lord comforted 
‘ llis pro[)]iet,t and restored his confidence, and cancelled th(3 
‘ passage, and revealed the true reading thereof, (as it now 
‘ stands,) viz. : — 

And St'c i/r voi Lnl and Ozza, 

And Mauni the third he.tide .* 

What! shall there he nialc 2>rofie7Vf unto j/ou, and female unto him ? 

That were indeed an tinjust partition ! ^ 

They are nouijht but names, which ye and your Fathers have invented, 

Now wlien the Coi'eish heard this, they spake among 
‘ themselves, saying, Mahomet hath repented the favorabUnneation, 

‘ he made of the rank of our goddesses with the Lord ; he hath 


hart, p. i \() The luttcr gives ^ throughout, the rendering of which 

would be ‘‘whose intercession is pleasing unto God ” (Sprengor has in this instance 
quoted the MS. of Tabari incorrectly in his valuable Notice of labari, in the 
Journal Asiatic Sociefy^ 1850, No. Il.^page 120.) The unusual phrase 
signifies delicate, swan-ldc. 

^ The same is related of Abu Oheiba, i, e. (Sad, son of A1 As., Wdchldi, p. 39.) 


f Mahomet was consoled, tradition says, by the revelation of the verses fifty-three 
and fifty* four of Sura XXII., which signified that all former prophets had been 
subject to the same evil suggestions of the devil ; but the Sura in which they stand 
appears to have been revealed at a somewhat later period. 

The ver^ are as follows ; and ive have not sent before thee any Apostle, nor any 
Prophet, but when he longed, Satan caA suggestions into his longing ; but God shall 
cancel that which Satan suggesteth ; then diall God establish his revehitions ; and God 
is knowing and wise \ ~ihat Tie way make thdSt which Satan hadi suggested a trial 
unto those ichosc hearts are diseased and hardened, ^c. 
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' changed it, and brought other words in its stead. And the two 
‘ verses were in the mouth of every one of the unbelievers, 
‘ and they increased their malice, and stirred them up to per- 
‘ seciite the faithful with still greater severity/'* 

Pious Mussulmans, scandalized at the "lapse of their pro- 
phet into an idolcurous concession, would reject the wliole 
story. t But the autliorities are too strong to be impugned. 
It is linrdly possible to conceive how, if lut founded in fact, 
the tale could ever have been invented. Most stubborn of all, 
the fact remains, (and* is admitted upon ali hands,) that the 
first refugees did return about this time from Alwsi^inia, in conse- 
quence of the rumour that Mecca was converted; and the 
above narrative affords the only intelligible clue to the fact. 
But we need not adopt to the letter the exculpatory version 
of Mahometan tradition; nor seek in the interj)osition of 
Satan and Gabriel, an explanation of actions to be equally 
accounted for by the natural workings of the Prophet’s mind. 

It is obvious lhat the lapse w\as no sudden event : — no con- 
cession that dropped from the lips unexpectedly or unawares, 
and was immediately withdrawn. The hostility of his people 
liad long pressed upon the spirit of Mahomet, and in liis inward 
m usings (it is admitted even by orthodox tradition,) he had 
meditated the very ex})ressioiis which, it is alleged, the devil 
prompted him to utter. Nor can w^e believe that the conces- 
sion lasted but for a day. Tlie reconciliation must, to outward 
appearance, have been complete and consolidated, and continu- 
ed for some days at least, to allow of the report going forth 
and reaching the exiles in a shape to inspire them with con- 
fidence. We are warranted therelbre in assuming a far w ider 
base and more extensive action for the event, tlian are admit- 
ted by ex-parte tradition. 

The religion of Mahomet appears, up to this point, to have 
been a spiritual system, of which Faith, and Prayer, and the 

» 

* It bus been explained in a note to the Article on the “ Sources for the liiogra^ 
phy of Mahometf (p. 56, Canon II. L ) that the whole story, ns ^i\ cn nbovc, has 
been omitted by Ibn Ilishara. But that it was contained in Ibn Lilac’s works 
(w hich Ibn Ilishum professes to follow,) is evident from its being- (juoted by Tabari 
caprcssly from that author. See Sprenger’s Note in the Calcutta Asiatic Journal, 
W'berc the original passages are quoted at length. 

t This is admitted even by orthodox Mahometan writers. The author of the 
Biography Mawahih alladoniya, shows, in opposition to the ti‘;8crtion that the story 
is heretical, that it rests on unexceptionable tradition, that the opposing authorities 
arc groundless, being founded only on the suspicion that the tacts are unlikebj. 
Thus one objection is (piotcd, that had the lapse really occuned, grc-it numbers of 
the Moslems must have become Apostates, which the author sav s is not just rcason- 
itig. The original passage may be consulted in Dr. Sprciiger’s note in the Asiatic 
Journal above referred to. 
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inculcation of virtue, form the prominent features. Thoilgh 
the Kaaba and some of its rites may have been looked upon 
as founded by the patriarch Abraham, yet the existing worship 
was, as a whole, rejected by reason of its idolatry and corrup- 
tion.* But to this superstition, all its practices^ the people 
were obstinately wedded, and unless permission were given to 
join, more or less, the time-honoured institutions of Mecca 
with the true Faith, there was little hope of a general conver- 
sion. How far would the strong expediency of the case jus- 
tify him to meet the prevailing system ? How far was it the 
will of God to admit concession ? 

Was not the worship of the Kaaba, after all, a Divine institu- 
tion? The temple was built at the command of God : the 
compassing of it symbolized the circling course of the heavenly 
bodies, and that again the obedience of all creation to the 
Deity. Love and devotion were nurtured by the kissing of the 
sacred corner-stone : the slaying of sacrifices, a pious rite in 
commemoration of Abraham’s readiness to offer up his son, 
signified a like submission the pilgrimage to Arafat, the 
shaving of the head, &c., were all innocent, if not pious, in 
their tendency. But how shall he treat the images of the 
Kaaba, and the gross idolatry rendered to them? In their 
jiresent mind the Coreish would never abandon these : but if 
(as they professed themselves ready,) they would acknowledge 
tlje one true God as the supreme Lord, and look to the images 
as symbolical only of his angels, what harm from their conti- 
nuance? Incredible as the concession may appear, and utterly 
irreconcileable with his stand-point Mahomet acceded to this 
arrangement, and consented to thdTidols as the representatives 
of heavenly beings, “ whose intercession was to be hoped for” 
with the Deity. The hurried and garbled notices of tradition 
give no farther insight into the compromise, nor the mention 
of any safeguard that may have been stipulated by Mahomet 
againsjf the abuses of idolatry : but it is certain that the 
arrangements, of whatever nature, gave perfect satisfaction to 
the chiefs and people, and produced a temporary union. 

But Mahomet was not long in perceiving the inconsistency 

* We conclude this to have been the case, because in the portions of the Coran 
belonging to this period, the observances of the Kaaba are never referred to or 
inculcated, as they are frequently at a subsequent stage, 

f Which of his sons Abraham prepared to sacrifice, is not specified in the 
Coran ; and we are not at liberty to assume, with Mahometan Doctors, that their 
prophet meant Islimael, nor even that he believed the place of sacrifice to have 
been the vicinity of Mecca. If, however, the current of ancient tradition already 
ran so. it is possible that Mahomet may have followed it, but without specification 
in the Coran, for fear of offending the Jews. 
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iiito which he had been betrayed. The people still worsliipped 
not God, but the images. No reasoning upon his part, no 
concession upon theirs, could dissemble the galling fact, that 
the practice of idolatry continued as gross and rampant as 
ever. 

His only safety now lay in disowning the concession. The 
devil had deceived him. The words of compromise were no 
part of the divine system received from God by his heavenly 
messenger. The lapse was thus remedied : the heretical 
verses spoken under delusion were cancelled, and others re- 
vealed ill their stead, denouncing idolatry wiih irreconcilable 
hate, and rejecting the very idea of female angels, such as Lat 
and Ozza. Henceforward the prophet wages mortal strife with 
images in every shape ; his system gathers itself up into a 
pure and stern theism, and the Coran begins to breathe (though 
as yet only in the persons of Moses and Abraham,) intima- 
tions of an iconoclastic revenge.'*' 

Ever after the intercession of idols is scouted as absurd ; 
angels dare not to intercede with the AImighty,t how raiicht 
less the idols, who 

• • * liave no power over even tlie husk of a date stone ; 

Upon wljnm if ye call, they hear not your culling, 

And if they heard they would not* answer you ; 

And in the Day of Judgment, they shall reject your dcitication of them.| 

The following passage, produced shortly after his lapse, 
shows liow Mahomet refuted his adversaries, and adroitly turn- 
ed against them their concession as to the Supreme Deity of 
God only : — 

And if thou askesi them wlio created the Heavens and the Earth, they 
will surely answer God.§ Say; what think ye then ? If the Lord be 
pleased to visit me with affliction, can those beings on whom ye call besides 
God, — what ! could they remove the visitation ? Or if He visit me with 
mercy, could they withhold His mercy ? Say, God sufficeth for me ; on 
Him alone let those who put their trust, confide.|| 

However short his fall, Mahomet retained a keen sense of 
its disgrace, and of the danger which lay in parleying with his 
adversaries ; — 

And truly they were near tempting thee aside from what we revealed 
unto thee, that thou shouldest fabricate regarding Us a di0ercnt revelation; 
and then they would have taken thee for their friend. 

» See Suras XXXVII., 92 ; XXL, 58 ; XX., 95. 

f Sura LIII., 58., ef passim^ 

t XXXV., 14 ; XLVL, 4. 

§ See also SuraXLIIL, 18; and other places in which the Meccans ate repre- 
sented as giving a similar reply. 

II Sura XXXIX., 38. 
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And if it had not been that we stablished thee, verily thou hadst nearly 
inclined unto them a little ; 

Then verily we had caused thee to taste both of the punishment of Life, 
and the punishment of Death ; 

Then thou shouldest not have found against Us any Helpef .* 

Ever and anon we meet with a divine caution to the prophet, 
to beware lest he should change the words of inspiration out 
of a desire to deal gently with his people, or be deceived by 
the pomp and numbers of the idolaters, into following after 
them from the straight and narrow path indicated for him by 

God.t 

But though Mahomet may have completely reassured his 
own convictions, and restored the confidence of his adherents, 
there is little doubt that the concession to idolatry, followed by 
a recantation so sudden and entire, seriously weakened his 
position with the people at large. They would not readily 
credit his excuse, that the words of error were “ cast by the 
devil into the mouth of Mahomet.”:}: Supposing it to be so, 
what faith was to be placed in the revelations of a prophet 
liable to such influences ? The Divine author of a true reve- 
lation knows beforehand all that be will at any subsequent 
period reveal ; His agent would never be reduced to the petty 
shift of retracting as a mistake what had once been given forth 
as a message from heaven. Such aspersions were triumphant- 
ly advanced by the adversaries of the Coran, and Mahomet 
could oppose to them only the simple reiteration of his own 
assurance ; thus, — 

And when We change one Tewe in place of another, 

[and God best knoweth that which He rerealeth, 

They say, Verih/ thou art plainly a Fabricator ; 

Nay ; but the most of them understand not; 

Say, The Holy Spirit hath brought it down from thy Lord, &;c.§ 

We have seen that it was the tidings of the reconciliation 
with the Coreish that induced the little band of emigrants, 
after a residence of two months|| in Abyssinia, to set out for 
Mecca. As they approached the city, a party of travellers 
from thence communicated the information that Mahomet had 
withdrawn his concessions, and that the Coreish had resumed 
their oppressive conduct. They consulted what they should 

♦ SuraXVIL, 74-76. 

t See Suras LX VIII., 8 j XVm , 28 ; XIU.. 40 ; XXXIX.. 15. 

t See Sura XXll., 53, quoted in a note a few pages back. 

§ Sura XVI, 101. 

j| They emigrated in Bajab, in tbe fifth year of Mahomet’s mission, and remain- 
ed in Abyssuiia Sh^b&n imd Bamdhan. The worshipping and reconciliation 
with the Coreish, happened m Bamdh&n ; and the eu^rants returned to Mecca in 
iho following month, Shawwkl, of the same year. {Tfdckidiy p. 39j.) 
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do, but soon resolved to go forward and visit tbeir Iiotnes ;~ 
if things came to the worst, they could but again escape to 
Abyssinia. So they entered Mecca^ each under the protecti^Wl 
of a relative or friend.* 

The tidings brought by the emigrants of their kind recep-' 
tion by the Najashy, following upon the late evfiits, annoyed 
the Coreish, and the persecution became hotter than ever.-f 
Wherefore Mahomet again recommended to his followers that 
they should take refuge in Abyssinia. The first party of the 
new expedition thither set out probably about the sixth year 
of the mission, and thereafter small bodies of converts, accompa** 
nied sometimes by their women and children, at intervals joined 
the exiles, until they reached (without calculating their little 
ones,) the number of 101. Of these eighty- three w^ere men ; and 
amongst the women, eleven were of Coreish descent, and seven 
belonged to other tribes. Thirty-three of the men, with eight 
women, (including Othmhn and Rockeya, the daughter of Ma- 
homet,) again returned to Mecca ; but most of them eventu- 
ally emigrated to Medina. The rest of the refugees remain- 
ed in Abyssinia for several years, and rejoined Mahomet on I 
his expedition to Kheibar, in the seventh year of the Hegira. J 

* All but Abdallah ibn al Masud, who is said to have had no patron or guardian, 
and to have again returned after a little to Abysaiuia. (W&cHdi^ p. 39 {.y 

f Wdekidiy ibidem. 

t Wfi/iidi, p 39 J ; Hlshami, p. 92 ; Tabari, p. 129, Sprenger, though admlftlng 
that he thereby opp oses all the early authorities places the second otnigration to 
Ahyssitna later, viz., after the withdrawal of Mahomet and his followers into the 
Sheb, or quarter of Abu Talib, that is in the seventh year of the mission. His 
reason is that at the end of the sixth year there were not many more than fifty 
converts, whereas the second emigration to Abyssinia embraced as many ns a 
hundred persons ; and that it is not probable the number of Moslems should have 
thus doubled in a few months. 

But the number of emigrants to Abyssinia is given at 100, ns the aggregate of all 
who from first to last proceeded thither. They did not all set out at once, but as is 
distinctly said, in parties one after another, and probably at considerable intervals. 
The fact therefore that the total number exceeded 100, is not in the least inconsis- 
tent with the position that the first party was small, or that the whole of Mahomet's 
followers may not at the time have exceeded fifty. 

Ilishami (p. 114,) has mixed up the return of the thirty-three emigrants belong- 
ing to the second Abyssinian expedition, with the return of the whole of the emi- 
grants of the first expedition consequent upon the lapse of Mahomet. 

Of those who returned from the second expedition w© may enumerate besides 
Othman, Abu Hodzeifa ; Abdallah ibn Jahsh ; Otbft j Zobeir ibn al Awwam ; 
Musab ; Tulcib ; Abd al Hahm&n. These all emigrated with Mahomet to Medina. 
Several of the others were confined (as is alleged,) by their relatives, and tlnig 
prevented fiom joining Mahomet, till after the first battles. Abdallah ibn Soheil 
fled from the Coreish to Mahomet’s army at the battle of Badr. 

Sakiait was among those who returned from Abyssinia to Mecca, where he died. 

It was his widow Sanda, whom Mahomet first marnei||after Khadija's death. 

Orliriifln revisited Mecca under the guard ianship*f Walid, son of Mugblra, 
the great enemy of Islam. 



272 VISIT OP COUEISH TO ABU TALIB. 

Although Mahomet himself was not yet forced to quit his 
native city, be was nevertheless exposed to indignity and insult, 
and the tnreatening attitude of his adversaries occasioned ap- 
prehension and anxiety. If, indeed, it had not been for the 
influence and steadfast protection of Abu TS^Iib, it is clear that 
the hostile intentions of the Coreish would have imperilled 
the 'liberty, perhaps the life, of Mahomet. A body of their 
Elders* repaired to the aged chief, and said: — This Nephew of 
thine hath spoken opprohriously of our gods and our religion ; 
and hath abused us as Jools, and given out that our forefathers 
were all astray. Now, either avenge us thyself of our adversary ; 
or ( seeing that thou art in the same case with ourselves^) leave him 
to us that we may take our satisfaction. But Abu Talib an- 
swered them softly and in courteous words ; so they turned 
and went away. In process of time, as Mahomet would not 
change his proceedings, they went again to Abu Talib in great 
exasperation, and reminding him of their former demand, that 
he would restrain his nephew from his offensive conduct, added ; 
— and now verily we cannot have patience any longer with his 
^ abuse of us, our ancestors, and our gods ; wherefore do thou filter 
hold him back from us, or thyself take part with him, that the 
matter may he decided between us. Tims tliey departed from 
him. And it appeared grievous to Abu T^ib to break with 
his people, and be at enmity with them ; neither did it please 
hin^ to desert, and surrender, his nephew. Thus, being in 
straits, he sent for Mahomet, and having communicated the 
saying of the Coreish, proceeded earnestly ; — wherefore, save 
thyself and me also ; and cast not upon me a burden heavier 
than I can sustain. Mahomet was startled and alarmed ; 
and imagined that his uncle, finding himself unequal to the 
task, had resolved to abandon him. But his high resolve 
did not fail him even at this trying and critical moment. 
He replied firmly. If they brought the Sun to my right hand, 
and the Moon to my left, to force me from my undertaking, 
verily, I would not desist until the Lord make manifest my 
cause, or I perish in the attempt. But the thought of his 
kind protector’s desertion overcame him ; he burst into tears, 
and turned to depart. Then Abu Talib called out, — “ Son 
of my brother! Come back.” So he returned, and Abu 
Talib said ; Dqmrt in peace, my nephew ! and say whatsoever 

♦ They consisted of Walid ibn al Mughira, Otba and Sheyba, sons of Rabia, 
Abu Jahb Abu Sofian, As l|to W&il, &c. Probably the most violent of the oppo- 
nents of Islam have been iSiKed out, without much discrimination or authority, 
by the biographers, for this office. 
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thou desirest ; /or, by the Lord ! I will noty in my wisBy give 
thee up for ever.^ 

Wiickidi adds the further incident that Mahomet having that 
day disappeared, Abu Talib, apprehe^nsive of foul play, made 
ready a band of H&shimite youths, each armed with a dirk, and 
set out for the Kaaba. Meanwhile, he ascertained that Ma- 
homet was safe in a house in Safa, and letumed with his people 
home. On the morrow the aged Chief again made ready his 
party, and taking Mahomet with them, repaired to the Kaaba, 
where, standing before the assembly of the Ooreish, he desired 
his young men to uncover that which they had by them ; and, 
lo ! in the hand of each was a sharp weapon. Then turning to 
the Coreish, he exclaimed. By the Lord ! Had ye hilled himy 
there had not remained alive a man amongst you. You should have 
perished y or we had been annihilated. The bold front of Abu 
Tfilib awed the Coreish, and repressed their insolence. t 

Though the tendency of tradition is to magnify the insults 
of the unbelieving Meccans, yet apart from invective and 
abuse, we do not read of any personal injury or suffering 
sustained by Mahomet himself. A few of the inveterate ene- 
mies of Islam, (Abu Lahab among the number,) who lived 
close by his house, used spitefully to throw unclean and oflFen- 
sive things at tlie prophet, or upon his hearth, as he cooked his 
food. Once they flung into his house the entrails of a goat, 
which Mahomet putting upon a stick, carried to the door, and 

♦ We have chiefly here followed Ilishami (p. 71) and Tabari (p. 124.) But at 
p. 123, the latter makes the noble speech of Mahomet to be a reply to his undo 
at a time wlicn the hitter had said to him before the Coreish,— " Verily thy peo- 
ple ask of thee a reasonable thing, that thou leave off to abuse their gods, and 
they will leave off to abuse thee and thy God.” So Wackidi, p. 38^. 

There is some confusion as to the time when this scene occurred. There were 
probably several conferences ending in threats, and tradition has no doubt, ampli- 
fied them. One of these is said to have occurred at Abu 'J’filib’s death-bed, 
several years later. The Coreish hearing that Abu Tfllib lay at the point of death, 
sent a deputation in order that some compact should be made to bind both parties 
after his decease ; and they proposed that they should retain their ancient Faith, 
without abuse or interference from Mahomet, in which catfe they would not molest 
him in his. Abu Talib called Mahomet, and communicated to him the reasona- 
ble request. Mahomet replied, ‘‘ Nay, but there is one word, which if ye concede, 
you will thereby conquer Arabia, and reduce Ajam untJer subjection.” " Good 1” 
said Abu Jahl, “ not one such word, but ten.” Mahomet replied ; — " Then say,— 
There is no God but the Lord, and abandon ihat which ye worship beside him.” 
And they clapped their hands in rage " Dost thou desire, indeed, that we 
should turn our gods into one God ? That were a strange affair !” And they 
began to say one to the rest, " This fellow is obstinate and impracticable. Ye will 
not get from him any concession that ye desire. Return, and let us walk after the 
faith of our forefathers, till God determine the matter betwixt us and him,” So 
they arose and departed. {Iiishumi,p, 136.) ||t 

f Hishamiyp. 135, 
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called aloud ; — “ Ye children of Abd Menaf ! What sort of 
neighbourly conduct is this Then he cast it forth into the 
street.’^ iVo or three centuries afterwards, a little closet, a 
few feet square, was still shown at the entrance of Khadija’s 
house, where, under the ledge of a projecting stone, the prophet 
crouched down when he retired for prayer, to shelter himself 
from the missiles of his neighbour8.+ There is a legend (but 
ill sustained,) of actual violence once offered to Mahomet in 
public. As he passed through the court of the Kaaba, he was 
suddenly surrounded by the Coreish, who “ leaped upon him 
as one man/* * * § and seized his mantle. But Abu Bakr stood 
manfully by him and called out ; — “ Woe’s me ! Will ye slay 
a man who saith that God is my Lord So they departed 
from him.;}: 

In the sixth year of his mission, the cause of Mahomet was 
strengthened by tlie accession of two powerful citizens. These 
were Hamza and Omar. 

The |)rophet was one day seated on the rising ground of 
Safa. Abu Jahl, coming u{), accosted him with a shower of 
taunts and reproaches; but Mahomet answered not a word. 
Both left the place, but a slave girl had observed the scene.§ 
It chanced that shortly after, Hamza returned that way from 
the chase, his bow hanging from his shoulder (for he \vas a 
hunter of renown :) and the maid related to him with indig- 
nation the gross abuse of Abu Jahl. Hamza w^as at once the 
uncle and the foster-brother of Mahomet. His pride was 
offended, his i^age kindled. He hurried on with rapid steps 
to the Kaaba, in the court of which was sitting Abu Jahl, 
with a company of the Coreish. Hamza rushed on liim, say- 
ing ; — Ah ! Hast thou been abusing him, and I follow Ids religion ; 
there (raising the bow and striking him violently therewith,) 
return that if thou darest ! The kinsmen of Abu Jahl started 
up to his rescue, but he motioned them away, saying, “ Let him 
alone ; for, indeed, I did revile his nephew shamefully.” The 
profession of Islam, suddenly asserted by Hamza, in the passion 
of the moment, was follow^ed up by the deliberate pledging of 

* Hishdmi, p, 134; Tabari, p. 148; Wdcktdi, p. Besides Abu Lahab, are 
nientiouod Ockba, son of Abu Mait ; A1 Hakam, son of Ab ul As ; Adi the 
Thackidte ; and Ibu al Asad, the Handalite, as living close by, and aunoying the 
prophet, 

t Tabari, p. 67. 

t Hishdmup. 77 ; Tabari, p. 131. It is related that Abu Bakr had bis beard 
palled that day in the scuffle to defend Mahomet, and 0mm Kolthum saw him 
return with an injury on the crown of his head, 

§ The servant of the chief Abdallah ibn Jod4an, repeatedly mentioned before. 
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his faith to Mahomet, and a steady adherence ever after to his 
religion.* 

The conversion of Omar happened on this wise, at the close 
of the sixth year of Mahomet’s mission, (A.D. 6'J5*6.)t He 
was notorious for his enmity to Islam, ^nd the harshness and 
violence with wliich he treated its professors. His sister 
Fatima and her husband Said (a son of the “ enquirer^' Zeid,) 
were both converts, but secretly, for fear of the Coreish. 
While he was threatening certain believers, one hinted to 
Omar that he had better begin at home, with his sister and her 
husband. His wrath was aroused, and he proceeded forthwith 
to their house. They were listening to Sura XX., which the 
slave Kliobfib recited to them from a manuscript. The per- 
secutor drew near, and overheard the low murmur of the 
reading. At the noise of his steps, Khobab retired into a 
closet. What sound was that I heard just now? exclaimed 
Omar, entering, angrily. ‘‘ There was nothing,’^ they replied. 
Nayy said he, swearing fiercely, I hear that ye are renegades I 
But what, Oh Omar !” interposed his brother-in-law, ‘‘ may 
‘ there not be truth in another religion than thine ''I'iie 
question confirmed the suspicions of Omar, and being furiously 
exasperated, he sprang upon Said and kicked him. His sister 
fiew to the rescue : in the struggle her face was wounded, and 
it began to bleed. In anger and distress she called out ; — 
“ Yes, we are converted ; we believe in God and in His pro- 
phet ; do unto us what thou pleasest.^’ And when Omar saw 
he/ face covered with blood he was softened ; and he asked to 
see the paper they had been reading. But his sister required that 
he should first cleanse himself ; “ for none,” said she, “ but the 
pure may touch it,” So Omar arose and washed, and took the 
paper (foir he could read ;) and when he had decyphered a part 
thereof, he exclaiiped, — How excellent and how gracious is this 
discourse ? Then came forth Khobfib from his hiding place, and 
said, “ Oh Omar ! I trust that the Lord hath verUy set thee 
apart for Himself, in answer to His prophet ; it was but yester- 
day I heard liim praying thus, — Strengthen Islarriy Oh Gody by 
Ao ul Hakam (Abu Jahl) or by Omar Then said Omar, 
Lead me unto Mahomet, that I may make known unto him 


♦ Hishami, p. 78 •, Tabari^ p, 135; Wdckidi.p. 179j, The latter mentions the 
facts very briefly, but adds the names of Adi, and Ibn al Asadi, to that of Abu 
Jahl, as having abused Mahomet. The conversion, he says, occurred after 
Mahomet’s entry into Arcam’s house,” in the. sixth year of the Mission. 

t It occurred in the month of Dzul Hajj, the last in the year. {Wackidiy p, 232.) 
It is there noted that the believers at that date amounted in all to forty men and 
ten women ; or by other accounts to forty-five men and eleven women. 
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my conversion.” And he was directed to the house of Arcam* 
So Omar knocked at the door, and Hamza and others looked 
through a crevice, and, lo ! it was Omar. But Mahomet bade 
them let him in, and rising to meet him, seized his skirt and 
the belt of his sword, saying, “ Wilt thou not refrain from per- 
secuting, until the Lord send some calamity upon thee V And 
Omar replied ; — “ Verily^ I testify that thou art the prophet of 
Godr And Mahomet was filled with joy, and called aloud, 
Gkeat is the Lord !* 

These conversions were a real triumph to Mahomet ; Hamza 
and Omar both possessed, along with great bodily strength, an 
indomitable courage, and exercised much influence at Mecca.'f’ 
The heroism of Hamza, in the cause of Islam, was so distin- 
guished, that he earned for himself the title, familiar to the 
present day, of the Lion of God. Omar, when in an assembly, 
rose from his stature far above the people, as if he had been 
mounted. He was stout and fair, and somewhat ruddy. Im- 
pulsive and precipitate, his anger was easily aroused ; and men 

♦ Allahu Akbar, which exclamation is styled the takhir^ and is used on occasions 
of surprise, or the unexpected occurrence of any great event. 

HisMmi has two versions ; one similar to that given in the text j only it is 
stated that Omar was on his way to slay Mahomet^ wlien he was diverted by an 
intimation of his sister’s conversion. But this incident has probably been only 
thrown in to add to the romantic colouring of the story. Besides its inherent 
improbability, it appears inconsistent with the immediately previous declaration in 
Hish^iini, that Omar was “ softened” when he saw the believers preparing to emi- 
grate to Abyssinia, and said, “ the Lord go with you.” (Hishdmi^ p. 103.) 

The second version is entirely different. Here is Omar’s own alleged account : — 
“I was far from the faith, and a man given to strong drink wanting companions 
one night, I repaired to the spirit-dealer’s shop, but I did not find him. Then I 
said, I will go unto the Kaaba and compass it six or seven times ; and I found 
Mahomet praying there with his face towards Syria. Then I said, what tf I stay 
and hear whot he is saying; I unit get me near unto kirn and listen, then 1 will startle 
and frighten him. So I went up towards the black stone, and hid myself behind 
the Kaaba-curtain, and walked along softly between it and the wall, while the 
prophet was praying and repeating the Coran, till I reachdd right before him ; — 
there was nothing betwixt him and me but the curtain. And when I heard the 
Coran, my heart softened thereat, and I wept end was converted ; and when he 
had ended, I followed him on his way to his house, which was in the Daryal Wack- 
id (now in the possession of MuS,via ;) and as I made up upon him, he heard ray 
steps and recognized me, and thought that verily I had come to trouble him, until 
I unfolded the truth. Then ho praised God and said Fen’/y, Oh Omar / God 
hath directed thee. And he touched my garment and prayed for me, that I might 
continue steadfast,” {Hishami, pp, 106 and 107.) 

This tradition is utterly inconsistent with the other ; yet it contains details which 
have all the freshne-s and semblance of truth, and there is no apparent reason why 
it should have been fabricated. It is a strong example of the strange uncertainty 
of unsupported tradition. 

The version in the text is evidently the correct one, and is given both by Ilish^- 
jni and W&ckidi, with some variations, which show that each had separate and 
independent authority for it. (Hishdmi, p, 103 ; Wachidi, p, 23 1 i.) 

t For Hamza, Hishdmi, p. 78. For Omar, Wdekidh P» 243, 
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feared him because of this aueertam aad impetuous teiiger. 
At the period of his conversion he tos but six-and-trehtjp;^ 
yet so i^reat and immediate was 'the ini^uence <if his acceesioii 
upon the spread of Islam, that this era is dated the conir 
mencement of i|» open and fearless at Mecca. The 

Moslems no longer conc^Ied ih^ woi^hip within their own 
houses, but w*ith consCioiius strength it bold front Of de^ 
fiance, assembled in companies aboOt; jthe Kaaba, performed 
their rites of prayer, and compassed the iioly Their 

courage rose : dread and uneasiness seized the (Sjireieh* 

The Coreish; indeed, had cause fOV alarm. They were 
disquieted by the hospitable reception and encouragement of 
the refugees at the Abyssiniaiii Court. An embassy of two of 
their chief men, laden ^with costly presents, had made a fruit* 
less attempt to obtain their surrender*:}; What if the T^aj&shy 
should support them with an armed force, and seek to establish 

* ** He was born four years before the great (last ?) battle of Al f ijjdr^ and 
was converted in Dzul Hajj, six years after the mission, aged twenty-six. lUs son 
,Abd- Allah was then only six years old,” (Wdckidi, p. 232.) 

f Waekidij p, 232 j HiaMmi, pp» loi— 108. 

J An account of this embassy is given by Hish&mi, (pp. 96—100) also briefly 
by Tabari, (p. 136,) the former is related by Dr. Sprenger in considerable detail, 
(p.191.) 

0mm Salma (the widow of one of the refugees, anil afterwards married to Maho- 
met, states that the Coreish despatched Abdmlah ibn Abi Rabia. and Amt ibn al 
As, with rare presents (including stores of precious leather,) for the NajS-sby. 
They first gained over the courtiers ; then they preseuted their gifts to the king, 
saying, that “ certain fools amongst them Ixad left their ancestral faith j they had 
not joined Christianity, but had set up a new religion of their own ; they had 
therefore, been deputed by the Coreish to foteb., them back.” The courtiers sup- 
ported their prayer, but the king said he would enquire farther into the matter in 
the presence of the accused, Now the refugees had agreed tliat they would not 
garble their doctrine, but, come what might, say nothing more nor less than their 
prophet had taught them. 8o on the morrow they were summoned into the royal 
presence, where were also the Bishops with their books open before them. The 
king enquired the cause of their separation. Then J&far, (Maliomet's uncle.) 
answered, in the name of all, “ that they used to worship images, eat the dead, 
commit lewdness, disregard family ties and the duties of neighbourhood and hos- 
pitality, until that Mahomet arose a prophet and he concluded by describing 
his system, and the persecutions which had forced them to Abyssinia. On the king 
asking him to repeat any of the prophet’s teaching, he recited Sura M$>ryaM^ 
(ch. xix., containing the births of John and Jesus, notices of Abrahaip, 
Mdses, &c. ;) and the Naj&shy wept until his beard became moist, and the Bishops 
wept so that their tears ran down upon their books, saying, •* Verily, this Revela- 
tion and that of Moses proceed from one and the same Bdiirce.” AnA the Najashy 
said to the refugees, Depart in peace, for I will never gl^ you up-” 

' Next day, it is added, Amr endeavoured to entrap them into a declaration 
regarding tfesus that would be offensive to the king ; but ^e latter fully concurred 
in their doctrine, that Jesus was nothing more than a fcrvant of God, and His 
Apostle ; His Spirit and His word, placed in the womb j^f Mary, the immaculate 
Virgin.” So the Meccan embassy departed in bad case. 

The above story is no doubt intended to mCct the pass^e# that the Jews and 
(Christians wept for joy on hearing the (^o^an because of Its correspondence* with 
their own Scriptures. See Sura XVII., 108; XXVIII. 53. A siiuilar tale has 
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a Christian or reformW Faith at Mecca, as one of his prede- 
cessors had done in Yemen ? Apart even from foreign** aid, 
there was ground for apprehension at home. The Moslem 
body no longer consisted of oppressed and despised out-casts, 
Struggling for a weak and miserable existence. It was rather 
a>powerfal faction, adding daily to its strength by the acces- 
sion of influential citizens. It challenged an open hostility. 
The victory of either party involved the annihilation of the 
Ither. 

Influenced by such fears, the Coreish sought to stay the 
progress of secession from their ranks, by utterly severing the 
party of 'Mahomet from social and friendly communication 
with themselves. On the other hand, Abu T&lib was support- 
ed in his defence of .Mahomet by all his brothers (excepting 
Abu Lahab,) and by the descendants generally of his grand- 
father HSishim, whether converts to Islam or not.* The 
religious struggle now merged into a* civil feud between the 
Hashimites and the rest of the Coreish ; and there were not 
wanting long-rooted political associations to add bitterness to 
the strife. 

To secure their purpose, the Coreish entered into a confe- 
deracy against the H&shimites , — that they would not marry ilmr 


been invented for the Bishops of NajrSn, nnd also of «f Chiistians 

from Abyssinia, who visited Mahomet at Mecca. p.4.J So that not 

much reliance can be placed on this part of the narrf^tive. w: , " ' * 

Two other incidents are related of the Naj&shv.. ;j^e,,^^j>^t while the refugees 
were at his court, he was attacked by a claimant of the TOronc. The refugees, 
were so concerned for the result, that they sent Zioh<^/(tbeii quite a youth) over 
the Nile on an inflated skin, to watch the battle, %ben he returned with tidings 
that the Najlishy had discomfited his adversary, they rejoiced greatly. 

The Abyssinians are said to have risen up against Uieir king for tiro favor ho 
showed to the Mussulman doctrine. So the Najashy put into his pocket a 
scrap inscribed with the Mahometan creed, and when his people desired him to 
say, “ that Jesus was the Son of God ” he responded (putting his lumd upon his 
pocket,) “ Jesus never went beyond apparently egreeingin what they said, 

but inwardly referring to the scrap t - A. childish story. , 

Mahomet is said to have regarded as a convert, and to have accordingly 
prayed for him at his death. A HghI is also related to have issued from his 
tomb. 

There is probably a hssis of truth for the general outline given in this note, but 
it would be difficult to draw a probable line between the real and the fictitious'^ 
parts of it Had the leaning towards Mahometan doctrine been really so great in 
Abyssinia, as is here represented, we should have heard more of its inhabitants in 
the troublous times that followed Mahomet's decease. 

fVacJkidifp, 40 ; HisMmi, p 72. Abu Tdlib summoned the house of Hdshim 
to consult as to tbo defence of their kinsman Mahomet All agreed stand by 
him but Abu Lahab. Abu Xdlib was charmed with the noble spirit of his relative, 
and recited a CaSida (preserved by Ibn Ishfic,) in praise ot‘ the family. The 
verses, however, conclude witit an eulo^ On Mahomet as the chief and most noble 
of t^b stock,— a sentiment which Abu T&lib, not a convert to Islam, was not likely 
to have uttered. The Casida k evidently spurious, at least in part. 
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women; nor give tJmr own in -marriage to them; would 
thing to them nor buy aught from them ;-^that all dealings with 
them should cease. The ban was carefully committed to w^^iting^ 
and sealed with three seals* When all had bound themselves 
by it, the sheet was hung up in the Kaaba, and religious sanc- 
tion thus given to its provisions.^ 

The Hishimites were unable to witEsliilid the violent tide of 
public opinion which thus set in against them ; and apprehen* 
sive perhaps that it might be only the prelude of open attack, 
or or blows in the dark still more fatal, they retired into the 
secluded quarter of the city, known* as the Skeb^ of Abu T&lib* 
It was formed by one of^ the defiles or indentations, where the 
projecting rocks of Abu Col^is pressed upon the northern out- 
skirts of Mecca. It was entered on the city side by a low gate- 
way, through which a camel passed with difficulty. On all other 
sides it was detached by buildings and cliffs from the town.J 

* W^ckidi^ p. 39 1, 40 ; Tabari^ p. 137 p. 108. Mansur, son of 

Akrama, wrote the document ; and the hand, with which he wrote it {at the prayer, 
udds Hishfimi, of Mahomet') withered aud dried up. Hish&rai states also that it 
was he who suspended the deed in the Kaaba. WAckidi however gives another 
tradition, according to which it was never put in the Kaaba at al), but remained 
in the custody of 0mm al Jal^, an aunt or cousin of Abu Jahl. 

t Sprenger (p. 194) holds that this movement was prior to, and independent of, 
iho league of the Corcish (p. 189.) But both HishSmi and Wiickidi distinctly 
connect the entry into Abu Tftlib’s quarter, and the ban, as the effect with its 
cause. And this is indeed the only intelligible statement of the facts. 

{ w ii^heb signifies a defk, glen^ ravine. Thus the converts from Medi- 
na made their assignation' to meet Mahomet in a glon, Sheh, leading into tho 
valley of Mina, and tho next day the enraged Corcish repaired to the Sheh of tho 
Medina pilgrims, or the valley in which they were encamped, {Wackidi, p. 42 J.) 
The valley at Ohod, out of which Talha saved Mahomet, is termed Sheh, ( Wacku 
di, p. 221 ; Hishdmi, p. 262 ; Tabari, p. 376) where the top or exit from tho valley is 

called ^ mouth of the Sheh.” Amr and his companion in their expedi- 

tion to assassinate Abu Sofi^n, tied up their camels in one of the defiles {Sheh) 
wear Mecca {Hishdmi, p. 4t5l ; Tabari, p, 40b.) So the end of a pass retiring to 
be guarded in the expedition of Dzatal Mika, is called al Sheh,^* {Tabati, p. 
427.) Before Cussey brought the Coreish into Mecca, they are said to have inha- 
bited “ the heights and defiles ( Sheh,) of the surrounding hills.’* ( Tabari, p. 29. ; Cnf, 
C. de Perceval, Vol. //., p. 478.) 

ITie several quarters of Mecca skirting the foot of Abu Cobois, are still distin- 
guished by the name Sheh : thus we have the Sheh Amir, the Sheh Maulad 
(quarter in which Mahomet was born ;) and tho Sheh AH, The latter was pro- 
bably comprised in the Sheh of Abu T&lib. {Burkhardt's Arabia, pp, 123, 128.) 
“ On the East-side, towards the mountain, and partly on its declivity, stands tho 
quarter called 8hab Aly, adjoining the Shab el Moled : here is shown the 
venerated place of Aly’s nativity, &th these quarters called Shab (t. e„ rock,) 
are among the most ancient parts of the town, where the Korej sh formerly lived : 
they are even now inhabited principally by Sherlfe, and do not contain any shops. 
The houses are spacious and in an airy situation.** (Itlem, p, 124.) 

It was into one of these quarters of the city, ^tuated in a defile, having behind 
it tho steep ascent of the hill, and so built as to he inaccessible on all sides 
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On the first night of the first month of the seventh year of 
tlje mission, the Hhshiraites, including Mahomet and his fami- 
fy, retired into the qiiarfer of Abu Thlib, and with them fol- 
mWed also the descendants of A1 Muttalib, the brother of 
H&shim. Abu Lahab alone, instigated by his hatred of the 
prophet, went forth to the other party. Eigorously was the 
ban of separation put in force. The Hfishimites soon found 
that they were cut off from their supplies of corn and the 
necessaries of life. They were not strong enough to send forth 
a caravan of their own ; if^ parties of foreign merchants passed 
through, the Coreish instigated them to withhold their comnio- 
dWes, except at a most exorbitant price ;* the Coreish them- 
selves would sell nothing to them ; and a great scarcity neces- 
sarily ensued. No one ventured forth from the Sheb, except 
at tne season of pilgrimage, when all enmities throughout 
Arabia were hushed, and Mahomet and his party were free to 
join securely in the ceremqnies.’f' For two or three years, the 
attitude of both parties remained unaltered, and the failing 
stock of the H&shimites, replenished only by surreptitious and 
occasional supplies, reduced them to want and distress. The 
citizfem could hear the voices of the half-famished little pnes 
cjrying within the Sheb. Many hearts were softened at the 
sight of such hardships, . and regretted the hostilities which 
gave rise to them. Among these, and the i^iatives of the 
isolated families, were found some who ver^lt#^^ in spite of 
the threats of the Coreish, from time to tit4e>r4pintroduce at 
night, by ste^-lth, provisions into the ^f Abu Talib. 

Hishhm ibn Amr used to conduct a caihel laden with corn 
cautiously into the Sheb, and make over the burden to the 


except by a narrow entrance towards the city, that the H&shimites retired. These 
particulars enable us to understand the account of Hakim striking his camel to 

make it bend and enter the narrow defile, and the voices of the wail- 

ing children being heard from the parts of. the city adjoining, but divided from, 
the Sheb. 

Weil has misapprehended the meaning o|r the term Sheb, and makes it a forti- 
fied castle outside Mecca. “ Hielt es Abu Tdib fiir gerathon, ibn mit einem Theile 
dor GlUubigen aus Mekka zu entfemen, und in ein Wohlbefestigtes Scldoss zu 
bringen.” (Mohammed, p, 61.) So in his Einleituug, (p. 9.) 

* This is from Sprenger, but he does not give his authority, p, 194. 

t Wackidi p. 40. It is not clear whether this retirement was voluntary on the 
part of the H^shimites, arising from their own alarm, or was directly forced upon 
them by the throats and menaces of the Coreish. Although they did not come forth 
f^om the Sheb into the Btill, we may conceive, issue from the quar- 

ter of Abu T&lib, by clamben^np the hill, and so getting out Into the coimtry : 
but they would be unable to prwiro supplies in this way. ^ 
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hungry inmates.^ Hakim, a grandson of EhuweiJid, 
also in the habit, though sometimes exposed to peril in the 
tempt, of carrying supplies to his aunt Khadna.f ^ / 

Though the sympathies of many were called forth by the 
sufferings of the HS-shimites, the cawefvol Islam itself did not 
advance during the period of this weary |oclusion, which had 
its full and expected elFeet in cutting off the maaa of the people 
from the personal influence of Mahomet and of his converts. 
The efforts of the prophet must needs ilkfe been confined to 
the conversion of his own noble clan, who, though unbelievers 
in his mission, had resolved to defend liis person; and to the 
strengthening of his previous converts in the faith. According- 
ly, we find in the Coran at this period, directions from God to 
retire from the unbelierers', and confine his preaching to his 
near kinsmen, and to the faithful ; — 

* • • Verily they are a rebollloa® Peoiple; 

Wherefore turn Irom them, and thou shall not he blamed ; 

And admonish ; for admonition profitetb, the Believera.! 

Invoke vrith God no other god, lest ibou be of those consigned to torment ; 

And preach unto thy KeJatlves» thoi-c thut be of nearer kin ; 

And conduct thyself gently unto the Bciiovers that follow thee; 

And if they disobey thee, Hay, I am f>'(rb from that irMch tfs do. 

And put thy trust in Him that is glorious and merciful.^ 

Hisliain belonged to the Bani Lowey, but ho was a uterine brother of Fazila, 
a Hashiinite now this man used to go with a caiuel to the cbildron of 
niid Muttalib, by night, and when he approached the entrance to their quartern 

j ho would let down the nose string of the camel from its head, and 

striking it on the side, would make it enter the Sheh ; then he made over to them 
the corn wherewith it was laden,” {Hishdmly p 1 18.) 

f “ The Il^shimites remained in this position for two or three years, till they 
became helpless ; Not an article reached them, but covertly and by stealth from 
such of tlie Coroisli as were actuated by motives of propinquity. On one occasion, 
Abu Jahl met Hakim, grandson of Khuwoiled, and with him, a filavo carrying 
wheat for his aunt Khadija. Abu Jahl stopped him, and swearing at him, threa- 
tened that if he would not desist he would disgrace., him in Mecca Abul Bokh- 
tari came up and sought to quiet Abu J»hl, saying, that it was natural and right for 
Hakim to take food f'>r his aunt. Abu Jahl would not listen, but fell upon Hakim, 
who, however, got the better of him, and forced him to retire kicked and wound- 
ed.” {Hishdmi, p. 109.) 

Stories tending to the abasement of Abu Jahl arc related by the traditionlsts 
W'itb such evident zest, that they are to bo received by us w-ith caution. 

J Sura lil, 55, ^ ^ * 

§ Sura XXVI, 212. “Conduct thyself gently, ’’-^.literally, lower Oiy wings. 
i— ^ The same expression is used in Sara XV., 88 t— , 

stretch not foVth thine eyes unto the provision which W|S have given unto severikl of 

tli^, neither be covetous thereof: 

But beha\e with gentleness (hmer thu roingg,) unto the 38eliever», 

And say ; Verily, I am a plain Preacher. 

# ♦ « ♦ 

And publish that which thou art commanded, and the Idolaters. 

Verily, We shall suffice for thee against the scoffers,, thoea fotit up with God other gods ; but 

they will shortly know ; 

But do thou praise thy Lord with tlianksgiviug, and be among the Worshippers:— 

And serve thy Lord until that Beuth ( or the certainty) overtake thee. 
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_ iTie exemplary bearing of Mahomet under these trying 
circumstances, and the spirit of clanship uniting all that shut 
themselves up with Abu Thlib, no doubt secured to the pro- 
phet the general countenance of the HS-shimites^ and may 
have helped to add followers from their ranks. But the 
period of confinement contributed probably no other result. 

The pilgrimage alone afforded Mahomet a wider field. 
That interval of universal security was turned to careful ac- 
count, as well now as before the ban, in visiting and exhorting 
the various tribes that flocked to Mecca and the adjacent 
fairs. The prophet used thus to visit the assemblages at 
Okfitz, Mujanna, and Dzul Maj^z, as well as the encampments 
at Meccja and Min^. He warned them against idolatry ; 
Mvited them to the worship and service of the One God ; 
promised them not only paradise hereafter, but prosperity and 
domination upon earth, if they would believe.* But no one 
responded to his call. Abu Lahab would follow after him, saying, 
Believe him not^ he is a lying renegade /f And the tribes replied to 
Mahomet in sore and taunting words ; — thine own kindred and 
people shouldhnow thee best; wherefore, then, do they not believe and 
follow thee? So the prophet, repulsed and grieved, would look 
upwards, and thus make his complaint unto God : — Oh Lord, if 
Thou willedst, it would not he thus But the prayer seemed 
to pass unheeded. 

' ' 

We propose in conclusion to notice the qharapter of the 
Suras, about twenty in number, assignable to th0#period review- • 
ed in this paper,§ ' ^ f * 

* Hishami^p. 139 ; Wackidi^p^ 41. Tabari, p, 151. ' ' 

Wackidi mentions Mahomet’s frequenting the three fairs' stated in the text, everi/ 
year. There is some foreshadowing of the victories hf Islam in his supposed ad- 
dress^ which rather throws doubt upon his having made any promise of worldly 
domination at this time. This was the alleged drift of his preaching : “ Ye People ! 
Say, Thebe is no God but the Loed. Ye will he henefitted thereby. Ye will 
pa n the rule of all Arabia^ and of Ajam (foreign lands,) and when ye die ye will reign 
askings in Paradise.^* 

The Tribes whom he thus addressed Sre detailed both by Ilislifimi and Wacki- 
di, and include the Bani Kalb, Kinda, l^arb, Odzra, ' Kbassafa, Saasah, Ghass^m, 
Hanifa ; from the last of whicR he ia'^telated to have roceivoxl the worst rebuff 
of all • 

There would be numerous Obrisllans and Jews the fairs, though they did 
not attend the Moccun pilgriraago* 

f ** And behind him there ^Uowed a squint-eyM man, fat, having flowing locks 
on Both sides, and clothed in raiment of fine Aden stuff; and when Mahomet had 
finished his preaching, he wbhld begin to address them, saying, that this fellows 
only object was to draw th^ft$W€ty from their gods and Jinn, to his fancied revelations, 
wherefore follow him not,^ej^€r listen unto him^ And who should this be, but his 
uncle Abddl Ozza, Abif {Hishdmi, p. 1 40.) 

J Wdekidi, p, 

§ The Suras of this period arc probably as follows, (The sequence of the first 
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The new and leading feature in these chapters is the clese 
connection now springing up between Mahomet and. the 
Jewish religion. 

The Pentateuch is constantly mentioned as a Revelation 
from God to Moses. The object of the Coran i$ to attest the 
divine origin of it and of the sucoeodinf Scriptures.* Tho^ 
Scriptures contain clear evidence of the /truth pf the Corah, 
and of the mission of Mahomet.f witnesses are apr 

pealed to in proof that the New Dispeimtion is foretold in the 
Old Testament, and that the Coran is ip close conformity with 
the contents of their sacred books. , 

The confident reference which Mahomet makes to the testi- 
mony of the Jews and of their Sojdptures, is very remarkable. 
Some of that people, we may not donbt, imperfectly instructed 
perhaps in their own books and traditions, encouraged Maho- 
met in the idea that he might be, or even positively affirmed 
that he was, that Prophet whom the Lord their Ood should raise 
up unto them of their brethren. His profound veneration for the 
Jewish Scriptures, to the implicit observance of which it w^as 
believed that he had pledged himself in the Coran, would lull 
the apprehension of the Israelites, and draw them kindly 
towards him. If this man,’* they would say, “ hold firmly 
‘ by the Law and the Prophets, and seek ferveudly the gui- 
‘ dance of the God of our fathers, he will not go astray. 

‘ Perad venture, the Lord willetli through him to lead the 
‘ Heathen Arabs unto salvation. Nay ! What if (we erring 
‘ in our interpretations,) this prove the very Messiah, sprung 
* from the seed of Abraham ? In any wise let us wait, watch- 
‘ ing tlie result ; and meanwhile encourage him in the love of 
‘ the Word of God, and the seeking of His face in prayer/’ 


forty-one has been given in former papers.) 42, LXVII ; 43, LIII ; 44, XXXII. ; 
45, XXXIX. ; 46, XXXITL j 47, LXXIX. ; 48, LIV- ; 49, XXXJV, ; 50, 
XXXI. ; 51 , Lxrx."; 52. LXVIII ; 53, XLI ; .54, LXXI. ; 55, LII. ; 56, L. ; 
57, XLV. ; 58, XLIV. ; S9, XXXm ; 60, XXX, j 61, XXVI. ; 62, XV. ; 
03, LI. 

* See Suras XLVI, 12, 30 ; XXXVII, 38 ; XXXIL 24 ; X, 37, 93, ; Vl., 93, 
et passim. The Coran is described as a book sent ** to attest the preceding Scrip- 
turesJ^ So the Jews and Chrisiians (severally and together, but more espceially 
at this period, the former) are styled, “ those to whom the Scriptures have been 

given” 1*^9 &C.) It was thus th^ whole preceding Scriptures, 

the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms, and subsequently the Gospel, which Ma- 
homet continually described himself as sent to ** attest/^^* confirm,” “ fulfil.'^ 

t Sura XXVI, 195. •* The Coran is borne to in the former Scrip* 

lures,” See. * 
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All rejoiced in the Jewisli tendencies patent in his mind.* 
But some going farther bore a direct and unequivocal testi- 
mony to his mission.+ It could have been to nothing short 
of such witness that ha referred, when he said; — they unto 
whom We have given the Scripture recognize the prophet^ as they 
do their own children and — 

Verily tlii« 1» a Revelation firo«n Ute Lord of Creation ; 

^ Tlie Faithful Spirit hath descended with it * 

Upon thy heart, that thou mighteet be a Warner, 

In the tongue of simple Anthio. 

And verily it is !n the former Scriptures ; 

Was H not a Sign unto them tliat the learned among the Children of Israel recognized it ? 

And if we had revealed it to a Foreigner, 

' And he had recited it unto theofi, they hud not believed.^ 

- ' • , « • • * 

Sat ; What think ye, if this Revelation be from Gop, and yc reject it, 
and a Witnes's from amongst the Children of Israel hath witnessed unto 
the like thereof, and hath believed, and ye turn away scornfully ? Verily, 
God doth not direct the erring folk.|| 

Whether the Witness,” and other Jewish supporters of 
Mahomet were amongst his professed followers, perhaps tho 
slave-adherents of Islam ; or were casual visitors at Mecca 
from Israelitisli tribes; or finally, resident Jews at Medina 
(with the inhabitants of which city the Prophet was on the 
point of establishing friendly relations,) we cannot do more 
than conjecture. 

But whoct^er the Jewish friends of Mahomet may have 
been, it is evident that amongst them were men pos^^sing a 
knowledge — rude and imperfect perhaps, but compi^hensive— 
of the outlines of Jewish history and tradition ; a„i^ that these 
supplied the material for the Scriptural stories/Vhicli, dis- 
torted by rabbinical fable, and embellished or parodied by 
tlie prophet’s fancy, begin to form a chief porriou of the 
Coran. The mixture of truth and fiction, of grapliic ima- 
gery and of childish inanity, the repetition over and again 
of the same tale in stereotyped expressions, and the elaborate, 
and too patent effort to strike an analogy between liimself and 
the former prophets, by patting the speech of his own day 
into their lips and those of their pretended opposers, surprise 
and at last fatigue the patient leader of the Coran. 

♦ Those unto whom we have given the B6ok rejoice for that which hath been 
revealed unto thee.” {Sura XIIL, 39.) 

t See Saras XXXIV, 6 ; X, 93 ; VL, U; XXVHL, 53; XVII., 102, 108 ; 
XIII, 45. 

t Or ‘‘recognize the Coran.” {Sura F/., 20.) 

§ Sura XXVI., 191—198. 

II Sura XLVI, 10, “ wwto'v ifAe like thereof that is to its coiifonnity with the 
Old Testament. * 
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For those who have not studied the revelation of Maliomet, 
the following examples may be requii^d to illustrate onr 
meaning : 

God created Adam of clay. The angels were commanded 
to fall down and worship him.* The devil, alleging his nobler 
formation of fire, refused, and so felLf When sentenced, he 
threatened God that he would seduce Ilk new-created subject ; 
and, in tempting him to eat of the forbidden tree, he fulfilled 
his threat.^ To the facts of Abelk history, is added the Jewish 
fiction, that God, by sending a raven to scratch the earth, indi- 
cated to Cain that the corpse should be buried under ground. § 
But it would be a vain and unprofitable task to follow Maho- 
met through his labyrinth of truth, discrepancy, and fiction,*— 
his talcfs of Abraham, who brake the idols of his people, and 
miraculously escaped the fire into which the Tyrant cast him :1| 

• Compare Ps. xcvii. 7. Hebrews i. 6. “ When be bringeth tlio first-born into 
the world, he saith, and lot all the angels of God worship him/* 

t “ Hia Ministers a flaming fire/* (Ps. civ, 4., Heb. i, 7.) 

J Sura II., 11-— 26, XX., 313; XXXVIil., 70. The first of these passages may 
be quoted as a fair specimen of the Scripture— legendary style. 

And vorily We created you, then fashiofied you, then We said unto the Angels, Fall down and 
[worship Adam; and they worshipped all, excepting £blis, who was not of the worshippers;— 
He said, What hiadernth thee that thou worshtpjtest not when, I command thee? he answered, 
[/ am better than he^ Thou createdst me oj' Fire, and Thou createdit him of clay ; 

Ho said, Get thee down from Heaven ; it shall not be gtven thee to behave arrogantly therein} 
[get the hence, verily,, thou eltalt be amongst the Despicable 
He said, Jtesplte ine unto the Day when (nil) shaU be raised. 

He said, Verily, thou art of the number respited. 

He said, Now, for that Thou hast caused me to fall, I will lie in wait for themin the straight 

[path ; 

Then T will fall upon them from before and from behind, and from their right Jmnd and 
[from their left, and Thou shalt not find the most part of them thankful. 

He said, Depart from hence, despised and driven ojl': for (hose of them that shall follow thee, 

['•^verily, I will Jill hell with you together ! 

And thou, Adam, d?vell thou and thy Wife in Paradise, and eat from whatever quarter ye 
[will, bat approach not this Tree, lest ye become oj' the number oJ' the Transgressors I 
And the Devil tempted them botli that he might discover that wliich was hidden from them of their 

(Nakedness ; 

And ho said, Your Lord hath only forbidden yoxi this Tree, lest ye should become Angels, Or 

[become Immortal, 

Asid ho swore unto them, Verily, I am unto you one that counselleth good* 

And he misled them by ambitious Desiro; and when they had tasted of the Tree, their Naked- 
[ness appeared unto thorn, and they began to sew together upon themselves the leaves of 

[Paradise. 

And their Lord called unto them, What / did I not forbid you thu Tree, and say unto you 

[that Satan was your manij'est Enemy ? 

They said, Oh, our Lord t We have Injured our own Souls, and if Thou forgivest us not, 
[and art not merciful unto us, we shall be numbered amongst the Damned, 

He said, ye down, the one of you an Enemy to the other ; and there shall be unto you on 
[the Earth an habitation and a provision for a. season: 

He said, Therein shall ye live, and therein shall ye die, and from thence shall ye be takm 

■ ^ [forth. 

The expression penultimate verse seems to be taken from Genesis ill. 1<5. ** Andl will put 
enmity,” &c. 

§ Sura V., 33. Cuf Geigers Was hat Maliommed ana Judentlmme,p, 103, where 
he quotes K. Elieser, Itap, 21, for the Jewish tradition to the same effect. But 
in Jewish tradition the raven shows the mode of burial to Adam^ in the Coran to 
Caiiiy the murderer. 

({ Sura XXL, 52, &c. See the quotations from the Jewish Commentator Kabbah, 
of similar legends, in Geiger, (p, 124.) 
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of the angers visit, when “ Sarah laughed” at the promise of a 
son, and the Patriarch vainly pleading for Sodom, was told 
that though Lot would be saved, his wife was predestined to 
destruction of Abraham’s sacrifice of his son being ransomed 
by “ a noble victim ;”t of Joseph, in envy of whose beauty 
the Egyptian ladies cut their hands with knives;! of Jacob, 
who when the gpraent of Joseph was cast over him by the 
messengers from Egypt, recovered his long lost sight of 
Mount Sinai held over the terrified Israelites to force their 
acceptance of the law ; of the seventy, who, when upon the 
same mount struck dead, were quickened to life again ;|| of 
David, whom the mountains joined in singing the praises of 
God; and of Solomon, for whose gigantic works the genii 
were forced to labour at his bidding ; of the genii, who 
brought the throne of the Queen of Sheba to Solomon in “ the 
twinkling of an eye,” and of the lap-wing that flew to her 
with the royal summons of the Jews who broke the Sab- 
bath, and were changed into apes.** Some points in the sacred 
history are the subject of special amplification and frequent 
rehearsal. Such are the favourite topics of the history of 
Moses, the catastrophe of the flood, and the overthrow of 
Sodom, through which the Arabian prophet would deal forth 
exhortation and warning to the Meccans, and to which he is 
ever recurring with a wearisome reiteration. The reader who 
has patience and interest sufficient for the tedious detail, will 
gain the best conception of it from the Coran itself. If a 
specimen be desired, the history of Moses in Suras XX. and 
XXVIII. will give a fair idea of the rest. 

To acquire so minute a knowledge of considerable portions 
of the Jewish Scriptures, to assimilate these to his former ma- 
terials, and to work them up into the elaborate and often 
extensively rhythmical Suras, which begin now to extend to a 
considerable length, it was necessary to devote much time and 

* Sura XI., 69 ; XV.. 50. XXVII., 58, &c. 

t XXXVII, 84. Which son is not specified in the Coran. 

1 Sara XII. Mahomet makes Joseph to have been inclined towards ]J|^tiphar’s 
wife, and only saved from impending sin by a Divine interposition, (Sura XII, 
25.) So the Rabbin Jochanan, (Geiger, p. 142.) The ladies’ cutting their hands is 
also mentioned in the Sepher Hayyashar. (t6idf.) 

§ Sura XII., 93-96. 

IJ Sura II., 55, 63, 93 ; IV., 153. ; VII., 172. For the analogous rabbinical 
legend, see Geiger, p, 165. 

H Sura XXVIL, 16-45 ; XXXIV., 10—14; XXXVIII, 18, 42. For the 
Jewish legends of similar nature, see Geiger, pp. 1 85— 187* * * § 

♦♦ Sura VII., 164. 
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careful study. The revelation is no longer the spontaneous 
and impassioned eloquence of a burning Faith, but the tame 
and laboured result of ordinary composition. For this end 
many a midnight hour must have been stolen from sleep, — 
though ostensibly devoted to prayer and recitation of GodV 
word. To such employment may we attribute such references 
as this— — 

Oh thou that art wrapped «p1 
Arise diiring the Night, excepting a small porticm fhereoi^. 

A Half of it, or diminish therefrom a little. 

Or increase therefrom. And recite the Coran with well measured recitation. 

Verily, We shall inspire thee with weighty words 
Verily, the hours of Night are the best for ferrent Maceration, and distinct ITtterance. 

Truly by Day thou hast a protracted Labour. 

And commemorate the name of tliy Lord, and consecrate thyself solely unto Him.'* 

It is possible that the convictions of Mahomet may have 
become so blended with his grand object and course of action, 
that the very study of the Coran and effort to compose it, were 
regarded as his best season of devotion. But the surreptitious 
manner in which he availed himself of Jewish information, 
producing the I’esult, not only as original, but as evidence of 
znspiratlonjf begins to prove an active, though it may have 
been unconscious, dissimulation and course of falsehood, to bo 
justified only by the miserable apology of a pious end. 

U p to this period there is hardly any mention of the Christian 
Scriptures. The sources of available teaching regarding them 
were probably as yet imperfect. 


♦ Sura'LXXIIL, 1-7. 

t See Sura XXXVIII , 70. The story of man’s creation, and the fall of Satan, 
is thus prefaced ; I had no knowledge regarding the Heavenly Chiefs when they 
disputed ; verily, it hath been revealed unto me for no other purpose than (to prove) 
that I am a public Preacher.'* So Sura XXVIII., 45—47, regarding the story 
of Moses at the Mount. Also XII., 102 ; after relating the history of Joseph, bo 
adds, “ This is one of the secret histories, which we have revealed unto thee; thou 
was not present with them,” 
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Art. IV. — 1. Annual Reports of the Parental Academic 

Institution and Doveton College, Calcutta, 

2. Proceedings of a Meeting held in May, 1854, to establish a 

Doveton College at Madras. 

3. Calcutta Christian Observer for March and June, 1855. 

4. Histoi'y of me High School of Edinburgh, by W. Steven, 
D. D. 18*49. 

5. Report of the Calcutta Young Ladies Institution, 1855. 

Literature, like history, of which it is the correlative, 
seems in its manifestations to revolve in certain cycles, and to 
reproduce itself in the same manner as, though in a different 
dress from, that in which, at a previous period, it appeared. 
Without allowing ihci Development Theory ofOken and the author 
of the Vestiges of the Natural History of the Creation, or the Posi- 
tive Philosophy of Auguste Comte, and his English admirers, 
Mr. Lewes and Miss Martineau, we may grant a certain substra- 
tum of truth on which they are based : and hence the danger 
that arises from the promulgation of th^ir opinions among 
the more uneducated classes. The old heliefs and intel- 
lectual strivings of the philosophy of antiquity, are repro- 
duced in the same natural order, in those of the middle ages and 
of modern times. Occupied at first, with the investigations 
into the prima materies of the world, and the origin of the 
universal all, the struggling mind gains a notion of the infinite 
and unlimited^ and with Socrates, passes to the higher stage of 
considering man and his consciousness as the great object of 
all thought. Soon the three grqat postulates of God, the world 
and mm, contest for undisputed superiority in the wide field of 
speculative philosophy, as mysticism, sensationalism and idealism 
respectively. Disgusted with the dogmatic assertions of truth 
sought and found in all, the considering or partial, and soon the 
absolute or permanent sceptic arises, who establishes the exis- 
tence of a universal doubt. At this stage, independent truth-seek- 
ing and truth-loving cease, and a race of philosophical leeches 
arises, who, as in the schools of Alexandria and Rhodes, suck out 
from each system the amount of truth that it is supposed to con- 
tain, and settle down in ease with it, as Critics, as Reviewers, as, 
in a word, Eclectics, Unity is thus the great point to which 
thought and its manifestations tend, and that being reached, the 
soul rests satisfied with a slavish subjection to the past, treasures 
up its associations, records its doings, and lives for it alone. 

To what an extent do we see this proved by the present 
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stage of our own literary history. In the 1 5th century the 
world seemed to begin its intellectual discipline anew, and 
in the person of Bacon, who was essentially its Thales, and of 
Descartes, its Anaxagoras, it started afresh in the search after 
truth. The old beliefs were, with a solemn ridicule, buried 
with the monks who trusted them ; the old method, which was 
exclusively analytic, was abolished, the ‘ queen^pf the sciences ’ 
was freed from her slavery to the church, and the reign of 
free and independent originality began — a reign of positive 
Protestantism, in which every a^t and thought and wish was 
directed against the absolute infallibility of a church, that 
forbade its followers to be idealists, lest the doctrine of Tran- 
substantiation should be disproved. The intellectual history 
of the period, from Bacon to Reid, has been one of culminating 
splendour ; from Reid to Cousin, one of Alexandrian unitizing. 
Then there was positive Protestantism in all things, now there 
is negative Protestantism, which is a contradiction in terms ; 
then there was a fresh originality, like the first harvest from 
a virgin field, now there is a reproduction of mental crops from 
secondary soils. Then learning was massive, grand and dignified, 
now it is shallow, superficial and vulgar : then it dwelt in the 
exalted regions of lofty souls, diffusing its blessing in dews 
ever invigorating and pure ; now it has come down to dwell on 
a defiled eartlf, which has soiled its pure garments, has robbed 
it of its majestic sublimity, and has made it as wide-diffused and 
therefore shallow, as it was formerly confined and therefore 
weighty and deep. The Alexandrian days of unity and com- 
parison and eclecticism are coming back again, and, were it 
not for Louis Tsapoleon, the schools of Paris and the devotees 
of Victor Cousin would deluge the world with criticism on 
former ages, since they see nothing in these days worth 
criticising. 

We have not to go far for evidences of this spirit and of the 
extent of its development. We do not object to it as wrong, 
for it is simply the great and uniform law of intellectual pro- 
gress. From the clouds to earth, from high to low, from 
few to many, from massive, though confined weight, to 
shallow, though wide-spread superficiality, this is the great 
rule of the soul, and her manifestations. Originality becomes 
the food of plagiarism, great thoughts theinspirers of criticism, 
grand events the establishers of newspapers, an extended 
education the provoker of inquiry, an increasing number 
of facts the necessitator of Dictionaries and EncyclopmdiaSy 
and an increasing number of books, the source of Meviews. 
To the flood of non-originality that has deluged the 
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land, the only mighty barrier that has been opposed is the 
mind of the modern Aristotle,— Sir William Hamilton. This 
natural and uniform tendency of literature is manifested, too, 
in another direction. As a great book was formerly the work 
of a life-time, so now the amount of thought contained in 
it is sub-divided into numberless little ones, and, not content 
w^th this, collections of such little hrocliures are made and given 
forth to the world with all the puffery of a pushing publisher. 
Such men as book-writers no longer exist, save in some far- 
off world, that the telescopic eye of the Reviewer has not yet 
lighted on. All are now book-makers, compilers, critics, any- 
thing but thinkers. 

But not merely is the unitizing spirit manifested in literature 
by authors collecting their scattered pamphlets, but by others 
writing their own Autobiographies. Whether it be William 
Jerdan or James Silk Buchingham, whether Leigh Hunt or 
William Hazlitt, all are alike void of anything purely original 
or intellectual — many void of common sense, or delicacy of 
sentiment. They are little men who do so, for great men never 
write Autobiographies ; every Johnson having his Boswell, 
every Scott his Lockhart. They are men who are afraid 
that nobody else will write their lives, for nobody else thinks 
them worth being recorded, and so they must needs turn a penny 
just now, and hope that posterity will appreciate Item for what 
their contemporaries felt had no existence. 

At certain stages of the history of lilerature, a historical 
mania seems to seize authors, and the only materials that are 
given forth, are those of a previous age. Mystic supernatura- 
lism gives way to eager speculation as to causes ; that is fol- 
lowed by generalization on a large scale, and the positive fixing 
of what seem to be natural laws, and that succeeded by a 
purely conservative age, which looks back on the past, and 
collects its scattered remnants to hand down to the future. 
Such seems in many respects to be ours. Like the phoenix, we 
are getting old, and yet the nearer we approach dissolution, the 
more hope there is of the speedy birth of a new, fresh and 
independent existence. Clinging firmly to the past, we still 
hold on to the future. We would be conservatives, but yet the 
great words of the world’s march force us to be ever moving. 
Many an old institution that has gathered around it the hoary 
associations of antiquity, still calls for our reverence and love ; 
and so we sit down to write its history, and all about its conduc- 
tors and its results. And if, more especially, such an institution has 
in it the elements of its own reformation, so that it keeps itself 
abreast of the advancing age, and even has a tendency to pro- 
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mote its advance, then is our love for it not merely that of 
the antiquary for his tumulus, but that of the hero for his friend, 
whom he sees ever advancing in all the virtues that fofm a per- 
fect knight. And how much is this affection increased, and 
of how pure a character is it in the ease of a public school ! 
That is the first world on which a man enters. It is to the boy 
all that the world is to the man, save only responsibility, care and 
anxiety for the future. It is there that the first friendships are 
formed, there that the social affections are developed in all their 
extent, there that the soul comes out from the mists of infantile 
ignorance and isolation, there that each learns his own place, and 
the relation in which he stands to his fellows, there that 
defects are supplemented and excrescences pruned off, and 
there that the boy feels to its full extent the joyousness of pure 
energy, pure life, pure animal spirits, in all their intensity 
and quickening power. It is there, too, as mere animalism 
gives way to rational power, and the buy feels stealing over 
him an undefinable something, higher than the games of the 
play-ground, or the excursions of tlie holiday can give, that 
there is felt the purest of al! delighta^rin the grappling uf 
a virgin intellect with a massive thought, in the reaching some 
little height of ethical disinterestedness, from which he can look 
down on the grovelling world below, in the moral appreciation 
for the first time of some scene or being of beauty and grandeur, 
tliat inspires emotions of a sweeter kind than he has ever 
before experienced. We believe that it is in this that the hearty 
delight with which we look back on school-boy days, chiefly con- 
sists. To energize is a glorious thing, — to energize not in 
this way or that, but simply to revel in the full consciousness 
of life, of power, of young sanguine strength. To feel as the 
infant Herakles in his cradle, a consciousness of delightful 
power. None feel this like the boy, and nowhere does he feek 
it so much as at school. There he energizes for himself alone, 
he is for the moment free, absolutely independent of every one. 
But when he enters the world, it is to serve others, and he feels 
the heavy yoke, and he longs for the happy days, when he had 
no care, and all was his own, at least for some hours every day. 
This, we say, combined with the pleasure arising from tlie 
first day-break of thought, and emotion, and beauty on the soul, 
gives to school-associations all their delight, often not surpassed 
by that of “ sweet home.” 

The Briton in India is in a position to judge of this, and 
to feel it more than any other, especially if he has been 
educated at any of the great schools of Britain. There 
is an €$prit-de-corps about a public school, that nothing 
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in after-life can give ; and as the sons of Eton, or Rugby, 
or Harrow, or Winchester, or Edinburgh, meet each other 
on the shores of India, how they love to recal the good old 
days, to fight all their battles, to play all their tricks, to tell all 
their stories o’er again ! How true it is, that we live in circles 
that widen and widen till they embrace a wide world ! We 
have “ our ain fireside” and the dear faces around it, and wider 
than this we have the cord of school-fellowship, and wider 
still that of township and locality, and wider still that of 
tribe, and wider still that of nation, until the cord of world- 
citizenship links us all with the great Son of Man, who was 
made of a woman, and yet was Himself God of very God. 
And the narrower these circles are, the dearer their associa- 
tions. To have been at the same school is ever dearer than 
to have sat in the same church, or to have been born in the 
same village. 

And so we rejoice when histories of Public Institutions, and 
especially of large schools and colleges, are written. Such have 
been increasing of late, and full they are to the rising genera- 
tion of lessons of wisclora, of incitements to new aspirations, to 
fresh energy. To sit on the same forms on which the great and 
good have sat, to look on the same walls, and to be moulded by 
the same circumstances, as those that contributed to develope, if 
not to form genius, to be trained by the same methods that have 
raised men to high power and eminence, is a great thing even 
for a youth. He can feel and understand this, as the associa- 
tions of the past and the memories of heroes who have gone, 
come trooping down upon his soul, and almost cast their mantle 
upon him and beckon him to follow them. The present writer 
has felt this as he has sat in the halls of the great High School 
of the Modern Athens, and in youthful fancy has seen judges and 
^statesmen, and warriors and scholars come crowding past. There 
went the Poet Drummond and the Lord Chancellor Erskiiie, 
and the gallant Sir John Hope, and the Geologist Hutton, and 
Mount Stuart Elphinstone, and the antique-loving Scott and 
Horner, and Jeffrey and Sandford,and Brougham audCockburn, 
and many others whom time w'ould fail to tell of. To sit in St. 
Paul’s School, London, and feel the spirit of the young Milton, 
is a great thing ; or to think of the bye-gone days, when such a 
group as ^wper and Thurlow, Hastings and Impey, sat on 
the forms of Westminster, and Vincent Bourne indolently criti- 
cised the Latin verses of his youthful charge. Such works then, 
as Stevens' History of the High School ^ Qunning's Remind 
scences of Cambridge, the Life of Arnold, and better than all, the 
admirable Report of Professor Menzies of Twenty-one Years' 
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Experience of the Eick Bequest for elevating the character 
and position of the Parochial Schools and Sehool^masters in 
the Counties of Aberdeen^ Banff and Moray ^ are**of immense 
service, not merely as contributing to that desideratum of M- 
terature, the history of education, as a science and an art, but 
as seeming to illustrate many of the laws that regulate the de- 
velopment of genius and the production of great men. 

So far as the history of separate educatiomvl efforts has been 
written, there has not been enough of variety, not a sufficiently 
wide induction from which to form those Jaws that now uni- 
versally are recognised as its leading .principles. Cousin has 
written very fully on the education of France and Prussia; and 
that of England and the United States has been elucidated 
in foftnal and authoritative reports, and also in private works 
on the subject. But there is a wide held in which education 
has been at work — painfully it is true — but still at work for 
many years, and in whicb many interesting features are to be 
found. Education in the Colonies is a great fact, and educa- 
tion in India greater stiil. You have here certain great defi- 
nite principles introduced into a new set of circumstances, and 
gradually modified or improved to meet tixisting wants. The 
question is full of interest to the educationist — whether practi- 
cal or speculative — what are these modifications, and are 
they really improvements ? We cannot here enter into so vast 
a subject as this, a worthy account of which has never yet been 
given, beyond the historical facts of the establishment of cer- 
tain colleges, at a certain time, and now pursuing certain stu- 
dies. 'I’his may be fully found in Mr, Kerr's Review of Public 
Instruction in the Bengal Presidency, and in the various reports 
of Government schools and colleges annually issued. 

We have thus a great body of educational truths ready 
for application in two ways. First, to the natives of India^^ 
foreigners to us, Hindoos, a race speaking Sanscrit dia- 
lects, and having all the ancient physical beliefs of the 
time of Thales and Pythagoras. Second, to a large body 
of Christian-born, English-speaking, home-loving men, who 
form a distinct community by themselves, under the name 
of East-Indians, a class that shades off on the one hand 
into the pure white-faced European, and on the other into 
the pure native Bengali. The limits are mdefinii||iand hence 
we have in the class a large body of men of the higWst as well 
as of the lowest attainments, of the noblest as well as of the 
meanest characters. The education imparted to them we may 
call Christian education, meaning the education of a professedly 
Christian community, while the term Missionary education 

p p 
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may be appropriately applied to that instruction, based on 
Christian principle and pervaded by Christian truth, which 
is imparted rin certain Missionary Institutions to the indi- 
genous inhabitants of the country. It is with this Christian 
class, and only with one institution established by them, 
that we have at present to do. We would merely make 
the one general remark that, compared with the efforts 
put forth by Government for the successful establishment of a 
thorough system of native education, the resident Christian Com- 
munity has been neglected. This we do not much regret — as 
the truth of the axiom, that “ they are best helped who help 
themselves,” is nowhere so clearly seen as among them. Self- 
dependende, common sense, simplicity, these are the three great 
lessons which, morally viewed, every plan of education ou^ht to 
teach them. We take up the Parental Academic Institution 
and Doveton College, not merely because it is a representative 
of those to which the education of the community is most 
largely entrusted, but because it was established by themselves, 
without external aid, has been all along conducted by them, has 
passed through many strange vicissitudes, has been associated 
with the name of at least one great and good man, and has at 
last received an outward permanency, that bids fair to keep it in 
a state of flourishing life for many years to come. It has develop- 
ed itself amid many strange obstacles, unaided by aught save the 
liberality of the Community for whom it was established, and it 
has from time to time sent forth many men of comparatively 
great attainments, who have done no discredit to the education 
received within its walls. If then, as we have* seen, the study 
of an educational institution is interesting, and full of the 
most important lessons, it must be doubly so in India, when 
educating such a community in such circumstances. 

To the philanthropic eye there is something attractive in the 
prospect of a glorious Continent like lildia, having brought 
to bear upon it all the appliances of modern thought and civi- 
lisation. To be the first, or one of the first band, to plant the seeds 
of Western literature in so strange and virgin a soil, and to 
watch and nurse their slow growth in a climate to which they 
are by no means indigenous, is an honour, attended at the same 
time by a labour, which is unsympathised with and unappre- 
ciated, andH^'hich only a few noble souls would voluntarily un- 
dergo. To plant oneself in the present, surrounded as it is by all 
the obstacles that opposition, rivalry, misrepresentation, and a 
low state of morality can heap up, and yet to work on with acalm 
trustful faith in the Being who sees in secret and rewards open- 
ly, in the means and appliances used to elevate the degraded. 
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and in the hope of a bright future, when the mists that now 
encircle you shall clear away before the bright beams of a 
manly morality, a high intelligence and a pure spirituality-*- 
this is to be a moral hero of the highest kind, this is to do 
God’s work indeed, in a land that has hitherto been the very 
fortress of the devil. The present is dark, and affords little 
hope for the anxious civiliser, on which lie may jfeed, and which 
may call forth new energy and wisdom; but just principles and 
plans of action will gradually work out a state of things, more 
like the creation of the poet’s fancy, than the reality of actual 
life. And how grand to watch success, as it comes on slowly, 
but surely ; or if at lirst it comes not at all, to feel that you 
have laid tlie basis on which it can afterwards be built, and 
that to your successor is handed down the elements at least 
of that which did not attend your own work. In the darkness 
of the stormy night of ignorance, to long for the dawn, to wait 
for the morning, to strain the eye, that it may catch the first 
streaks of rosy-fingered morn, as she enters on the scene, and 
lights up all with life and beauty and glory — this has been the 
fate of many a one in some out-tower of civilisation, where, un^ 
known and unappreciated, he has wrought nobly the work of 
the Lord, whether as missionary-teacher, or teacher-missionary. 
There have been many such in India, who have long resolutely 
bidden defiance to the assaults of ignorance, but have at last 
yielded to a destiny that denied them the success for which they 
had laboured and prayed, and waited, though it granted it to 
those who followed. One soweth and another reapeth.” 

It was the attraction of disinterested work like this, that had 
such a charm for the simple philosophical mind of Berkeley. 
Though the associate and friend of such men as Malebranche, 
Clarke, Swift and Pope, though on intimate terms with all the 
learned men of the days of Queen Anne and George L, though 
enjoying the Deanery of Derry with £1,100 a year, though the 
companion of nobles, in whose society he had travelled all over 
Europe, and though fitted by nature, education and position, to 
enjoy and add to the refinements of a civilised if not a luxu- 
rious and learned life, he yet voluntarily wished to abandon 
all these, that he might train up the “ Savages of America” in 
the learning of the English universities, and in the beliefs of 
the English Church. The Dean left his living, m published 
and he spoke, and he travelled, until by hts rare disinterested 
enthusiasm, he induced three fellows of Trinity College, Dublin, 
for £40 a year, to take part in his scheme, while he, with all Ids 
hopes of preferment, had but £100. There is much that is not 
only interesting but instructive, in his published Scheme for 
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converting the Savage Americans to Christianity, hy a College 
to be erected in the Summer Islands, otherwise called the Isles 
of Bermuda* The King and the Court were interested, the 
Comnions voted a Charter for the new college, and a grant of 
lands and money, and only the crooked policy of Sir Robert 
Walpole afterwards prevented the scheme from being fully 
carried out. The enthusiastic philosopher went out, with all 
the requirements for the new college. Much of his private for- 
tune had been expended on the scheme, large subscriptions 
had been got np from private parties, and with all this ready 
money, he settled at]Newport,in Rhode Island, where he resumed 
has pastoral work, until the lands should be made over. But 
this was not done. W alpole had cheated Berkeley ; the grant 
was diverted into another channel, and St. Paul’s College never 
established. The Dean had to return; he distributed his library 
among the clergy of Rhode Island, gave back the subscrip- 
tions, and saw all his dreams of a glorious future for the aborigines 
and the settlers of America pass away. The good philosopher 
ever continued to look friendlily on his scheme, and from his 
personal knowledge afterwards rendered much assistance in the 
efforts put forth for a similar purpose by the Propagation Society. 
He saw, what the time-serving politicians and ecclesiastics of that 
day could not understand, that the great America "was soon 
destined to be the home of nations, that it contained in its 
mighty womb the seeds of an expansion, the extent and the in^ 
fluence of which no man could compute. Already the cluster 
of stars that floats on her banner was before his imagination, 
already her rude prairies had become the home of civilisation, 
already her woods had been cut down, brer jungles cleared, 
and her hunting fields become the abode of the mauuiacturer 
and the source of w^ealth to the honest farmer. Where glori- 
ous rivers rolled down their waters, he saw the city and the 
hamlet, ships of all nations filling her ports, a busy God-fearing 
population, churches rearing their spires to heaven, and colleges 
greater than even his own Bermuda offspring, sending forth 
the wise, the learned and the holy of the land. All this Ber- 
keley saw : and he saw slavery too not in the future, but as it 
then was in British homes, and he heard the lash fall keenly 
on the Negro’s back, and the groan escape his quivering 
lips, and the look of imploring agony to the Lord who 
gives liberty to the itoptive. He hoped too that planters them- 
selves would be Christianised, “ that their slaves would only 
become better slaves by being Christians,” and that the red 
man would not fly before civilisation, but become himself civi- 
lised, He hoped that he might have the honour of laying 
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the fouiulation of the grand futnre that passed before Ids dis- 
interested eye. But it was not so, and be returned to bis disputa- 
tions with Clarke, at the court of the philosophic Queen Caro- 
line, and to the literary friendship of Sherlock. The good man 
became bishop of Cloyne, and did for his diocese what few 
bishops have done before or since, and what, had all gone well, 
he would have done for the rising colonies of America. 

It is with some such feelings that the philanthropist looks 
at the result of the introduction of education into India, upon 
the future of its natives, and those who have permanently taken 
up their abode aoiong tliem. There is an immense difference 
between labouring in a land that seems filled up, and incapable 
of further development, and one that every year improves, that 
every true honest effort elevates. In ihe former case, there is 
no room for new ideas, no occasions on which suggestive 
thoughts may arise, no hope of a laborious effort and of a grand 
success, that shall more than reward all the labour. In the 
latter, the work-man feels that not a word passes without its 
influence, not an effort is put forth that does not bring in 
fruit that is worth longing, and living, and labouring 
for. There is hope to gild every prospect with pleasure, faith 
to give new strength to tlie doubting heart. There is the 
pleasure of revelling in pure disinterested hard work, the obsti- 
nacy of doing good, in tlie face of diminished physical powers 
unequal to the conflict. There is the intensity of philanthropy 
that raises a man far above all his compeers, and makes him, if 
not to despise, at least to feel indifferent to^ their o]>position or 
their approval. There is something of the ecstacy that the 
Apostle John felt, when in the spirit he stood in glory and wept, 
because there was no one to open the seven-sealed book, until 
the “ Lion of the tribe of Judah” prevailed, and as each seal 
was broken, there burst on his astonished gaze successive scenes 
of glory, terror and praise. There is the weeping of the earnest 
soul in India, as, ever and anon, obstacles troop in upon the 
doubting heart, but soon a door is opened in heaven, and suc- 
cess comes, and hope is imparted, and a faith tlmt will wrestle 
till the day of a heavenly eternity breaks. 

There may be much then, in the history of an institution, 
like the Parental Academy, when viewed in such a light, to 
suggest thoughts of India’s future, of the present state of the 
community for whom it was established,^nd of what it may 
yet be, under the influence of an educaimn that teaches not 
merely scholarship, but the very first elements of character — 
self-dependence, accuracy, common-sense, high manliness, and 
tlie “ fear of the Lord, which is the beginning of knowledge.” 
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Tlie East Indian community may be said to date its origin from 
the first introduction of Europeans as settlers or temporary 
residents into the country. At first they were exclusively a 
“mixture of nationalities** — on the one side Hindu — on the 
other Portuguese, Dutch, French or English. According to the 
localities in which these chiefly settled, it was to be expected 
that they should, to the same extent, vary in character, and 
should be, virtually, Portuguese, Dutch, French or English 
still. The Portuguese element being the first that was intro- 
duced, and chiefly on the west coast of India, was the first to 
pass away, by successive shadings, into the purely native cha- 
racter. The Dutch, on the contrary, being made of sterner stuff*, 
laid the foundation of many very good families, who still 
endure and are an honour to their class. But in number they 
are as few as they are honourable. The French, physically 
inferior to them and morally lower, have left but a slight 
impression behind them, an impression as superficial as are their 
morality and intellectualism. Fading, passing away, empresse^ 
and intense for the moment, and then gone for ever. Dupleix, 
with his “ City of Victory,*’ is a good “ representative 
man” of the class — with all their brilliancy, genius and mo- 
mentary enthusiasm. Much larger in numbers, and made of 
more enduring stuff, are the descendants of the pure English, 
who, from the days of Clive and Hastings, down to the time of 
Bentinck, had too little morality and too many temptations to 
wrong. As it is, they have left behind them a race of fine true 
men, who Imve taken the very head of their class, who have, 
as uncovenanted servants, often excelled many of their more 
favoured superiors, and who now bid fair to form the stuff* and 
metal from which the future secondary civilisers of India shall 
spring. The tendency of these various nationalities has been 
most beautifully exhibited on so wide a stage as India. The 
Portuguese are no more, save as monks and grave-diggers ; 
the French are not, even in the third generation ; the Dutch 
retain their own characteristics, and are as long-lived here 
as in Holland, for, after all, Bengal is but another swampy sea- 
threatened land like it ; and the English have still much of the 
Jolin-Bullism about them, that makes them really the best 
servants that the Government has. 

Nowhere have we seen this so well illustrated as in the 
ilistrict of which tl^ old Cossimbazar is the centre. Passing 
through the oriental arches, and by the many-minaretted 
mosques, that make Moorshedabad the most Cairo-like of 
cities in Bengal, you come upon the place where of old 
the great Hastings lived, and upon which Surajah Dou- 
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lah so often wistfully cast lus eye. Here is the old channel 
in which the Bhagar^ti flowed, marked out by the 
hunds on each side. There the Church-yard, where the 
first Governor-General laid his first wife, and where many an 
old Indian sleeps his last sleep. There thet remains of the old 
filiatures, that gave a name to the looms of Cossimbazar, far 
above those of Sericana or Italy. The^re the very roads yet 
remain, on which the “ writers” walked, and the whole 

f )lace requires but a slight effort ei cover it with the 

ife and animation that if^ossessed, ere Plassey was fought, or 
Berharapore founded. How all these remains of ancient 
glory testify to the enduring greatness of the people who 
raised them, when contrasted with the remnants of other nations, 
who shared in the lucrative trade of the place. Tall square- 
built monuments testify to the rupee-hunting existence of the 
Dutch Herklots and Van Zandyks, who lie here far from 
the canals of Amsterdam or the swamps of Bies-bosch. But 
you have to search long ere you find the remains of the 
French, who struggled here for the supremacy of the trade, or 
the Portuguese, whose only relic is the foundation of their old 
Church, and an old gardener, who speaks no longer the lan- 
guage of his ancestors, but as you in his Bengali-like hut, 
tells you in Hindustani the story of his early life, of his musi- 
cal eclucation, of his position as band-master inj^^the neighbour- 
ing Rajbarri, and of the pension that he now enjoys at the 
hands of his native master. The modern Cossimbazar is 
indeed a visible testimony to the nature of the civilisation and 
of the people, that the various nations who have striven for 
mastery in India, have left behind them. 

Conceive then the descendants of these, and especially the 
two latter classes, subject to the domineering power of the Catho- 
lic church, speaking a lingua franca worse than that of the plan- 
tation negroes of America, neither Portuguese nor Bengalis, nor 
Dutch nor French, nor English, but a compound of the worst 
elements of all ; — and you will have an idea of the class of semi- 
Christians, who were, to a large extent, thrown upon early 
Anglo-Indian Society, by those who disowned and were asham- 
ed of them. Yearly they increased in numbers, yearly they 
degenerated physically and morally, if, indeed, they had ever 
had any moral stand-point at all. None cared for such, and 
the consequence was that, as a class, they #ared not for them- 
selves. In such a state were they, when in 1 768 — just one year 
after Plassey, when the old fortifications of Calcutta were re- 
newed, and all was in confusion, fear and disorder, John Kiet- 
nander, the first Protestant Missionary to Bengal, arrived. 
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A true MissioDary he was, who laid, before he came, no very 
definite plans of action, but resolved to adapt the great truths of 
Christianity to the set of circumstances in which he should be 
placed, and the channels through which they must flow to the 
various hearts that he should come into contact with. Hence 
his labours were at once evangelistic and educational, and not 
the least important of them was the latter. He was the first who 
did anything for the class of ^,hich we have spoken, and who, 
following up his life in the Carnatic, and the example of his 
brethren of Tranquebar and Madura, made at first more 
numerous converts from a false form of Christianity than from 
Paganism, itself. Pasty of the Mission Church, he opened 
his nfission school, and in one year he had under tuition no less 
than 174 children, some flengalis, some Armenians, but chiefly 
Anglo-Indians and Indo-Portuguese. To such an extent did 
the latter prevail, that Portuguese was the classical language 
of the school; and he found his acquisition of it in South India 
of immense use in Calcutta. The work increased largely on 
his hands, he was the first to labour in a new field, the first to reap 
a harvest from what had been a garden of bitter herbs, rank and 
wild. He marks the first and perhaps greatest of the three 
classes into which East Inclftn education may be divided, corres- 
ponding to the three great sources from which the community 
sprang, and th%three great ranks of life in which they moved. 
The introduction of European soldiers into the country, and also 
of a large number of low adventurers, who were neither soldiers 
nor civilians, nor merchants, but anything in general and no- 
thing in particular, the dissolute life that they led, and the cir* 
cumstances of overpowering temptation into which they were 
cast, gave rise to the very lowest class of East Indians, who were 
uncared for, were out-caaits, had no status, and were, in fact, 
in this light, worse than the members of the very lowest of the 
Hindu castes. Ignorant alike of father and mother, engaged 
in the lowest oflSces of life, by birth they were yet Christians, 
having a double hold on Christian sympathy, assistance and 
philanthropic effort. Who was to care for them, in themselves 
innocent of all crime, yet the living monuments of the crimes 
of others? The Missionary's heart warmed towards them, he saw 
that his scheme of an indigenous ministry might, through them, 
be finally realized, that they had in addition to the endurance- 
power of the natives of the country, much more that birth and 
Christianity gave them, and so he laboured on with success. 
But the class increased largely, and the proselytising hand of 
Bomanism began to be more widely extended, and to draw many 
within its all-crushing embrace. And’ now private hearts 
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were moved, not only to assist the missionary, but to move the 
powers that be, and themselves to lay the foundation of charity 
schools, which should for ever provide for such. And thus, 
formed of many elements, was what is now termed the Free 
School finally established, thirty years after Kiernander had 
first opened his school. The course then which Anglo-Indian 
education was first led to take, was the most necessary and 
beneficial one, and this class of it may be denominated 
Charity Education. It includes such institutions as — 

Mr. Kiernander’s and other Mission Schools. 

The Charity School, merged into the Free School. 

The Benevolent Institution 

La Martiniere. 

Mrs. Ewart’s School for Girls. 

The general characteristic of this great class is — help, assis- 
tance, charity, which, while they ought never to had re- 
course to when they can possibly be dispensed with, are essen- 
tially necessary if education is to be brought within reach 
of all. 

The second great class of educational efforts for East Indians, 
may be denominated “ Service” Education. 

Young Clive, when he reached the sphere of his duties 
at Madras, felt that, after all the wild rollicking of school- 
life, the tender endearments of home, and the adventurous 
roaming and money -spending in the Mauritius, life there 
was dull enough. The eternal desk, bales and godowns, 
varied by a glimpse at the surf beating on the sea-shore, led 
Clive to be weary of his life, and thrice to attempt to get rid of 
it. The same causes led almost all the others tliat filled the ser- 
vices to attempt to make it more bearable ; and so, in a strange 
land of idolatry and vice, where no revered eye could see them, 
and no sweet home voice could charm them, they laid aside 
the restraints of civilised life, and hurried on fast to early 
graves, leaving many a memorial of their vice and folly behind 
them. And many a one there was, too, who, having attempted 
to establish at this early time in India, the comforts of a home, 
like some watch-fire in the wintry darkness of a Scandinavian 
night, saw disease lay prostrate the loved form, and death carry 
off the stay of the weak. Who was to provide for these, the 
loved ones of the men who had made England’s name dreaded 
at Arcot and Plassey, who had carried it into the very jungles 
of Malwa ? The hearts of the generous in the service were 
roused, the Englishman had not lost all his generosity, 
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on the burning plains of India, and so, in 1782, thanks to 
the enthusiastic efforts of Major-General Kirkpatrick, such 
were provided for. This class of Service Education in- 
cludes 


The Military Orphan Schools, Upper and Lower. 

The European Eemale Orphan Asylum. 

The Lawrence Asylum. 

But in the course of years, the class of East Indians had 
increased into a large and important body, and by the in- 
fusion of greater English nationality into them, by the 
number of situations of influence and high salary which 
seemed reserved for lUicm alone (for as yet there was 
not a suffiicierit number of educated Natives to fill them), 
by the efforts, that through a few private institutions, and these 
charitable institutions, had already raised many good men 
among theftm, a new class was created, of rich men, men of intel- 
ligence and respectability, among wdiom sprung up an esprit-de- 
corpSy productive of the most beneficial results. With them 
were joined not a few pure Europeans, who had from marriage 
or position become connected with the class, and who brought to 
it much physical energy, moral healthiness and manly inde- 
pendence. The result was, that the East Indians began to recog- 
nise their own individual position as a class, to see that they 
were not natives, but were British subjects, to inquire into the 
relations between themselves and the Hindus on the one hand, 
and the English law on the other, to discover anomalies and 
wrongs in their position, and to devise means for righting 
themselves with all parties, and, in fact, asserting their man- 
hood. These thoughts brooded long in their souls, and at 
last asserted their existence, though far too feebly, in 
the “ East Indians’ Petition to Parliament,” presented in the 
year 1829. 

But this was not the first form in which the struggling 
seeds of manhood developed themselves, the community 
acted wisely in this. To be for ever free, the slave 
must be gradually so ; to enjoy and propagate the bless- 
ings of freedom, he must be trained wisely, intelligently, 
carefully. The child cannot at once wear the dress of 
the full grown man, nor use his weapons against such 
enemies as intolerance, pride and ignorance. And so the 
few souls among them that had begun io think for them- 
selves, and to survey the state of the society to which they 
belonged, and the various appliances brought to bear on its 
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elevation, resolved that they must educate before they could 
enjoy the bliss of education, that if freedom is to be gained, the 
new generation must be taught to use the birth-right with care, 
and to extend and amplify it. They saw that if the East Indians 
tare ever to be men in the sight of heaven and earth, with souls 
of manly emotion and powers that can assert their own exis- 
tence as moral thinking beings, and can look forward to an 
immortality beyond the grave, if ever they are to be more 
than mere machines, who are at the beck of the Government, 
and dare not criticise its acts, and those towards them- 
selves, because they eat its salt, if everj|^hey are to rise above 
the natives, with whom in the a™ of law they were 
on a par, and, standing on tlie moW elevation of a glorious 
Christianity that makes all men free indeed, strive to raise 
the idolater to their own platform, if ever they are to get free 
of the mists of ignorance, passivity and sloth, that cloud the 
glassy eye, bind down the nerveless arm, and put to sleep the 
dreamy soul, then must they do for themselves what neither 
charity nor Government can do for them, then must they 
no longer abandon their young hope to the training of chance- 
adventurers, but themselves as a community, with one accord, 
raise high the standard of a free, manly and God-fearing edu- 
cation, that it might march at the bead of an army of noble 
youth, and lead them onward and upward towards earthly 
civilisation and heavenly glory. And thus was formed the 
third class, that of Independent Education. 

And so, wisely actuated by such feelings as these, a few of the 
leaders of the East Indians met in the house of one Mr. 
John William Ricketts, South Colinga-street, who seems to 
have been the moving spirit of the whole; and there, on Satur- 
day evening, 1st March, 1823, they resolved, “ That we form 
‘ ourselves into a society, to promote the education of our chil- 
‘ dren, by projecting an institution, which shall be managed by 
‘ a committee chosen from among the body of Parents, Guar- 
‘ dians and Friends.” Thus was laid the foundation of an in- 
stitution by East Indians for their own community, and in thi» 
act they were unassisted by any who did not belong to that com- 
munity. To one who views education from a purely British stand- 
point, it may seem that this was a little thing after all — the mere 
resolution to found a school, where one was much wanted, and 
where it was likely to succeed. But to the man who knows the 
position of the community before, the important nature of the 
duties that it now discharges, and its bearing on the great future 
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of India, to one who can look at eflPorts, not as they are 
aBfetractly in themselves, but in view of the circumstances in 
which they were made, and of the previous history of those who 
made them, to one too who longs for the dawn to break on In- 
dia and to dispel the darkness of Christian apathy and the im- #^ 
morality of pagan vice, idolatry and scepticism, to such an one 
this plan of a few parents will seem full of wisdom, forethought 
and philanthropy. The names of some of the men who met that 
night to consult for the future birthright of their children, were 
Ricketts, DaCosta, Kerr, Sutherland, Heatly, Johnston, Reed, 
and Stunner. 

But the truth was illil^ated in the history of the future insti- 
tution, that while the heJPis generally right, the head goes often 
wTong. The pressing necessities of a growing community had 
drawn forth from such men as these an earnest desire at once 
to establish a college for their sons ; but they failed in the 
wise judgment and common sense, which would have carried 
out their longings to a full fruition. They committed many 
errors, which we, looking back, can now see ; but which, in 
the midst of such ignorance as then existed on the very rudi- 
inental principles of education, it might have been difficult for 
us then to have discovered. Their first error was in giving a 
name to the infant institution, which has since excited the 
wonder of all unconnected with it, on whose ears it falls for 
the first time. They resolved, that it be designated the 
‘ Parental Academic Institution,’ as indicative of its peculiar 
origin.” There seemed a peculiar fitness in a body of parents, 
when lending a helping hand in raising an institution, that 
should educate their children for time and eternity, giving to it 
the term ‘ Parental.’ It seemed peculiarly becoming that, since 
many a young heart would be entrusted to their care, far away 
from home and its tendernesses, they should be watched over 
in a ‘ Parental’ Institution. But the fault was committed of 
giving to the school, through its name, a character that it had 
yet to gain, and that it did not gain for many a long year of its 
history. The idea was good, but it was then premature, and it 
is now un-academic ; and we rejoice that the recent liberality 
of Captain Doveton lias enabled the Directors to add to it his 
name — the Doveton College, by which it is now called. 

Another instance in which they failed in practice, though in 
desire and aim they acted well, because from first feelings, was 
in their resolution at once to bring out a head-master, who 
had been trained to his profession in Europe. The founders 
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truly felt that what all men wanted, was a true, honest, schol^^ 
ly moral education, and that what the East Indian commuiil^ 
wanted in particular, was an infusion of new ideas, of new 
methods, of new aims. Born on the soil, many of them 
having never crossed the ditch, the inheritors of a class of con- 
servative opinions and low morality from their ancestors, wanting 
all the manly spirit and honest polish of well-educated 
travelled gentlemen, how were true views of education to be 
produced, and all these defects of character to be supplemented, 
if not by the introduction of elements different from, and supe- 
rior to, those that already existed ? Such elements did not 
exist in India, and even if they did foj^ short time in the case 
of a few, so absorbent is the moral,* tellectual, and physical 
atmosphere of this land of the sun, that every ten years at 
least they require to be revivified and replanted, by a visit to 
Britain, the very fountain-head of civilization. The founders 
of the institution felt all this, but they had neither the moral 
courage nor the faith to act on the better feelings of their hearts ; 
and so in its very infancy the institution was crippled, and con- 
tinued so, until it reached such a state of inanity, that the old 
resolution of the founders had practically to be recurred to, and, 
twenty-eight years after, a head-master to be imported fresh 
from the fount of education in Britain. The committee had 
not then the firmness to act rightly, but yielded to the con- 
fessedly many obstacles that opposed them. Their infant 
institution, which had in its aim life enough to extinguish all 
the petty schools that had so long fed the vices of the commu- 
nity, they built upon these very schools. 

But yet they began well and independently. The house still 
stands (11, Park-street,) where the new institution first met — 
where the first effort was made to raise the standard of indepen- 
dence, morality and honesty in education. The meeting was lield 
in Mr. Ricketts* house, on the 1st March, 1823, and the classes 
were opened on the 1st May following. Every thing was in its 
favour. The respectable part of the community had longed 
for it, the opposition was of a trifling character, and the desires 
of its founders were, we believe, sincerely honest and noble. 
But a third error was committed, more deadly than either of 
the other two. That most cursed of all kinds of disputation, 
ecclesiastical controversy, introduced itself into the committee 
a few weeks after the opening of the classes, and the communi- 
ty presented then, the same monstrous spectacle as Britain 
now presents, of allowing hungry but immortal souls to go down 



EAST INDIAN EDUCATION, 


306 

fitarving to perdition, wliile the onlookers grimly contend with easy 
^Ulsfaction, who shall have the pleasure of feeding them. Unable 
to conduct the institution without the help of trained and scholarly 
Europeans, the committee secured tlie assistance of two good 
ministers, who were respectively professors of Classics and 
Mathematics in the infant college. The Rev. Messrs. Warden 
and Micaiah Hill were men of thorough Missionary zeal, 
and we believe of some amount of literary scholarship too, 
and the latter, but recently gathered to his fathers, is well 
known in connection with evangelistic and educational labors 
in India. Both of these ministers were of the indepen- 
dent church, and therefore Dissenters; and it stank in the 
nostrils of the orthodox Episcopalians in the management, that 
the institution should be abandoned to them. The result was 
a resolution of seven — a majority, to exclude them from their 
duties, and they of course left, feeling a dignified contempt for 
men who could no more appreciate their labours, than they 
could understand the motive from which they had given them. 
The result was, that just one month after the opening of the 
classes, the institution split in two, the minority of fiveaMndon- 
ing the premises in Park-street, and carrying with them the 
name and prestige of the institution. The remaining mem- 
bers established in the same building the fragments that were 
left, under the becoming name of the Calcutta Grammar 
School.'" What was now to be done ? The infant institution 
I was without a building, teachers, everything that constitutes 
an educational institution, but consistency, honesty, and good 
intentions. The Professors dismissed by the “ Grammar SchooV' 
party, were requested to resume their duties in the Parental, but 
declined ; a suitable house could not be procured, and the com- 
mittee were forced to enter into private arrangements with a 
school already existing, under a Mr. William Sinclair, in Wel- 
lesley Square. Here then the “ Parental,” in constitution, if not 
in locality, took up its abode, and cast about for teachers to con- 
duct it. The old plan of a head-master from Europe was again 
agitated and approved of, but one or two, who had afterwards 
much to do with such a plan, opposed it, and others said that 
the gentleman brought out, “ should be put under stoppages 
for the amount of whatever expense may be incurred in bringing 
him out.” And the only means of raising the community to 
a thoroughly elevated position were not taken, and under men 
who were already teachers of private schools, those very evils 
were perpetuated, to dp away with which the institution had 
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been especially establlsbed. The list of head-masters from 
the beginning is as follows : — 

^ Head MaBtei's, 

1824 —A. Robertson. 

1825- 6 — W. Masters. 

1826- 30 — M. Rochfort 

1830-2 — Rev. W. Kirkpatrick. 

1832-8 — Lorimer and Ferris. 

1838- 9 — G. Hamilton. 

1839- 47 — C. Montague and L. Clint. 

1847-8 — W. C. Fyfe. 

MecUyr, 

1849-54 — Rev. Andrew Morgan. 

Principals* 

1854-5 — Rev. Andrew Morgan. 

1855 — George Smith. 

After its re-establishment, and having a healthy fear of similar 
discussions as had already injured the cause of education, the 
committee resolved to remodel the constitution as we now 
find it. Though to a stranger it seems odd, yet it is ad- 
mirably adapted for the circumstances of the community, and 
for the development of the life of the whole institution. It at 
once reprobates all idea of a proprietary school, the rock on 
which the Grammar, and the High Schools have successively! 
split. Why should a body of earnest men make money out 
of education ? The two ideas are entirely opposed, and 
wherever they are violently conjoined together, the latter 
will invariably suffer, and, of course, tlie former along with it 
has its effect. Let public bodies make money out of commerce 
and shop-keeping, but let them not line their pockets from the 
minds of children. The world has never yet presented the 
spectacle of a public proprietary school in a perfectly thriving 
condition. Even with the best of men, the temptation is too 
great, where there is a selfish pecuniary interest, to stint edu- 
cational arrangements, and educationists. The fate of the school 
that separated from the “ Parental,” is also a strong evidence 
of this. 

This, however, was avoided most distinctly, and a payment 
of two Rupees monthly, or 300 Rupees at once, was required 
to constitute full membership. To this the only privilege 
attached, was, that the children of a member, if lie died a pau- 
per, might receive free education. Thus the institution was 
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not degraded by having monetary principles applied to it, and 
yet sufficient inducement was heid out to attract members to 
take an interest in the management of its affairs. It was thus 
out-and-out public, and any one who complied with these simple 
conditions, might have a voice in its direction as a member of 
the Society, or in its special management in detail, as a mem- 
ber' of committee, elected from the Society. There was thus a 
bond of union most fully given, and a basis laid, which all the 
mismanagement and non-education of future years could never 
up-root, A principle is a glorious thing, let a man ever stand 
on such. It is more powerful than Rupees. It has per- 
manence and life in it, and if it is good and wise, it has the 
stump of t)ivinity upon it. It lives when all else dies, it im- 
parts life, when the most noxious influences seem about to 
cause death, it converts enemies into friends, and gives to these 
friends an enthusiasm and a determination to do and to dare 
all, which a monied interest could never impart. 

One great obstacle that stood in the way of educational 
success was — the denominational difficulty. Already had the 
infant institution been almost overpowered by that, and, resolved 
that such should never again happen, the principle was dis- 
tinctly enunciated, ‘‘ that Christians of every denomination, 

‘ without distinction of country or sex, may be members of the 
‘ society.^* The result is, that at present in the institution, boys 
of all creeds and denominations receive instruction — of Chris- 
iians, — Greeks, Papists, Armenians, and Protestants of all 
iects ; of Pagans, — Mussulmans, Buddhists, Hindus, and fire- 
worshippers ; and are all harmoniously educated under the same 
roof and by the same masters. Never once is a fear felt 
or a doubt expressed as to the danger of proselytism and 
conversion. The difficulties that in imagination rise iij) be- 
fore controversialists in England, have practically no exis- 
tence here, and the problem, the solution of which has so 
long stood in the way of national education there, was 
long ago settled here, and settled amid more powerfully 
opposing circumstances, and on a more extensive scale, than 
it can ever be in Christianised Europe. All Christians attend 
at the same place and worship the same God, in the same 
way and at the same time, while the Hindus, Mussulmans, and 
other pagans generally join the classes when the exclusively 
Sciptural part of their studies is over. But even with them 
there are not a few cases where a wish has been decidedly 
expressed, that the Bible should be regularly read and religi- 
ous instruction imparted. Nor in all this is there any of that 
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departure from high principle, that the religionists of Britain 
seem so much in imagination to deprecate. The one great 
truth of Christianity as the only panacea for all evils, moral 
and spiritual, underlies the whole, and ratlier in action than 
in profession are the influences of a life-giving religion every- 
where and continually felt, even in the most secular studies. 

The constitution of the school is thus altogether a uniqi^e 
one, but framed specially for the state of the community^, 
and also for its growing requirements. It is made liberal 
and all-embracing, it is essentially public, and every parent lias 
a voice in the educational arrangements, though of course 
excluded from controlling the financial: and yet the preroga- 
tives of all are so well marked out, that no encroachment caa 
take place. All are protected, down even to the meanest servant, 
by the right of appeal to the full body of the members of the 
society, against the acts of even the committee. The whole has 
been found to work harmoniously and well for upwards of 
thirty years, and to be capable of expansive growth, without 
any violent additions. 

Thus established tl»en, the school went on, on a small scale 
at first, but soon successfully, forsomp years. The house in Wel- 
lesley-street was abandoned for one much more commodious 
ill Park-street. It ran the race of rivalry for some years with 
the Grammar School, and although the field seemed a wide 
one, and success might have been expected in the case of both, 
yet at the end of the first seven years, in 1830, both, and especi^ 
ally the latter, found themselves in difficulties. The original 
object of the leaders of the community had been to raise an 
institution in which tlieir sons could be worthily educated, 
and now behold the result had been two — one inefficient, the 
other on the brink of dissolution, even though having a 
most powerful ecclesiastical connexion. The proposal was made, 
that both should again unite, and form “ an undivided national 
institution for the education of the Christian youth of this 
country.” But the proposal, while it offered the bribe of a 
-considerable sum of money, involved a sacrifice of indepen- 
dence ; and it is highly creditable to those connected with the 
Parental, that they rejected it. And hence this attempt having 
failed, the Ornminar School died, and was resuscitated in the 
shape of the “Calcutta High School,” while the Parental held 
on its way, independent it is true, but still mismanaged, 
running further into debt, and so far forgetting itself as to 
start an elaborate plan of a proprietary school, which was 
happily never carried out. 

At this time, when debt to some extent had already limited 

B B 
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tlie operations of the institution, other circumstances occurred 
still farther to injure its usefulness. So well had it succeeded, 
that at one time, from the sixteen pupils who had at first 
applied for admission, when it was in WellesJey-square, it had 
increased in number to ninety boarders, with a corresponding ^ 
numbe;p of day-scholars. There was surely room then for 
competition, and so the then head-master abandoned his posi- 
tion, made use of the influence attached to it, to its injury, and 
set up a private school. Not only so, but in 1843, the 
Jesuits, ever eager to do the devil’s work and undo the Lord’s, 
stepped in and took a large and successful grasp of the field. 
Wiser than those whom they had to oppose, they knew human 
nature well, and the nature of the community whom they had 
come to educate. Beginning at first on a small scale, they soon 
removed to a large house in Chowringhee, adorned it with 
new and commodious class-rooms, and made it altogether a 
place worthy of education. The same building is now used by 
St. Paul’s School. Their cunning arts were soon evident in 
the trust that was reposed in them, by the weak-minded among 
the community ; and the sons of many Protestant parents 
crowded to their classes, and believed their promises of non-in- 
terference in religious matters, as they do to this day, entrusting 
their daughters to the tender mercies of a convent. What was 
the result? We have reason to know how, in not a few cases, 
the hopes of fond parents were blasted, as they saw the sons, 
on whom they had built their expectations, led to destruction. 
So blinded were many that, when the Jesuits were recalled, and 
St. Xavier’s College closed in 1847, some were actually sent 
home under their charge to be educated there. The fate of at 
least two of these was sad enough. Ruin and poverty met the 
one on the street^ of London, and the other returned to Cal- 
cutta to break his father’s heart. We trust that the same 
cannot be said of St. John’s College now, though the principles 
on which it is conducted are as deadly. 

Another opposing influence that was brought to bear on the 
“ Parental,” arose from the establishment of “ La Martiniere,” 
in 1836. In its objects exclusively charitable, it of course 
ought to have been confined to a class with which the “ Paren- 
tal” had nothing to do, and which unfortunately it could not 
reach. But it came within its sphere by two measures, that are 
entirely opposed to the spirit of its foundation. Practically it 
received and educated only the rich-poor, and to a great extent 
passed over the very class for whom it was intended. Such 
seems to have been the case with all charities of the kind. 
And also it opened its doors to a class of pay-scholars and 
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boardeJ’s, whom, becaDse of its rich endowment,, it could edu- 
cate at a much lower rate than any other institution. The 
result was, that all others suffered, and to this day suffer, though 
a feeling of the injury arising to boys, from their being educat- 
ed in a charity institution, largely prevents this now. As men 
become more intelligent on the subject of oducation^ this obsta- 
cle will be felt less and less. 

In such a state of matters thefinancesofthelnstitution suffered^ 
and debt increased. As a public institution, it was always expected 
that the community themselves should assist it, ana they were 
not backward. But the evil was, that all such assistance was 
like the filling up of the gulf in the forum — the effect was niL 
The more money subscribed, the more was wanted, and unless the 
precious treasure of common sense were thrown in, it would never 
be closed. That was not done till the year 1849. Whatever 
the education was, the financial arrangements were entirely 
wrong, and the collection list of income by no means corres- 
ponded w4th the large list of pupils and boarders. They might 
pay as they liked, and hence the mournful columns of bad debts 
and doubtful debts, which were never realized. Still many of 
the community came forward with large assistance, and one of the 
most liberal was Captain Doveton, who afterw^ards bequeathed 
his fortune to the institution. Government had put forth many 
efforts for native education, and never more energetically than 
under Lord William Bentinck, and had gone so far as larg^ely to 
assist Christian education in the Free School ; but the uover- 
ment did not regard the Parental as a proper object of its 
aid. Still the heads of the Civil Service were not backward, 
and in the subscription lists of those early days, we find 
many well-known names. We have those of all the Govern- 
nors-General, from Lord Hastings downwards, and of almost 
all the Members of Council and Chief Justices and Judges, 
As an illustration of these, and as throwing additional light 
on the character of a great and a good man, we need only 
take the case of Sir Charles Metcalfe. At the same time 
we would express our great regret that a Public Institution, 
for the manly and honest education of the youth of the East 
Indian Community, who need these qualities so much, should 
have been driven to such a course. At the time of their appli- 
cation Metcalfe was acting as Governor-General. To him as 
such the Directors applied for Government aid. As it was asked 
neither for a native nor a charity institution, he felt himself 
bound to decline to agree to the request, but generously 
paid out of his own pocket the 5,000 Rupees asked, Metcalfe 
had too vivid a remembrance of the conduct of the Court of 
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Directors to him and of the missive that they sent him through 
Lord Moira, reproving him for furnishing the Delhi Residency 
too profusely from the public money, and ordering him to 
reimburse the whole, to the extent of Rupees 48,119, 
and so he himself generously paid what might well have 
come out of the public exchequer. 

The regret expressed on the departure of Lord Metcalfe in 
1838, was shared by the committee of the institution that he 
had so much befriended. The then Secretary was upon a 
committee that resolved to have a portrait of their benefactor 
taken. This was done, and done well and truthfully ; but too 
truthfully,, for the relatives of the statesman, who had another 
and prettier likeness taken of him when he was gone, and 
suspended in the Town Hall of Calcutta, in place of the original. 
That, at once ugly and truthful, was understood to have been 
made over to the Parental Academy, but all inquiries as to 
where it is now have j)roved unavailing ; it certainly never 
adorned its walls. On the departure of Metcalfe, the following 
statement appeared in the Report, appended to the address 
which was then presented : — 

The Committee deem it their duty to advert, before they close this report, 
to the irreparable loss which this Institution has sustained, in the departure 
for Europe of Sir C. T. Metcalfe, one of its warmest patrons, and its most 
liberal benefactor. The Committee considered it to be obligatory upon 
them to express to that distinguislied individual, before he left India, the 
warm sentiments of gratitude which they entertained towards him, for the uni^ 
form kindness evinced by him in behalf of the Institution. The Committee 
beg to subjoin the copy of the address to Sir Charles Metcalfe, together^ 
with the reply. ^They have no doubt that the feelings of the Managers, 
as expressed in their address, respond to those of the whole Indian com^ 
wiunity, who have to deplore the loss of an able Statesman, a patriotic 
liuler, and a humane Benefactor. 

To SiE C, T. METCALFE, Bart., G. C. B. 

Hon’bi.e Sir, — At a time when all classes of Stxiety are pressing forward, 
impelled by a laudable emulation to give expression to the liveliness of their 
feelings, and to mingle with their acknowledgments for the obligations 
you have conferred upon them, their sincere regret that this is the last 
opportunity which is left to them of giving vent to their feelings, we, the 
Managers of the Parental Academic Institution, feel that we should be 
wanting in duty, were we not promptly and cordially to come forward, and 
to evince that we too are influenced by that universal sentiment, which now 
pervades all ranks of the society of this city. And, Sir, it is not simply as 
a part of that mass of society who have enjoyed in common the benefits 
you have conferred on them, that we come forward, but we feel that we have 
in a distinguished manner been the recipients of your kindness, of which 
if we were required to adduce jiroofs, we could advert to the munificent Do^ 
nations which the Parental Academic Institution has from time to time 
received from you, and to the prosperity it has enjoyed under your foster* 
ing care and patronage. This» we conceive, renders it especially impera^ 
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tive on us, now that you are on the evo of quitting the shores uf India, 
probably for ever, to bid you a final adieu, and to assure you of our grate- 
ful sense of your favors, not to be obliterated, we are confident, by your 
absence. 

We have no fear, Sir, of saying too much, when we say that your loss 
will be extensively felt and deplored in India, and that all classes will 
continue to cherish a vivid as well as an affectionate recollection of your 
generosity. As the fiiend of education and the patron of science, allow 
us to add, the Institutions of this country wi lb particularly be sensible of 
the loss they are about to sustain. 

We wish you eyery happiness in your native land, and indulge 
sanguine anticipations, that, though far removed from us, your Influence 
will continue to be felt in this country — that whether you prefer the re- 
treat of private life after a brilliant public career, or whether you are 
determined, with characteristic zeal, to mingle in public affairs, in prosecu- 
tion of your benevolent pursuits, we may have tlie happiness to hear that 
success attends your disinterested efforts. Your retirement from this 
country, which has been for a long jieriod the theatre of your beneficence 
and the scene of your labors, under the circumstances which have con- 
duced to it, only serves to excite more vividly tlie affections and 'wishes oi’ 
the Indian Community : — of their sympathies you cannot be in need — 
assured as' they are thatihe exquisite feelings of conscious rectitude carry 
their own reward. 

7, Pai'k Street, I We have, &c. 

13^^ February, 1838. } 

To W. D ACOSTA, Esa., and the Managers of the P. A> L 

Sirs. — In the hurry of my departure I am unable at present to do more 
than to thank you for your very kind letter, and to express my heartfelt 
wishes for the continued success and prosperity of your admirable in- 
stitution. 

It was my intention to forward the enclosed from the ship on her way 
down the river ; but 1 now beg your permission to avail myself of the pre- 
sent opportunity to transmit it, and to request your acceptance of it as a 
parting contribution to the Parental Academic Institution, 

I have the honor to be, with great respect and esteem. 

Sirs, your most obedient, faithful servant, 

Calcutta, 1 (Signed) C. T. Metcai/FB. 

I4/A February, 1838. / 

In 1845 they heard of the illness of their patron, and for- 
warded to him a resolution expressive of their admiration and 
sympathy. The reply is characteristic of the state and hopes 
of the man who was then drawing near his end. It is dated 
12th May, 1846, and “on the evening of the 5th September, 
1846, with a calm sweet smile on his long-tortured face, 
Charles Theophilus, first and last Lord Metcalfe, rendered 
up his soul to his Maker.” 

TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE PARENT 4L ACADEMIC INSTITUTION. 

Sirs, — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of the 19th March, 1846, forwarding a copy of a Resolution passed 
at a meeting of the Society connected with the Parental Academic 
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Institution, and sign^ by the Chairman of the meeting, the Reverend 
Alexander Duflf. 

I beg that you, Gentlemen, and all concerned in this gratifying testi- 
monial of sympatly and kindness, will accept my warmest thanks. I 
regret to say that t am not sensible of any abatement of the malady with 
which it has pleased Almighty God to chasten me. I have indeed every 
reason to apprehend that its progress is leading to a fatal issue. What- 
ever may be the divine will in this respect, I shall cherish as long as I 
live the most cordial wishes for the prosperity of the Parental Academic 
Institution, and the most lively gratitude for the affectionate feeling 
evinced towards me by its members. . 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

(Signed) Metcalfe. 

MalshangeVi 
In Basingstoke^ Hanis^ 

May Vitk, 1846. 

Metcalfe died, and in his place, the present estimable Chief 
Justice, Sir Lawrence Peel, was appointed Patron. 

The evil effects of the want of a proper educational staff 
became now more and more visible. There were a few really 
good teachers connected now and again with the institution, 
but they left as soon as better appointments were offered them 
in the (jrovernment service, and the committee had to employ 
men whose scholarship and qualifications were questionable. The 
Calcutta High School too began to decline, and was finally taken 
up by the Bishop, connected more intimately with the church 
and the cathedral, and resuscitated, under the name of the 
latter, as St. Paul's School. This was in 1847, about the same 
time that the Parental committee were driven to the necessity of 
either at once abandoning the institution altogether, and allowing 
it to drop out of existence, and with it the only independent 
education communicated to their body, or in making one great 
effort to bring out a head-master from Britain. In the midst 
of trials and difficulties, they had the faith to do now what 
their predecessors ought to have done from the beginning, and 
they accordingly applied to gentlemen at home, the chief of 
w]iom was Dr. Cunningham, Principal of the New College, 
Edinburgh. 

But that faith was sorely tried, and for two years the expect- 
ed Rector did not arrive. What was to be done meanwhile f 
The Missionaries of the Free Church of Scotland laid the 
community under a deep obligation, by dispensing for a season 
with the services of Mr. W. C. Fyfe, and allowing him to be 
placed at the head of the Parental Academy. 

But, assuredly, this was placing education in an entirely 
false position ; it was stripping it of its manliness, and throwing 
it adrift as a beggar at every one’s door. Necessary at aU 
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times that it should be of an independent and manly cfaarac^ 
ter, it was doubly so in the case of a community that so much 
requires these very qualities; and however much we may 
admire the generous assistance of others, we cannot but la- 
ment, even as they did, the cause that rendered such assistance 
necbssary. Delay had been shewn in sending out a Rector froiii 
Scotland, just because none knew sufficiently about an institu- 
tion with so strange a name, in so distant a place. Great 
as is the ignorance on all really important Indian subjects now, 
it was doubly so then, especially on educational matters. We 
have letters before us now, in which the most anxious enquiries 
are made regarding the East Indian community, their character, 
number, influence, and origin, in answer to the repeated solicita- 
tions of Dr. Duff, for a speedy effort to secure a Rector. At 
home the whole field of labour was represented in entirely a 
missionary light. Not that education was made the servant 
of ecclesiastical bodies, or committees, but the stand-point 
from which the whole question was viewed, was a missionary 
— a self-denying, a disinterested one. 

The man to whom, at last, application was made, 
and who was solicited to go out to India, was Andrew 
Morgan. Trained up in all the high moral discipline of a 
Scotch farmer’s family, having parents who were the descen- 
dants of some of tl>e old covenanting families, he possessed 
much of that spirit that accomplished a reformation through the 
people against the nobles, and long withstood the encroachments 
of both civil and ecclesiastical tyranny. From his boyhood 
he was a teacher, first as assistant in his own village school, and 
then as head-master at the early age of seventeen. With him, 
during his whole life, teaching and studying went on to- 
gether, and the result was, that at an age when many 
other men are but entering the world, he had passed through a 
course of study under such men as Tennant and Spalding, and 
was at the head of one of the largest educational establishments 
in North Britain, from which many a youth went forth to carry 
off the highest honours in the Edinburgh University, and to 
labour in the mission field on the plains of India. The great 
energy, thorough scholarship, professional ability, and more than 
missionary enthusiasm that he showed, had already marked him 
out as one of the first of his class in Scotland, a class that it is 
not easy to be first in. So strong were the representations of 
Dr. Duff on the importance of the work, that Mr. Morgan was 
looked upon as the best man to undertake it, and was indeed 
the only one who had the faith to surrender a high position and 
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higher prospects, for wliat was to him an unknown field, and 
what soon proved a very difficult one. 

Full of faith and, periiaps, too full of hope, he reached India in 
February, 1849. Before that time, the term for which Mr. 
Fyfe had been lent to the institution had expired, and he 
had returned to his own duties in the Free Chirch 
Mission. It might have been expected, that at that time, of all 
others, the institution would be at its very lowest point. Not 
that the committee were careless in sending for a man 
from England — two years before they had shewn their extreme 
anxiety in the matter, and to the honour of many of 
them be it said, they held fast by it at a time when it seemed 
likely to drag them into difficulties with it.' But the, fact was 
simply, that neither in management, in character, nor in scho- 
larship, was any thing satisfactory. Into the midst of all this 
was his ardent soul plunged, and the difficulties were such as 
not to quicken his already over-strung energies, but utter- 
ly for a moment to appal them. At a glance he saw the 
difficulties. The non-paying members of*, the school were 
cut oft*, the vicious ones were at once up-rooted, foolish and 
supercilious parents were soon taught to bend to the will 
of so wise an educator, and the committee to trust all educa- 
tional matters, which lay entirely out of their province, to 
the wisdom of such a determined reformer. He subdued 
cant and hollow pretensions, he refused to allow such a pub- 
lic institution to depend on the flattering epistles of ecclesias- 
tical examiner^, he tried to teach all the lesson of self-depend- 
ence, and at least common honesty. And this he did, not 
only all alone and unassisted, but utterly unsympathised with. 
He struggled alone, and his correspondence at this time shews 
the longings of a deep faith ever battling wilh the feelings of 
intense disappointment and disgust. He had laboured for 
years, and still there was no visible fruit. In two letters 
written about this time (1850) to Principal Cunningham at 
home, and the Chairman of the committee here, he fully 
explains his stand-point, and vindicates himself from the con- 
sequences that much misrepresentation of his position and 
duties had brought upon him. He says, writing to Mr. R. J. 
Rose, in March, 1850 : — 

I have all along felt that we have not made the progress that we ought 
to be making. 1 don’t mean in regard to education, perhaps the boys have 
'done pretty well here. I should not be afraid at least to see tnem com- 
pared with others of their ages and opportunities. I mean thut we have 
not made head in the community. This state of things has A cause. If 
in the judgment of enlightened and intelligent men, or if even in the eye 



AND I ffE “ DOVETON COLLEGES. 


317 


of a very plain and common understanding -the school is taught — and the 
morals of the boys are looked after with as much vigilance any man cau 
reasonably expect, it is clear that the cause cannot be ascribed to our 
movements. All the members of the committee, and others, jou are well 
aware, have expressed this, and I have no doubt are quite willing to express 
the same sentiments again. Indeed, I should have very little respect for 
the man’s judgment— ^ should say he did not see f ir before or about him, 
if he did not on acquaintance declare that the cause wt\a not to be found 
with us. We must seek for it elsewhere. 

All felt this, public and committee alike, but none understood 
the deep wounding of his moral nature, as his mind and body 
wrought and his soul longed, day after day, for success — only 
a little — and still none seemed to come. His position at this 
time towards both masters and boys reminds us much of that 
of Arnold, when he became head-master of Rugby ; of whose 
early trials his biographer writes thus : — 

The retention of boys who were clearly incapable of deriving good from 
the system, or whose influence on others was decidedly and extensively 
pernicious, seemed to him not a iiccessary part of the ti-ials of school, but 
an inexcusable and i^lerable aggravation of them. “ Till a man learns 
that the first, second, and third dut) of a school -master is to got rid of 
unpromising subjects, a great public school,” he said, “ will never be what 
it might lie, and what it ought to be.” The remonstrances which he en- 
countered, both on public and private ground^ were vehement and numer- 
ous. But on these terms alone had he taken his office, and he. solemnly 
and repeatedly deedared. that on no other terms could he hold it, or justi- 
fy the existence of the public school system in a Christian country. 

Indeed, tliere is a strong analogy between the two men, and 
when we say that M organ was a very Arnold in spirit, in energy, 
in method and in aims, we give the best possible idea of him. 
This may astonish some who never saw him at his work, but 
it is none the less true. His labours were followed by the 
same result, intense affection on the part of his pupils, a mould- 
ing of their own character on his, and a development of manli- 
ness, honesty and true Christian spirit, which it is so difficult for 
any course of education to produce in a country like India. 

If the responsibility of conducting a large educational and 
boarding establishment is a matter of terrible importance any 
where, it is doubly so in India. If boarding schools are at home 
necessary evils, they become positive benefits when well conduct- 
ed here. Wiien, as in Britain, family influences and associations 
are of an ennobling character, it is indeed an evil to remove any 
one from under their power ; but when they are decidedly of an. 
opposite tendency, it becomes a matter of ^reat importance to 
provide the best substitute for them. This Morgan strove to 
do. He could not overcome the obstacles arising from the 
early training of the boys under the care of native servants, 
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whose vai’y religion taught them beastliness and impurity ; Ire 
could not utterly subdue the influence of a warm* and enervating 
climate acting upon youthful passions that had never been 
accustomed to a master ; he could not at all times quicken a 
sluggish intellect to activity, nor free it from the mists of utter 
Inanity and gross dullness. But be could do what his favou- 
rite principle caused him to carry out on all occasions and every 
hour, be cpuld, to use his oft-repeated expression, “ impregnate 
them with the Word of God,^’ and with an energy that was 
ever exuberant in all seasons, with a force that was infectious 
and produced like activity in bis students, be brought to bear 
on their hearts that divine hammer, which broke them like the 
rock in pieces. 

Thus he went on, and the effect was soon seen in a gradual 
increase of success. The numbers were greater, and the appre- 
ciation of his labours more hearty. But he knew that he alone 
was unequal for the task, as the work increased upon him, and 
he felt that death might snatch him away in his labours, and 
who would worthily enter into them ? B|pBides, as he often 
afterwards said, he longed for some kindred spirit just to 
understand and sympathize and counsel with him, and so he 
laid the plan before the committee of getting no less than three 
masters from home. At first one was granted, and lie arrived 
in 1854, to share his duties, and to love him with an admiration, 
and a gratitude that few can feel for man. 

Immediately upon bis arrival, an event happened to the 
institution that changed its whole aspect, and gave to the 
community tin opportunity of achieving what they had so 
long wished — a college for themselves. It was with this idea 
that they had started in 1823, but they had 1 joked upon the 
realization of it as something very distant. The moment 
that Mr. Morgan entered upon office, he took it fully up, but 
in himself he was unable to do more than open a College class 
every morning, wdiere he lectured upon the higher studies that 
are of a collegiate character. Still he wrought and laid his 
plans for it, andf in 1853 wrote home for Professors of Classics, 
English Literature and Mathematics. The former of these 
had just arrived, when it was announced that Capt. John Dove- 
ton, who had assisted the institution in former days, had died, 
and left his large fortune of about £50,000, for tlie advance- 
ment of education among the East Indian community. The 
half of the sum, amounting to £23,000, he bequeathed to 
the Calcutta institution, and a similar sum to an insti- 
tution to be established in Madras, witli the same objects 
and constitution. There is something noble in such an act 
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as this, not merely when we consider it in itself, but when 
we remember that it is really the first great and definite 
effort ever put forth by an East Indian, for the elevation of 
East Indians as men, as men in India, us Christians, as the 
heirs of a glorious immortality. We have nothing to do with 
the motives from which it was given, nor with the man who 
gave it. We have simply to consider an act calculated to con- 
fer immense benefit on a class that needed it much, and that too 
by one of themselves. 

Doveton is a name famous in Indian history. The cam- 
paigns in Mysore, Central India, and Affghanislan, bear testi- 
mony to the exploits of the men of that name. Of some branch 
of thip family was John, who, though cared for iii after 
years by his friends, was in Ids early days educated at a 
school in Madras, corresponding to the Calcutta Free Scjiool. 
While here consorting with charity children, his uncle took an 
interest in the friendless lad, and when fitted by his years for 
service, entered him in the army of the Nizam of Hyderabad. 
Here he gradually rose to the rank of Captswn, when an un- 
fortunatecircumstance, led to his resigningthe service. Naturally 
of penurious habits, both from early educatioii and disposition, 
he saved a little money in the Nizam’;] service, and this was 
much increased by a legacy left him by the uncle who had at 
first given him a sta^t in tlie world. On his leaving the service, 
he went to Madras, where, for a short time, he lived a retired 
life, caring for none and associating with none. There was but 
one man there who managed his business concerns, and in 
wdiom, from his generosity and honest manliness, Doveton 
had been led to place much confidence. This man was 
Peter Carstairs, one who will long be remembered among 
the Christian community of Madras as their warm friend, who 
has spent time, money and all his energies in the advancement 
of their interests. The founder of their “Widows’ Fund,” their 
representative on all public occasions, a sharer in every good 
work, whether of a missionary or an educational character. 
India would be much nearer the day of her redemption, had 
she a few more honest God-fearing men like him. When 
Doveton wavered in his determination to devote his whole 
fortune to the cause of East Indian education, Carstairs 
urged him still more to earnestness in the matter, with the 
advice, however, that, as he had made his fortune in the Madras 
Presidency, he should divide it equally between that city and 
Calcutta, This advice was followed, and Doveton, after appoint- 
ing Mr. Carstairs, and Mr. Byrne of Calcutta, with whom he 
had corresponded foi^ some time, his executors, left India, and 
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distinguished himself in London by his penurious habits on the 
one hand, and his ultra-radicalism on Indian matters on the 
other. As an Indian Reformer, he might have done not 
a little in Leadenhall-street and the House, but for his 
noise and too great zeal. On the 15th‘ October, 1854, he 
died, and his bequest became available for the purposes of the 
institution eighteen months after. In his character there was 
much in common with that of old George Heriot, of the time 
of James VI. 

On the receipt of the news of his death, the committee, in a 
resolution, determined “to establish some monument which 
‘ shall keep his name fresh in the minds of the public, en- 
‘ twined with the numerous associations of this time-honoured 
‘ institution.” 

Thus, Andrew Morgan, after all his labours and strivings, 
after his own manly and enlightened views had raised the insti- 
tution to a high educational position, found the means available 
for giving scope and permanence to his further plans. It was 
now that he recurred to the old wish of the founders in 1823 
— a wish that he had never lost sight of — to found a Chris- 
tian College, to establish for the East Indians by their 
own efforts that which Hastings had endowed for the Mus- 
sulmans, and his successors for the Hindus all over the coun- 
try. A large and individualised community ought to have its 
own exponent of ideas and aims and mission, and if these do 
not exist, or but very feebly, they ought to have that which will 
create them and elevate them. It is absurd to suppose that to 
any extent Christian-born European men will ever avail them- 
selves of the means of education, expressly provided and adapt- 
ed for the circumstances of a heathen and oriental nation. If 
the idea can be carried out, that a time will come when the 
European races that have, like migrating birds, remained for a 
little in India, will amalgamate with the native population, as 
thoroughly as the Danish and Flemish settlers of old on 
the East Coast of Britain did with its Anglo-Saxon possessors, 
then we might look for such a thing. But it is not to be expec- 
ted by the man of common sense, nor wished for by the philan- 
thropist, that even the East Indian should sit side by side 
with the white-robed children of the sun, receiving a literary 
education at “ godless” Government colleges, amid youths who, 
intellectually if not practically, know all the vices that Brah- 
minisra teaches her votaries, in a land where passion is as ar- 
dent as the rays of its sun are scorching. No — much as we long 
for the day, when, by the breaking down of caste and immora- 
lity, the European shall hail the native as bis friend and 
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brother, and both shall mix with each other as freely as they 
now do with those of their own class, we yet cannot see that such 
a desirable state of matters can be brought about by the East 
Indians looking on Government Colleges as their own. The 
mission of the white man in India must be to elevate and 
Christianise its races, to make them bet^ome men and rulers, 
instead of ver) children and subjects ; and having raised them 
up even nearer to heaven than he is himself ; to pass away 
and let them do their own work vtith a hearty “ God speed you, 
brother,” 

If then this be the case, the East Indian community must have 
a college of its own, not a school merely, not even a collegiate 
school, not even a school with a college department as now, 
bu;, a college in every sense of the word, a Christian college, 
where every European and East Indian may learn, that a man 
was sent to India, or born in India, for something else than 
Rupees. This Christian college must not be Sectarian, nor 
private, nor governmental, nor one-sided. It must educate 
all for time, and as many as will allow it, for eternity too. 
We English in India, are ^^lillin the very first stage of civilisa- 
tion. We leave its highest at home fur its lowest here. We 
are out and out Utilitarian, we are in the Azoic strata, purely 
merchants, fortune-hunters, monej-desirers, gold-lovers. Here 
and there a missionary or a teacher has, like some rare 
fossil in the Protozoic period, been seen, as a sort of pledge 
that a time will come when there will be glorious spiritual 
life, and others will be more desirous to get their sons into heaven, 
than to make them section- writers, or government keranis, 
or even surveyors and engineers. The first sign of an approach 
to the second stage of civilisation is a little manifestation 
of a love for the ideal, a belief that heaven is better than earth, 
and souls than gold, and thought than calculation, and the Bible 
than ledgers and day-books. Why in India have we not got 
to this yet? Simply because the time has not yet come. There 
is a law of development in these matters, and so we have gone 
on, turning soldiers into teachers, and getting our literary 
men out of the army, and our editors out of its invalided 
list. When shall we have a body of men, who shall say 
we are sent into the „ world to be our own masters and 
the masters of others, to think, to feel and to write, that 
others may hear the divinity speaking in us and reverence 
us because of it. We are sent to work for others and 
unth others, not under them and because of them. We do 
think education a vast deal better than money, and the soul 
more precious than silver or gold. Therefore, we practically 
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shew it. We want just enough to live, to eat and drink, and 
for this give us tlie tank and the paddy-field beside it. And 
so weUl do God’s work in this Devil’s land, and our great-grand- 
children may some day call it his garden.” Now a college 
can produce this, and, when produced, can increase it, but with- 
out a place in which the higher instruction can be worthily 
given, boys will leave school when they are crammed for some 
special trade or profession at an early age, and the community 
will be as bad as ever. What can form the nucleus of such ; 
what does form it already ? 

This same institution, this Parental Academic Institution^ 
Morgan raised it into the higher scale of schools of a collegi- 
ate character, and God sent the means to preserve it so and 
raise it still higher through Dovelon. Oh ! that religionists 
would leave their petty animosities, and all the community join 
together and say, “ we shall have our own college, we shall 
‘ shew the world our manliness.” This will be the case fifty years 
hence, why not now? The community is large, wealtljy, with 
India as a field before it. It should have its faculty of divinity, 
whence those who know the native character and language, 
could go forth to Chiistianise the land ; — its faculty of medi- 
cine, to rear up, not a race of JEsculapian apothecaries, but 
true men in their art ; — its faculty of law, to produce intelligent 
ameensand scholarly judges; — its faculty of arts, theoretical and 
practical, to send the mathematician, the geologist, the engineer, 
the builder, over the length and breadth ofa land that so much 
needs physical order, and the scholar, the linguist, the philo- 
sopher and the’ poet, to give to it true ideas and lofty gropings 
after a celestial ideal. But all this must be done by the commu- 
nity soon, them, as just now, but never for them. Those 
who do it must be men who have the true good of their class 
at heart. But they may educate as they pleat^e, and they will 
Lave little influence on the future generations, if nothing is 
done for the other sex. 

Those who educate or preach in India, must do two things 
before they can reasonably expect success. With a wise intelli- 
gence and an enlightened judgment, they must survey the field 
in w^hich they have come to labour, understand its capabilities 
and characteristics when viewed in itself, and its relations to 
those that are all around it. Having done this, they must take 
the higli stand-point, of labouring only for good, only disin- 
terestedly, abnegating self. Looking at the East Indian 
community in this light, the object of the faithful work- 
man, who intelligently understands them, must be tp do the great- 
est amount of good. And he might labour in educating one 



class or one sex to a Wgh extent as m the Doreton Col%e, 
but still fifty years hence the class would be little in advance 0l 
what they are now. What will become of the youths fbas 
educated ? What is the greatest obstacle now in their educa- 
tion? Just the vant of proper family i ifluences. I'he exhaust- 
ed teacher, at the end of his day’swork, feels, as he dismisses fys 
charge, that tlie majority of them go home to the society of 
native servants, and unintelligent, and careless parents, where, 
both in character and knowledge, all is unlearnt Jt is in the 
family that we must seek fur the seed?, of tlie regeneration of 
any people, in the marriage-tie, in the eijua! yoking together, 
in the home altar, in the mother’s prayers, in the father’s 
courisels. In Britain, generally sjieaking, all this is in favour 
of the teacher, in India all is too often against him. He 
gets children familiar from their infancy with abominable 
vices of heathen servants, who teach their young souls 
ideas and practices worthy of Mil ion’s Belial. And during 
the whole course of education these influenoes continue. They 
leave school or college, and they are, at a comparatively early age, 
dispersed over the wide extent of India. What is their fate ? la 
spite of previous influences, at last they may be honest, manly, 
intelligent men. Where are their companions ? They look 
around in vain, as they test the females of their owm class by 
their own high standard. All fall short, and in despair they 
either abandon marriage for the vices of an unholy state, in a 
land where temptations are thick around, or in a moment of 
temporary excitement and sensual attraction, link their fate 
with one devoid of substance, of education, or any of these 
common virtues, that onglit to adorn a wife or a mother. 
Thus the community would go on in a circle of non-advance- 
ment, even with the best education for its boys. Thus it has 
done so. 


How strange and mournfully true it is that education has de- 
veloped itself in the same way, among both natives and East 
Indians. Thejemale has been neglected^ uniformly neglected, even 
by the latter. Mr. Fordyce, in the lieport of his interesting 
mission, the Female institution and Orphan home, chiefly for 
Bengalis, shew^s that the Free Church (and we take it as 
a more favourable example than any other) educates fifty 
boys for every girl ; and Mr. Mullens, in his statistics of mis- 
sions, given in a former number of the Review, shews that out 
of tw€7ify millions of native females there are not two thousand 
attending schools. But this, you say, was to be expected 
of orientals, among whom woman holds so inferior a place. 
Was it to be expected, we ask, that the Christian community 
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of India should have been comparatively worse, and that with 
tlie exception of a trifling denominational effort in Madras, 
nothing should have been done in any of the cities of India 
for their advancement ? Can any one wonder that they are 
not higher in the scale of civilisation? The few who could 
{^qrd it sent their daughters home, and even they were 
so little caned for that they came back again accomplished with 
all the vices that such a word implies. To their honour be it 
said, that as a community, they felt this themselves, and often 
asked others to make an effort to establish an institution 
worthy of the cause. Others tried and failed, because 
they did so for the community, and not with and hy them. 
But Andrew Morgan felt, that as he had given up his life 
and energies to them, the work was emphatically his, and so 
he watched his opportunity, and rousing all his energies for 
the heavy work, he iii three montlis succeeded in tlie esta- 
blishment of the “ Calcutta Young Ladies^ Institution."' We 
remember well the moment when his first plans failed. He 
had resolved first to enlist the sympathy and assistance of the 
great in power, and the greatest of them all refused to give it. 
His heart was relieved of a weight, he saw his course clear- 
ly ; and throwing himself into the arms of the community, he 
identified himself with them, and said, “ You will do this and 
I will help you,” and so they did — for the East Indians of 
Calcutta in these few months, raised the sum of £2,000, 
Funds were immediately remitted to Britain ^for a lady 
superintendent and governess, and Miss Scott, one well qua- 
lified for the task, was found to offer herself in a missionary 
spirit for the post. The selection of governesses was confided 
to a committee of gentlemen of all denominations. In the 
letter sent to the Secretary on the conclusion of their work, 
the following remarks occur. Meanwhile, though we anticipate, 
the noble soul that had laid all these plans had been taken to 
God who gave it. 

The importance of an enlarged scheme of female education, conducted 
in part by masters, with the supervision and assistance of governesses, an 
education thoroughly Christian in its character, and suited to the varied 
wants of the higher classes in India, was fully realized by the far-seeing 
and devoted man, whom God has now taken to himself; and though struck 
down while his plans were, it may be, only partially developed, we cannot 
but feel grateful that he was spared to give the impress of his massive 
intellect to an undertaking destined, we trust, to be a source of unspeak- 
able benefit to the mothers and daughters of India for long years to come. 
Guided by his plans, and under the influence of his rare example, the work 
so ably foreshadowed by Andrew Morgan, will, we cannot doubt, ere long 
be carried to a successful issue. The legacy he has bequeathed to his 
survivors is a sacred inheritance. Wrought out in the spirit winch it 
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was originated, it willjirove at a means of lasting good in India, and 
a not unfitiing iDLonunient to a man whose ardent desii’c for India’s educa- 
tional advancement was the great lesson of his life. 

The constitution as given in the report before us, resembles 
that of the “ Doveton College*’ closely in its public, liberal, and 
unsectarian clijuacter. Already steps are being taken in Bombay 
to raise a similar institution. Those then who live and labour 
for India’s advancement, may look forward to the time as not 
very far distant, when the education imparted to the boys of the 
East Indian community, combined w ith that given to their girls 
in tlie new Ladies’ School, shall raise imsbands and wives, 
fathers and mothers, men and women, that shall roar a noble 
race. Then sliall be fulfilled the wish of tlie old Psalmist, 
“ that our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth, our 
daughters as corner stones, polished after the similittide of a 
palace.” 

But with such a plan as this, Morgan did not neglect his own 
special work. In April, 1854, be undertook a special mission 
to Madras, there, in terms of Boveton’s will, to establish a 
Doveton college, similar to that in (^alcutta. Every wdiere 
lie was received with the utmost kindliness, and in many 
cases with enthusiasm. Tiie East Indians of Madras not only are 
smaller in number, but also in salary than those in Calcutta. 
But still, from these reasons, and from the fact of their being 
removed further from the seat of Government, there is more 
independence and public spirit about them. The number of 
schools there was so few and unimportant, that an attempt had 
been made to raise subscriptions for a Protestant college. 
Tliere was none of a public and permanent character, all were 
denominational or private, and all inefficient. Tlie moment 
tliat Morgan, with his energetic enthusiasm visited them, 
they flocked j’ound to support him. A great meeting was 
held, resolutions passed, and during the short two weeks 
that he was there, tlie work was virtually accomplished. A 
Principal was ordered from Britain, and meanwhile, on the Ist 
March, 1855, just thirty-two years after the establishment of 
its Calcutta prototype, the school department of the new 
college was opened. One or two private schools were amalga- 
mated with it, and also the new Protestant college, for which 
large funds had been collected, increasing the endowment to 
JE40,000. And all this was done by East Indians for themselves, 
with Morgan’s help. In May he returned to Calcutta, leaving 
many friends behind him, and raised large subscriptions, chiefly 
among the native community, for a college library. In lS[ovem- 
ber of the same year he began the plan of the Ladies’ Institu* 

T T 
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lion, and early in December be closed the session with greater 
eclat than on any previous occasion, and looked forward to 
many a year of future success. But it was not so ordered of 
Him, whose ways are higher than our ways. While spending 
the few weeks of vacation on the river, disease seized him, and 
heTeached Calcutta only in time to die in that institution, 
where he had spent six years of God’s hard work. On the 
23rd December he was no more. A month after his wife left 
India, and in another month was with him in glory, while his 
two fatherless children sought a home with kind friends. A 
biographical sketch of him appeared in the Christian Observer 
for March', from which the above facts are taken. 

Many was the sorrowing heart that followed him to the grave, 
where his students have erected a monument of their grief and 
his worth. A portrait of him adorns the hall of the institution, 
and on its walls it hangs side by side with those of Ricketts, 
its founder, and Dovetou its benefactor. Tlie leading features 
of his character are well summed up in the concluding 
passages of the biographical sketch already referred to. 

Mr. Morgan’s energy and powers of management were amazing. He 
had a remarkable penetration of character, and great sagacity in directing 
various or even discordant elements towards one end. If in earnest about 
any matter, he found most effective means of accomplishing it. He could 
rule his own spirit, and was equally able to act or reserve. In discussing 
a subject he was often far from clear ; in action he was definite and decided. 
IJ is mind was a peculiar one, — very manifold; but his heart was single. 
In study or conversation ideas often crowded on him from different points, 
and prevented <;icar statement and logical precision ; but on practical 
matters, if important, he would not speak freely till his mind was made uj>. 
Then he shewed an independent judgment and resolute will ; and yet he 
was exceedingly gentle and yielding : — the explanation being that he had 
not much respect for the opiniov.s of many, whilst he had a delicate regard 
to the feelings of all. In matters personal or unim])()rtant, he was ever 
ready to yield, but where jn’inciple was involved, he was immoveable as a 
rock ,* like a cedar wliose twigs and brandies bend to the breeze, whilst the 
root and stem remain firm in the tempest. 

The wisdom of his determination to get out Professors and 
masters from home was now seen, and Mr. George Smith, who 
had laboured with him and entered into all bis plans for a 
year, was appointed to succeed him as Principal. Soon Mr. 
Bruce arrived as bead-master of the school department, and 
the committee immediately resolved to strengthen their staff 
still further, by procuring from Britain another Professor to 
conduct mathematical and surveying studies, an English master, 
and a third especially fitted to manage an infant-school de- 
partment, where the young, early snatched from the vices of 
homo education, would bo traiuod in the fear of the Lord. Wo 
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may thus hope that at last the East Indian oommunity 
will have a college worthily to represent them, and that as one 
man they will stand around it. 

There are may interesting points connected with an English 
school in India, which we would wish to detail to our readers 
who have never seen it Associations the same in character, 
though different in detail, circle around it. School boys and 
school-boy nature are the same all the world over. Pas- 
sion, ambition, emulation, public spiritedness, love of fun, 
of practical jokes, of open unrestrained liberty, of holidays, of 
excursions, all these are found here. Games are the same, 
though not so many nor so manly, because during the greater 
part of the year, the hot and rainy seasons, out-door amuse- 
ments are interdicted. But from October to March, the wide 
plain of Calcutta is covered by white-jacketted youths, who play 
cricket with as much zeal, and almost as much success, as their 
fellows at home. And this they do under the great disadvantages of 
climate and expensive instruments. Round goes the merry band, 
on the swinging pole, eager in pursuit and rescue at ‘ prisoners 
base,’ fierce in their contests between French and English — we 
beg pardon, between Russians and Turks, steady in their aim as 
they throw the discus, excited as leap-frog, or marbles, or ball, 
or the top happen to be in,” though we must say games, like 
the climate in India, pay little attention to the seasons. And 
then when the holidays come round, at Merry Christmas, not 
bleak and cold, with sea-coal fires in cosy parlours as at home, 
but cool and bracing, and health-inspiring, off go the boys to 
those delightful towns of villas on the blanks of the Hooghly, 
where Portuguese or Dutch or Danes once established their 
fiictories. They visit the old prior of Bandel or ascend the 
Imaumbari, or stand around the old moslem ruins of Satgong, 
or explore the antiquities of Chinsurah, or visit the native silk- 
looms of Serampore, or ramble with true English glee in the 
park and beside tlie menagerie of Barrackpore, 

But look within for a moment. The hours of study are the 
same, and the subjects of study also, as in the large public 
schools at home. Only pay a little more attention to practical 
mathematics, and subtract much time from the classics for the 
vernacular Bengali and Hindustani. Look in at the rooms 
and you will find the cooling punkah waving over the 
heads of the sweating class. It is wonderful that they get 
on so well with so much in the climate against them. All 
are in white just as on examination days at home. On 
these forms sit boys of all shades of color, and from all 
nations of east and west : with them as with their parents. 



328 


east INDIAN EDUCATION, 


there is a “ mixture of nationalities/* Here sits the slim active 
French boy, vivacious and mercurial as in Europe ; there the 
lumbering heaviness of the Dutch, rendered still more sleepy, 
alike by heat and labour. There the dark bronzed face of the 
Portuguese, the D’Cruz or the Gomez, who seems less national 
than the native beside him. There the active, though melancholy 
features of the Armenian, there the quiet but massive face of the 
Parsee, there the dwarf Ghoorka is represented, there the 
haughty Mussulman, while the quiet Hindoo with his reposing 
features and lively eye attracts the spectators. The Greek, too, 
is there, by his forehead you can recognise him, and as the 
names of Pericles or Aristides are called for, you almost fancy 
yourself in the “ ludi literarum^ of old. Even Burmah is not 
unrepresented, for fresh from the court of Ava are Pou-kien 
and Moun-o-shoo, beside the grand-son of Tippoo and the 
brother of Jung Baliadur, Indeed, the matriculation-book 
of ail English scliool in India presents a strange aspect 
geographically. From the foot of Ararat to the base of 
Kinchingunga, from the slopes of the Himalaya to the 
banks of the Irrawaddy, you have re})rcsentatives side by 
side, from London, Bordeaux, Ispahan, Lahore, Bombay, 
Catmandoo, Calcutta, Goalpara, Ramree, Singapore, Moulmein, 
and even American Boston. In all this, what a field for 
usefulness, what hope for the educator as he plants the seed in 
so many fields, although this very fact makes the work 
more difficult. 

We remember that when passing through our classical studies 
at home, one of the most interesting subjects that filled 
our imagination, was schools among the Greeks and Romans. 
We often asked ourselves the question, did young Thucy- 
dides, or Livy go to school as we do ? Who was their teacher ? 
Were they ever flogged ? Was there such a thing as dux in 
these schools of old '( Had we visited Rome then we would 
have seen the ludi literarii all round the forum, and the litera- 
tor drilling his very youthful charge in the three Rs, and 
the Grammaticus initiating them into the mysteries of the 
Greek tongue, and perfecting them in their owm, and the 
Rhetor polishing them with composition and oratory, after 
the latest fashion from Rhodes, and with pain seeing his 
favourite discipuli leaving him to finish their education at 
Athens. In other halls were seen very little ones playing 
at education with their ehurnece literarum formas, and a few 
further on writing with styli on their cerw. Had you passed 
up the wide Roman streets leading to the forum, in early 
morning, you would have seen fair boys and girls tripping 



AND THE “DOVETON COLLEGES.” 329 

along to schoof, even like Virginia, in the story so well painted 
by Macaulay : — 

Just then, as through one cloudless chink in a black stormy sky, 

Shines out the dewy morning-star, a fairj^oung girl came by, 

With her small tablets in her hand, and her satchel on her arm, 

Home she went bounding from the school, n^'r dreamed of shame or harm. 

There goes the freedman's boy — Horace himself, with bis 
capsarms or slave, bearing his box of books, (not a Shakes- 
porian satchel,) and as he trudges along, tlie loadi or counters 
rattle in it ; and beside him there is the richer equestrian 
or patrician youth, wdio, in addition to his slave, has 
his pcRtiagogm^ a tottering old man, who loves bis young 
ina.Jer, and first taught him to read and spell. The same 
thing* may be seen in tlie Calcutta streets, bearers and syces 
with boxes, the children, if it be the hot season in a carriage, 
if the cold, running quickly along to the games of the play- 
ground or the excitement of the swing. 

Christian education among the East Indian community has 
an important effect on the iiatives of the country. Not a few 
of the chief* of these have largely availed themselves of it. 
As we have said before, the Courts of Ava, Catinandoo, and 
Seringapatain, have been represented in the classes of the 
Doveton College. There k a great advantage to be gained 
by studying in sucli an institulion. Not merely is the mechani- 
cal reading of English taught, but native boys are led to 
speak the pure idiom, with a comparatively good accent, and 
are, to a large extent, Anglicised. Many of the higher families, 
such JI8 the Tagores and the Dutts, have already seen the 
advantage of this, while the Mussulman part of the com- 
munity, not very ready to avail themselves of English education 
as provided by Government, on account of its Hindu tendencies, 
are here in considerably large numbers. They are by no 
means so eager or successful in study as the Hindus. The 
ancient pride and obstinacy of their race and faith still adhere 
to them. 

Thus far in reference to “ East Indian Education, and the 
Doveton Colleges.” Viewed absolutely and in themselves, they 
may not seem to have advanced far in an educational way, but 
viewed relatively, in the light of the present state of India and 
its future, they are worthy of the intelligent study and attention 
of all philanthropists and true-hearted men. The neglect shewn 
towards them by Government, has perhaps, done them good, and 
nerved them all the more to develope their own powers. But 
now, if the Government here are as honest as the framers of 
the education despatch at home were, they may claim as a right 
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what was denied them as a favour. But let them beware of 
exalting their own native proteges, Hindu colleges and Presi- 
dency colleges, at the e^tpense of other institutions. We now 
thus prominently draw attention to these educational institu- 
tions of the East Indians at Calcutta and Madras, because 
we feel that, if rightly conducted, a glorious future is before 
them. There are many schools that are great, not so much 
in themselves, as in the seeds of future usefulness which they 
contain. Such was the famous “ School of the Palace” in 
the days of the Great Charlemagne. Successively presided 
over by the Yorkshire Alcuin and the Irish Joannes Scotus 
Erigena, and filled with life by the enthusiastic zeal of its 
great founder, and its active Secretary, Angilibert, its last 
great patron was Charles-le-Chauve, who, w^ith his illustrious 
Queen Ermentruda, gathered around his court all the scholars 
of those days. The influence of this school, in the middle 
age of philosophy and learning, was immense. Not merely 
did it chiefly assist in founding those “schools” in cathedrals 
and monasteries, that give to the scholastic philosophy its 
name, but from it the University of Paris may be said to 
have sprung, from it the greatest men of succeeding days. 
Such was the influence of a “school” on all Europe, in the 
beginning of the 9th century. In a different way, because in 
different circumstances, what may we not hope for the future 
of East Indian education ? That future must depend on the 
East Indians themselves. What they need is unity — a feeling 
of oneness — a. feeling especially difficult to be got at in the 
midst of petty jealousies, low morality and a mixture of 
nationalities. But such must be felt ere they can achieve 
for themselves anything great, ere they can independently 
place their foot on a high platform, and manfully, and in the 
fear of God, taking their stand, can defy all the assaults of the 
Devil, can purify their own souls, and recommend the cause 
of Him whose name they bear to the idolatrous millions of 
India. 



THE HOOOai.T THB MUTLAB. 


Aht. V. — 1. The Hooghly CoTTitnittees Report, 1854. 

2. On some method of clearing and deepening the Skoals and 
Sand-hanks of the Hooghly River, by its own current. By ' 
Henry Piddi?igton, Esq. 

3. On the Cyclone Wave in the Soonderbuns — a letter to the 
Most Noble the Governor^ General of India, By Hem y Pid- 
dinyton^ Esq, 1 853. 

4. Memoir by Messrs. Andrew Henderson and Charles Greaves ^ 
iUustratiriy the necessity of forming Wet Bocks for the Port 
of Calcutta, ^c., S;c, 1854. 

The commercial importance of Calcutta, its increasing trade, 
and the incalculable extent to which it may increase, when 
the Railway, Roads and Canals, now in course of constritc- 
tion, connect it with the rich and populous districts of the 
North West, render the question of the comparative advan- 
tages of the Hooghly and the Miitlah rivers, as a commercial 
highway, one of national importance. We shall proceed to 
the consideration of the question, from the information before 
us, with all the attention which its importance demands. 

The Report of the Hooghly Committee, recently appointed 
by Government, to enquire into the condition of the river, is 
now before the public ; and it appears from this, that the 
channel is worse, by which we mean shoaler, than ever it has 
been witliin the memory of any one. A careful perusal of the 
evidence relating to its past and present conditifti, will, we 
think, be convincing on this point ; and the committee are 
evidently of this opinion. 

The majority say plainly : — “ If the statement now siib- 
‘ mitted by the undersigned be the true exponent of the evi- 
‘ deuce taken, it follows clearly, that the river Hooghly has 
‘ deteriorated up to the present time ; that that deterioration 
‘ has been gradual, and caused by the shoaling and contraction 
‘ of its deep channels from accumulations of silt, and that 
‘ under the present condition of the river, the deterioration 
‘ will be progressive.” 

Mr. Piddington, in his separate Report, says : — “ 1 am of 
‘ opinion, that up to the close of the year 1853, there is no fair 
‘ ground for supposing that the Hooghly has, upon the whole, 

‘ deteriorated, from Calcutta to the sea.” The italics are his. 
We infer, therefore, that he believes it to have deteriorated 
in part, so that there is no material difterence between 
his conclusions from the evidence, and those arrived at by*the 
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other members. In this case a part is equal to the whole, and 
therefore we might accept it as an ascertained fact, that rhe 
Hooglily has deteriorated. 

Now the question arises — can any thing be done for its 
improvement? If it be true that the Hooghly is getting 
shoaler and shoaler, while ships are, as we see, getting larger 
and larger, it follows that unless the channel can be deepened 
considerably, merchants trading to Calcutta must soon either 
forego the advantages resulting from vessels of the largest ton- 
nage, which are believed to be the most profitable, or these 
vessels must resort to some channel of communication with 
Calcutta, adapted to their great size and draft. Supposing it 
possible, as the committee suggest, that the channels of the 
liooghly could be improved, we fear they could never be ren- 
dered deep enough to receive such vessels as are now in course 
of construction. The Hooghly, in its best days, could not have 
admitted such ships as we may soon expect to see. To render 
the channel safe and easy for vessels of the class which now fre- 
quent the port, is all that the most sanguine can expect. We 
may regard it as certain, that no engineering skill will ever 
enable Messrs. Scott, Russel and Co.’s Leviathan steamer to get 
up to Calcutta by the Hooghly. If, as stated, she draw 32 
feet, she could not even pass through its seaward channel — in 
short, she could not get into the Hooghly at all. We question, 
indeed, whether tlie new American Clipper, The Great Repuh- 
licy which we observe lately made such a rapid passage across 
the Atlantic, or any vessel of her class, will ever be seen off 
Calcutta. ^11 such vessels, therefore, (and the same may be 
said of all drawing more than 23 feet,) however profitable 
to the merchant and advantageous to the community they 
may prove to be, must evidently be excluded from Calcutta, 
so long as the Hooghly continues to be the only com- 
mercial highway to it. This is no doubt a very disagreeable 
truth, and it would be useless to blind ourselves to it, as it 
will, ere long, force itself into notice. 

It is almost needless to say, that even for the present class of 
vessels the navigation of this river is very tedious, dangerous, 
and expensive. All vessels drawing above 18 feet must wait 
for the spring tides ; when, with the assistance of a steamer, 
at £35, and sometimes £40 per day, they may get to sea in 
three or four days ; but without such assistance not for fifteen 
days or more ! Vessels of greater draft could not proceed 
at all without steam, except during the rains, and even 
at that season none of 20 feet or upwards could proceed 
without steam. It often happens that a steamer is not avail- 
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able, and then deep ships must v^ait till the next sprites, and 
lose thereby a fortnight after being ready for sea This cause 
oi detention we hope to see removed soon. There is, not un- 
frequently too, another cause of detention at the mouth of the 
Hooghly, where, during the soiUh-west monsoon, ships 
cannot procee« i to sea if I ho wind is strong and hangs to the 
southward, which is very apt to occur during that season. At 
the present time of writing, there are fourteen vessels detain- 
ed on this account at Saugor and Kedgeree ; some for five, 
others for ten days. But this is comparatively a short period. 
We know vessels have been declined I here sometimes for 
twenty days by adverse winds. This is irremediable. As for the 
dangers of this river, they are too well known. We have been 
informed that all the ships lost last year between Calcutta an^ 
Kiigland, were lost in the Hooghly. This may be a mistake ; 
but at any rate, seven vessels during the last year were lost in 
this river. The consequent high rate of Insurance, together 
with steam hire, pilotage, and unavoidable delay, make up a 
bill of costs of which every merchant connected with the port 
is aware. It must be confessed, therefore, that the navigation 
of the Hooghly is, as we have stared, tedious, dangerous, and 
ex[>ensive, even for the class of vessels which now resort to it. 
Whether this state of things can be overcome by the skill of 
the engineer, iscatirely problematical, and as it is a question witli 
wliicli we are not competent to deal, we must leave it to others to 
discuss. But earnestly hoping as we ilo, that engineering skill, 
wirieh has worked such wonders elsew here, may work a miracle 
on tliG Hooghly, yet we cannot expect such an intproveraent 
of the cliaiinel as wT)uld adapt it to vessels of much greater 
draft than those wdiich now frequent the port, and it is to be 
feared tliat no material improvement could be made, save at 
enormous cost 

Of the success of Mr. Piddington’s schemes for deepening 
the channel, we confess that we entertain little or no hope. 
If “ the feeders of the Hooghly ” were kept clear, as he pro- 
poses, one effect w^ould evidently be to bring down an additional 
quantity of silt into the channel of the Hooghly ; and unless 
w'e are to suppose, that the force of the downward stream will 
be so much augmented as to sweep tliis out to sea, together 
with the sand and mud which now impede the channel, we do 
not see how it will be iinjirovetl. But if the current could be 
augmented sufficiently to produce such an effect, what would 
be the effect upon the shipping ? We venture to assert that no 
vessel would be safe in such a stream. No anchor would hold. 
It may be demonstrated by a simple calculation of relativo 

i; u 
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forces^ but seeiDs so evident that we need not have reconrae 
to figures. We have only to observe the effect of the freshes, 
to be convinced, that any cQnsiderable augmentation of the force 
of the stream would greatly endanger the shif>piug. But it 
is not probable that the stream would be much, if at all accele- 
r^.ted, by the means proposed, and the result would be an in- 
creased deposit of sand and mud below Kalpee seaward ; or 
in the worst part of the channel ; beyond which it would pro- 
bably never be taken by the ebb tide , but would remain os- 
cillating between it and the flood, now forming banks here, 
now there, and rendering the channel much more intricate than 
it now is, if not very much shoaler. But Mr. Piddington pro- 
poses “ picks” worked by some simple and very cheap process, 
by which the silt is to be stin*ed up and kept on the move. As 
a bank or ridge forms, this subaqueous peeler ' is to be in 
readiness to keep it moving. It is not to be permitted to stop 
the way. Such machines, it appears, have been successfully 
used in the upper channels of the Canadian rivers, but the 
broad channels of the Ilooghly, from Calcutta to the sea, with 
its ebb and flow of tide, presents difficulties to the successful 
application of these picks that do not exist in the upper parts 
of the Canadian rivers, which have a strong and constant 
downward stream, that sweeps all before it, and gives it no 
chance of return, Mr. Piddington thinks “ stirring is all that 
is required.” We much differ from him, because we are of 
opinion, that stirring, unless it could be made general and 
simultaneous, which is impossible, would cause the sands to 
shift, and would probably injure those channels in w hich they 
are now stationary and w^ell defined. 

If these pick-boats were adopted, a great number of them 
would, no doubt, be required, for, we presume, that “ the feeders’ 
would have a number of them, if they are to be kept clear ; 
and if so, they would extend from the Ganges to liloyds’ 
Channel, or more than 300 miles. How many this would 
occupy we do not know, but however cheap individually, they 
would, we dare say, amount to a considerable sum in the 
aggregate, which the shipping would have to defray. Tijis, 
doubtless, would be cheerfully paid, if the object in view were 
attained, but we are inclined to think, with due deference to 
Mr. Piddington’s judgment and nautical experience, that these 
boats would probably add to the expenses of the port, which 
are already very great, without any benefit whatever to the 
shipping ; indeed, if our supposition be correct, they w ould be 
very injurious rather than beneficial, by causing shifting sands 
where they are now stationary, and very probably an increased 
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iSeposit of silt in the lower channels, which would, in fact, make 
had worse. The ebb tide would never, we repeat, take it out 
to sea, that is to say, altogether clear of the sands ; and if it 
did not, but one result can be expected, it will remain heaped 
up in the seaward channels. 

The MutlalijOn theother hand, seems to possess every advau*- 
fage that can be desired for all classes <»f ships, save that it does 
not flow past Calcutta, with which, however, it can be easily con- 
nected by twenty-five miles of Railway.'*' But the committee 
point to “ the immense interests that would be most injuriously 
affected by such an event.” We believe this to be a mistake. The 
Hooghly would certainly never be deserted by such vessels as 
can navigate it easily, and there can be no doubt, that Calcutta, 
as it at present is, will be found not to have accommodation 
for the increase of trade, which may bo expected as the certain 
result of Railways, Roads and Canals ; and therefore an auxi- 
liary port on the Mutlah will assist rather than affect it inju- 
riously. But when we consider the increasing size of sliips, and 
the impossibility of adapting the Hooglily to their reception, 
the question is, not between that river and the Mutlah, but 
between the advantage to the community of employing the 
largest vessels, and those which would result from an adherence 
to t/iin^s as they are, out of regard to certain interests connected 
with Calcutta. The whole question, in fact, will resolve itself 
into one of comparative expense. 

It will be seen by the Chart prepared from Lieut. Ward’s late 
Survey, which we have had an opportunity of examining, that 
the Mutlah affords every facility for speedy and Safe navigation 
to within twenty-five miles of Calcutta. There is much less 
danger in approaching it than the Hooghly. The sands do not 
project so far out to sea ; and a Light House on the sand marked 
dry at low water,” by which the channel is divided, would, if 
a good one, be seen thirty miles, and not only keep ships clear 
of all surrounding danger, but would enable them to run into 
safe anchorage, even at night, without the assistance of a 
pilot; — an immense advantage over the Hooghly, at the eir- 
trance of which ships are compelled to wait for pilets some- 
times for three or four days, with great risk during the stormy 
season. This is no uncommon occurrence. Unfortunately we 
have not the means of ascertaining how many vessels have 
been lost on this account, but we might mention an instance of 
it which lias just occurred in the loss of the brig Adele, A 
Light House on the eastern point of the Mutlah entrance, 


♦ Vide Major Baker’s Report to Government, 26th Aiig^ust, 1852. 
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which is Olily eighteen miles from the outermost clangers, may 
perhaps be preferable to one' on the sand. The cliaiinel is 
broad and deep enough for the Leviathan steamer, if she draw 
35 feet, as there is only one spot with four fathoms at 

low water; and there is a rise there of 14 feet, whicli 

would give 38 feet at high water. Such a vessel may 

anMior in safety within twenty-five miles of Calcutta, close to 
the shore, where there is water enough for her or any vessel 
that any other port will admit, as it appears that the Mutlah, in 
respect of depth of water, is not inferior to any harbour in the 
world. There are no whirling and rapid tides, their greatest 
velocity in the springs being, according to Lt. Ward, 4^ knots ; 
and this, during the freshes in the Hooghly ; consequently, 
if a Vessel chanced to ground there, siie would not be 

subject, as in the Hooghly, to roll over by the force of tide, 
by which so many vessels and lives have been lost. A ship 
Las often, under these circumstances, totally disappeared in a 
few minutes in the Hooghly, No bore breaks up the Mutlah ; 
nor has it shifting sands like the Hooghly, which is shown 
by a comparison between the late and former surveys. Lt. Ward 
says in his report, dated November 15tb, 1853 — ‘‘I find no 
material change has taken place in the river since surveyed in 
1839’ ’ — an interval of fourteen years. This is a very great 
advantage, wliich can only be fully appreciated by those who 
know tlie Hooghly, in which old sands shift, and new ones 
form, in the most eccentric and unexpected way. A new 
liinq), first discovered by some unlucky deep ship, is not an 
uncommon occurrence. The accident to the American Clipper 
Mamhler, in this way, in April last, which compelled the 
return of the vessel to Calcutta on her beam ends, from the 
shifting of her cargo, will be fresh in the memory of many. 

From the head of the Mutlah, a distance of only sixty miles 
from the outside sands, a vessel would probably get to sea 
easily in one day during the neap or spring tides, with the 
assistance of steam, and without it in about three, or at most 
four days, or in the same time as with steam by the Hooghly ; 
and without any consequent risk, or any chance of detention 
on account of strong southerly winds, which so often happens 
at the exit of the Hooghly; for it is a singular fact, and one 
perhaps not generally known, that to the eastward of the 
Hoogbly’s entrance the winds are often moderate when they are 
blowing strong off the Hooghly, and we could name a Commander 
of a steamer who, upon more than one occasion, availed himself 
of this knowledge, when being unable to get out of the Hooghly 
on account of these strong winds, he passed into the Mutlah 
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through Channel Creek, ^hicli connects the two rivers, his 
steamer being of light draft, and so out to sea, with moderate 
winds and smooth water, finding upon one of these occasions, 
on his return, tlie ships which he had left in the Hooghly still 
wind-bound there, although twelve days had elapsed. 

Such then is the Miitlah. Our information has been obtain- 
ed from the best authority, and gleaned from sources on which 
w’e can entirely rely. When w'e eoinpar(? the facilities of this 
river with the difficulties, dangers, and delays of the Hooghly, 
it seems w^onderful that it has been so long neglected or over- 
looked. As we shall presently shew — it ought long ere this to 
have been made useful. A vessel could probably navigate it 
at a third, or less, the cost w bicb the Hooghly demands. Take 
for instance a vessel drawing 22 feet off Calcutta. To get to 
sea she must take the top of the springs, and would require 
during the N. E. monsoon three days’ steam hire, at Rs. 350 
per day, and during the S. W. five days ; which would give 
for the former Hs. 1,050, for the latter Rs. 1,750, to which add 
pilotage 700 == 2,450, and incidental expenses, probably Rs, 
500 more. Total — Rs.2,f)50 or £295 to get her to sea By the 
Mutlah one day’s steam hire would suffice = 350 -f- 350 for 
pilotage = 700, But say 1,000 Rs. in all ; and vve have the 
enormous difference in favor of the Mutlah of Rs. 1,950 or 
£200 nearly for each ship. A vessel of 19 or 20 feet, which is 
the ordinary draft, would take four days to get to sea from 
Calcutta, at a cost of Rs. 1,400 or more for steam hire, and Rs. 
500 for pilotage. 

The same vessel would require to get to sea by 
the Mutlah, one day’s steam hire, or Rs. 350, and for 
pilotage Rs. 200, according to the rate established for the 
Hooghly, which circumstances would, doubtless, much re- 
duce for the Mutlah. Thus it appears that there would be a 
saving of about two-thirds the cost of the Hooghly ; to say 
nothing of the saving on Insurance, in proportion to the dimi- 
nution of risk, and of course the saving on total loss to the 
Insurers. 

It may not be generally knowm that this fine river is con- 
nected with Calcutta by the canals, which join it with the 
Hooghly ; and there is another in course of construction, which 
will be completed shortly. By these canals a great and increas- 
ing trade goes on between Calcutta and the flastern Districts, 
Dacca and other places, which passes through the head of the 
Mutlah, at all seasons, en route to Calcutta; and we have 
been informed that from 50 to 160 large deeply laden boats 
have been seen to pass through there in one tide. during 
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the dry season, or for seven months of the year, Tvhen the 
Nuddea rivers are impassable, the whole of the goods for ex- 
portation from Calcutta come that way ! From this it appears 
that whether the Mutlah be adopted as a port, or not, a Rail- 
road in that direction is desirable. But it certainly seems that 
it would be to the interest of the merchant, no less than to that 
of the Ship-owner and the Insurer, to ship their produce there. 
Much of the transit cost to Calcutta may surely thereby be 
saved. Rice, for which there is such an increasing demand, 
could probably be shipped on the Mutlah, at a cost far below 
that paid for it in the Hooghly, as almost the whole of it comes 
from the IJastern Districts, and must, of course, be much en- 
hanced in price by the canal dues. 

The Mutlah, therefore, has not to wait for a Railroad to 
Calcutta, ere it can be made useful as an auxiliary port. A light- 
vessel to point out the entrance, and a few buoys, are all, we 
presume, that would be required to render it quite safe for ships. 
Pilots would very speedily be qualified for it, as the channel 
offers no difficulties whatever ; and we venture to say, that 
after it has been buoyed, a careful seaman could, unassisted, take 
his ship up or down, with perfect safety, by the chart. The want 
of pilots therefore would offer no obstacle to its immediate 
adoption ; but, no doubt, on an application from the proper 
quarter, Government would speedily obtain them by offering 
to license a certain number who may qualify for it, either from 
the Pilot or the Merchant service. 

Having said so much in favor of the Mutlah, there remains 
to be considered what has been said against it. It is not to be 
supposed that the friends of the old and venerable Hooghly, 
who feel such a deep interest in its welfare and prosperity, 
have nothing to urge in its defence, and in depreciation of its 
formidable rival. But friendship should be sacrified to truth, 
and therefore any tenderness we may have for this time- 
honored stream, we feel it incumbent on us to suppress, in 
pronouncing judgment upon it We care little for all that 
may be said in its behalf — whether it be a “ noble river,^' or 
a sacred — so long as its channel remains closed to the largest 
vessels, such as are now being built ; and this, we believe, will 
ever be the case. Improved it might, perhaps, be, but never 
sufliciently to render it comparable to that of the Mutlah, 
with which we are comparing it. Tedious, dangerous, and 
difficult its navigation will ever remain. But we are not 
dealing with probabilities, but with facts. We must look 
to the Mutlah, therefore, as it is from nature, rather than to 
the Hooghly, as it mlpht be from the engineer, and will pass 
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at once to what lias been urged against the former. M^ssr^, 
Henderson and Greaves, in their Memoir concerning Flo^iing 
Docks, at Howrah, have made some singular statements in 
depreciation of the Mutlah, and in praise of the Hooghly, on 
which thej^ are anxious to establish these Docks. With res- 
pect to the ad' aijtages of such docks, there can be no dotbt 
whatever, especially in such a river as this, where ships are 
never safe during certain seasons; and therefore we might 
admit all the arguments in their lavor, hut* must question the 
eligibility of the Howrah site, or indeed of any spot on the 
Hooghly ; because we believe that a more desirable one may 
be found elsewhere. Gjantiug then to these gentlemen that 
their calculations appertaining to the Docks are unanswerable, 
we join issue respecting the proposed site ; and as may be 
anticipated, from what we have said, we prefer th^ Mullah 
which they endeavor to depreciate. 

At page 9 of the Memoir it is stated of the Mutlah : — The 
‘ sea entrance we fearlessly assert is infinitely more dangerous 
‘ and difficult than the Hooghly, and lies under this jjeculiar 
‘ disadvantage, that whenever the Hooghly does discharge 
‘ itself of the sand accumulated in it, the greater portion is 
‘ deposited in the Eastern Sundefbund mouths, and their con- 
‘ nected sand-banks.” This is new" to us. But the only in- 
ference to be drawn from it, in connection with recent obser- 
vations, is unfavorable to the Hooghly, for they demoiivStrate, 
that there has been no aggregation of sand in that direction 
for the last fourteen years ; tlm channel seaward of the 
Mutlah, as recently surveyed by Ward, being the same 
as when Lloyd surveyed it in ^839; exce})t, that a middle 
ground w liich existed in its eastern channel then, has entirely 
disappeared. If it be true, then, that whenever the Hooghly 
does discharge its sand, it is deposited there j)rincipally, it fol- 
lows that it lias parted w ith none of it for the last fourteen 
years at least; and therefore it must be rajiidly silting up ! But 
although defending the Mutlah from misrepresentation, we 
are reluctant to believe any thing so dreadful with respect to 
the Hooghly. What the natural arrangement may be with 
reference to the disposal of the discharged sands of the 
Hooghly, it concerns us not to enquire. Nature, which ab- 
hors a vacuum, may, for aught we know, have as great a 
dislike to deep pits ; so perhaps it is sent to the Swatch. 

We have the following at page 18: — “ We have before 
‘ remarked, that to a vessel bound to Calcutta, there exist 
‘ between Balasore Roads and the Floating Lights, certain 
‘ well known features as to soundings and bottom, which 
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‘ form a mark, towards which ships in tlie south-west monsoon 
‘ may steer with safety for a pilot, wlio, from the peculiarities 
‘ of the soundings, can cross the tails of the sea reefs and bear 
* up channel in perfect confidence of finding the upper floating 
‘ light, even should the lower light not have been seen. On 
‘ the other hand, a vessel wishing to enter the Mutlah river, 

‘ between the Mutlah and Bulcherry Sands, would have, in 
‘ the south-west monsoon, to run thirty miles to leeward, and 
‘ to cross the tails of the Saugor Sand, the Lighthouse Sand, 

‘ and the Bulcherry Sand ; while, from the absence of the 
‘ peculiarities of the bottom, there would be no sufficient guide 
‘ to indicate the ship’s position opposite the numerous channels 
‘ extending to the eastward, most of which, and particularly 
‘ the Mutlah, have a bar or shoal between the reefs, similar to 
‘ that formed by the Gaspar Sand between the Eastern Sea 
‘ Beef and Saugor Sand.” There is a remarkable combi- 
nation of nautical knowledge and ignorance in the forego- 
ing. It will be sufficient to say that a reference to the 
Chart of the Sand-heads will prove, with respect to the 
w^ell known features as to the soundings and bottom,” that 
they are equally well marked for the Mutlah — they are the 
same in fact, as it would be approached during the south- 
west monsoon from the westward ; and once at the Eastern 
Channel Light Station, a course about east-north-east for 
thirty miles before the wind, would bring a vessel to the 
Mutlah Light Ship, the blue light from which she would see 
at night before she lost sight of the Hooghly light. If any 
Commander of a vessel could run her into danger under such 
circumstances, the owners should be liable to prosecution for 
entrusting life and property to one so incompetent. There is 
nothing easier than to find fault; and the Mutlah is evident- 
ly in disfavor with Messrs. Henderson and Greaves. “ A bar 
‘ or shoal between the reefs, similar to that formed by the 
‘ Gaspar Sand, between the Eastern Sea Beef and Saugor 
‘ Sand,” does not exist, as stated, in the seaw'ard channel of the 
Mutlah. It is perfectly free from all obstructions of the kind ; 
and on the Eastern side has not less throughout than five and 
a half fathoms. 

Here is another obiection “ It should also be remembered 
‘ that to the sailor the navigation is one entirely of longitude, 
‘ not easily attainable at the end of a voyage, with a 
‘ doubtful knowledge of the latitude, and a frequent pre- 
‘ valence of thick weather.” This applies equally to the 
entrance of the Hooghly, and the danger which 
might result from an error in the chronometer, or in 
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^calculation, is obviated, as we have stated above, by making 
ilie land to tlie westward ; and thereby ascertaining the 
exact position of the ship before the Sand-heads are ap- 
proached. In the North-east Monsoon they may be approach- 
ed without any such precaution, as the lead would be a suffi- 
cient guide; ind if a ship got too far to the eastward, w^hich 
is very improbable at that season, she would be to windward, 
and would therefore have no difiicitlty in running to westward, 
taking care not to shoal under seven or eight mthoms, which 
would bring her upon the light station, wliether it be oft' the 
Hooghly or the Miitlab. A careftil Commander at the Sand- 
heads, by which we mean the whole sea-face of the Soonderbuns, 
is guided by his lead, and not by liis longitude, as the#iurrents 
are uncertain and variable ; and although the observations taken 
may be quite correct, yet an interval of an boar oi two may 
place a vessel very far froni the position which the observa- 
tions, brought down to the time by what is called the dead 
reckoning, may give. 

It is needless to notice further the objections contaiued in 
this Memoir, which arise evidently from a strong bias against 
the Mutlah, and a desire to extol the Hooghly ; but we might 
observe, that whatever may be tho fancied resemblance to the 
Janies and Mary sand in the Mutlah, arising from local pecu- 
liarities will) respect to contiguous rivers and channels, there 
are no impediments whatever to navigation, the channel at the 
place indicated being 160 yards wide, and the least water five and 
a half fathoms, or 33 feet at all seasons. The surveying brig 
went through it. The James and Mary channel, on the other 
hand, is only eighty yards wide in its narrowest part, with a 
varying depth of from 7 to 17 feet at low water, the latter during 
tlie freshes only, or for three months of the year. 

It has been objected also that vessels leaving the entrance of 
the Mutlah during the South-west Monsoon, would be thirty 
miles farther to leeward than at the entrance of the Eastern 
Channel, where the Light Vessel now is planted. What then ? 
Under the worst circumstances, namely, strong S. West winds 
and a high sea, this would place her at the utmost only two 
days behind a vessel leaving at the same time the present Light 
Station ; ?ind this can only happen for three or four months of 
the year. If the wind come from the S. Eastward, as often 
happens, when the Monsoon has not regularly set in, the Mutlah 
vessel would have manifestly the advantage, and we think with 
smoother, because deeper, water. But these rivers are not 
fairly compared in this way. Suppose we take the starting 
point further back. Let us say for instance, that a vessel 
leaves Calcutta, while another is leaving the loading point on 
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the Mutlah, wherever that might be ; and we will not take into 
account that they may be ships drawing 22 feet, which would 
make no difference in the Mutlah ; but we will suppose them to 
be vessels of ordinary draft. Now, while it would require four 
days to get the former to sea, the latter would be out in owe, 
and consequently would have three days start of the Hooghly 
vessel, and would thus be one day ahead of her — or to windward. 
In this case she is supposed to have met with the strong winds 
and high sea, which would give her the disadvantage to lee- 
’ward ; but it must be remembered that this is to suppose also 
a state of the weather, which would probably detain the 
Hooghly vessel at Saugor for an indefinite time, while the 
other iyproceeding on her course ; for unlike the Hooghly, there 
is nothing in the Mutlah, as may be seen by an examination 
of the Chart, to prevent any vessel from beating out through 
its seaward channels in any breeze in which a vessel could carry 
sail. The objection, therefore, with respect to its entrance 
placing a ship at a disadvantage to leeward is not admis- 
sible. 

Mr. Piddington has some speculative objections against tlie 
Mutlah, which do great credit to his ingenuity and research, 
but they do not appear to be supported by facts. We cannot 
accept conclusions drawn from imaginary premises. We see 
no reason to believe that the Mutlah is more in the way of 
cyclones than the Hooghly ; nor that the land in that direction 
is more liable than in this to subterranean influences, causing 
either elevatjon or depression. It has been demonstrated by a 
comparison of observations, made wdthin clear historical periods, 
that the upper portion of the valley of the Ganges, and the 
Burrumpooter valley also, are in course of elevation, and there 
seems no reason to believe that the lower part is excepted, and 
still less to suppose that part of it which embraces the Mutlah 
is in course of depression, while the opposite action is going on 
around the Hooghly. We may therefore disregard any ejec- 
tions to the Mutlah which might arise from a supposition that 
the land there is sinking; as not only opposed to fair inference, 
but directly contrary to all the geological evidence — little 
enough, it must be admitted — which we have upon the subject. 

Upon the probable effects of a cyclone wave in the Soon- 
derbiiiis, as drawn by Mr. Piddington, we cannot speculate. 
Imagination might draw a fearful picture, indeed, if we choose 
to conjure up a wave 40 feet high ! We can only deal with 
facts ; and there are none on record to show that the effect of 
the cyclone wave is greater at the head of the Mutlah than 
it is off Calcutta. The consequences of an extraordinary rise 
pf the tide, such as may be expected in all rivers during a 
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gale, Diay be guarded against in the usual simple way by 
bunds, such as protect all low lands, and may be seen along 
the banks of the Hooghly. Look at some of the lands of 
Fdirope, which are many feet below the level of the sea, teem- 
ing with an industrious and wealthy population ! If it should 
appear that the Mutlah is the only accessible port for large 
ships, are such ships to be excluded,- -are we to lose all the 
advantages which they might offer to the community at large, 
because its banks are low ? Can the engineering skill, which 
is invoked for the Hooghly, do nothing for us there ? But we 
do not believe tliat there are any objections to the banks of the 
Mutlah that may not also be urged against those of the Hoogh- 
ly — none certainly which should be considered as fatal to its 
adoption as a port, should it become necessary for the admis- 
sion of large ships. If we are to set about calculating upon 
possibilities, we shall hardly know where to be safe, and our 
lives would be jmssed in feverish anxiety from mere anticipation 
of calamity. Here we are likely to be swamped — there swal- 
lowed up ; for, says Mr. J'iddington, “Geologists well know 
tliat there is nothing so unstable as the earth beneath our feet.*' 
It makes us quite nervous to think about it, so we would 
rather not dwell upon the subject. 

We have only now to invite the attention of those most in- 
terested to the subjeci. To such we must leave it to solve the 
problem involved, viz.^ the sacrifice of this interest, or of that. 
Tiie increasing size of ships will not afford much time for its 
solution, and we trust that tlie fads herein stated may be use- 
ful to those who may feel disposed to take up the ques- 
tion. 

In the early part of 1853, the Court of Directors addressed 
the Government of India on the subject of a Railway to 
Diamond Harbour, with Wet Docks there; by which they thought 
that ships would avoid the dangers of the Hooghly. This was 
shown to be a mistake but it proved the anxiety and willing^ 
ness of the Court to lay out the necessary amount, if the safety 
of the shipping could be secured by it. The same amount, as 
the distance is about the same, would connect the head of the 
Mutlah with Calcutta by a Rail, and not only would the 
special object be attained, wliich the Court had in view, but 
very great advantages besides. We incline therefore to the 
opinion, that the day is not far distant when the attention of 
Government will be again drawn to this subject. Should 
it ever be determined to have a Railroad to the Mutlah, a 
judicious selection of the site for the terminus will be a chief 


* Vide Governor General's Hailway Minute. 
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consideration. Upon this, we would in conclusion, olFer a few 
remarks. 

Colonel Baker, we see in his Report to Government, dated 
26th August, 1853, (vide selections from the Records of the 
Bengal Government) advocates lot 54, at the head of the 
river, as the most eligible site for the terminus ; but at that 
time the survey of tlie river was not completed, and he was 
therefore ignorant of the objections to this site which are now 
manifest. A glance at the river chart will shew that the whole 
of this reach, namely, from lot 54 down to lot 48, is not only 
narrow, but shoal in most places along the western bank, near 
to- which vessels of deep draft could not lie. This is an objec- 
tion, and a very serious one. But there is another objection 
not less Svorthy of consideration. The reach is six miles long, and, 
as may be seen, is exposed throughout this distance to the full 
force of the southerly winds, and with this drift it may be 
expected to be rough, which would be objectionable for deeply 
laden boats. But Col. Baker proposes to remedy any oe* 
rious objections which might exist to the adoption of this site, 
by the construction of Wet Docks, at a cost of fifty-six lacs^ 
of Rupees over and above the cost of the Railroad ; which, ac- 
cording to his estimate, would cost somewhat less than this sum, 
so that the remedy would involve an additional outlay of more 
than the cost of the Rail; and would, besides, increase the 
charges on merchandize five annas per ton, in order to meet 
the interest of this increased amount. We are guided, of 
course, by Col. Baker’s estimate. This would be a very ex- 
pensive remedy, but no doubt it will be considered in connec- 
tion with the information which w^e now have about the river. 
The calculations of the Wet Dock Committee, alluded to by 
CoL Baker, from which it is made to appear that Wet Docksf 
would be a saving on each ton of shipping of Rs. 3-6-5, may 
be a safe estimate for the Hooghly, but is not quite applicable 
to the Mutlah. All that is required is a safe and spacious 
harbour. Wet Docks, no doubt, offer greater advantages, but 
we have to consider whether they would compensate for such 
an enormous outlay as such docks would require. A safe 
harbour the Hooghly does not afibrd ; but is there not one in 
the Mutlah ? It appears by the Chart, that a few miles below 
the spot indicated by Col. Baker, where the river takes a 
bend to the eastward, namely, from Eedoo Creek to Hooldee 
Creek, there is a broad reach, two miles long or more, with 
deep water close to its banks from side to side, which seeu^s to 
offer a fine harbour for any class of ships. It has the ad- 
vantage of being protected from violent south western or 
laortU western winds, as they must blow across it, and there^ 
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fore it must be at all times smooth, which would be of great 
consequence to laden boats. 

If our supposition be correct, it appears that a more eligible 
site for a Railway terminus than the one proposed by CoL 
Baker, may be found on the ground to the northward of 
Bedoo Creek, which is about the same distance from Calcutta 
as the other spot. We depend for orr calculations upon the 
Chart, and the new Map of the 24-Pergunnahs ; and our 
readers will at once understand our remains by glancing at 
the accompanying outline Chart, in!o which we have in- 
troduced both the Railway [iroposed by Col. Baker, and 
that which we have ventured to suggest in preference. The 
natural impediments d # not appear to be greater than 
the Rail would have to encounter higher up. 3diey would 
be very trifling in either case. As the sliipping would be 
abreast the contiguous triangular lot, a light bridge may be 
thrown over Eedoo Creek, which need not be crossed by the 
Rail. If Wet Docks be eventually determined upon, they may 
be made here as well as higher up, at any future day, without 
the necessity of waiting for them, as in the mean time the 
ship[)ing will have a roomy and safe anchorage in the river. 
If the other site be adopted, Wet Docks must be made at 
once. 

We are not aware whether Col. Baker has yet had an opportu- 
nity of examining the country adjacent (o the site wliich we here 
point out ; if not, ])erhaps a personal inspection will give him 
a more favourable opinion of it. We have ascertained tliat tlie 
crews of the Purveying Vessels did not suffer from the effects 
of the climate, although tliey were in that vicinity during the 
worst months of the year, September and October. The 
natives about there do not suffer from the climate ; and there 
seems to be no reason to suppose that Europeans would be 
more affected by it there, than a few miles further up. As for 
the surrounding jungle, that would very speedily dkappenr in 
tlie neighbourhood of a Railway. The upper site cauiiot be 
free from this objection, as the whole country about there is, 
we believe, uncultivated. 

We have now placed before the public the facts with which 
we are acquainted, and have endeavoured to deal impartially with 
them ; but much more may remain to be said on either side of 
this important question, which we must leave to others to dis- 
cuss. 

We should be glad to see some Experiment tried on the 
Hooghly, with a view to its improvement. If it be practicable, 
the question between it and the Mutlah will be decided, and 
there will be an end to all anxiety upon the subject. 
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Art. VI . — Bengal as a Field of Missions, By M. Wylie, Esq*, 
First Judge of the Calcutta Court of Small Causes, 
London, 1854, 

Time was, when it was said of every Englishman that came 
to India, that he left his Christianity behind him at the Cape. 
Time was, when an officer of the Indian army so far degraded 
himself as to worship Hindu idols, and perform ablutions, on 
the banks of the Ganges. Time was, when a Director of the 
East India Company could deliberately affirm, that the conver- 
sion of one hundred thousand natives to Christianity would be 
the greatest calamity to India, and when Christian statesmen, 
mitred bishops and reverend reviewers declaimed against Mis- 
sions, as the promoters of insubordination, and the parents of 
political convulsions. Those days have happily gone by. A 
new era has commenced. English gentlemen are not now 
ashamed to bring their Christianity along with them to India ; 
and some, who Iiad no religion when they left their native 
shores, have found it in India. More than a hundred thousand 
natives have been converted, and yet no dire calamity has over- 
taken us. Christian statesmen speak favourably of Missions, 
which have now become an established fact. Among these 
signs of an improved state of things, the publication of Bengal 
as a Field of Missions, by Mr. Wylie, the first Judge of the 
Calcutta Court of Small Causes, is not the least interesting. 

For a Calcutta publication, the book before us is very well 
got up,” And though the estimable author “ regrets that some 
important errors have escaped correction,” yet it ought to 
be remarked, that these errors are few — fewer indeed than 
could be reasonably expected in a work bristling with tabular 
statements and statistical details. In the frontispiece is a 
map of the Presidency of Bengal, for which the author is in- 
debted, as he tells us in the Preface, to Mr. Woodrow, 
of the Education Department. The map is so good, that 
we were scarcely prepared for the singular error of placing 
Bansberriah above Pundooah, the truth being, as every body 
in these Railway times knows, that the latter place is at least 
eleven miles to the north-west of the former, 

Mr. Wylie’s book is a most valuable compilation. We call 
it a compilation, for it makes no pretensions to literary excel- 
lence. It shews no great skill in the arrangement of materials. 
In a literary point of view, the book has no very great merits. 
It reads like the Report of a Missionary Society, or rather like 
an article in a Review, It is full of extracts from other men’s 
writings. There are three hundred and eighty-nine octavo 
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pages in the volume ; of these one hundred and seventy- 
seven pages, excluding the tabular statements, are the com- 
positions of the author’s friends. We wish we had more of 
the author’s own composition. We wish he had given us in 
his own excellent business-like style, the information with 
which his friends furnished him. The writer says in the Pre- 
face, “a very severe illness, and the prospect of an early de* 
parture to Europe for a season, have interfered with my plans 
of revising the work.”^ Perhaps this accounts for the fault to 
which w e have just alluded. If so, that severe illness and that 

prospect of an early departure to Europe,” are greatly to be 
regretted on public grounds. 

Nevertheless, the volume before us bas merits of no mean 
order. It is a magazine of all manner of useful information 
regarding Bengal. The author has consulted every book 
relating to Bengal ; he has had access to the official records of 
the Bengal Government ; he has perused Parliamentary Blue- 
books and the Beports of Missionary Societies ; he has corres- 
ponded with and obtained such information from residents in 
all parts of the country, as is not to be found in any printed 
book ; and he has embodied all these materials, galhereU from 
so many reliable sources, within the compass of an ordinary 
volume. We have no hesitation in asserting that the body of 
information concerning Bengal, contained in the volume before 
us, is not to be found in any book in any language. 

To regard this useful compilation in the light merely of a 
Hand-hook of Missions in Hengaf would be to do it an act 
of injustice. It contains a vast mass of information concerning 
the physical aspect, the products, the y)opulation, the revenue, 
the religion, tlie education of every district of the Bengal Pre- 
sidency, together with the Tenasserim and Burmese Provinces. 
It is therefore as useful to the magistrate and collector, the 
iiidigo-planter, the educationist, and the general reader, as to 
the Missionary. 

But though the book is replete with all sorts of information, 
its chief object is to shew the singular facilities which Bengal 
affords for Missionary operations; the great disparity which 
obtains between the Missionary machinery, so to speak, and the 
mighty object to be accomplished ; and the consequent neces- 
sity of more vigorous exertions on the part of British Christians ; 
in a word, to present to the Christian chiircli the claims of 
Bengal as a field of Missions. At the outset our author wishes 
it to be understood that, in urging the claims ^ Bengal, he 
does not mean to insinuate that other parts of India have not 
similar claims to prefer. We give his own words : — 

I proceed to consider, in detail, the case of Bengal as a field of Mis- 
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sions — not that I wish to claim for Bengal any exclusive attention ; or that 
I wish the facts I have already stated to be overlooked, and Behgal magni- 
fied into all India. I have endeavoured to speak of India at large, in order 
that we may be the better prepared for the consideration of one of its 
})arts ; afui the more important and urgent the claims of Bengal may be 
proved to be, I hope that the tiuth will be remembered, that these are only 
a portion of the claims of India — a specimen, in fact, of India’s demands 
on the sympathy and devotion of the Church of Christ. Every district in 
Bengal, of which I shall write, has its counterparts in other Presidencies ; 
every neglected city in Bengal is but a type or a class of cities elsewhere. 
For great as the size of this whole Presidency nrtiy be, and lamentable as 
its destitution will appear, its case has only to be multiplied, to represent 
the case of all British India in the magnitude of her deplorable spiritual 
famine. 

The Presidency of Bengal comprehends the provinces of 
Bengal Proper, Behar and Orissa; the Tenasserim Pro- 
vinces; and the districts vrhicli are called the South Western 
Frontier Agency. It is comprised within seven degrees of 
northern latitude, and ten degrees of eastern longitude. From 
Darjeeling on the north, to the south point of Tenasserim, it is 
1,430 miles broad, while from Sirgoojah in the west, to Debroo- 
ghur in the north-eastern extremity, it is upwards of 1,500 miles 
long. The physical aspect of this vast area is of varied inter- 
est. It is intersected by noble rivers, which afford great facili- 
ties for internal communication ; the eastern portion of Bengal 
Proper being literally the “ land of the flood.” It is diversified 
w’ith so many eminences, that it has fair claims to the counter- 
part of the poet’s description — the “ land of the mountain 
while only forty-seven miles beyond Darjeeling, the highest 
mountain in the world, Kanchinchingah, rears its superb head 
28,177 feet above the level of the sea. It abounds in extensive 
woods of all descriptions, from the low bushes of the jungle 
mehals, and the pestiferous thickets of the Sunderbuns, to the 
teak forests of the Burmese Provinces, and the fir forests of the 
Kliasia hills. It possesses wide-extended plains, bearing on 
their bosoms the food of n'ations — plains which for richness and 
fertility baflSe all competition, and which have earned for Ben- 
gal Proper the soubriquet of the “ Garden of Asia.” Innumer- 
able acres of land, waving with the homely paddy and the rich 
indigo; forests of the cocoa, the palm, and the betel, with their 
long shafts rising gracefully abow the ground, and their leafy 
heads basking aloft in the sun ; plantations of the sugar-cane 
neatly trimmed and carefully fenced, to guard against the 
nightly attacks of the plundering jackal ; orange-groves loaded 
with golden ||uitage, diffusing fragrance far around ; and ten 
thousand clumps of the plantain, the niangoe, the jack, and the 
tamarind — =all these diversify the scenery of this highly favored 
country. It is rich in all manner of agricultural productions, 
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in rice, cotton, silk, indigo, sugar. Nor is it entirely destitute 
of mineral products. Coal, iron, copper, gold, and of precious 
stones, the diamond are found in Beerblioom, in Assam, and 
tho divisions of the South Western Frontier Agency. 

Various peoples, languages, and tongues are found within 
the limits of the Bengal Presidency. Here is the vivaci- 
ous and quick Bengali, whose phyMcal organization is feehle 
to effeminacy, who “ lives in a constant vapour bath,’* 
whose mind is as weak as it is notoriously supple and acute, 
and whose morals are by no means of the best description. 
Here is tlie stupid but honest Oriya, simple and gullible to a 
proverb, delighting in the performance of menial offices, and 
un visited with tho idea of raising himself to a higlter plat- 
fo’*m of rational existence. Here is the hkistering Khotta of 
Behar, largely given to shopping and cheating. Here i.s the 
sensual Assamese, ruled by woman, and exhibiting iu his moral 
character traits of disgusting impurity. And here, too, are to 
be found, on the ruggetl hills of Bhagulpore and Chota Nag- 
pore, the various aboriginal tribes, the hard-drinking and dance- 
loving Santals, true to their oath taken by the tiger’s skin — the 
unpolished Coles, rude and inhuman in their dispositions, and 
the barbarous Hhangurs, serving as beasts of burden. The 
languages used in the country are as various as the races which 
inhabit it. The Bengali is the language of Bengal Proper ; 
tho Hindu and Urdu, of Behar; unj)olished monosyllabic 
languages of aboriginal liill tribes ; and the Burmese of Pegu 
and the Tenasserim Provinces. 

Nor are the religious faith and practices of these races less 
various. Hinduism, with its endless rites and ceremonies, is the 
religion of the jnajority. Islamism has a large number of fol- 
fowers. A diluted Buddhism is the faith of the myriads of 
the Burmese Provinces; while a sort of fetichism (for such it 
must be called) exercises domination over the consciences of 
tlie border tribes, for whose conversion to Brahmanism strenu- 
ous exertions were, it would appear, made in bye-gone days. 

In a financial point of view, Bengal is not the least interesting 
of the provinces comprehended in the British Indian Empire. 
Considered in this light, it has been justly termed the “ milch 
cow of India.” On this subject, our author, after giving variotli 
statistical details, remarks as follows : — 

The total revenue of the Presidency for 1850-51, including the revenue 
of the Straits’ Settlements, and the subsidies which I have mentioned, is 
stated at iJ10,083,275 ; deducting those items it was about £9,800,000. 
But calculating as strictly as the Finance Committee appear to have done, 
those reccij)t9 only, which especially rise from Bengal, the amount probably 
may be reduced to about £9,500,000. The charges proper to Bengal, oa 
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tbis large reyenTje, includiug, of course, tfee cost of tlbe production of t&r 
salt and tlae opin«i, amount to more than £3,000,000, leaving a surplus of 
£500,000 more than there was in 18*41, that is, of £6,300,000 a year, ap- 
plidable to the general Gk)Ternment ©f India. 

Such is the country, the claims of which, Us a field of Missionsy 
are urged in the book before as. 

It will, we suppose, be acknowledged on all hands, that 
British Christians owe a debt of obligation to the people of 
Bengal. Bengal is one of their earliest conquests. In Bengal 
was laid the foundation of tlmt magnificent empire, which 
rouses the envy and cupidity of distant rulers, and excites the 
admiration of the world. And it is Bengal which of all other 
countries, perhaps, has made the largest accession to the wealth 
of Britain. Sirrely it stands to reason that Britain, as a return 
for the vast material goods wliicli she has received from Bengal, 
should impart to its degraded inhabitants, not only the benefits 
of a higher civilization, but the blessings of purer morals and 
a diviner faith. And k can scarcely be doubted, that Provi- 
dence has, by a series of most striking events, subjected this 
beautiful country to Britain’s sway, chiefly that Britain may 
reclaim it from barbarism and superstition. And to the honour 
of Britain it ought to be borne in mind, that she has not been 
forgetful of her debt, slie 1ms not been regardless of‘ her noble 
vocation as the benefactress of the millions of Bengal. Ever 
since the year 1794, when the venerable Dr. Carey first touched 
these shores, hundreds of Missionaries have been sent, with the 
.sole view of making known to the myriads of this dark land 
the enlightening verities of the Christian religion, and of thus 
making them a happier and better people. Through their 
instrumentality a vast deal of good has been effected. In 
Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, there are 103 Missionaries, located in 
eighty-nine different stations, and superintending 237 Vernacu- 
lar and English schools, in which upwards of 14,000 boys and 
girls are taught. There is, besides, a rmtive Christian population 
of about 15,000 souls, freed from the contaminating influence of 
superstition, and enjoying the benefits of Christian instruction. 
For all this Britain has her due meed of praise. But we hold, 
notwithstanding, that the number of Missionaries (about 130 in 
including the twenty-six American Missionaries of Pegu 
and Tenasserim) is utterly inadequate to the necessities of the 
country. This inadequacy will appear deplorable, when we 
consider the millions to be brought under tlie influence of the 
Gospel, and the difficulties to be overcome. Look at the teem- 
ing population of Bengal. Owing to the absence of a correct 
census — and this absence is not very creditable to the Government 
—•it is impossible to ascertain accurately the population. Our 
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indefatigable author, however, by having recourse to "all avail'- 
^ble means of information, has arrived at a result which, we 
think, cannot be far from the truth. The population of the whole 
Presidency he estimates at 45,166,638. We perfectly agree 
with the writer, when he says, that this estimate probably falls 
considerably below the truth. Assuraing, however, this esti- 
mate to be sufficiently correct for our purposes, and coraparirg 
it with the number of Missionaiies in the country, we find that 
no less than three hundred and fifty ihourfand souls (in round 
imrribers) are committed to the chaige of a single Missionary! 
This fact needs no comment. It speaks volumes legardirig 
tlie spiritual destitution of Bengal; It is not to be supposec^ 
however, that these one hundred and thirty Missionaries are 
or'ually distributed over the countr5% In Calcutta alone and iHs 
immediate vicinity there are twenty-nine resident Missionaries. 
This circumstance is by no means to be regretted. The Metro- 
polis of British India and of all Asia — the focus whence radiate 
ten thousand influences around — the resort of men from all parts 
of the country should be supplied with a large staff of Missiona- 
ries. We could wish to see their number doubled. But the 
coiiceutration of so many Missionaries to one spot necessarily 
increases the disproportion we have already pointed out be- 
tween the numbers of those who teach and of those who are 
taught. Hence there are extensive districts, the millions of 
which do not obtain the benefits of spiritual instruction from 
resident Missionaries. The following table of our author places 
the destitution of which we are speaking in the clearest light : — ■ 


Population, 

Cliittagong 949,000 One Missionarj^ 

Tipperah J,37 1,260 Ko Missionary. 

Backergunge 787,765 One Missionary. 

Jessore 693,038 Two Missionaries. 

Baraset 485,827 No Missionary. 

Pubna 862,083 Ditto. 

Furreedpore 556,949 Ditto. 

D acca 542,540 Two Missionaries. 

Sylliet 1,083,720 One Missionary. 

Mymensingh 1, -634, 183 No Missionary. 

Rungpore 1,214,275 Ditto. 

Bograh 321,000 Ditto. 

MoorsLedabad 969,447 Two Missionaries. 

Rajsbaye 800,000 No Missionary. 

Dinagepore 2,298,200 One Missionary* 

Malda 311,895 No Missionary. 

Pumeah 1,961,532 Ditto. 


Total... 17,042,714 Ten. 
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From these figures it appears, that several districts containing 
upwards of a million inhabitants, and one nearly two mil- 
lions, have not a single Missionary ; and that the average 
number of human beings entrusted to one Missionary, in the 
ten districts of the above table, is upwards of one million 
and seven hundred thousand ! When facts like these are 
viewed in connection with the ratio existing, in Christian coun- 
tries, between ministers and people, the spiritual destitution of 
Bengal will appear to be most appalling. But let us not 
have recourse to extreme cases, as those of the districts in 
the. above table may be supposed to be. Let us take a more 
favoured district like Burdwan. 

“Tliere'are in it,” says Mr. Wylie, “two European Missionaries of the 
CWiureli Missionary Society, one of the Baptist Society, and nine native 
Catechists — for how many people ? Not for a parish, nor for a great 
city ; but for a district equal, in nearly every respect, to one of the most 
important English counties. The area of Lancashire for instance, is l,90o 
square miles, more than 300 less than Burdwan. Its population, accord- 
ing to the most recent census, is 2,031,236, the largest number in any 
county in England. Middlesex, again, has an area of only 281 square 
miles, but its population is 1,886,576, very nearly the same as Burdwan. 
Eor each of‘ these counties, the supply of ministers of the Gospel is 
confessedly inadequate ; and even with all the addition of Scripture 
Headers and City Missionaries, there is still a just complaint of spiritual 
destitution. Yet the number of Protestant Churches in Lancashire is 1,489, 
and the number of ministers (the clergy and their curates, and dissenting 
ministers) must V)e abetut 2,000; and in Middlesex there arc 896 Protestant 
Churches, with about 1,200 ministers, besides tlic priests for numerous 
Jews, and the very numerous Romish priests for the Roman Catholics ; 
and these have all the aids which hundreds and thousands of lay Christians 
can aflbrd them. The county of Perth, the largest in Scotland, contains a 
rather lai’gcr area than Burdwan, namely 2,588 scpiare miles, but its popu- 
lation in 1851, was not nearly one-tenth the population of Burdwan, it 
was only 1,39,190 persons. For these there were provided about 160 
Protestant ministers of the Gospel. Let us think of facts like these, and 
then think of Burdwan, with nearly two millions of people, and only three 
Missionaries and nine native Catechists !” 

But it may be alleged, that it is not fair to estimate the 
destitution of a lieatiien country by the standard of Christian 
lands, and further, that in the times of tlie Apostles and the 
palmy days of the “ Society of Jesus,” glorious conquests of a 
spiritual kind were achieved against greater odds than at pre- 
i^t obtain in Bengal. We confess we do not see why it is 
unfair to institute a comparison in the matter before us, between 
heathen and Christian countries. The object to be effected in 
both sorts of countries is exactly the same — the conversion of 
souls to God. The conversion of a soul to God (so far as 
human insrfumentality is concerned, for the Holy Spirit alone 
is the efficient cause of regeneration) the conversion of a soul 
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to God in a Christian country, cannot be, as such, a iroric of 
greater difficulty than it is in a heathen country ; it iDBf 
humanly speaking, easier, but certainly not more difficult We 
say easier, for in a Chriafian country, a parish minister 
has the advantage (not to mention other things) of a profession 
of Christianity among his parishioners; whereas, in a heathen 
country, a M’^'sionary has not only to impart to his hearers the 
elements of Christian truth, but to dislodge from their minds 
the preconceived notions of‘ a false faith, as well as to combat 
hosts of deep-rooted prejudice. Agreeably to this principle, 
we should say, that if a minister in a Christian country were 
equal to the task of providing sj)iritual instruction for a thou- 
sand persons, a Missionary in a heathen land would be capable 
of instructing a much less numl’cr. So that the comparison 
our author institutes between Christian and heathen countries 
is, to say the least, in no way disadvantageous to the former. 

The case of tlie Apostles is not to the point. Those first 
propagators of our holy faith, were endowed with miraculous 
powers. They performed miracles wherever they went ; and 
if those miracles did not c(‘nvert the souls of those who wit- 
nessed them, they served, at any rate, in most cases, to arrest 
tliought, to excite enquiry, and to produce a latent conviction 
in their minds, that the performers of those superhuman works 
must have the commission of heaven. Were the Missionaries 
of Bengal possessed of miraculous powers, the churches of 
Britain would not have been troubled with appeals like the 
one we are reviewing. 

As for the Jesuits, it would be well not to adduce their case 
in connection with the subject in hand. For who does not 
know of the nefarious methods to which they had recourse, for 
the conversion, if such‘ it can be called, of the heathen to 
whom they were sent? Who does not know of their perver- 
sions of the Gospel to suit the taste of the heathen and the 
Mahometan — of their pious frauds — of their lying wonders — 
of the infamous character of many of their converts — and of 
the fact that many more of those alleged converts existed only 
on paper ? 

The inadequacy of Missionary agency will also appear 
manifest, if we think of the magnitude of opposition £(§ains# 
which the Bengal Missionaries have to contend. In estimating 
the amount of force requisite to capture a stronghold, we take 
into consideration not only the number of the garrison, but the 
strength of its fortifications. If the garrison be of a limited 
number, or if the battlements be weak, or both, the fort yields 
an easy prey ; but if the garrison be numerous and capable 



354 


B12NGAL AS A FIELD OF MISSIONS. 


of being reinforced to an indefinite extent, or if the fortifica* 
tions be formidable, or if both these conditions obtain, as in the 
case of Sebastopol, we say not the stronghold is impregnable, 
but its capture must be a work of long time and great labour. 
Applying this to the case in hand, not only is there a dispropor- 
tion between the number of Missionaries and the number of 
the people whom, under God, they are to convert, but the 
difficulties which these disproportionately few Missionaries have 
to surmount, are most formidable. Not to speak of the de- 
pravity of morals, which is a very great obstacle to the recep- 
tion of truth, but which is not confined to Bengal alone, the 
system of religion professed by the major part of the inhabi- 
tants of Bengal is a source of mighty opposition to the bene- 
ficent operations of the Gospel Missionary. As we have 
already devoted one Article in this Number to the consideration 
of Hinduism, we cannot afford here to speak largely of its 
pernicious influence, and the firm grasp it has of its votaries. 
Suffice it to say that no form of false religion ever exercised so 
powerful an influence on its adherents, — no system of heathen- 
ism ever boasted of so high an antiquity — no religion ever 
made such ample provision for all classes of men. For the 
vulgar it has gorgeous rites and imposing ceremonies ; for the 
philosophical and the cultivated it has a system of absolute 
monotheism ; for the sentimental and poetical it has a trans- 
cendental pantheism. For the sensual and the worldly it has 
the carnal delights of Indra’s heaven, and to the contemplative 
it holds out ,the prospect of absorption into the essence of the 
Supreme Divinity. Potent, or rather omnipotent, is the magical 
influence which it exercises upon the Hindu. It haunts him 
by day and by night ; it regulates his every practice, modifies 
his every thought, and moulds his 4very feeling. It is no 
small achievement to disentangle a Hindu from the folds of this 
hydra of a superstition. The institution of caste too, with 
its absurd restrictions and its pernicious consequences, pre- 
sents no little opposition ; indeed it is felt by every Bengal 
Missionary to be the greatest obstacle to liis benevolent exer- 
tions. Thus does no other country, perhaps, in the ‘ wide- 
wide world ' exhibit so deadly an antagonism to the progress 
%f CHVistianity. And hence to ensure the establishment of the 
Gospel in this land, so far as human means are concerned, the 
Churches of Britain, of America, and of Germany too, must 
make great exertions, and largely increase the number of the 
heralds of the Cross. 

But if the opposition be so great, say the cold hearted and 
the faithless, why not, like the Abb^ Dubois, pronounce the 
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Hindu unconvertible, and give up tlie eoiitest G^#ii|l tbe 
contest ! One migbt as well counsel the Allies in the Crimea to 
raise the siege of Sebastopol. How can British Christians 
up the spiritual conquest of Bengal t How can they see miHiom 
of their fellow^ subjects grovel in the wire of sin and sapersti* 
tion, without helping them to get or t of it f How can they ^ 
as honest men, leave unliquidated thi’t immense ciebt of obliga- 
tion which they owe to a country v.dioso iields they have ravaged, 
anil with whose spoils they have gannslied the fabric of their 
greatness? How can they — how dare they, be iiufaiiliful to 
that august cause which God has put into their hands ? 

But the Hindu is not unconvertible. There has been joy 
in heaven over many a repentant and believing Hindu. Nei- 
ther is the contest hopeless. The labours of the Missionaries 
for the last fifty years have produced great changes in Bengal. 
The circulation of thousands of copies of the Scriptures, Chris- 
tian tracts and books, and the preaching of the Gospel in 
bazars, in market-places, and the fields, have de])osited a large 
amount of evangelic truth in the general lieart of the com- 
munity, The noble Missionary institutions, some of winch 
contain nearly fifteen hundred pupils, have imparted phristian 
instruction to tens of thousands, and have, in various ways, 
shed salutary influence on society in Bengal. Secular educa- 
tion is making marked progress, and refining the sentiments 
and humanizing the manners of the people. Railways, the 
Electric Telegraph, and other material irnpojvements, have 
been productive of beneficial consequencef; The Press, 
tvjo, both English and Vernacular, is actively engaged, and is 
making, on the whole, a move in the right direction. All these 
causes have concurred to make wholesome changes in tlie coun- 
try. lliaduisin, though mighty even in its decline, is tottering on 
its basis. The system of caste is daily relaxing its fetters. The 
priesthood are evidently losing their dreaded authority. Some 
of the most horrid customs of the country, like Sail, infanticide, 
and human sacrifices, have been put down by tlie strong hand 
of British authority, and others are awaiting its interference. 
Female education is making silent progress. The prohibition 
of Hindu widows to marry again, and other kindred institutions, 
are rousing the indigTiation of the thoughtful and the educated. 
Ten thousand prejudices are being dissipated. And the religion 
of Jesus with its tri-coloured banner of “ glory to God in the 
]}ighest, on earth peace, and good-will to the children of men,’* 
is attracting the attention of the millions of Bengal. Our 
author thus speaks of these signs of coming good : — 

In this country, notwithstanding all deficiencies and short-comings^ 

I am persuaded that there has been decided and remarkable progress. In 
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all the places where tlie Missions are known, the conviction has been growl- 
ing, that Christianity will prevail. There has been indeed a long course 
of trial and discouragement ; there have been few things to kindle enthu- 
siasm among the friends of Missions at home ; but from the time when 
the illustrious band of Serampore began their memorable labours, to the 
present time, there has been a breaking down of Brahmanism, and now 
the blight of God is on it, and it is waning and fading away. Already much 
is' known by the people, though it may not* be well considered; al- 
ready much is heard, though all may not be yet fully understood ; 
and vague convictions respecting the Gospel are gradually acquiring 
distinct and definite forms, and soon they will produce decided and 
conspicuous results. “ The eyes of them that see shall not be dim, 
and the ears of them that hear shall hearken.” (Isaiah XXXIL 
3.) The Hindu mind is greatly perverted and corrupted, yet, it is, 
nevertheless, in a measure prepared. The ideas of an incarnation of the 
Deity, of a Triune Jehovah, and of atonements for sin, arc already par- 
tially received by the Hindus. And the Mussulmans arc drooping under 
the decay of their political power, and the cessation of their military 
ardour. Education is uprooting ancient prejudices and superstitions, and 
I would fain hope, that the day is near at hand, when there will be such 
an out-pouring of divine grace, as will vivify the dormant convictions of 
those who now appear to be halting between two opinions, and are almost 
persuaded to become^ Christians. Changes, great changes, have already 
taken ])lacc even in the period of my own residence. 1 have seen and 
known them. But the signs of infinitely mightier changes are apparent 
all aroumil and India, as the young of the present generation come for- 
ward into action, will lead the vanguard of Christianity in Asia. In the 
very centre of this vast continent — commanding the seas — bordering on 
China on the one side, and on Persia on the other, — under the only 
powerful Government in the East — ^with a hundred and fifty millions of 
people, — India may and very probably is destined to influence all the 
neighbouring natiq||6, and to share with England and the United States the 
trade and the power of the world, in the days when the righteous judge- 
ments of God are falling on the old Roman earth, and overwhelming the 
countries of the Papacy. There is nothing in India to withstand the pro- 
gress of Christianity. Hinduism is effete;— even civilization by itself 
would overthrow a system in which so much folly, and so much corruption 
join together to deify a heartless and sensual priest-hood. The idols aro 
already a shame and also a reproach ; and the Brahmans are conscious that 
tlieir supremacy is doomed. There is neither political power nor popu- 
lar enthusiasm, now, to uphold their ascendancy ; they trust simply to 
the continuance of delusions, which are becoming less and less prevalent 
every hour. That which is required of Christians, is such earnest love 
and faith, such a manifestation of personal zeal, and such patient but fer- 
vent prayer, as will renew the exhibition of primitive Christianity, and 
bring with it copious effusions of the life-giving spirit. 

Tiiough some of the statements in the above extract certainly 
require qualification, they are substantially correct. There are 
abundant signs of coming good, and it is high time for the 
Christian Clmrch to be up and doing. Let but tlie Churches 
of Britain be roused from their lethargy — let them but be 
awakened to a due sense of their responsibilities and their ob- 
ligations — let them but gird |ip their loins and double their 
diligence— let them but send us here Missionaries of stout 
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hearts, firm faith, and strong minds, and those not in nnits but 
in tens and hundreds — and lot measures be taken to turn the 
natives of the country into active preachers of the Gospel — 
let all this be done, and Bengal, and with it all ludk, shall soon 
be the Lord’s. * 

Having thus very briefly considered what may be called the 
argument of the book, we now proceed to present to oux 
readers a few specimens of the good things it contains. 

Amongst the inhabitants of the Bengal Presidency, none 
are so little known as the rude races that pass under the 
general name of aboriginal tribes. Dwelling in tracts of land 
abounding in rocky eminences and extensive forests, sunk in 
the depths of primeval barbarism, and destitute of those mate- 
rii;! goods which allure the greedy adventurer, they have not 
attracted public attention, and their existence has been almost 
ignored. Yet tliey are by no means an uninteresting class. 
It is generally believed that in days gone by they were the 
only inhabitants of the country, that they were dispossessed 
of their native plains by a stronger and more polished people, 
who came from the north, and that they were forced seek 
shelter in the woods and rocks of the surrounding regions. 
Their simple habits and unpolished manners, in the midst of 
encompassing civilization, are objects of rational curiosity.; 
while their unsophisticated minds, and their freedom from the 
baneful effects of a fully organized superstition, invest theoi, 
in a Missionary point of view, with no ordinaiw interest. For 
the following description of the South Western Frontier 
Agency and of its inhabitants, our author is indebted to Major 
Hannyngton, who has long been distinguished as one of the 
most able public servants in the territory,” 

The South Western Frontier Agency is bounded on the east by Bengal, 
on the north by Behar, and on the south by Orissa. It contains portions of 
oach of these provinces, and has an area of about 44,000 square milef» 
with a population that may exceed four millions. 

This extensive district is parcelled into six divisions. 

1. The Hazaribagh divisioji, which includes Ramgurh. 

a. The Lohurdugga division, which includes Chota Nagpore. 

3 . The Maunbhoom division , which includes Pachete. 

4. The Singbhoom division. 

The Sumbhulpore division. 

C. The Tributary States of Sirgooja, &c. 

All these places may be readily found in ike ordinary maps, taking 
as a point of reference Hazaribagh in 24^ North latitude, and 3^ West from 
Calcutta. 

Within these wide limits, many varieties of climate and of physical as- 
pect exist. Here are mountains covered with forests, grass-clothed uplands, 
fl|)ring- watered vallies, and low alluvial lands fertilized by troplcid 

y Y 
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rains. Here, as iii Sirgooja, are 'vf inter frosts ; and here, as in Sunibhulpar0) 
heat that is at all seasons oppressive. * 

For the most part the appearance of the country is beautiful : pictures- 
que groups of hilts, deep groves, clear and rocky streams, all things that are 
graceful m landscape, in varying succession, meet and charm the eye at 
every turn. The products of the country are manifold, Of metals, gold, 
copper and iron ; of precious stones, the diamond. And here are the 
, ample coal fields from which unlimited supplies will, in time to come, 
be drawn. The agricultural produce at present consists chiefly of rice 
and of seeds containing oil, but the soil is generally fertile and 
capable of yielding every kind of cereal crop. Recent experiments 
have also shown that coffee of the iSinest kind may be grown on 
the newly cleared lands, and the tea plant, though not cultivated 
for any practical purpose, flourishes. The greatest obstacle to the exten- 
sion of agriculture is the want of roads. Even now large quantities of 
grain are carried on bullocks to the North Western Provinces, and were 
better means of transport available, the supplies afforded by this district 
would be a valuable addition to the external markets. 

The Hazaribagh division is hilly and has much uncureivated land. 
On the Eastern border is mount Sikhar, better known as Parisnath, the 
resort of Jain pilgrims. The inhabitants are chiefly Hindus, and their 
language is Hindec. Sometimes a village of Santals may be seen among 
the dense jungles. This remarkable tribe has probably the same origin 
as the Mundas and Singbhoom Coles, their language having many words 
in common. The Santal chooses an eligible site, clears the land, cultivates 
it for a few years, and then quietly removes, to go through the same 
course in another place. These men reverence the tiger, swear on a bit of 
his skin, and generally speak truth. They are found m many parts of the 
agency, and in Cuttack. 

Chota Nagpore is a table-land elevated 2,000 feet above the sea. The 
peo{)lc are divided into various classes, as Urans, Moondas, &c. They are, 
without distinction, commonly supposed to be the aboriginals of this part 
of India, a supposition to which the Uran traditions give no support. 
They believe that they came from the North, and found the Moondas in 
possession of the country. Both races, from wherever sprung, are active 
and intelligent. Under the name of Dhangurs or Hill coolies, they ai’e 
known in various distant parts of the world. At Calcutta they are looked 
on as mere beasts of burden. Yet they are men of a fine stamp. 

The Maunbhoom division is on the plateau just above the alluvial 
plains of Lower Bengal. The people are Hindus, and their language is 
Bengali. 

The Singbhoom division has much 'the same aspect as that of Maun- 
bhooin, but the people are very different. These are the Lurtra Coles who 
call themselves Hos. They eat cow’s flesh, and are much addicted to the 
use of spirituous liquors. It is supposed that they have the same origin 
as the Nagpore Moondas. 

In the Sumbhulpore division the people are chiefly Hindus, and the 
prevalent, language is Ooria, 

The Tributary States are under native rule. Little is known of the 
people who inhabit them. In the extreme south the ‘ Meria’ sacrifice, in 
which human victims were oflTered, was in very recent times supposed to 
have been practised. And it is a fact that in the mountain tracts of Sir- 
gooja and ralamou, there are tribes that scarcely ever descend to the 
plains, or hold any intercourse with the low-landers. One or two specimens 
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omTy of these have been seen by Ikiropeans ; snch people are not in^ 
deed numerous, but they do exist. 

Any minute description of the manners and religion of the tribes* 
above imperfectly indicated, would, within moderate limits, be impractica- 
ble. Among the Hindus, to use their OTrn saying, ‘ some name llam^ and 
some name IlariJ Their divisions are endless* Other tribes worship 
the sun, besides* a multitude of demons, to whom sacrifices are offered 
* on every high hill and undei every grren tree.’ That gross im* 
laoraiity prevails among all classes ne«?4 not be told. Of crimes 
that fail under the magistrate's notice, it can scarcely be said thar. 
they arc worse than those reporte^I in more civilized countries, 
rerhaps there is here less regard for life. M'lrder is often com- 
mitted on trivial causes. Disputes about land lead to bloody frays. 
The belief in witchcraft is universal, and this lias sometimes produced 
tragical consequences. Otherwise, the moral depravity of the people is 
undoubtedly great. Its extent, no pen can disclose. But the greater 
tiic moral darkness, the greater is the need of Gospel light. Advocating 
the cause of the heathen in India generally, and urging the claims of all^ 
*— to speak of particular classes is unnecessary, but it may be proper to 
mention that the Coles of Chota Kagpore appear willing to receive the 
Gospel. And among them, thanks be to God, the first fruits have ab’eady 
been gathered. 

For the gratification of our readers we subjoin a more de- 
tailed description of that sirigular people, the Santals, to wJion* 
allusion is made in the above extract. 

Now that the railway is opening a ready means of communication 
into the heart of the Santal country, to the north-west, it would seem not 
an inappropriate time to draw attention to tliis numei'ous and interesting 
race of hill-men, in the hope that they may not be am.ong the last to 
derive benefit from this wonderful improvement of modern times. Be- 
ginning with the Moharbanja, in Orissa, as their southern boundary, tbo 
Santals abound more or less, through the tributary mehals, lying west of 
Balasore, Jellasore, Mldnapore, Bancoorah, Beerbhoom, Rajm^al ; and 
thence westward through ^agalpore and Monghyr, in Beliar ; including a 
territory not less than 400 miles in extent, north and south. How far 
they extend to the west, it is not easy to say. Tliey appear to have enter- 
ed Orissa from the north, but at what period is unknown. That they are 
one and the same race, speaking a common language, there is abundant 
evidence to show. * % * ' 

* * * In Orissa, tbe Santals are a hardy, industrious people, generally 
short, stout, robust, of broad features, with very dark complexion and 
hair somewhat curly. They are particularly mild and placable, of a very 
social turn, especially with persons speaking their language. While, on 
the one hand, the Santals are less cringing and complimentary to foreign- 
ers than their Hindu neighbours, they are, on the other, decidedly more 
civil and courteous among themselves, and more hospitable to strangers. 
No sooner does a visitor approach the door of a Santal house, than he is 
offered a seat, generally the p^rkom or rude cot,— numbers of which are 
usually seen out-side the house. Both in their labours and amusements, 
there is a far greater mingling of the sexes, than among ‘ respectable* 
Hindus ; nor is this without its legitimate influence on their manners and 
customs. True, the Santal wife may not presume to take her food in 
company with her husband \ but she is allowed a la*‘ge share of influence 
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in all tlie domestic arrangements ; and the general bearing of the men t(f'^ 
wards the women, is much more respectful, kind and conciliatory than is 
seen among orthodox Hindus. Santa! women are frank and open, ready 
to converse even with strangers^ being happily destitirte of that squeamish-^ 
ness BO general amoi\g most eastern females. The rites of hospitality 
are usuauy performed by the wife, and often with a scrupulousness and 
kindliness of manner wldcb would do credit to an enlightened house-keeper. 
Tbe Bantals are nnted for their large families. Their villages swarm 
with troops of hardy children, geuerally seen in a state of nudity, or but 
ve^ slightly removed there- from, ♦ » ♦ 

There can be little doubt of the Santals being aborigines of the 
country. Their traditions, though very much mixed up with the my- 
thology of the Hindus, mark them as a distinct race. According to them^ 
the first human pair, a brother and sister, whom they call Filchu-hanamv 
and Pilchu-brudhi, sprang from duck’s eggs, and were brought into th® 
marriage relation, under the influence of fiandia^ by Lita, or Marang Burn, 
one of the gods, and not unlikely, the eame as Siva oi* Mahadev of the 
Hindus. A few traces of the Mosaic history are to be met with in these 
traditions : such for instance, as the orginal nakedness of our first parents ; 
a supply of clothing subsequently being furnislied them by the gods ; the 
dispersion of mankind ; together with some faint allusions to a general 
deluge. The division of the Santals into clans or tribes is not wholly unlike 
that of the ancient Israelites. All eat and associate freely together, there 
being neither high nor low castes among them. They are, however, in this 
part of the country, a caste by themselrves, and with the single exception of 
the Krumbis — a tribe very like the Santals, and often found living in the 
same village, — refuse food cooked by any except their own people. As to 
inter-marriages, a Santal is not allowed to marry in his own clan, but 
must seek a wife from another tribe. The exact number of tribes is 
not known. * ♦ # 

The SantaPs inveterate fondness for strong drink is a great evil. Such 
as it is, however, it is a part of his religion, and is likely to stand or fall 
with it. Tliey lay claim to divine authority for the preparation and use of 
the handia^ and no important ceremony, whether festive, matrimonial, or 
religious, can be duly celebrated in the absence of this favourite, uni- 
versal beverage. It is a very simple fermented preparation from the 
rice, and, taken in moderation, seltlom intoxicates. But moderation in 
the use of stimulants, is not a common virtue amongst the Santals, 
any more than it is amongst many people much better instructed. They 
are especially fond of sitting by their pots of handia^ drinking and gossip- 
ing the whole day ; during which, a hard drinker manages to dispose of 
several gallons ! Distilled spirits of any and every kind never come ami&s 
to a Santal ; though, at present, their high price operates as a salutary 
check to indulgence. 

The Santals arc an agricultural people, and when not grievously op- 
pressed by their petty Hindu rulers, as is generally the case in Orissa, of- 
ten acquire a respectable comj>etence. They appear to have a decided 
preference for the new and jungly parts of the country, and are rarely 
found in the vicinity of large towns. They very seldom engage as ser- 
vants, — though a few have been known to go as coolies to the Mauritius — ' 
Njipparently preferring the wild freedom of a forest life, before the luxuries 
of the city, if these are to be purchased at the expense of servitude. 
Inuring the dry season, they are much engaged in the preparation and sale 
of timber, fire-wood, charcoal, leaves, gums and other crud# materials 
iVom the jungle. Parties of men, women and children may often- be seer»» 
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of A morning, bending their firm, elastic steps towards a market ten milesf 
distant, in order to barter their loads of wood, leaves, &e., for arew simple 
necessaries,— it may be, for plain rice. A strong man usually obtains from 
four to six pice~seldom two annas — (three jpence) for his load of wood ; 
women and children less, in proportion, — often not moi e than a single 
pice. Little girls, not more than eight or ten years old, often accompany 
these trading parties, with only a rag of clothing about their loins, while 
they walk along under their burdens, straight as an arrow and nimble as a 
deer. They are usually in a very cheerful mood, either singing, or talking 
and laughing as they go. 

Unlike the Hindus, the Santals appear never to use their bullocks as 
beasts of burden ; but scruple nut to yoke i^ows as well as oxen to the 
plough and cart : a practice for which tUey are much despised by their 
neighbours, the Hindus. Buffaloes are much used by them In the cultiva- 
tion of their lands. Sheep, goats, pigs, ani hens usualjy abound in 
a Santal village. Cock-fighting is a very favourite amusement, and often 
c..rried to great extent. 

The Santals, both male and female, are excessively fond of music 
and dancing : one can hardly pass an evening, when the weather is fair, 
near one of their villages, and not hear the fife and drum. * * ^ 

It is to be lioped that these interesting people will soon 
engage the attention alike of the Government and of Mis- 
sionary Societies, For the education of the Bengalis, at least 
for tiie higher classes oi the Bengalis, the Government has 
establislied schools and colleges It has provided means of 
instruction for those who have already partaken of some 
of the benefits of civilization ; but it has left the uncivilized 
and the ignorant to grope in their native darkness. It has 
cared for the rich and the partially enlightened, but it has left 
the poor and the wholly ignorant to shift for themselves. 
While English and vernacular schools are rising fast, and 
inspectors and sub-inspectors are being appointed for increasing 
the efficiency of education, in such highly favoured districts as 
Burdwan, Hooghly, and Nuddea, the barbarous inhabitants of 
Chota Nagpore and Bhagulpore are left to the tender mercies 
of a debasing ignorance. We are by no means jealous of the 
establishment of schools in the above-mentioned districts. We 
could wish that their number were increased a hundred fold. 
But what we plead for is, that in making provision for the less 
necessitous, the case of the more necessitous be not forgotten. 
We fondly cherish the hope that, under the new arrangements 
of the education department, the case of the Santals and other 
aboriginal tribes will be taken into consideration, that the 
policy of Lord Dalhousie in providing instruction for the wild 
natives of the Cossia hills will be liberally carried out, and that 
the noble education despatch of th^ Court of Directors, which 
aims the enlightenment of the entire population of India, 
will not remain a dead letter. Missionary Societies, too, should 
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direct greater attention to the Christianization of these tribes 
than they have hitherto done. Who can tell but that by the 
blessing of the Almighty the labours of Missionaries may be 
crowned with better success among those children of nature 
than amongst a sophisticated and priest-ridden people ? 

As a sample of the sort of information which the book affords 
of every part of the Bengal Presidency, we annex the following 
account of the Cossia hills, furnished to our author by the Rev. 
Mr. Lewis of Cherrapoonjee : — 

The tract of mountain territory, inhabited by the Khasias, is described 
in Pemberton’s Report on the Eastern Frontier, as bordering on Cachar 
to the east; the zillah of Sylliet to the south; the Garrow Hills to the 
west ; and t;h5 valley of Assam to the North ; — and as forming an irregu- 
lar parallelogram, tiic length of which, from North to South, may be as- 
sumed at about 70 miles, and its average breadth at 50, giving an area of 
about 3,500 si^uare miles. And this tract may be correctly considered as 
Khasia Proper. Joining to this, is the tract, also of mountain territory, 
called Jyiitea ; the capital town of which is Jynteapore, at the foot of the 
hills to the east, as the town of Sylhet is on the plains to the south, con- 
tiguous to the hills of Khasia Proper. This territorj borders also upon 
Cachar, and extends along the whole line from Assam to the plains of Syl- 
het. It is e.stimated to contain an area of about 3,850 sqmare. miles, and 
consists of three principal divisions. The Jyntea country became annexed 
to the British territories in 1835. 

PHTSICAI. ASPECTS. 

The Itopes on all sides are extensive and closely wooded tracts. As 
viewed from the plains below, they appear to the gratified observer as 
springing up almost perpendicularly to an elevation of about 5,000 feet ,* 
thou^ they rise and stretch upwards by a succession of gentle undula- 
tions, They are boldly sectioned from the plains on all sides, up to a li- 
miting point id the interior of the Hills, by numerous valleys, of a most 
magnificent and romantic appearance. At these limiting points the geologi- 
cal composition of the hills can be examined, owing to large masses frequently 
becoming detached, during the terrific rains of the south west monsoon ; 
these fall down to the immense deep below with a deafening noise, leaving 
the various strata of the rocks quite bare — cut as if it were by an immense 
scalpel — literally in a perpendicular form. Among other objects worthy 
of notice, the valleys are ornamented by nature with numerous cataracts, 
the most celebrateu of which is one, where the crystal stream makes a 
noble unbroken perpendicular descent of 1,000 feet upon the rocky masses 
below. Here also are caves and curiously constructed native bridges, 
among which are living Caoutchouc Tree bridges, used by the natives 
during the south-west monsoon, to escape from the foaming mountain 
torrents. The tourist, having passed the limits of these^ stupendous valleys, 
conies suddenly on a kind of table-land, which embraces all the hilly tract 
between the southern plains and those on the north, and of course those 
on the other points as well. This tract may be termed the central portion, 
and is supposed to contain an area of 2,340 square miles ; the elevation of 
which is supposed also to be quite as high as the country about Cherra, 
viz., between 4 or 5,000 feet. This portion is very thinly inhabited. The 
soil in most parts is very poor, and, consequently, is almost an entifl waste, 
and in general covered with short herbage, and scanty vegetation. There 
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to south-east, and thus naturallf divides this central tract mto tW0 pm 
tions. The Northern portion consists, almost exctnsivelj, of granil 
Masses, which protrude through the soil at every step? nnd i«nnei|ael j 
large boulders, as well as innumembie smaller on^, are scattered ovei 
the**8urface of the country in every direction. This baireti view Is, how- 
ever, considerably relieved by thickly interspersed clumps of trees and 
more extensive woods of noble firs and other trees, which crowiF the 
summits of the numerous knolls, and which are scattered also over all the 
slopes of the little hills, and in the very many wild glens and hollows^ which 
lie luxuriantly between them, and give it a most picturesque and beautiful 
appearance, resembling an extensive English park. These beautiful 
features of the face of the country increase, as the observer approaches 
North-eastwardly to the Jyntea country, which p'issesses a good soil and is 
(‘onsiderably cultivated, aided by a few smiling streams. The soil of this 
portion of the hills is not carried away by the torrents of rain during the 
south-west monsoon, the clouds having expended themselves on the 
southern verge. 

POPULATION, 

The statements on this subject are very conflicting and (jontradictory— 
even those given by authority — and, therefore, are not by any means to bo 
depended upon. Indeed, it must be very difficult to approximate to any thing 
like a correct census (by the usual means) of the population of these hills, 
owing to almost insurmountable obstacles, arising from their depraved social 
habits — the great difficulty of approaching to the position of their villages, 
which, in many cases, are not seen at ail until close by, and also in many 
instances, lie in scattered positions of six huts hero, and twelve there, and 
twenty in another secluded locality ; from their deep jealousy andlwispicion 
of all innovations ? and the rife superstition, with wnich they fence them- 
selves round about on every trivial occasion, &c., &c. It must be admitted 
to be a very difficult task indeed to take a census in these wild and roman- 
tic mountains — tossed up, as it were, at random by nature, and, moreover, 
among an uncivilized race of people. Difficulties against a correct census 
are even admitted on the plains. However, from various conflicting state- 
mentf^H bearing in mind at the same time a few facts connected with the 
actual state of the population for the past twenty years, a tolerable con- 
clusion may be come to, that the population of the whole of the hills may 
be assumed at 800,000. The population in the Jyntea country is increas- 
ing ; and such is the case too in the fruitful valleys to the south and west. 
Upon this subject it may be stated,,that it is a very strange fact, and some- 
what paradoxical, that- these sturdy and generally athletic mountaineers 
do not increase in number much more rapidly ; mr they are excessively 
fond of their oflspring, and a female-child is estimated by them as of much 
more value than a male-child. Indeed the whole point of their debasing 
religion — which is a low demon-worship — bears closely upon this very 
matter, in which both sexes engage most ardently. In fact, the females arc 
its very backbone. The whole inquiry, and the whole efforts of these poor 
people, both in their superstitions and in their other vocations — in which 
the females are more laborious than the men— through the whole of their 
vain and miserable lives, are to provide the necessary sacrifices and other 
materials, in order to appease their many (Jemon-deities, to consult their 
oracles, to implore them to increase their offspring, and ultimately to mul- 
tiply abundantly their respecti^ tribes ; between whom there is naturally 
a hot rivalship in this matterT Here, moreover, there are few of those 
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causes, wLich are at active work on the plains and in other pagan countries, 
in decimating the populations. It must be deemed, then, a surprising fact 
that the population of these hills is found to be so small. Epidemic! are 
not so frequent and not near so fearful as on the plains,^ Sporadic diseases 
ure numerous among the population, which prove fatal in very many cases. 
The chief cause, which so lamentably checks their pro^erity in every sense, 
arises rigorously from their degrading superstition. On this account, they 
arh filthy in the extreme, sordid with all its accompanying corrupting vices, 
and stoically indifferent to every real good and improvement, in short, it 
painfully degrades its ardent votaries physically, socially, and morally ! 

We are confident our readers will give us their best thanks 
for inserting the following rich trwreeau. 

As to caste, perhaps the severest blow it ever received in Calcutta, was 
from Lord* Hastings. At the time of his arrival there were, as there are 
now, many people from Orissa, who had come to act as servants. Their 
number is now estimated at 20,000, and they are employed chiefly as house 
and palanquin bearers. Lord Hastings had one of them for his head 
hearer, and there were many more in the Government House. They were 
all superstitious to the last degree. They could not be persuaded at first 
to pull a punkah over a dinner table, if there were meat on it, and would 
not, unless there were a basin of hot water there ; and then the pulling of 
the punkah was understood to be designed to cool it I On one occasion 
Lord Hastings having washed his hands, ordered the bearer to throw away 
the water. He refused ; — to touch the wash-hand basin with dirty water, 
would, as he thought, have caused the forfeiture of caste ; but Lord Hast’- 
ings well knew that even Hinduism did not sanction this degree of absur- 
dity, and. therefore lie was firm. He ordered that the water should remain, 
and ihalif the bearer did not throw it away, in a certain number of days, 
the whole body of Oriya bearers in the Government House should be 
discharged. The tale soon spread. The bearers assembled in crowds on 
the plain, and discussed the matter for two or three days. Eventually it 
was agreed th^t the water might be thrown away ; and the whole body of 
Oriyas in Calcutta learned a lesson which has never since been forgotten. 

Though Missions are supported by not a few pious laymen 
in the country, yet it is to be lamented that by far the great 
majority of European residents in India, and especially those 
of the higher classes, are woefully iudilferent to them. Let 
eucli ponder tlie following earnest and well-considered expos- 
tulation of our estimable author. 

There are many who pride themselves on a superior wisdom, which 
elevates them far above all concern for such trifles as the evangelization of 
the world. Bible Societies and Christian Missions, are, in their judgment, 
the efforts of deluded enthusiasts. They are so busy with such wonderful 
matters as the party tactics of this or that political section, or some election 
in some corrupt borough, or with some new arrangement of patronage in 
Europe or Asia, or they are so perplexed and absorbed with the intricacies 
of diplomacy, and studying such delicate creations of human statemanship 
as “ the balance of powers,” that they have no time for any thoughts of the 
spiritual condition of mankind. And thus as Mr. Locke says, “ They can- 
ton out to themselves a little Goshen in the intellectual world, where the 
light, as they think, clearly shines, and thf day blesses them, They have 
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n pretty traffic in their own creek, and they ai'c dexterous managers of the 
prc ducts of that corner ; but they will not venture out into the great oceAn 
of knowledge to survey the riclf^es that other parts are stored with ^ but 
admire the plenty and sufficiency of their own spot, which contains, as they 
judge, all that is desirable in the universe/’ Ihey ignore the influence on 
multitudes, of the pulpit eloquence of men like Rowland Hill, and will 
only acknowledge a Chalmers to be an inllMence, because he writes on the 
Poor Laws, or a Wilberforce, br-cause he has a seat in Parliament, Ail 
such institutions as City Missions and Ragged Schools, must attain to 
popularity before they will notice them, and then, if the effects of suck 
machinery surprise them, they nev. r think, ths-t, peradventure, those who 
established them were wiser men tlian themselves. Or it ma)^ be that 
Missions are disregarded by another class. They are so absorbed with the 
pleasures of time, so occupied with trifles, and Missions are so vulgar and 
uninteresting, that they can affurd neither attention nor sympathy for them; 
and so, from year to year, from “ season” to “season,” there is the constant 
round and wdiirl of excitement and gaiety. Vive la bagatelle I Pleasure 
parties of all kinds, — vanities accompanied and followed by vexation of 
sj)lrit,— “ revelries and such like” — fill up their time. They have no 
leisure for serious thought, but are conscious of an increasing disrelish for 
everything more weighty than scandal and a novel. Thus “ the heart of 
fools feeds on foolishness.” Thus the butteiflies of fashion contrive to 
waste their lives. Such a thing as self-denial, and all serious reflection, 
appear to be forgotten. “ Gay d; earners of gay dreams,” they flaun». along, 
dreading to look forward, and sinking yearly, lower and lower, in the 
estimation of a rising generation, which Is gradually taking their places, 
and often showing them by a more thoughtful conduct, “ a more excellent 
way.” Alas, that such should be the course of reasonable beings any where : 
above all, here, where responsibilities of a special kind, press heavily on all 
who profess and call themselves Christians ! 

Immortal were we, or else mortal quite , 

I less would blame this criminal delight ; 

But since the gay assembly’s gayest room 
Is but an upper story to some tomb, 

Methinks we need not our short beings shun. 

And, thought to fly, consent to be undone ; — 

We need not buy our ruin witn our crime, 

And give eternity to murder time !” 

And just so with the low grovelling habit of others, intent on personid 
advantage, — wealth, rank, and fame. It is a miserable thing to see men 
living to themselves, with an unthankful spirit, in the full tide of pros- 
perity. For such men to live here, in India ; to have the power to aid, 
and yet to refuse their aid ; to hold aloof through petty selfishness from 
every enterprise of religion and philanthropy ; or to dole out their assis- 
tance with a reluctant hand — is a course of existence more lamentable (if 
that be possible) even than the life of the heartless votaries of pleasure. 
But the cause of Christ in India has experienced the opposition of all 
these classes ; and it has been almost fatally effectual. For the contradic- 
tion of the lives of professing Christians to the doctrines proclaimed by 
the Missionaries has been palpable. To this day ihere are not many 
who even pretend to do all they can. Some go so far as to patronize 
Missions in a condescending way ; some co-operate for a time, and 
then faint and grow weary ; some assist in India, and then return 
home to their wealthy retirements, and straightway forget this land of 
their early mercies. Some have no public spirit at all, but from first 
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to last, “ pant aftet' tli6 dust of the earth on the head of the poor,” 
(Amos. ii. 7,) and go on living with their hoardings, till the awful 
summons comes, “ Thou Fool ! this night thy soul shall be required of 
thee.’^ (Luke xii. 20.) But a better day, I trust, is coming ; — a day, 
when the influence of an improved system of education in Europe and 
America will generally aflect, more and more, the new arising generation, 
and when the manifest eflects, and importance, of Christian Missions, will 
compel men to pause and consider. At present, however, the' reign 
of indifference in many places continues undisturbed ; and Missions are 
sometimes carried on without the slightest local co-operation or sympathy ; 
or they are allowed to languish, without a single effort to extend 
or revive them. 

The above extracts scarcely give an adequate idea of the 
merits of Mr. Wylie’s book, and of the varied information it 
contains. We cordially recommend it to all classes of our 
Indian readers, and especially to the Churches of Britain and 
America. We have scarcely any doubt that the book will 
do good service to the cause of Missions. It wdll impart to 
people at home correct ideas of the physical aspects of Bengal, 
and the social and moral condition of its inhabitants, of the 
immense facilities it affords for the propagation of Christianity, 
and of its claims upon the prayers, the sympathy and libera- 
lity of the Church of Christ ; while its statements will be re- 
ceived with that confidence and credit which those of a 
Christian layman and philanthropist, like Mr. Wylie, so justly 
deserve. 
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Art. VII . — The IBungalow and the Tent ; or a Visit to Ceylon.^ 

By Edward Sullivan^ Author of Rambles and Scrambles in 

America, London, 1854. 

There is a technical phrase of our craft that we are not 
quite sure that we perfectly understand — the Philosophy of 

Literature.” It seems to be an idea entertained by some critics, 
that it might be as possible, we oidy knew how, to predict 
the appearance of a work on a certain subject, and to tell by 
anticipation, how the author, and the printer, and the binder, and 
the book-seller will discharge their seveial functions in its pro- 
duction, and what number of cojnes will bo sold, how many of 
them will be read, and wbat effects the perusal will produce 
on the mind of each reader, as it is possible to predict when 
a solar eclipse will begin and end, at what places on the earth’s 
surface it will be visible, and what portion of the solar disk 
will be concealed. For ourselves, we confess that we are not 
quite sure that the solution of this problem will ever be 
realized ; nor have we qui' j made up our minds as tc the mag- 
nitude of the good that would result from the achievement. 
To us it appears, at all events, that so much good as might result 
from such a philosophy, would depend on the very prosaic 
principle of a correspondence between demand and supply. 
To 118 , and to most other men, it were of little consequence 
to know on wliat theme the genius of Mr. Percy Algernon 
Orlando Byron Jones might choose to vent itself, were it not 
for an assumption — which, however, is not always a legitimate one 
— that several hundreds of other Joneses, and Smiths and Robin- 
sons, and Browns, and Whites and Hopkinsons may read what 
Mr. P. A. O. B. Jones has written. Now on the “ Homo sum” 
principle, it is neither uninteresting nor unimportant to learn 
wliatis the characteristic of the mental food that our fellow-men 
affect. It is thus as a guage of the mental habitudes, and appe- 
tencies, and ])owers of the reading many, that the productions of 
the writing few acquire a value, which does not always intrinsi- 
cally belong to them. Now, if we may judge from the frequency 
with which books, of the class of which that before us is a 
specimen, issue from the press, we must conclude that there 
is no small demand for them ; and from the fact of this de- 
mand, we might derive several inferences, of which we shall 
mention only two. The first is, that the respectable classes in 
England do not generally go to bed before nine or half-past 
nine o’clock ; and the second, that they find considerable diffi- 
culty in maintaining themselves in a state pf insomnolenc^ 
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up to the standard hour. It is this difficulty that creates a 
demand for a class of literature, whose chief characteristic is 
hriskness , — that is the word that comes nearest to the description 
of it. This brisk literature is not new ; but we think we may 
safely say that Mr. Kingslake has founded a new school, and 
that his disciples are the main manufacturers, at the present 
day, of the goods so much in demand. When we say that a 
book belongs to the Eothenic school, we convey a tolerably 
vivid idea to men able to generalize. They know at once that 
we speak of a book to whose composition there has gone a 
great deal of miscellaneous information, a great deal of clever- 
ness in, description, a considerable amount of enthusiasm for 
the words of the classical authors and of the Bible, without 
much appreciation of the great human truths that lie under 
the words of the one, or much veneration for the Divine 
verities that are conveyed in the language of the other — a happy 
or unhappy “ knack’* of mixing up the manly phraseology 
of an English gentleman, with the slang of the stable-boy, or 
the London street-boy, and the grotesque provincialism of our 
Trans-atlantic brethren — the power of passing judgment, 
with perfect confidence, on subjects respecting which the author 
neither has nor can have any knowledge, and the faculty of seem- 
ing equally at liorae on all subjects of science in all its branches, 
literature in all its phases, religion in all its forms, history in all 
its periods, fashion in all its frivolities, and sport in all its varieties. 
Such, in various degrees and combination8,are the characteristics 
of the writers of the Eothen school ; but we know of no 
one of them who possesses so large a proportion as their mas- 
ter, of the better class of these qualities, and so small a propor- 
tion of the worse. The others are, as Lord Bacon hath it, of 
the same vein with Mr. Kingslake, but there is far less blood 
in their veins than in his. 

Mr. Sullivan belongs to the Eothenic School, and holds a 
respectable place in his “ form.*^ His descriptions of persons, 
places and things, are lively ; bis decisions on all questions of 
science, literature, religion, morals, politics, political economy, 
agriculture, cookery, and aesthetics in general, are given forth 
with the air of conscious infallibility. His command of slang is 
unlimited, and the mode in which he introduces it is often so 
grotesque as to be amusing. His allusions to classical subjects 
and phrases, and his frequent quotations of sentences from the 
Bible, all mark him out as an average, or rather favorable speci- 
men of his class. 

Intending to give our readers a taste of our author’s qualities, 
we know not where we can better begin than at the beginning. 
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The following account of Point de Galle is graphic enough, 
and would, to our thinking, be all the better, were it weeded of 
those slang phrases, which probably constitute its chief merit 
in the estimation of its author. 

I know of no spot In either hemisphei'C, where tropical nature indulges 
in more marvellous redundancy than Point de Galle; and after the sun- 
dried regions successively brought under th''^ notice of the overland traveller, 
this luxuriance becomes still more rcmarkfible^ Malta is less vegetable 
than Gibraltar, Suez more sapless than either ; and excepting ihe Oasis of 
Cairo, and a distant view of the serpentine valley of the Nile, there is 
actually not a green spot from the Needles to the Straits of BabelmandeL 
When after ten dreary, stifling days in the He l Sea, the passenger is 
landed at that culminating point of defolaiion (in tins planet, at least), the 
Crater of Aden, the bias of iiis mind, as regards the gorgeous East, will 
have been disturbed, the current of his imagination dried up, and lui will 
pi-obably return to his steamer with the disagreeable conviction that he is 
the victim of misplaced confidence, that tropical luxuriance is a humbug, 
and that he and his companions are the only green things that he is likely 
to see, until he finds his way back to less liusky and more aqueous climes. 
I don’t suppose any two places on the globe's surface illustrate more 
strongly than Aden and Point de Galle, the partiality with which nature 
has distributed her blessings. One might imagine the former to have been 
totally overlooked when vegeta! ion was being served out ; while it seems 
as though Pan, Pales, Flora, or Pomona, or whoever was entrusted with 
that duty, had, in a frolicsome spirit of exuberant generosity, emptied the 
cornucopia of vegetation intended for a whole continent, on the summit 
of the latter. Jt is literally smothered in verdant luxuriance, which heap- 
ed, massed, jumbled together in indescribable profusion, is barely restrain- 
ed within its natural limits by the envious waves of the opposing ocean. 
At the entrance of the harbour are three or four detached rocks, on which 
some cocoa palms have established themselves, and there, without any nour- 
ishment, apparently, but the salt brine, they flourish and bear fruit, and 
remind the scholar of the Isolated Rock of Cliarybdis, on whose “ crown,” 
as Paliiiurus in blank verse poetically informed Aneas, 

A fig's green branches rise 
And shoot a lofty forest to the skies. 

After a residence of two days at Galle, our author set off 
for Colombo. On the way he experienced some of those 
vicissitudes of fortune which are the heritage of all travellers 
in Ceylon, through means of bad roads, bad horses, bad car- 
riages and bad drivers. His account of a Cingalese “ turn- 
out’' is graphic. 

Travelling, doubtless, disabuses one of certain vulgar, narrow-minded 
prejudices concerning the invariable use for which certain objects are 
intended. We have an idea in England, for instance, that the driver of a 
vehicle is placed on the box for the purpose of guiding that vehicle, and 
that the reins are placed in his hand to enable him to direct the exertion 
of the horse ; but such is by no means the case in Ceylon. He is ther^ 
merely as a betel-chewing, expectorating peg, on which the reins are 
suspended, but on which he exercises no control ; he sits immovable, 
except as regards the whip-hand, which he uses most liberally, going up 
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But it has been frequently noticed that cholera and other 
epidemics often follow the course of a river. It has been 
attempted to account for this, by the supposition that the river 
forms a sort of conducting channel for the malaria. We think 
it much more likely that the explanation is to be sought from 
principles similar to those stated by our author, with respect to 
the Ceylon rivers ; — that, in fact, the malaria is not generated at 
one point and conveyed along the course of the river, but that 
it is generated all along the river, through the decay of the 
vegetable matter which it has left on its subsidence after 
periodical or occasional floods. Upon the whole, we venture to 
be of opinion, that neither pure water, nor living vegetation, nor 
even vegetation decaying under a considerable depth of water, 
will give rise to malaria ; but that the great cause of it is the 
decay of vegetable and animal matter under the action of mois- 
ture, the atmosphere, and the sunshine. 

There is notliing that brings out more distinctly the char- 
acter of the book before us, and confirms more fully the 
statement which we have ventured to hazard, as to the 
purpose wliich books of its class are mainly designed to 
serve — that, namely, of keeping their readers awake till the 
conventional hour of retirement — than the prominence that 
is given to the author's pony. Of all the readers into whose 
hands this volume may fall, how can there, by possibility, 
be one to whom it can be of the smallest moment to know the 
doings of this vixenish brute ? Mr. Sullivan knew perfectly 
well that there was not one of his expected readers who had 
any good reason to take the smallest interest in the matter; 
but he knew, at the same time, that his pony might be made a 
telling character in the drama which he was concocting, and 
therefore he scrupled not to introduce him again and again, 
to keep him constantly on the boards. In good sooth, how- 
ever — for we may as well go into the spirit of the thing while 
vre are about it — “ Punchy " was no ordinary pony. He seems 
to have had a forty horse-power of mischief in him, day and 
night he was at his pranks ; and the ingenuity which he dis- 
played seems to have been beyond the ordinary standard of 
brute intelligencOi 

Certainly, the goddess At6 must have presided in person over the birth 
of Mr. Punchy^ and endued him, quinta parte^ with the quintessence of 
her disposition, for it is impossible to conceive any animal, biped or quad- 
ruped, in whom the love of mischief was more irresistible : he was always 
at it, and could not be quiet lor a single instant. If not engaged in biting 
some other horse, or chasing some unfortunate cooly to make him drop his 
load, he would amuse himself by trying to bite my foot and leg when I 
was not looking out. The only person he would do any thing for con amort 
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was his horse -keeper, the most patient anij long-stifeing of patiahi ; tnd 
the inces^nt means of annoyance he practiced on him, nipping hie back, 
pulling his turban off his head, (a grie'rous insult to a Hindu), treading 
on his heels, or dragging him at full speed across an)^ open ground that 
presented itself, was enough to have enraged any other mortal. The 
man used occasionally to look at me with a piteou -i imploring air, as if 
enquiring “ what am I to do P” but 1 never once saw him strike or revenge 
himself on the pony in any way ; and i feel convinced a considerate 
amount of afiection existed between the two. 

According to the Cingalese doctruu of Metcn^psychosis, the spirits that 
have behaved badly in the human shape, are shi^’ied into the form of some 
domestic animal, and those that have done well into that of a wild animal ; 
the most dreaded of all changes being that into a woman ! If ever, in the 
course of these transmigrations, the spirit of Punchy animates the bulk 
and might of an elephant, be will be a ‘‘ rogue ” of the worst description, 
and I can only pity those sportsmen or villagers that chance tc fall in his 
way. 

To tills we demur. According to the representation given 
throughout of the character of Punchy^ the worst he was 
chargeable with, was an uncontrollable love of fun and mis- 
cliief; but in so far as w e understand the matter, the spirit of 
a rogue” elephant is as different as possible from this. With 
the one it is merely the desire to be ein])loyed, the mere love of 
exertion ; with the other it is a deep-rooted, sullen hatred and 
animosity against all persons and things. Both may be de- 
structive enough, but the one destroys through an exuberance 
of animal spirits, and a desire for active employment ; the 
other destroys from deep-rooted malignity. The two are as 
different as the fox-hnnter is different from the Guy Fawkes 
incendiary. Wo confess, however, that our author contrives 
to enlist a certain degree of sympathy with and interest in 
Punchy^ and his adventures are frequently amusing enough. 
For one reader who “skips” the various narratives of Pun^ 
chij s proceedings, we may safely predict that half a dozen will 
turn over without reading the leaves that relate to Lord Tor- 
rington’s Administration. Our author manfully stands up in 
vindication of that nobleman, regarding him as having been 
the victim of mock philanthropy. Without entering upon 
the discussion of the question with reference to Lord Torring- 
tdn, we must admit that there is a good deal of truth in our 
author’s description of the conduct of a too influential party in 
England. 

The fact is, there exists in England a party, strong in talents and 
weighty in counsel, Pecksniffian in their professions, Mnigreurs in their 
actions, who, like the Athenian of old, who ostracised Aristides, merely 
because he was tired of hearing him always called the “ Just,” attack and 
condemn all those who in distant lands, and in perilous seasons, exercise 
to the best of their powers that independence of judgment, without the 
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free use of which, responsibility can only be a farce. What purpose does 
it serve to appoint a man to a situation of trust and importance, if, ihe 
moment he exercises the energy and decision for which he has been selecJU 
ed, his conduct is to be animadverted upon, and blackened, by a number 
of carping, envious demagogues ? 

There is something so very un-English in the conduct of these men, 
and their philosophy is so palpably meretricious, that it is almost incredible, 
that amongst a straight-forward people, as we are supposed to be, and in a 
land where fair-play is accounted a national jewel, such conduct should 
be tolerated for one second. However, the British public, endued, doubtless, 
with a more then average amount of national stability and common sense, 
as regards ordinary topics — are, in the case of personal accusations, too much 
inclined to drop that golden maxim of our judicial code, viz., that every man 
is innocent till he is proved guiltf ; and resigning their own right of private 
judgment, to follow pell-mell some immaculate bell-wether, who thinks 
himself called upon to accuse. 

We decline taking up the application of these principles to the 
case of Lord Torrington, because we frankly confess that we have 
not sufficient data to enable us to form a satisfactory conclusion 
respecting it. Ceylon is such a little place, that personal mat- 
ters are sure to get themselves mixed up with public questions. 
Men of equal character and credit contradict each other directly 
on matters of fact ; and those who have not the means of testing 
the comparative accuracy of conflicting statements, are reduced 
to the necessity of reserving judgment, or coming to the con- 
clusion, which is generally a pretty safe one, that there are 
faults on both sides. 

Since we have been thus led to allude to one controverted 
subject, we may as well advert to another, on which we are 
better able to give a decided opinion. Our author gives a very 
disparaging view of Missionary operations and success. We 
let him speak for himself. 

My experience, gathered from visits amongpt the Indians of North and 
South America, the Arabs of Asia, and the Natives of Ceylon and Lidia, and 
supported by the opinion of unprejudiced persons, whose long residence 
amongst them had made them acquainted with all their habits, leads me to 
believe, that scarcely one real convert, whose belief is sincere and lasting, 
annually rewards the labours of the hundreds who are engaged in the spiri- 
tual warfare. This opinion may appear incredible, and too frightful to 
be believed, and Exeter Hall would decidedly crush any one who ventured 
to assert such a fact ; but two instances will prove that it is not entirely 
without foundation. The Abb4 Dubois, who was for upwards of fifteen 
years the most energetic and enlightened of Roman Catholic Missionaries 
in India, declared, when leaving that country, that during the whole period 
of his labours, he had not made one sincere Christian. A Baptist Mission- 
ary I visited in the Sioux country, told me that during thirteen years of 
uninterrupted residence and labour among the Indians, in which time he 
had educated scores of children, and translated two or three of the gospels, 
he could not say that he had made one single convert whose profession was 
sincere. If the humane and Christian population of England would only 
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enquire into these things, andinstead of wasting their energies and their meiina 
in useless attempts to convert the heathen, whose time is not jet come, would 
umte to convpt the heathen at home, they would find their labour crown* 
ed with certain success instead of as certain disappointment. Should we 
consider that man wise, who, deserting a fruitlul soil at his own door* 
where every instant of labour would be repaid a hundred-fbld, should 
expend his energies and his life in vain attempts to cultivate the sands of 
the Desert, or Iho icebergs of the Pole? Should we not slather look upo’^ 
him as foolishly wasting tnose talents which were intended to be turned to 
better account ? Yet such Is the actual cast; of most of our Missionary 
establishments. I know this assertion will he denied and scouted at by 
many interested persons, and by hundreds and thousands whom benevo- 
lence, and a too confiding Christianity, wiU not suffer to be convinced ; but 
travellers will not deny it, and be only tdPready to aifirm its truth. 

This statement is made with that air of confidence, not to 
say dogmatism, which may generally be taken as an indication 
of sincerity ; and we have no doubt whatever that in point of 
fact Mr. Sullivan is sincere in his belief of what be states. 
But sincerity of belief is one thing, and the truth of the thing 
believed is another. Let us then examine our author’s state- 
ment in detail. 

First of all as to the authority on which the statement rests, 
— the author’s experience, gathered from visits amongst the 
Indians of North and South America, the Arabs, the Cingalese 
and the Hindus. As to the extent of his experience elsewhere 
we have no means of judging. But it appears, sq far as we 
can make out by a careful process of comparison and investi- 
gation, that his sojourn in Ceylon extended over about four 
months, three of which were spent in the jungles and forests, 
as far away as possible from the scene of Missionary labors. 
Of the remaining month, we may very safely conclude that an 
infinitesimally small portion was devoted to investigations into 
the results of Missionary labor; and therefore we do our 
author no injustice in declaring that what he calls his “ expe- 
rience,” in so far as Ceylon is concerned, is utterly and abso- 
lutely valueless. 

But his experience is supported by the testimony and opi- 
nion of unprejudiced persons, who have long resided in the 
midst of the Missionary field. How does our author know 
that these witnesses were unprejudiced ? Did he reside long 
enough among them to form any idea of the various ways in 
which their interests came into collision with the success of the 
Missionaries? We venture to say that he did not. He did not 
even suspect that the planters, and others with whom he asso- 
ciated in Ceylon, had formed an idea of the normal state of the 
relations that ought to subsist between the natives and them 
as that of entire subjection and. dependence on the one side, 
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and protection, or oppression as the case might be, on the 
other, and that every instance of a man presuming to think for 
himself, or to stand up for his rights, was a violent jar upon 
their prejudices. How it may be among the planters of Cey- 
lon we do not know but from analogy. But we do know 
that amongst the Indigo-planters of Bengal, whose position 
with respect to the natives is precisely similar, while there are 
many who are anxious to treat the natives with justice and 
kindness, there are very few indeed who would not regard the 
elevation of the natives to a condition of independence in 
thought and action (which must be more or less the^ effect of 
their Christianization) as a*rtual invasion of their own vested 
rights. We speak of natural feeling — in other words, of pre- 
judice — and by no means intend to deny that there are indivi- 
duals whose convictions of duty and truth are sufficient to 
overbear these feelings — but these are the exceptions. 

But Mr. Sullivan's assertion is proved to be not entirely 
without foundation, by the experience of two Missionaries. 
Let us see how the logic hangs together. The Abbe Dubois 
declared that during fifteen years in India he had not made one 
sincere Christian, and a Baptist Missionary in America could 
not say that in thirteen years he had made one single convert 
whose profession was sincere therefore scarcely one real 
convert, whose belief is sincere and lasting, annually rewards 
the labours of the hundreds who are engaged in the spiritual 
warfare. We venture to say that Mr. Sullivan would not be 
satisfied )ivith reasoning like this on any other subject whatso* 
ever. As thus; — 1 have the testimony of two men — good shots 
too — that they had pursued the sport of elephant-shooting for 
twenty years in the forests of Ceylon, and had never secured 
a single “ tail," therefore I am led to believe that scarcely an 
elephant a year is shot really dead by the hundreds of sportsmen 
%vho are employed in the pursuit of them. As to the positive 
value of the experience of the Missionary among the Sioux, we 
have of course no means of judging ; but it is otherwise with 
that of the Abbe Dubois. This has been well examined by Mr. 
Hough in his letters, which are well worth the perusal of Mr. 
Sullivan. But we shall refer to a testimony as to the value of 
that experience, which Mr, Sullivan will probably deem more un- 
exceptionable. It is that of Mr. Sullivan himself, who, — within 
two pages of the place whence we have taken our extract, writes 
thus — The Roman Church recognises the doctrine of allow- 
® ing the end to justify the means, and does not hesitate to tole- 
* rate and even patronise a certain admixture of idolatry in 
‘ her worship — by that means inducing a belief among her 
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‘ converts, that the dissiniilarity is not so great after all, and that 
‘ by transferring their faith from Buddlia to some other sainti 
‘ whose image is offered to their worship, they are merely wor- 
' shipping him in another form,” If this be the way in which 
the Romish converts are “ made/^ is it to be expected that 
their belief should be either sincere or lasting ? We trow not. 
But it does noi seem to us to follow that that of those who are 
“ made” on other principles should not be both. 

But after all, iiow stands the fact ? Thus : The Protestant 
Native Christian community in India consists of about 100,000 
souls. Of these a few are good, u|) to the full height of Chris- 
tian attainment and character in any part of the world. A few 
are bad, dow^n to the lowest level of hypocrisy and falsehood ; 
but the great majority are probably very much on a level with 
Christian communities elsewhere. Probably many would ex- 
pect that the native Christian's, who have by a positive act of 
their own embraced Christianity, should be greatly superior lo 
the members of Christian Churches elsewhere, many of whom 
have never been called upon to avouch their Christianity by any 
decided step. But this expectation wdll scarcely be entertain- 
ed by those who consider what heathenism is, and how enfeeb- 
ling it is to the mind, and how destructive of the best feelings 
and affections of the heart. Taking this into consideration, 
we think that every reasonable expectation is fulfilled, if the 
first generation of Christians in a heathen land can stand 
comparison, in respect of mind and character, with those 
who have breathed from their childhood an atmosphere 
impregnated with Christian ideas and practices. And fvom 
this comparison we firmly believe that the Native Christians 
of India will come out, man for man, with credit. 

The numbers indeed are small. Our author more than once 
insinuates that the Missionaries are accustomed, from interest- 
ed motives, to give too glowing an account of their success. 
To us, on the contrary, (ail w^e are probably as much conversant, 
or nearly so, with Missionary literature, as is Mr. Sullivan him- 
self,) they seem too apt to tahe a desponding view of the matter, 
and to complain of want of success commensurate with their 
desires, when they ought rather to rejoice over any measure of 
success at all. 

As to our author’s opinion that the labour and money that 
are expended on foreign missions would be more profitably 
spent at home, — it is a mere opinion, unsupported by facts. 
Is it true that amongst the heathenism of our great cities and 
our manufacturing towns, and our railway and agricultural 
labourers, “ labour is crowned with certain success,” and ^‘every 
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instant of labour is repaid a hundred-fold T’ Would to God 
that it were so ! But the simple fact is that it is not. Lord 
Shaftesbury could tell a different tale. Mr. Vender Kiste has 
told one diametrically opposite, and we take leave to say that 
they know quite as much of the matter as does Mr. Sullivan. 

Perhaps our readers may think that we have spent more 
time upon this matter than it is worth. We do not think so. 
X We know not how a Reviewer can better fulfil the duties of 
his vocation than by vindicating the cause of those who are 
gratuitously attacked, and exposing tlisji impertinence of those 
who presume to write a subject respecting which they know, 
and can know, nothing. But upon tl# whole, fault-finding is 
not pleasant to us, and we gladly turn over the leaves of the 
volume’ before us, in search of matter, in respect of which we 
can be on better terms with our author. Nor have we far to 
seek. The chapter which we have already extracted contains 
m account of the Kandian ladies, whom our author does not 
greatly admire. On the from grave to gay '' principle, we 
may as well extract a paragraph : — 

I congratulated myself on having been present at this grand Buddhist 
feast, as it afforded me a very fair opportunity of judging of the beauty of 
the Kandian ladies, of whose personal attractions ! had heard rather fas- 
cinating relations. I must confess, the reality woefully disappointed me, 
neither features nor figures are pleasing, the former being coarse and vulgar, 
the latter very plump and inelegant. Their conceit is most amusing ; and the 
wriggling gait they assume, is made doubly ridiculous by the excessive 
tightness of their comboys or petticoats, which confine the free movements 
of their hips almost as completely as tight straps do, or did, (for perhaps 
the fashion has changed) the shoulders of our fashionable ladies in England. 
Although this 4escription of plainness is very general in its application, 
there were some few young ladies who really were not hideous, and who, 
but for their beastly and universal habit of chewing betel, would have 
been quite tolerable. The women appear to be even more inveterate 
chewers than the men; they literally pass their time “Uwixfc betel and 
chunam,” and carry their roll of betel leaves and their little silver or bronze 
box of chunam or prepared lime, much as a lady does her handkerchief or 
reticule in England. Their method of fornibg a quid is to place a small 
piece of lime and Areca nut in a leaf of betel, and roll them up into the 
shape and size of a large walnut. This is inserted in the cheek, and an 
active masticatory process commenced, which never ceases, but for the act 
of expectoration, till all the flavor of the mixture is consumed. The lime 
acting upon the Areca nut stains the saliva a deep red color, almost like 
blood, and imparts to the lips, teeth and gums, a most filthy and disgust- 
ing aspect. The repulsive appearance of the mouth, both in man and 
woman, may account for the fact of their never kissing. This innocent 
diversion is unknown in Ceylon, to the natives at least. A lover meeting 
his mistress applies his nose to her cheek, and gives a snuflT or a rub, mucli 
in the Laputan style of salutation. So- utterly disgusting do I hold this 
betel* chewing propensity, that if Venus the laughter-loving 

goddess hers3f, decked with the most bewitching of her wreathed smiles, 



MR. SULLIVAN ON CEYLON. 


3t9 


were to appear with betel -stained lips, I really doubt whether thd most 
impassioued of her admirers would not experience some slight disgust. . 

Our last transition was ‘‘ from grave to gay be onr noAt, at 
least in respect of subject, “ from lively to severe.*' Our author 
represents Polyandry, or the marriage of a woman to a man 
and all his brothers, as being much more prevalent in Ceylon 
than we had any idea of its being there or any where else. 
According to his account, it is “almost universal in the Kan- 
diaii provinces,” We suspect that this is an exaggeration, but 
undoubtedly it preva||| extensively, and one of its natural 
elFects is described in the following extract : — 

There is another custotlp which the lessened demand for women has 
introduced, viz., the destruction of female children, which till within a 
vei/ short period, was a maternal right, ruily recognised and very gene- 
rally practised. There is no doubt that the practise prevails at present, 
though it is now considered advisable to conceal it. It is a well-known 
fact in human statistics, that the male births exceed the female ,* but that, 
in consequence of the loss of life attendant on exposure, excess of food 
or other dangers, the number of adult females in all countries exceeds that 
of men, by, I think, 3 or 4 per cent. In Ceylon, however, in a 
jiopulalion of some 8 or 900,000, the males exceed the females by some 
thousands; and so lately as 1821, the population of one district was 
as fifty-five women to 100 men. This fact at once proves that female in- 
fanticide still exists. 

Not quite. We at first thought that the date was a mis- 
print for ^51, but having occasion to refer to Mrs. Heber’s 
Journal, w^tfouiid that the statement is extracted from it. The 
most that it^roves, therefore is, not that infanticide still exists, 
but that it did exist witliin a generation before that date. More- 
over, we can never place full confidence in any census of an orien- 
tal country, and least of all in respect of this very matter, the 
number of females in a community ; for this is one of the points 
on which, above all others, an oriental is most likely to falsify. 
That infanticide still prevails in Ceylon, we do not mean to deny ; 
we are only pointing out that our author’s conclusion is scarcely 
warranted by his premises. One thing seems to us as certain, 
as it is satisfactory ; that* if polyandry exist as extensively as our 
author represents, and if infanticide be at all as prevalent as he 
supposes, the customs must soon die a natural death, through the 
extirpation of the race who practise them. Supposing the average 
number of living children that a married woman any where 
produces to be three, and suppose that in the Kandian pro- 
vinces the average number of husbands of a woman is three, 
then it is evident that four parents have only three children. 
Such would be the effect, undoubtedly, of a system of polyandry 
so general as our author represents it as being in those provinces. 
But again ; there ought to be 103 women alive for 100 men, 
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and there are only ^fifty-five. The conclusion of oar author 
therefore, is, that forty-eight out of 1 03, or more than forty-si|| 
and a half per cent, of the female population, that is, more than 
23 per cent, of the whole population, are killed in their infancy. 
It thus appears that each generation ought to be three-fourths or 
75 per cent, of the preceding one, and that of each generation 
^23 per cent, are killed in infancy, and only 77 per cent, left alive. 
Hence it would follow, that each generation would be only 77 
per cent, or 75 per cent, of its predecessor, that is 57f per cent, 
exactly. If then Mr. Sullivan’s reprdl^ntation of the state of 
itiatters were correct, the race mus t h ave been extinct long 
ago ; bfit it is not, therefore, &c., Q. J^D. 

Our author’s chapter on snakes is a very readable one, and 
contains some reflexions that strike us as original, as for ex- 
ample, that snakes may probably encrease rather than dimi- 
nish in number from the proximity of human habitations, as 
there may be more of their natural enemies killed than of 
themselves. Man, indeed, kills snakes, but then he kills also 
‘‘ hawks, pigs, peacocks, mangeese, &c.,” which if uiikilled, 
would kill more snakes than man kills. Thus it may be that 
man, the natural enemy of the serpent race, is, by a compen- 
satory process, the best friend of that race. A less original, 
but not less assent-compelling reflexion is the following : — “ A 
snake in the grass is bad enough, but a snake in bed would be 
doubly disagreeable.” The following extract is startling : — 

I took a good deal of trouble to enquire the size of the boa-python, as 
found in Ceylon, but though I heard of several, that within the memory or 
tradition of men had been killed, measuring 30 feet, I never heard that 
size exceeded ; but this by no means proves that their growth is limited to 
that length, or that they may not exist in large numbers. Game of all 
kinds is so plentiful in Ceylon, that they need never be forced into the 
neighbourhood of man to procure their food. In In^Jia, I know from eye- 
witnesses, of their being killed 45 feet long and 6 feet in circumfei-ence ; 
and the one killed in the Sunderbunds some years ago was credibly report- 
ed at 60 feet. Moreover, in proof, that this need not be an exaggeration, 
we may remember that the snake that stopped the army of Attilius Regu- 
lus, in the riyer Bagrada, was 120 feet, and tRat its skeleton was preserved 
in Rome till withii. some three or four centuries. 

The usual rule forjudging of tradition is to believe one-half 
of w’^hat we hear ; but Mr. Sullivan reverses the process, and 
believes a great deal more than he hears. Of course, it is im- 
possible to refute this. Unless we had traversed every place 
whore snakes can possibly subsist, we‘ cannot prove that there 
nowhere exist snakes 60, or 120, or 600, or 1,200 feet long. 
But we do not know that it is quite Baconian to presume their 
existence, merely because we cannot prove that they do not 
exist. For the rest we may state that there is no such serpent 
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as boa-python, the boas and the pythons being different geiie- 
and we have the anthority of Mr. Blyth, whom, without 

ffence to any, we may safely call the first zoologist in India, 
for stating that there is no authentic account of any snake 
longer than 30 feet. As to the mythical python in the Bag^ 
rada, it is of some importance to observe that it was not the 
skeleton, but the skin that is said to have been sent to Rome. 
Now so elastic is a snake’s skin, that wo do not think there 
would be any difficulty in stretching ^one of very moderate 
length to 120 feet ♦ 

As a matter of rosthetics, we cannot quite agree with our 
author, when he says, ihit “ of all snakes the cobra is the most 
beautiful.’^ But this is the less wonderful, as he agrees aa 
little with himself. Inasmuch as he had said just before, that 
^‘the eye-snake, so called from a supposed habit it has of 
‘ striking cattle in the eye when grazing, is, without exception, 
^ the most beautiful and least repulsive of all snakes.’^ Such 
contradictions as this can scarcely be avoided, if men will 
write in superlatives, which is a characteristic of that school of 
authorship of which Mr. hullivan is a representative. We 
have just seen that our author is somewhat easy of belief in re* 
gard to the size of boas, but we were not quite prepared for hiu 
taking in the following fact, [.^] “It is said, anii Ibeliem 
‘ toith truths that it [the cobra] loses a joint of its tail every 
‘ time it expends its poison/^ It would require one of Mr. 
Sullivan's own boas to “ swallow” this. 

The following description of Ceylon hospitality is pleasing : — 

ITosjpitj^ity is genuine and unrestricted among tke planters in Ceylon. 
You ride up to a bungalow, put your horse mto the stable, enter the 
house, and if the owner be at home, introduce yourself, or if jou have a 
companion introduce him, and he performs the same kind onice for you. 
If the wner is not in, you nevertheless introduce yourself to his butler, 
as the nouse-keepers are called, light a cheroot, call for beer, A^c., and 
make yourself at home till his return. The conversation on entering a 
planter’s bungalow, whether friend or not, is usually on this wise: ^‘Master 
at home?” “No, Sar.” “Beer got?” “ Yes, Sar.” “ Beer bring, 
— Cheroot got ?” “ Yes, Sar.” “ Now then, you nigger, bring a light, and 
get somethmg to eat.^’ “ Yes, Sar.” This free and easy way of proceed- 
ing is expected, and universally practised. It is a sort of communism of 
the pleasantest description, and is necessitated by the state and extent of 
the population ; for where bungalows are twelve and twenty miles apart, 
roads barely passable, and weather, during six months of the year, incle- 
ment, the wonted ceremonies and formal introductions of more civilized 
society would be out of place, and highly disagreeable to the hungry 
moistened voyager. 

We presume that it is only in bachelors’ houses that sncli 
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a style of things prevails. In India now it is only in remote 
districts that miscellaneous hospitality of this kind Is necessarji 
and like many other things, good and evil, it will retreat furthw 
and further into the jungle before the rush of Railway cars. 
Reading our author’s description of the monotony of a coffee - 
planter’s life, we can easily imagine that hospitality is its own 
reward, and that the host is as much pleased to receive a guest, 
as the way-worn hungry traveller is pleased to partake of rest, 
food and refreshment. 

Such being life in the bungalow in Ceylon, we can fancy 
that few tilings are more agreeable than an exchange of 
it now and then for the tent; and hence, more than 
from all other causes put together, is the origin of ele- 
phant-hunting parties— just as a similar cause gives rise to 
tiger-shooting excursions in India. Our author’s sporting 
reminiscences are not to us particularly attractive. Mr. Sul- 
livan, we would say, is no sportsman ; although he is continu- 
ally insinuating that he is, only that his tastes incline toward 
fox and partridge, in preference to elephant and peacock. 
But we suspect that his ideas of sport are defeltive and erro- 
neous. lie is willing enough to chase foxes or shoot elephants, 
in order to be able to say that he has got so many brashes or 
so many tails : but with the genuine sportsman this is a very 
small consideration. With him the main thing is the direct 
and immediate interest in the sport itself, which he would 
enjoy equally if no one were ever to know of the result 
There is much truth, however, in the following reflexions : — 

MarechalSaxe said no mm ever snuffed a candle with his fingers withoiil 
experiencing the sensation of fear ; and I don’t think many get over theii 
first interviiw with an enraged elephant, without realizing the same sen- 
sation in a greater or less degree. “ Fear,” with whatever amount o 
ludicrous pertinacity men are wont to repudiate its existence, is quite j 
natural feeling, and has existed and will exist, in all ages of the wona. Tin 
Athenians and others deified it, as they did all the passions that were im- 
planted by Nature, and I think that the propinquity of an awkward customer 
like. the one I have mentioned, might well give a green hand a sufficient ex 
cuse for sacrificing to that deity. In nine cases out of ten, fear arises fron 
the want of habit and confidence ; and with the frequent recurrence of th< 
original cause of alarm, the sense of danger diminishes, till it almos 
becomes one of indifference. The sailor, for instance, will go aloft witl 
perfect composure in a gale of wind, while the soldier, who is bent upo] 
seeking the “ bubble reputation ” at any hazard, on shore, would mos 
decidedly decline making the experiment. It is the same with the delicat 
business of “popping the question.” A man’s first proposals are mad 
with excessive timidity ; he is bolder the second time^ and having escapei 
so far, and convinced himself how little danger attends the experiment 
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Le will afterwards, witji perfect iion*chalance, go ilirougli a 
brings a irmcli braver man’s heart into his mouth merely to think of. It 
lls the same with elephant-shooting ; the first time it is certainly Bery6*ttB 
work, the second less so, till with a little practise a man with wdinarj^ 
nerves approaches an elephant with very little more dread v>r excitemejtft 
than he does a doe or a pig. 

Rather philosophical reflexions these, and more truthful 
some others of our author s cogitatioiis. We have said that we 
cannot discover iu our author any large amount of the genuine 
enthusiasm of the sportsman ; but he has a fair share of the 
John Bull courage of the Englishman; and it is the consciousness 
of this that makes him hot afraid to plead guilty to the soft 
impeachment of fear, in circumstances in which it is no dis^ 
credit to any man to be afraid. The following long extract 
will shew our readers a good deal of the nature of sport in 
Ceylon, and how tails are won/* 

After we had tracked about ten minutes longer, the Moorman suddenly 
stopped, as if shot, and pointed out a huge mass, at a distance of about 
sixty yards, which I could not at first quite discover to be an elephant : 
however, on creeping nearer, 1 made out my friend. He was standing 
with his back towards me, fanning himself with his long ears. It is not 
always wise to attack an elephant quite alone, especially when you can* 
not depend upon your gun-carrier remaining by you in extremity. From 
this man’s bumptious and swaj^gering mauuer when in camp, and from 
his having displayed unmistakable symptoms of alarm when engaged 
with the “ rogue” some days before, T felt convinced that “ my pretty 
gentleman,” as the gypsies say, would run at the slightest appearance 
of danger. However, 1 had not much time to consider ; for the elephant 
turned lazily round, and commenced moving in my direction. This was a 
great deal too tempting to be resisted, so, following the bent of my incli- 
nation, I advanced to meet him. lie did not see me, I think, till I was 
about six yards from him, when he stopped and prepared to turn— rather 
a long business sometimes with individuals of his species. I immediately 
gave him a shot in the centre of the forehead, about three inches above 
the roqt of the trunk. The efiect was instantaneous. He subsided like a 
great hayrick, without a groan or a struggle of any kind, falling exactly 
in the position he was standing, with one Teg advanced, in the act of turn* 
ing. 1 had never seen an animal die so immediately, and I felt almost 
startled at witnessing the power of one small ounce of lead in destroying 
so efiectually the vitality of such a hi^e mass. 

My tracker, who had retreated as 1 advanced, now came up, and while 
he was engaged in securing the tail— the only thing a sportsman has to 
shew for his clanger and trouble — I was contemplating my handiwork, 
really more than half sorry for what I had done, and more than half 
ashamed of having destroyed one of the most sagacious of God’s creatures 
without any object whatever, but that of saying I had done so. I had, 
indeed, half resolved to retuni to camp, and not wantonly commit any more 
murder, when suddenly I heard the jungle crashing quite close at hand^ 
and had just lime to turn, when I met another elephant “ mooning” rig]^i * 
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* lap to where hi« deceased friend was being deprived of his caudal honors : 
he had evidently he^d the shot, and was now about to fall a victim to his 
curiosity. All my hximane regrets, phil-elephantine sentiments, I am 
ashamed to say, vanished in a second, and I advanced to meet him with 
much more excitement than I did the first. He did not see me till I was 
quite close, when he stopped short, and without shewing any desire^ 
retire, eyed me in rather a fierce manner, at the same time lifting Wm 
trunk, as i||implying that he could^ if he chose^ “ chew me up in consider- 
able less than no time/’ Expecting a charge, I glanced round to look for 
my second gun, but my friend the tracker had disappeared. He seemed 
to regard elephants much in the same style as Ulysses was advised to re- 
gard Circe TT 

** Oh f fly her rage, thy conquest is thy flight” 

And he certainly acted on that advice, for be vanished whenever an ele- 
phant shewed any pugnacious symptoms, and always returned sprightly 
and dlated when the danger was passed, as if he were himself a victor. 

My gun-carrier having disappeared, I was left in the agreeable position 
of standing face to face with an elephant in anything but an amiable 
mood, with only one shot to rely upon. I ought properly to have retired, 
as attacking an elephant single-handed with only one barrel is too danger- 
ous an amusement to be often attempted with success. My first iinpulse 
on perceiving the failure of my second gun, was to retire from the scene of 
action ; but tlien I thought of the tail, and determined to fire first, and trust 
to being able to accomplish a retreat afterwards, if necessary. All this 
passed in one second, and as the elephant at that mcmoftnt gave a shrill 
trumpet, a sign either of rage or fear, (in this instance I think it was 
the latter), I found there was no time to lose ; so I hurried up to within 
ten yards of his head, when, just as he was going to charge or retire, I 
cannot say which, I shot him in the forehead, in the identical spot I had 
struck the other. His death was quite as instantaneous as that of his lady 
companion — [whom in previous paragraphs our author described as being 
of what the Latin Grammars tell us is the more worthy gender] — and, 
poor brute, whether his intention had been friendly or hostile, did not 
much signify, for he was cut off in the flower of his youth, and pride of 
his strength, by a comparative pigmy, whom, had he been conscious of his 
power, he migut have destroyed and crumpled up with far greater case even 
than Mr. Cobden could the Empire of Kussia. 

This conclusion is a rhetorical flourish, wliich, like some of 
Mr. Cobden’s own, has more eloquence than truth in it. 
There is no evidence to show that “ tiie poor brute ” was de- 
ficient in consciousness of the power that he possessed ; but 
that he actually lacked the power itself. However he might 
have been an over-match for the pigmy alone, he had no chance 
with the pigmy and ounce of lead in alliance ; and when that 
lead had effected a lodgment in his brain-citadel, he had 
clearly no resource but to die. Moreover, we must confess, that 
the hit at Mr. Cobden does not seem to us so well aimed as 
was the lead in ouestion ; for we are not aware that he has 
ever been particularly boastful of our prowess, W© had thought 
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that his error rRther in teaching that Russia does not 
require to be crumpled tip, than in over-estimating the facility 
accomplishing that achievement, " 

Had this extract not been so long, we should have gone on 
extracting in continuation, and shown how the attacker was 
forthwith in his turn attacked — the hunter was hunte^and was 
“ fain to get him up into a tree,"' But we forbear, alH content 
ourselves with quoting tbo philosophical reflexion with which 
he winds up the recital of a hair-breadth ’scape* “ However, 
‘ slio was perfectly right to pursue and kill^ if possible, those 
‘ wlio hunt, torture, and destroy her race, merely for the sake 
‘ of sport. If I was an elephant, I should have very little 
‘ compunction in flattening any European sportsman I could 
‘ meet with.” 

And now we think it is full time to conclude oUr notice of 
the Bungalow and the Tent* Our last extract shall be our 
author’s advice to those who are meditating a sporting trip to 
Ceylon. This advice may be summed up in the emphatic sen- 
tence — ‘‘ Don’t.” 

What picture can be more delicious and enticing, and who would 
not give up the i^ale enjoyments of a smoky city for an hour of such 
an existence? But before the enterprising and enraptured cockney 
does give up the comforts and sports of his native land, let him first 
consider the reverse of the picture, and then decide. In the first 
place, three, probably, out of the four individuals thus reclining, arc 
suffering from fevers, dysenteries, agues, leeches, or land-lice I The 
refreshing tea is probably sucked from a beery bottle ; the chicken, from 
too close contact with the heated body of some nigger, has become dis- 
agreeably lukewarm ; the cheroot, having been sat upon several times 
during the ride, can be made to answer no other purpose than that of 
exhausting the temper and lights of the smoker ; the tree is still umbrage- 
ous, but every shaking twig or leaf causes one to glance furtively upwards, 
to see that no snake or scorpion is crawling* above you, ready to plump on 
your nose at any moment. You may, indeed, close your eyes — ^in fact, that 
you probably would do — to keep out the eye-flies that Swarm around you, 
but as for sleeping, or ruminating on any thing peaceful or agreeable, the 
red-ants, almost as large as wasps, or the soothing hum of Brobdignagian 
hornets, of bat-like dimensions, entirely put that out of the question. It 
is my humble opinion that the annoyances, and heat, and dirt of an out- 
door existence in a tropical country far exceed any pleasure or benefit to 
be derived from it. I would rather shoot a grouse on a hill-side in Scot- 
land, or follow the fox across anj tolerable county in England, than 
return a second Gordon Gumming, in the matter of wild sports. Then Oh ! 
ambitious Briton, *‘crede experto,” trust one who has tried, and stay 
at home. 

Now we think that there are higher avocations than field- 
sports in their best estate, and we regard as worthy of indig- 
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nant reprobation those who pass over — as welliink Mr. Gordon 
Ottinming has done — the line of demarcation between sport and 
butchery, but we confess that we have little or no sympathy 
with the reasons that Mr. Sullivan employs to dissuade his 
countrymen from forming acquaintance with the Fauna of 
Taprobane. What are field-sports good for, but to train men 
to the eaiirance of labour and discomfort, to energy, decision 
and perseverance? And will not these qualities be more 
surely evoked in the jungles of Ceylon than on the moors of 
Inverness-shire, or even the 4owns of Leicestershire ? We 
suspect so. 

Mr. Sullivan’s last sentence is ; — “ My companion proceeded, 
‘ via Singapore, to the scene of present wealth in the Gold 
‘ Regions of Australia, whilst I took ship for the land of past 
‘ luxury and present lethargy, H. E. I. C. dominions.” So 
we shall probably meet with our author again. 
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AiiT. VIII. — Report on the Administratton of the Salt Depart 
ment of the Remnue of Bengal, for the year 1863-54. Ca/- 
cvitay 1865. 

How much invective and abuse, how much of bitter 
and angry feelings, have been occasioned by the Sa^ Mono- 
poly. The f )reign and the Indian merchant, the retailer aiid 
consumer, one and all, cry out against it. The merchant says* 
“ let me import it. I can sell better salt and cheaper than 
you.” “ Your supplies are uncertain,” say Government. Yes, 
because to sustain your unjust monopoly of the manufacture 
in this country, you hx such a high duty on it” — and “ down 
with the monopoly,” resounds through mercantile England. 
The Indian merchant says not that the monopoly is in itself 
so bad, but the lower authorities connected with the details 
of its management are unbearable, so the native merchant 
joins in the cry of “ down with the monopoly.” The retailer 
again says, What are your complaints compared to mine? 
You have only the higher agents to deal with, and once 
having passed them, you are safe. We have patrol darogahs, 
division mohiirirs and chapprassis innumerable to pfbpitiate, 
and which we must do or give up our trade — if you had these 
to deal with, you might with more propriety echo the cry of 
“ down with the monopoly ” In the mean time the poor con- 
sumer cries out, What are your losses to mine ? We are the real 
sufferers ; it is we who repay you all you give to the authori- 
ties^ and the salt which we find absolutely necessary to our 
existence, reaches us at the enhanced rate of three or four 
times the price of its manufacturing cost. 

Thus we see that the ruling cry of all is, that the mono- 
poly is unjust or injurious, and ought to be done away with. 
Radical reformers go further and say, must he done away with. 
Yet few of these have more than a superficial knowledge 
of the subject, gained from general information, or perhaps 
some one or two particular complaints. They do not really 
know where the saddle galls, or how. Their argument is, the 
Indian Government have the monopoly of the sale and manu- 
facture of Salt It can be sold cheaper, therefore the mllhopoly 
must be done away with. We agree with them in part, and 
say that the monopoly, on its present basis, must be done away 
with, the system and details, as existing in this country, must 
be remodelled and improved, and many of the evils pressing 
pn the retailers, both ferriers and actual dokundars, must be 
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done away with as far as possible, or the cry against the mono- 
poly will never cease. 

What is a monopoly and what its evils? It means in reali- 
ty, if not lexicographically, a heavier tax for an article of 
common usO) than could or should be imposed, if the sale of 
that articii were open to fair competition. Now no country 
exists without taxes, and it is the||ocal pressure of them, which 
renders them fair or unfair, heavy or light in the estimation 
of the people. It has generally been found, too, that those 
taxes which stand the test of time and experience, are the 
best and fittest that could be imposed, public reason and 
public opinion allowing them to exist unreformed. It must 
not, be admitted, that because a body of men, however influen- 
tial and enlightened, raise their voices against such taxes, that 
therefore they are unjust and oppressive : still less must the 
admission be allowed, when that body consists principally, not 
of the native residents of a soil, but of foreigners, who argue 
on the ground and principles of “ Free traded' and say, that as 
they can sell or supply a certain article of use cheaper than 
existing causes allow of its being sold, that therefore the 
natives Hire injured and Government despotic. So far good; 
but Ijere they stop short just where the arguments on the other 
side begin to tell : they should continue the question aiMi Say, 

we admit, however, that certain funds for the proper' manage- 
ment of the Government are necessary *’ — ^and then let them 
go on to say what tax or equivalent they are ready to give, 
that would be received by the people with as little comjdaint 
or lesSj than the objectionable tax, or which from reasonable 
deductions they think would stand the test of lime and expe- 
rience equally well, government may say, and fairly, “ we 

* require so much money ; we pay our servants handsomely, that 
‘ they may devote their whole time and energies to the care 
‘ and welfare of our subjects; the salt monopoly has been in 
^ existence ever since we have had the country ; wedo not con- 
‘ tiniie it for the fun of the thing, but from absolute necessity : 

* If you, the champions of the people, or the people them- 

* selves, will give us a fair and certain equivalent for this mono- 

* poly^lwe consent to its abolition ; if it has been oppres- 

* sive, we shall be glad of its extinction, for it is our interest, as 

* well as our wish, as all the records of our Government will 
‘ show, to foster their comfort and happiness by all the means 

* in our power.” If afterwards it appear that though they can in- 
demnify themselves, by less obnoxious means, they still continue 
this, then indeed jot a section, but the whole people of Britain 
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anti India may rise with some reasen, and cry down with 
the monopoly.” 

Government has done a great deal, by checks and penalties 
on bribery and corruption, to circumscribe the power and in- 
clination of its subordinates fo oppress the people. If it has 
failed, partially or entirely, It must be admitted that the task 
was one of vast difficulty, need not assume that it is 

more greedy of gain than ahy other Government, and we 
suppose, that it wants no more, than j^mfficieut to carry on 
the expenses of its duties, remembering like all enlightened 
rulers, that the superfimm wealth of a nation, belongs to the 
nation^ not to it. If it gives up-the salt tax, where can it 
turn to for the funds it %ill lose? It cannot increase tW 
land tax; the guardians of the agricultural interest, with good 
reason, would appeal against this. It cannot force higlier con- 
tributions from native protected powers, or curtail the pensions 
of those dependent on them. We should, in a very short time, 
have a wild cry of broken treaties and Punica fides, rolling 
not only over all England, but all civilized Europe. It 
cannot force more ships to come and go between India and 
foreign lands than Providence allows. There are seme who 
say that it is time to tax the artizan and mechanic, tradesmen 
and bankers. Those who say so have paid little attention to 
the social constitution of the natives, or they have taken too 
easy and light a view of the difficulties of such a step, especi- 
ally in the Mofussil. What ! the carpenter would cry out — tax 
me for following the trade I was born to, and which has been 
handed down to me through my fore-fathers, from very distant 
times? Tax me! I won’t work. — And then where shall we look 
for another carpenter ? None but a bazar mistri, who takes up 
a tool from the time he can hold it, is capable of such work 
without danger to liis fingers from the chisel, or to his toes 
from the adze. Besides, caste forbids tliem. People may 
question whether a native would strike work, considering hiiu 
too timid : that’s a mistake. We do not consider them capable 
of taking their hammers and axes in their hands and calling 
loudly for reform, or rather the abolition of any measure 
that they may tliink presses on them, but as far as tha| nega- 
tive resistance goes, which is shown by patient endurance, 
or obstinacy, we will back them to oat-brave their European 
confreres : it is the phase assumed by ** eombatimness 
Bengali phrenology. A strike then would be much mor^ 
effectual and coherent here than in England ; and we run the 
risk of that if we were to attempt to tax macbanics now. The 
time for that is not come ; whether it ever viml, is a question. 
We see then that the salt tax or monopoly is of neoessitv 
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bne of the few sources of income that the Government has ; 
it is not a singular one, for let us look back to the time, 
when man first began to emerge from the condition of a 
half-civilized slave, such as he was in Egypt and Assyria, into 
that of an independent and self-governing agent, as was the 
Roman, the maker of his own laws, and we shall find that 
even among them, the most enli|jpened and perfect in jurispru- 
dence, a salt duty was in force ; even now Austria works her 
mines, and maintains a most complete monopoly. Go to the 
heart of Africa, and you will find that salt is not only an article 
of mere consumption, but is, in many of its countries, the 
legal tender'^ of commerce, and one gives a bar of it as the 
circulating medium in exchange f^r other household commo- 
dities. The monopoly, or, perhaps, we ought to say, the income 
derived’ from it, cannot be given up without some equivalent : 
such being the case, let us ask for something that can, JV'e 
can ask for further modifications and improvements on the 
laws and rules that guide the monopoly; and, doubtless, if such 
improvements can be pointed out, and if they are feasible and 
consistent with Government interests, they will be granted ; 
we will use the language of the anti-monopolists, and saj, must 
be granted. When we say consistent with Government inter- 
ests,” we mean such as will not infringe upon their incdtue. 

We will commence by allowing tliat a certain quaiatity of 
salt must be used annually throughout the country, or per- 
haps it would be more proper to say, that a certaia amount of 
money must be raised each year as the ^hare of the salt tax, 
towards defraying national expenses, and you may consume or 
dispose of as much salt as you like then, fairly. 

liast year, for instance, there was so much Government salt 
Bold and so much tax paid, why should not that quantity be 
sold annually in future, with of course slight variations for the 
seasons ? The use of salt does not depend on fashion or fancjr, 
it is a necessity ; the quantity used this year must and will, in 
all probability, be used next, except we have decimation by 
pestilence or a ruined harvest. We see but two causes to prevent 
this consummation, and they are ‘‘ smuggling” and “ illicit 
manufacture to the prevention of these two opponent causes, 
to the free and untrammelled traffic and trade in Salt, the ends 
of all Government Regulations must tend ; if any law or cus- 
tom does not promote this view, it is superfluous, and from the 
venal inclinations of the lower authorities, becomes injurious. 

Let us review the precautions considered necessary by Go- 
vernment, to kee^ up the sale of the proper quantity of salt 
annually. The sw arrives in a British vessel. The merchant 
goes to the Salt Department in the Revenue Board, and gets a 
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rowanah, that is^ he states his intention of purchasing so 
salt from such a vessel, to be sent into the interior for sal^^ 
He pays the duty at the rate of Co.’s Rs. 2-8 per 100 maundis^ 
Here the complaints commence, we mean in getting the 
anah, but often most causelessly, A man cannot get his pass as 
quickly as he requires it (it is perhaps delayed by some cause or 
reason, good and beyond consul,) and straightway ha comes 
out with “ bribery and coiTufnon/' Not that all complaints 
are groundless ; the fact is, the complaints and justifications on 
either side, are about fairly balanced. Having got the rowanah, 
he goes to the ship, and everything as to price, Ikc., having been 
previously arranged — shewing his rowanah, without a sight 
of which the skipper will not give out a spoonful of salt in 
the way of bargain, brings his boats alongsitfe, loads them, ah<i 
takes them to the Balleaghatta khal, where we will leave them, 
till lhe merchant gets his chullan of country-made salt from 
the%olah9. The preliminaries are the same, he has to get Ibis 
rowanah, with which he goes to the golah, and shewing it, the 
quantity of salt protected by it, is weighed out ; he fills his 
boats and starts them to join those containing imported salt, 
waiting for him in tlm khal. This last operation is not nearly 
so speedy as the other. Having collected his argosies, the mer- 
chant makes a start for his itestinaiion. Reaching the Bagundee 
division, be must stop at the Khood Ghat to have his passes 
and boats inspected and tested by measurement; this costs time, 
and probably, money. He has to undergo this testing at the 
Koolneah and Backergnnge division Khood Ghats also. At last 
he reaches bis warehouses, and empties his boats into them. 
Before doing so, however, itis necessary to inform the chowkey 
;nohiirir, who deputes a chupprassi to see the salt weighed and 
stored. After storing, the salt is beaten into heaps, over which 
the “ adul” or official seal is stamoed. The whole of the mer- 
cliant’s troubles are now over or nearly so, and the Terrier or 
atraffee merchants now come in. The Terriers obtain from their 
respective chowkey mohurirs, atraffee rowanahs, with which they 
go to the merchant. These atraffees attest the quantity required, 
tlie place of vend or storeage, mode of conveyance, &c., and 
any deviation from these bonds, renders the atraffee merchant 
liable to penalties for breach of contract or of the regulati<3ns. On 
presenting this pass, the wholesale merchant informs the chowkey 
moburir, who again deputes a chupprassi, to see the required 
quantity cut from the heap, after which the stamp is again put on. 
No atraffee merchant can take more than 100 raaunds. After 
getting bis salt, he starts for his golahs, where it is weighed, 
stored and stamped by a chupprassi ; tlie ferifer has now played 
his part, nominally, that is, but not really, and the retailer now 





m 

Comes on* Thh miiii i# pirid liifiimnt of ti# 

ferrier; he sells nndir ihe frotection of what is oaHtd a 
charehitty 5” i« this is stated the quantity of salt the 
retaSer originally purchased, at what market place it is to 
he sold, in how many days : and how it is to be kept. Any 
breach of such stipulated condition renders the dokundar liable 
to punishment : a glance at tliemt will show how entirely a 
dokundar is at the mercy of the salt officials, of whom there 
ate a mohurir and four or five chupprassis at each chowkey, 
0li#of these latter has in charge to attend about eight or ten 
tearket places on each market day ; he ought properly to be 
going about constantly, but he has his understanding with the 
salt'sellers. Now ail this looking after is required to prevent 
the sale of illicit manufactures, and does not prevail in those 
districts where there are no chowkeys. What is the conse- 
quence ? Salt is sold at eight pice the seer in chowkey distmts, 
whereas in the neighbouring ones, Tipperah, Dacca and Flir- 
reedpore, fcr example, it sells for six pice : and the residents bless 
their stars, that it is supposed no salt can be manufactured in 
them. Of course we know that this enhanced price arises 
from the fees paid to the subordinate salt officers, and it is 
only necessary here to say, that there is an established scale of 
thein. Now all this is imposed and endured to prevewt smug- 
gling and illicit manufacture, the two grand cause# Jby which 
the legitimate sale of salt is affected. It remums^^theii^tb be 
seen, if no measures can be adopted to do liwuy With such 
strict terms, in the manufacturing districts, oi*’ better still, if 
means cannot be devised, through which 'll new source of trade 
will be opened out in them, by encouraging lawful manu- 
facture of it, by all inclined to enter it. This would doubtless 
lead to such sufficient competition, that the price of the article 
would be considerably reduced ; the income of Government 
remain as good as it is, and in the end allow them to do away 
with the heavy expenses entailed by the agencies and golahs, 
save them very much trouble, not to say anything of the 
odium .attending a very objectionable measure, however much 
it may have become a necessary one. Of course Government 
does not care about sales, wholesale or retail, if they are aware 
that rile salt consumed has paid its proper customs or excise 
duties. 

Smuggling is of two kinds, that by sea, and that by land 
across tne frontiers* / We fancy that any dread of smuggling in 
British vesselr Is out of the question, and perhaps the same 
tnay be said of vessels in the country trade that go direct to 
Calcutta. The only smuggling that takes place in Bengal is 
by means of Mugh boats going up the Megna to Naraingunge. 
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iThey are quiek, active li>oki»g eraft, and it k said, that for 
caught, three or four escape* They discharge their smuggle^' 
cargoes into country boats about Hatteah, Sundeep and thoso 
parts, or perhaps run the gauntlet of the whole range of eliow*^ 
keys. We believe this system of illicit trade has greatly de* 
creased of late years, and the reports of its continuimce originate 
in the salt chowkey officers, darogahs, &:c., who do not wish 
the search system to be entirely abouslied. Search is now only ^ 
made, if what mey be considered accurate inforniation is laid 
before them by goindas on oath, but we remember the time 
when all Mugli boats, we may say all boats passing to and frorf 
Calcutta, had to pay “ toll,^^ not only to salt darogabs, but 
often to the abkaree, and if police darogalis could get a finger 
in the pie, they did not stand aloof, be sure. We recollect some 
years ago, information was laid in the Abkaree and Salt Offices, 
tbo same day, to the effect that their respective darogahs had 
recmved intelligence, that both salt and opium were to ne found 
on board a Mugh boat, returning home, and colling from 
Calcutta, that on their wishing to search the vessel, they had 
been forcibly resisted, so that they had been obliged to call 
in, to their aid, the police darogah* The abkaree assistant 
superintendent was sent out to make the seizure. He did it, and 
brought the boat in. The abkaree superintendent made a search 
early next morning, and of course found nothing, he was a 
sensible man, and knew at once the “ hooniad of the whole 
affair, and let the Mughs go. They were handed over to the 
Salt Office, and between that and the police the unfortunate 
Mughs had to kick *beir heels about the station nearly two 
montliFi. In the meantime it was perfectly well known, that 
they had fallen into this trouble merely because they had 
refused a toll of 200 Rupees to be divided between the Mofns- 
sil authorities. They had never forbidden a search, till the 
darogahs wished them to anchor their boat for an indefinite 
time, and turn every tliing^n it topsy-turvy, which they 
would not stand. Tlie improbabilities of the whole affair 
are plainly to be seen on the face of it. Is it likely that 
those Mughs could have brought opium to sell in the Cora** 
pany^s territories, (and from Calcutta) when they could get 
better prices for it at home ; or that they would take salt 
there, when it could be had for nothing ? It would be taking 
coals to Newcastle with a vengeance. Such a thing, happily, 
cannot occur now, and all such abuses, when brought to the 
notice of Government, are instantly and strictly put down. 

To guard effectually against smuggling in the rivers of 
the Soonderbuns, and also up the Megna, there should be 
placed a station and Iook*out in the south of Hatteah, 
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Dukkur, Shabagpore or Bansdeah. This should be in charge of 
a European officer, wbp should reside at one or other of the 
stations. At one or each there should be a fast palling and 
sailing English lugeer, with a strong crew. The lugger 
should not have standing mast and rigging, but such as could 
be up or down in five minutes, and a small cabin aft for shelter. 
From the look-out, all sloops and Mugh boats could be descried, 
^ and the moment they were, the officer should run out, and see 
if all was correct, and if so, he would give a certificate, 

which should exempt them from all further search. He should 
keep a book in which to copy all certificates he gave, as : 

^ Mugh sloop , Nacoda , from 

j laden with , pass free. An establishment of 

this sort kept up, wherever there is a suspicion of smuggling, 
would’ soon bring things right, and render it as difficult and 
dangerous, as the attempt would be in the Hooghly. We are 
certain it would answer at the mouths of the Megna and 
Ganges, and if it answered everywhere else, one object or 
cause of the strict supervision of the inland trade in salt would 
become useless. 

It remains now to consider how illicit manufacture can be 
checked, and if it can be checked without interference with the 
merchant and retailer. Here we believe greater difficulties are 
to be overcome, than in the prevention of smuggling. Inade- 
quate and vexatious as the present means are, it must be 
admitted that they are absolutely necessary : without them 
illicit manufacture would spread over the whole sea-board of 
Bengal, and seriously affect the legitimate sale of salt. The 
establishments for the protection of this in manufacturing dis- 
tricts, consist of a sunerintendent, sudder office, two, three 
or four patrol daroganl, a number of chowkey niohurirs, and 
no end of burkundazes ; when we say manufacturing districts, 
we mean such as can produce salt illicitly, not tliose in which it 
is made for Go vet'n meat, which'' are ‘Migency districts/' The 
patrol darogahsget seventy-five or ninety -five Rupees monthly. 
Chowkey mohurirsare not paid so well : they and their burkun- 
dazes have to look after the venders and see that they commit 
no breach of the regulations : they can Interfere so injuriously 
with these people, that a regular scale of fees is established in, 
we believe, all districts, which is paid to them without hesitation. 
The prevention of illicit manufacture appears a secondary con- 
sideration with them. Of course if it comes in their way they 
snatch it up eagerly ‘as a rich waif or stray. Government 
raised the pay of a. few and called them patrol darogahs, 
hoping that they would be efficient in putting a stop to illicit 
manufacture. We do iipt know if the end has been attained ; if 
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good men they must be useful, but the scale of fees has certain- 
)y not diminished, tha| we can vouch for. Illicit manufacture 
however is comparatively trifling. What calses are brought to 
notice are half true and half false, Or to say the least, half »us* 
picious. Can Government imagine that the mere hope of a 
trifling reward will induce ft man to turn informer, when he will 
be hurried away miles from home, to giye deposition, &c.,it being 
quite uncertain hgw long he may remftin absent ? It is out m 
the question. JpUian niny, if he has a spite against a neigh- 
hour, not a tenant of his own landlord, or it the instigation of 
his zemindar, bring on a case, but he will not on the chance of 
reward. Say a case is true, a long trial, far from home, would 
be in most instances sufficient punishment t but if an accused 
be innocent, consider what he has to go through before 
release, and then look around on every side to find soma 
means, of more readily punishing the guilty, and quickly 
releasing the innocent. To do this, there is but one way. 
An immense sum is expended ^on the salt chowkey superin- 
tendency, abolish them and lay out the money in encreas- 
ing your magistrates, a small sum in addition to that re- 
ceived by police darogahs will replace the latter by a higher 
and better educated class of men. Give these the power to 
check and punish smuggling and illicit manufacture. Make 
them, with the aid of the police, and the salt burkundazes, who 
should be transferred to that force, their own one or two de- 
tectives, and the village authorities, look especially to the latter 
duty of checking illicit manufacture, and then cut away the 
trammels that cling round the salt trade. If, as we before ob-^ 
served. Government is that no salt is consumed, but what 

has paid it lawful customs or excise dutj|j|,what object on earth 
is to be attained by rowannahs and attranees, charchittys and 
sale accounts, rendered the more trying by the constant and 
vexatious interference of the salt subordinate officers, whose 
sole object appears to be to find a flaw fn some account 
paper or pass, for the purpose of exacting from the unfortunate 
shop-keeper a few annas in excess of the privately arranged fees 
now given unhesitatingly. And Government may further throw 
open the manufacture of salt to all wishing to engage in it, 
by authorizing the thannah magistrate to grant permission to 
manufacture in any quantity, on receiving the stipulated 
duty, before hand — so much per maund. 'J'he advantages of 
this plan, not only as regards the salt trade, but the whole 
country, are obvious. We want a few judicials, with moderate 
powers, scattered about the country. Being comparatively 
so close, the probability is, that informers will be more on the 
^lert : at any rate, the hopes of extraneous aid will be greater 
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foi* the suppreasion of illegal maoufactere, even if we ti^k 
only to the liceneed manofaetarer, who, depend upon it, will not 
permit interlopers to interfere with his profits. Lastly, there 
can be no doubt that it will be made so abundantly and cheaply, 
that it will sell at considerably reduced rates, to what it does 
now. Government will in time be able to do away with its 
agencies and golahs, as well as its chowkeys, and the saving 
thus accruing may be given to the people in the shape of 
reduced customs duty and tax on manufactu Aand we think all 
or many will agree with us, that it will find its reward in 
whatever it may yield in attaining this reform. 

We have said nothing, it will be perceived, about the regula- 
• tions protecting the salt monopoly, except to remark generally 
that the vexatious impediments thrown by them in the way 
of the dealers in salt, place these latter greatly at the mercy 
of the lower officials in the department. There are two Sec- 
tions however of Regulation X. of«1819, which deserve a more 
prominent notice, as they fori^ the grounds of a very general 
and^decided reprobation. The}^ have been canvassed on all hands, 
and have been generally regarded as most unjust and oppressive. 
The Sections alluded to are 32 and 33, Regulation X. of 1819, 
which hold zemindars responsible for all illicit salt-manufacture 
on their lands, and liable to a penalty of l^s. 500 in default. 

Zemindars may advance, plausibly enough, the injustice and 
oppression of such a measure. Say that one residing in Cal- 
cutta, has an estate in Backergunge, yon cannot persuade him, 
that it is not most unjust to fine him 500 Rupees because one 
of his tenants takes it into his head to make a few seers of salt 
for his private consumption. By noether law, in any dinlized 
country, is one man j]||ndered liable lor another’s acts, and that 
other a distant, and imependent agent. Suj^pose a tenant to 
have a spite against his landlord, what is to prevent him from 
making a seer or two of salt, and getting information of it 
forwarded to thi salt-officers. The man must make up bis 
mind to suffer in person, and therefore, if on that account this 
means of revenge be not general, yet there are men capable 
of it. Or suppose a neighbouring zemindar has a spite against 
him, what is to prevent his putting up one of his tenants to do 
80 . It would not be difficult, they say, for a neighbour to make 
one of his own tenants do so, and prove that he was the other’s 
ryot. This argument, however, is not a happy one ; it cuts both 
ways, for the officials say, if you zemindars have such power, 
you certainly must have power to put down illicit manufacture. 
There are many other reasons ; but they have been so often 
heal'd and argued on, that it is needless to adduce them here. 
Now for the arguments on the other side. Government 
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determined on keeping np the monopoly, m one of the sonrees 
of their income. This settled the question of right or wrong, 
so tar that, right or wrong, it was not to be given up. Having 
gone to this extent, all petty considerations were, reasonably 
enough, cast aside, and it was further determined to make the 
most of the monopoly, for what would have been the use of up^ 
holding an obnoxious measure nominally, and virtually allowing 
it to be disregarded ? It would have been taking all the blame 
and foregoing all^e profit. 

Every one conversant with zcmindari matters, knows not 
on]}" the immense influence of a landlord, but the intimate 
private understanding subsisting between him, or his officers, 
and the people. tVe believe that a zemindar could know every 
time a dog wagged his tail within his lands, if any thing was 
to be got by it ; and no wonder ; they have their naibs, gomastas, 
tuss^ildars, meerdas, and finally their chowkeydars, who are, to 
all intents and purposes, their private servants. The zemin- 
dari kutclierry is the lounge of all without work on their 
hands, and the gup and gossip of the whole neighbourhood ifor 
miles around is there retailed. The Government must have 
been aware of this, and naturally determined to make use of 
this influence to assist tbein. There is nothing extraordinary 
in this, nothing but what all Governments look for at the 
hands of their subjects. Where else could they look? Their own 
means were very limited ; their superior oflScers few and far 
between. Uncovenanted judicial officers were not thought of, 
except for the Dewaui Adalut. The police, besides being a 
very inadequate force, had quite enough work on their hands, 
which they considered legitimately their own ; and they were, 
moreover, not to be trusted. It is uselesi|to say that Govern- 
ment ought to have had a sufficient force, for the protection of 
its rights. It had not : and the reason may be conjectured ; the 
East India Company had seen their predecessors, the native 
rulers, manage the country with much smaller means, and they 
concluded that where those who were disliked did so, they 
themselves, with every inclination to do justice to the people, 
and treat them with all kindness and forbearance, would be 
equally successful ; but they forgot that to be so, they must be 
equally despotic ; for justice, substitute expediency, self-in- 
terest for paternal rule, and, reversing the golden rule, 
which says that it is better that ten guilty should escape, 
than that one innocent should suffer, they would have to 
act as if it were better that ten innocent should suffer thau 
one guilty should escape. Not considering all this, they 
thought they could manage to rule the country with small estab- 
lishments. Those they had were not able effectually to attend 
to every thing, so they turned to tho land-lords, But they 
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putting trust hi the untrustworthy, — iSnen bom an4 bred In 
the school of deceit, whose sole aim, for jeto and generations 
of foreign submission, had been to deceive their rulers ; and 
whose only safety, in fact, had been in deceit. They could not 
“become honest all of a sudden, and we do not know that they had 
much inducement. After a trial of many years, it was found 
that Iand-holders-!-far from assisting, — connived at the infringe- 
ment of the salt laws; consequently in 1819, the laws against 
connivance were ordered to be more strictly^rfenforced, and the 
penalty to be uncompromisingly levied, for Government, seeing 
that love of order and the laws was not sufficient inducement 
to keep them in the right path, wished to try ^ what a dread of 
punishment would do ; and both have been, we believe, without 
a solitary Exception, unsuccessful. There is not a land-holder 
in India, who does not know that he is liable to a heavy fine if 
salt is manufactured illicitly on his estate ; and that he is lia- 
ble, all the same, even if he be not a resident, but have only 
a ^masta there. If they want this law to be abolished, why 
doHot they come forward with a few cases of illicit manufac- 
ture ? Do they wish the Government to believe that of all 
the hundreds of cases tried annually, they or their naibs were 
not cognizant of one even ? Let them go about getting the 
repeal of this obnoxious Act, in a more honest, straight- 
forward manner — let them give notice to Government of a 
few illicit cases, and then, when it sees that they are really in- 
clined to assist, it will readily repeal a law which its officers 
cannot but themselves see to be an extreme measure, justified 
only by the necessity of the case, the urgent necessity which 
calls for it. We doubt, if even the most pressing necessity for 
such a law existed in England, whether the people would allow 
it now-a-days. Zemindars may say, that it ought not to be 
made or considered their business to look after criminals, and 
this is doubtless true in the general ; but circumstances may 
impose obligations upon a man, which do not ordinarily lie 
upon him. Every good man will repay confidence with 
integrity, and every honest man will feel it his duty to uphold 
his Government and its laws, and those who are so obtuse 
as not to feel this moral principle, were very deservedly made 
to know it, by a degrading penalty. It is certain that the 
zemindars could suppress illicit manufacturing, if they would. 
Let them do so, and the Government will have no objection to 
repeal the obnoxious sections. 

There is one class of land-owners to whom the act may he a 
peculiar hardship ; those who having given out their lands in 
talooks and howlahs, have as little connection with it as the 
Government itself; they collect from these talookdars, &c., 
who are the re^l maliks ; and such should be the responsible 
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persons. But what does it all come to in the end ? Does 
any one imagine that the fines- come out of the purses of the 
zemindars ? In every case, we believe, they are taken from llio 
ryots ; and in many they are made a prete^ct for levying an 
impost which yields a great deal more than the amount of the 
fines. 

Let us now review the system prevailing in the salt chowkej 
superintendency, and the reforms that may be introduced. 
It will be necessary to enter into the reasons and causes 
which make the salt monopoly, though perfectly warranted, 
very trying, not only to all connected wiHi it, but to all India. 
The monopoly, although a hard measure, may be justified: but 
being a hard measure, it is all the more reason that every effort 
should be made to lighten the details of it. It is ia two par- 
ticular points that reforms are most especially necessary, and 
to these two points we will at present confine our observations. 

How is it that salt sells considerably dearer in the salt chow- 
key districts, than in the neighbouring ones ? There is no dif- 
ficulty in answering the question. It is to enable the salt mer- 
chants and retailers to cover the extraordinary exactions levied 
by the salt amlah of the mofussil, and the chupprassis deputed 
to watch the sales, and rej>ort on an# seize all sali-seller® who 
infringe the regulations. These latter are so various, that no 
man can be certain that he will not break them sometime or 
other : and so, instead of making a settlement for each infringe- 
ment, they enter into a general compromise, or contract of 
remission, and so live in peace. The great aim of the division 
mohurrirs, appears to be to interfere on the most trivial occa- 
sions, and they think that such conduct shows their particular 
activity. They cannot, or do not, discriminate between unin- 
tentional and wilful contravention of the laws, the trifling and 
the serious penal act. Now we know that native officials 
generally are by no means deficient in shrewdness, so the con- 
clusion one naturally arrives at is, that they will not distin- 
guish. One or two cases will illustrate our meaning. A salt 

merchant of the district of B , had purchased a quantity of 

salt at the golahs ; which he brought to his own for sale. As 
usual, he gave notice to the division mohurrir of the import, and 
delivered up the protective document for cancellation. It ap- 
pears that the officer who used to countersign these documents 
at the golahs, was the darogah, and in his absence, the mohurrir; 
but this was signed with a new name, that of a man, as the 
merchant explained, who was duly authorized. The division 
mohurrir on this “ krooked ” the salt, and reported the suspi- 
cious circumstance ; the amlali, who read the report to the 
officiating superintendent, said it was necessary to take it up 
seriously, keep the attachment on the salt, write to the super- 
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intendant of B salt cliowkeys, &c., &c. How long will all 

this take? the superintendent asked. About a month or so, 
was the answer. And the merchant's salt, he continued, and the 
capital he has expended on it, are they to remain lying idle 
all this time ? And suppose further he is guilty of no illegality. 
I consider every thing is in his favor, he said, except the new 

signature. The document is genuine, with the B salt 

chowkey superintendent’s name on it, and seal : Ihe man comes 
fairly and honestly to have challan landed and stamped, the 
salt is Sudder Ghat salt, and the man is an old and acknowledg- 
ed merchant, respectable in his way ; surely all this ought to 
outweigh the solitary circumstance of the unknown name. — 
You will immediately order the mohurrir to release the salt. 
The monopoly, he continued, is hard enough, without these 
frivblous interferences ; and it was not the intention of Govern- 
ment to throw such difficulties in the way of the honest salt- 
merchant and trader ; it wished rather to give them all 
facility, consistent with a fair and legal traffic — the precaution- 
ary laws were enacted more to prevent open smuggling, than to 
hamper the licensed man, who should have every allowance made 
for him. It is evident here^that the mohurrir would have stopped 
a merchant’s sales for an radefinite time, without sufficient cause. 
Another instance is this : A merchant on reaching his store, 
notifies his arrival to the mohurrir of his division, who deputes 
a chupprassi to stamp the heap, without which a merchant 
cannot commence his sales. On one occasion a superintendent 
found the sales in a certain chupprassi’s circle of inspection 
short by sixty maunds ; his explanation was that salt sales were 
uncertain, being some months more and some less than llio 
average ; the superintendent considered this natural enough 
and satisfactory ; some time after, in reading the patrol daro- 
gahs “ rajnamchah,” he ascertained that the daroga had visited 
a market-place, at which a ferrier had landed and stored his 
salt some ten or twelve days previously, but had been able to 
make no sales, as the chupprassi of the “ haut’' had not 
thought proper to go and stamp the heap ; on comparing notes 
it appeared that this was the chupprassi whose sales had been 
so deficient, and that it was not so much the uncertainty he 
alleged, as his neglect, that caused this deficiency, and great 
inconvenience to the merchant : of course the latter would 
make no complaint. We believe that if a chowkey mohurrir or 
chupprassi were to say to one of his merchants, “ you must sell 
no salt this month,” the man would not dare to disobey him. 

We have however left behind the object with which we started, 
and must return to it. We believe it is under considera- 
tion to introduce various improvements in the management of 
the salt monopoly, but there are two minor points that 
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require immediate reform, and in which reforms can be intro- 
duced summarily. These are : — 1st, to devise means by which to 
put a stop to the illegal exactions of the salt authorities of the 
mofussil, (i. e., the chowkeys) which may be done by legalizing 
the payment of certain fees, and so saving a large sum to 
merchants and retailers, or perhaps, we should say, to consumers, 
as it will have the effect of reducing the price of salt : and, 
2nd, that Government should take more directly under its 
supervision, tlie weights, <fec., used by retailers, which too, at 
times, would be a saving of one pice in the seer to the poorer 
class of consumers. 

We will commence by assuming that the salt monopoly must 
of necessity be continued. 

Being retained, it is necessary to guard it strictly by rules 
and regulations, or it becomes a dead letter. 

To see that these regulations are not contravened, it is neces- 
sary to have a preventive establishment. 

It comes then to this, that the officers of this establishment 
must be so paid, that the performance of their duty will entail 
no extra expense on them, otherwise they must indemnify them- 
selves, in an underhand manner ; and the continuance of such 
an establishment on such terms, is an indirect sanctioning of the 
taking of such fees. 

Now how does the case stand ? We do not of course include 
the judicial officers, viz,, supenntendents of chowkeys, in these 
remarks, but will commence with the patrol darogahs. These 
are pretty well paid, but not too highly for the trust reposed in 
them ; their duty ought to be essentially the prevention of 
illicit manufacture, and nothing else : at present, besides this 
duty, they go about to look after their juniors. 

Next comes the Khood Ghat darogah, and we think his office 
may with safety be abolished. What object is attained by 
khooding salt boats? It is done, we supjjose, to guard against 
the merchants passing more salt than their challans or rowan- 
nahs cover. How can a merchant have more ? There are 
but two means, he must have picked up illicitly-made salt on 
the road, or with the connivance of the golah people, or pre- 
ventive officer of the ship from which he loaded, smuggled 
more on board than he was entitled to. We do not think it pro- 
bable that a merchant, having some thousands of Rupees worth 
of salt in charge, would risk it all for the sake of a few mauiids 
of illicit manufacture. Besides, where is he to get it? It would 
show a very lax supervision on the part of the preventive 
officers of the districts, through which he would have to patsss, 
if such a thing was feasible. Certainly^ it might happen once 
or twice, but not oftener without connivance, and it may be con- 
sidered very hard to put salt merchants to expense and trouble, 
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because the Government cannot trust its own officers. We think 
it would be a quite sufficient safeguard against the introduction 
of illicit salt hy a merchant^ if his salt was stamped and weighed, 
and a direction given him to leave the rowannah at the last 
chowkey he might meet on his way home. If Government 
officers are not to be trusted now, take steps to make them 
so, but not at the merchant’s expense ; and then the office 
of Khood darogah may be abolished with safety. Govern- 
ment assumes that all is right, provided the seal on the salt 
in a boat is not broken ; let them go a step further, and not 
even look if the seal be broken, without information lodged 
on oath, 

• Next come the chowkey mohurrirs. They give attraffees, 
and receive them back for cancellation. They give char- 
chittys for the cutting of salt from heaps to dokundars : and 
receive lapsed ones. They certify to sales by merchants, &c. ; 
they ought to receive challans, but *as the stipulated fees are 
always paid, they depute a cliupprassi to do this work. A 
mohurrir’s pay is Co.’s Rs. 15 per month: let us leave him 
for the present and go on to the cliupprassi. 

This officer gets Rs. 4 per month. ' The duty of a chup- 
prassi is to go about the hauls under his charge, to see that 
no laws are contravened : as to looking for illicit manufacture 
it is out of the question, as he has no time. He may have 
probably ten markets, and as each is held twice a week, he has 
to visit about three per day, and he is expected to visit them* 
He ought to be ubiquitous : but the fellow attempts no such 
thing, he goes to those most convenient, and lets the others 
take care of themselves. A friend told us, he once arrived 
at a haut, while he was officiating superintendent, and as the 
salt people understood it was a Deputy Collector Salieb,tliey took 
no notice : when, however, the salt mohurrir came up, the scram- 
ble was amusing, eight or ten men running in all directions 
with salt. The fact is this, a man takes out a charchitty for, 
say one maund, which he undertakes to sell in so many days, 
at a certain haut ; finding it difficult or inconvenient to do this 
within the stipulated time, he employs friends to hold other 
shops in other parts of the market-place ; and why should he 
not ? The salt has paid its fixed tax or duty : and is his fairly, to 
sell in the way most convenient to him ; but as a charchitty 
protects but one shop, he comes to an understanding with the 
chupprassi, who for a consideration winks at the illegality. 

We have stated that a chupprassi’s pay is Rs. 4 per month ; 
now to go about from haut to haut requires a boat, and a 
boat requires boatmen : moreover, moving about constantly, 
leaves no time for cooking, and as he must eat, that is ‘Vi/ 
faut vivre^ he has of course a man to cook for him. The 
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mao must be more than a wizard who can do all this on Rs. 4 
per month. We have seen salt chupprassis with three boat* 
men and a cook! — they seldom have less than two: but 
there are circles that afford %ut one. The fees paid to mo* 
burrirs range between Rs. 100 and 40. We mean this literally, 
and further, that these fees are pAid without one demur or 
haggk. Say, that the amount over a district is Hs. 2,000 per 
mensem. This must be recovered from consumers, and it m 
proportionately that the salt is dearer here than in the non* 
cbowkey districts. 

We think the above holds out a fair means of so reforming 
the establishment, that Government may materially benefit the 
salt trade. Let it tell the rowannah merchants that it will be 
content to believe them honest and inclined to trade honestly, 
and will therefore abolish “ khooding,” “ attraffees,” char- 
c-Iiittys,^* and all vexatious interference on the part of the lower 
officials : that having brought up their salt, they may store it, 
and sell it in any way most convenient to themselves, no stamp- 
ing, no superintending the cutting chars : all that will be 
required of them, will be to deliver up their rowannahs on 
reaching the last chowkey in their route, or in person, or 
through their mooktyars, to the district sadder, at which time 
tliey shall pay a fee of He. 1-8 per hundred maunds on all 
they import into the chowkey districts for sale. Tell the 
ferrier he may purchase as much salt as he wishes from the 
« wholesale merchant of the district^ without a document of any 
Sort ; but that he will still have to take out one, if he purchase 
from the Company’s golahs. For the former, however, he will 
have to pay a fee of Re. 1, and for the latter Re. 1-8, as 
rowannah merchants will have to do, on every 100 maunds pur- 
chased ; that he may store and keep this salt as he pleases, and 
sell as suits him, without supervision. Let the dokundars 
know that they may buy, sell and move salt, as they choose : 
only giving full measure : call in their charchittys and tear 
them up, and let them go about their business. 

It may be asked, how is Government to know, when all 
these checks are removed, whether illicitly manufactured and 
smuggled salt is used or not, and we concede that their removal 
does apparently open out great facilities to this effect, but if we 
consider how and in what way, we think we can shew, that by 
remodelling the establishment, and its duties, with the introduc- 
tion of other precautionary measures, such a fear may be render- 
ed perfectly groundless ; at any rate the supervision in the way 
of prevention, will be much more effectual. 

We have before observed that the only means of frustrating 
the legal sale of salt is, 1st, by merchants contriving to intro- 
duce into the interior more than they have paid duty on : and 
2ad, bv the sale of illicit manufacture : aa for the first. 
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ment assume that no smuggled salt is introduced by importers 
(into interior districts) by not weighing what is brought up. It 
merely passes the Khood ghaut : let Government go still a step 
further, and abolish stamping also, •which the stringent measures 
to prevent the addition of illicit manufacture hereafter to be 
mentioned will, we consider, enable them to do — there remains 
then only illicit manufacture to subdue, and subduing th^ the 
constant inspection of legally purchased salt will no lon^r be 
required. 

To do this, the re-arrangement of the salt force will be neces- 
sary. The officers ^f all grades should be strictly preventive 
officers, and their duty should be to look after illicit manufac- 
ture, and not after the stamping and cutting of salt, or the 
contravention of some petty and vexatious law for the protec- 
tion of the monopoly. Let the patrol darogahs be constantly 
patrolling the places where salt can be easily manufactured, say 
some ten or fifteen miles inland of the sea coast. Let chow- 
key mohurrirs, instead of issuing attraffees and charchittys, 
and keeping accounts of sales, become also patrol officers, 
having stations in most suspicious localities ; further, let their 
pay be increased from 15 to 40 Rupees per month; and 
lastly, let the chupprassis be turned into a coast guard, and 
look after the smuggling and illicit manufacture, instead pf 
stamping and cutting charchitty salt, and prowling about to 
pick up their dustooree and whatever else luck may throw in 
their way, to enable them to keep up a boat and two or three 
servants — which, however, as far as a boat and one man go, they 
absolutely require, and let Government, instead of being blind 
to the Titter impossibility of their doing this on. their present 
pay, acknowledge it, and place them above the necessity of 
illegal exactions, by encreasiiig it. 

We will now show how all this encrease of pay may be 
made up, without a further call on the Government purse. 
We will take one district as an example, and will place in 
juxta-position the existing establishment, and the one we would 
recommend : it is only the 'purely executive with which we have 
to do, and to that we confine our statement. 


ESTABLISHMENT. 


Present 


1 Patrol Daxogah, 

at 95 

Rs. .. 

, 95 

1 Ditto ditto 

. at 75 


. 75 

I Khood Ghat ditto at 30 


. 80 

8 Chowkey Mohurirs at 15 


.. 120 

3 Ditto ditto 

. at 10 

,, . • 

. 30 

50 Chupprassis ... . 

. at 4 

*» • • 

200 

6 Guard Boats . . . 

. at 25 

j> • • 

.. 125 


I Khood Ghat ditto at 7 „ .... 7 


Proposed, 

BS, 

1 Patrol Darogah . . at 95 Ps 95 

1 Ditto ditto at 75 „ .... 75 

6 Chowkey Mohurirs at 40 ,, 240 

50 Chupprassis .... at 8^ „ .... 4t)0 

6 Guard Boats .... at ISf u • • •• 108 

Total, Co.’s Rs. 918 


Total, Co.’s Bs. 682 

*■ Rupees 8 includes, pay 4 Rs., Boatman 3 Rs,, Boat 1 Re., =8 
t OuQ Boat for each Chowkey, Mapjce and Boat 6 Rs., men (4) 12 Rs , =18 
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It will 1>e seen in above statetnent, that a sum oT Rupees 
236 will be required to cover the encreased expense, and this 
sum we would propose should be raised by fees as above stated. 
Say that 16,000 maunds are sold monthly in the district ; it follows 
that so much must be imported into it by rowannah merchants 
monthly, and so much must be sold monthly by the fermrs ; 
and i^these people will not readily give their respective fees 
of Rupee 1-8 and Rupee 1 per 100 maunds of salt, to be re- 
leased from their present harassing inspection and controul, 
and the exactions consequent on them, we^o not think they 
would deserve pity : but we have reason tlibelieve they would 
not refuse. The only objection they would make, is this, 
‘‘ how are we to be assured that, after giving these fees, the 
exactions would ceased' Very easily we otjlioeive : call in th© 
merchants, tear up the attraffees and charchttly, and break the 
adtils before their faces : tell them all supervision is done away 
with, except as regards illicit manufacture, when caught 
in process, and we do not think the salt officers will have much 
chance of getting anything * 

With the patrol darogahs and the chowkey molmrrirs constantly 
on the move, the coast guard scattered about in suspicious loca- 
lities, and all these officers looking after illicit manufacture, we 
would defy it, and can only say in the spirit of that Spartan mo- 
rality, which made successful thieving meritorious and detection 
culpable, that if a smuggler or illicit manufacturer did succeed, he 
would deserve to do so : in fact, if the salt officers did their duty, 
it would be almost impossible ; and we then again repeat, if 
Coverninent know that no salt is consumed but what has paid 
its stipulated customs or excise tax, what object is to be attained 
by attraffees, charchittys, and all their concomitant evils ? 

Our article has already taken up more space than we intended, 
but fortunately the remaining question of reform may be des- 
patched in comparatively^ few words. Weights and measures 
are very properly under the protection of all Oovernments, and 
with how much more propriety they should be controlled in 
relation to salt, is manifest. The monopoly has been the means 
of enliancing the price of it ; all the more reason the consumer 
should not suffer from the chicanery of the legalized trader. 
We cannot answer for all districts, but we can for one or two, 
that a common system of fraud among the “ dokundars” is to 

* The system of fees be made to include all Sjalt used in Bon^^al ; it would 
materially reduce individual payments, making them so light, as scarcely to be felt, 
but the non~chowkey’* districts might say, they did not see the justice of enhancing 
the prices in them even ever so little, for the sake of keeping - up preventive estab- 
lishments in those where they were needed. > 

E 1 
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keep lamps of stone, whick they cal! wei^ts ; most of them have 
two to make up cue quantity ; for instance, for the half seer, 
they have a stone of seven chittacks pukka, and a smaller one 
of one chittack. When selling to one not to be played with, 
they put both stones in the scales, but if to a common 
chasa or woman, they give only the seven chittacks. We ha.V0 
seen many instances of this, and on asking why they k||^t two 
weights, or rather why they did not keep one of full weight, 
they asked where they were to get them. This is all very well, 
but every one knoTO the object is to defraud, where they safely 

Conceding (which, however, we do not without a stout argu- 
ment), that the Government is right not to interfere to Influence 
the price of salt, we think, considering the monopoly enhances 
these prices, Government ought not to allow their subjects to be 
taxed more than necessary. Let the trader fix his own price, 
but having done that, see that they give full weight. To that 
end, let Government make and stamp metal weights from one 
seer down to a quarter cliitt^ck, and issue them at cost prices 
from the oflSces of their salt chowkey superintendents, making 
it incumbent on every salt-seller to use these authorized weights, 
and these only, under a penalty. It may be said that there are 
the proper courts for the due punishment of this fraud ; why 
do not the people go to them when cheated In this way ? 
Men in the Mofiissil, however, know better. Holding up the 
courts to a poor Bengali of the interior is about as consolatory 
to him, as it would have been to Sisyphus to point out the 
hill top, telling him he had only to reach it ; the one is as much 
up-hill work as the other. 

Much more might he written on the subject, to show that a 
more modernized system of supervision of the salt trade is 
necessary, or the monopoly will never he let alone. We believe 
that our plan of amendment would ngt be unsuccessful, to give 
it only negative merit. It w^ould enable Government too, to 
abolish the obnoxious Sections 32 and 33, llegulation X. of 
1819, for having so large a force looking after illicit manufacture, 
an extraordinary punishment for aiding and abetting would he 
unnecessary, and that would be something gained. 
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SELECTIONS FHOM THE BETHUNE SOCIETY’S PAPERS* 

1 . Reading of Macbeth* By O, Leivu^ Esq, 

2 , On the Sanitary Improvement of Calcutta* By Dr, Chucker^ 
butty* Calcutta, 

In idea and aim, if not in ejceentlon and practical utility, the 
Society, of which the above are tlie first pnbii*shed papers, is worthy 
of all praise and support. Inn former number of the JReview 
^ devoted an article to the consideration of it, in its history^ its ob- 
jects, its founder, and its probable results. ; When we say that tlie 
sanguine anticipations then formed, and the hearty greeting with 
which we welcomed it, liave not been realized, we but assert what 
might almost be regarded as the natural law of Indian Societies. 
Who has not seen it in even a few years * experience ; who has not 
a thousand times made and heard theiremark about a new institu- 
tion ! “ Oh ! it will meet with the usual fate — successful for a short 

time, and then, away unto the land of oblivion or incapacity. 
Give it a year !” This is not the place to inquire why, but the 
fact is too true ; and when wo say that it has held good in th'', case 
of the Bethune Society to only a limited extent, we accord it and 
its supporters a praise that is by no means to be undervalued. We 
believe it to have been the means of exciting a greater desire for 
intellectual pursuits among hitlierto apathetic natives, of carry- 
ing on that education which an itching for speedily earning rupees 
causes to be so stinted at the public school or college, and of giving 
ideas of literary excellence, mental power, and even national duties, 
beyond what had hitherto existed. But this has been confined to 
the few, and the nature of the inlluences flowing from it has been 
at once limited and partial. Unable as it has been, and will be for 
many years, to assume the position even relatively of the Literary 
Society in England, where elaborate papers are read to men with 
minds of a high calibre. It has forgotten that its object must first be to 
train, to discipline, to lead out the dormaiitfaculti^ of passiveHindoos, 
and not to appeal to them as having minds ajAdy developed atid 
educated. Instead of relying upon a few of the more educated of their 
own class, and many of their European friends, to supply them with 
intellectual food, they ought to look on the Society as a combination of 
branch Associations, each of which should consist of from twenty 
to thirty members, and both standing in the same relation to each 
other as a university to its aftlliated colleges. In these small associa- 
tions every one would feel the necessity of doing something, of 
reading an essay, conducting a debate, or criticising others. 

. a 
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Each would thtis feel himself bouud to the Society by some stronger 
tie than that of mere membership, which, in the generality of cases, 
consists in the payment of a certain subscription ; and a stimulus 
and spur would be imparted to all, even the most insignificant, 
which would speedily make Young Bengal no longer a term syno- 
nymous with bazaar dissipation, superficially civilised folly, and 
shallow scepticism, but would cause it to be applied to a body of eager 
young souls, who would feel that they must be the regenerators of 
India^ that from them must spring forth that sincere earnestness, 
and by them must be practically applied that glorious truth, which 
shall make all men “ free indeed/' As it is, we find many young 
Societies clustering around this, which to the European eye seem no 
doubt filled with immense folly and senseless vanity, which seem 
•excellent marks for the arrow of ridicule, but which may still, in 
future days, throw off the absurdities of their early youth, and be- • 
come ’ real “ schools of the prophets" in India. Perhaps the most 
unfortunate thing that the Bethune Society has done, is not so much to 
resolve on having printed selections from its papers at this early fttage 
of its history, as to giVe so prominent a place to the first paper which 
we have mentioned above, A Reading of Macbeth^ by G. Lewis, Esq., 
Principal of the Dacca Colleg# We truly compassionate Mr. Lewis 
on the ridiculous position in which he is placed before the readers of 
these selections, and are sure that he will join with us in loudly ex- 
claiming against those who gave perpetuity to what he could not 
have intended for any destiny but to be read and forgotten. We had 
thought that the German Shakespeare- Mania had so shewn us the 
absurdity of our own, that that sort of thing had died out in England. 
But we find exemplifieid in India the law so logically induced by the 
philosophical street ballad-singer, that the steps of progress in the case 
of a new song, which contains in it the elements of popularity, can be 
distinctly traced d priori from its conception in the lyrical uncon- 
sciousness of the writer, though all the aristocratic patronage of 
elegant drawing-rooms and beautiful voices, the artistic excellence 
and popular applause of the fashionable theatre, the coarse delight 
of the degraded casino, and, finally, the glorious popularity of the 
great streets of a large city, or the peaceful fields of rustic hamlets. 
So with ideas and fashions, and tastes of all kinds, they descend from 
tho higher to the lower. Hence the pedantic annotations, and unintel- 
ligent criticisms on Shakespeare, which have caused the sarcasm of 
the wit, and the lamentation of all good men, who think that beauty 
consists greatly in simplicity, have passed away, and the Colly er- 
folio is, we hope, the last of a series of glosses, which in absurdity 
and uselessness rival those of the critics of Byzantium and Alexan- 
dria, of Padua and Amsterdam. The spirit has fled from Britain 
to India, and we have reason to hope, that even now it is leaving 
India, to take refuge with the Karens ofBurmah, or the Dyaks of the 
Straits. The paper before us is written by one who is at the head of 
an important educational institution, and is an indication that an error 
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which we have often lamented as characteristic of the system oC ednea* 
tion pursued in the Government Colleges, has not yet been whd&f 
rectified. The useless, even for disciplining the faculties of the mind, 
the showy, the bombastic, the ridiculous, these have been too much it«, 
characteristics hitherto, as though the Hindoos, in common with all 
oriental nations, were not sufficiently addicted to these, without having 
them scientiiically taught in a systematic course of education. 

A change is now beginning to be evident, and in place of these, we 
shall have the sternly practical and utilitarian. An extreme thi% 
but a much better one than its opposite, ia this land of speculati’^e 
dreaminess. When shall we reach the golden mean, where theory 
shall be valued only as it leads to practice, and practice only in sc 
far as it is based on theory. 

The other paper having been previously pnhlisbed, or at least printed* 
by its author, we previously noticed as doing the writer great credit, 
far as advice goes, it is practical enough. 


1 . Prem Sagor. Neic edition. By B, B. Eastroick. 

2. Prem Sagor: or the Ocean of Love. Translated hy E. jB, 

Eastwich. 

3. Anvar ‘USuhili : being the Persian version of the Fables of 

Bid’pai. 

4. Hitopadesa ; the Sanskrit Text. 

5. The same j literally translated Into English. By Francis Johnson. 

6. Bagh-o-Bahar, literally translated. By E, B. Eastwich. 

7. Sakuntala, with Notes, ^c. By Monier Williams. 

8. Gulistan of Sadi, tra^islated by E. B. Eastwich. 

9. The Indian Penal Code, §pc., Spc., 

This goodly list of oriental and other works should, in part at 
least, have been noticed by us before. They have all been printed 
and published by Mr. Stephen Austin, of Hertford, whose name, 
familiar to so many members of the Civil Service, may be unknown 
to the majority of our readers. Mr. Austin, besides being one of 
the booksellers to the East India College, and the publisher of the 
above works, is the proprietor of the Herts Reformer, a paper con- 
ducted for several years on liberal but not ultra principles, the 
columns of which have been enriched, at various times, by contribu- 
tions from the pen of the late Dr. Arnold, from Sir Culling Eardley, 
and, if we mistake not, from Sir H. Ward, late High Commissioner 
of the Ionian Islands. Mr. Austin, engaged in avocations thus nu- 
merous, has the reputation of having conducted himself in all with 
an honesty and integrity, which have raised him in his highly respec- 
table profession, and have secured to him the regard of all with whom 
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has been in any way connected* But it is as a publisher of works 
connected with the East, that we have the pleasure of introducing 
him to the notice of the Indian world. To facilitate the study of 
Orientals, and to present to the public several of the best works in the 
Persian and Sanscrit literature, in a suitable dress, he has spared 
neither exertions nor expense ; and we feel confident, that the clearness 
of the type and accuracy and elegance of the letter press, may bear 
a comparison with some of the beat publications that have issued 
from Oxford or London. Indeed, he has been selected as a publisher, 
not only by some of the learned professors of tlie East India College, 
but by gentlemen wholly unconnected with it, and we shall be glad 
if this brief notice may have the effect of procuring him a larger 
sale for his works in India, the country for which they are specially 
designed. We may hope to give some of the publications a more 
extended notice than we are at present able to do, our object being 
to draw attention more to the character and position of the publisher, 
than to the books themselves. 


Indian Leisure, By Capt Robert McGregor^ of the Bengal Re* 
tired List Smith, Elder and Co,, London. 

Gradually, year by year, the ranks of our Anglo-Indian writers 
swell, and new works are thrown with eager anxiety on the wide sea 
of literature and authorship. We have often wished that a full 
list of them all could be made out, and continually supplemented 
as occasion required. A dictionary of Anglo-Indian writers, or 
a history of Anglo-Indian literature, would form a subject of 
immense interest and instruction, not merely to the griffin or the 
litterateur, who makes India and Indians his interested or idle study, 
but to the student who wishes to turn over a new page in the history 
of the human mind, and the English language and thought, in a 
country where circumstances, associations and ties are so very different 
from those of every other land. Such a work might enliven what 
is of more scholarly interest still, — the history of the English 
language among the Hindoos, and might help to answer the 
question, how far it has influenced them, their national cha- 
racter and modes of thought, how far it has been moulded, 
influenced, some might say murdered, by them ? This latter question 
must be entered on sooner or later. We have a constantly encreasing 
body at once of sojourners and natives able to write well in the 
English language ; and it were well that the experience of the past 
were recorded and analized, that it might serve as a guide and a 
beacon for their future career. 

And here comes another t5 add his name to the list of those who 
have not merely felt and studied, and passed a lettered indolence 
in India, who have not merely expressed the result of such feelings 



find studies, in language and poetry, but have thought these rissutts 
so important, and that language and poetry so beautiful, that 
it should be given to the world, and that too, to the world of the 
west, through the medium of such publishers as Smith, Elder and Co. 
It may be right for the Indian litieralmr to write for his brethren 
in exile, it may be becoming in him thus to attract them from the 
vices to which an idler in India is so much addicted, and direct 
their abused energies to the attractive pa hs of study and imagina- 
tive poesy ; it may be proper for him tlius to prove that somebody 
else than the Missionaries in Indifi, can really attempt to do good 
to others than self ; but wc question it* his own reputation, 
the enlightenment of the book-deluged folks of the west, or for the 
peace of mind of the critics who gnaw'd the publishiiig market 
there, it is allowable for him to say, I shall extend the fresh bloom 
and blessings of my circulation to the hearts andheado of the readers 
of Britain. Had the work before us claimed only an Indian 
sfdc and an Indian reputation, it would doubtless ha^ o got both ; 
but^ unfortunately, we fear, both must now bq denied it. Jt is one 
thing to judge of the merits of a work abstractly, or with reference 
to high standards of literary ex^-ellence, anotlier to view it in the 
light of such circumstances as exist ni India, and of such productions 
as have issued from an Indian publishing house. We have here the 
old story of Icarus reproduced, in the case of one from wdiom the 
world would least expect it— i Captainbf the Bengal Retired List. 
As it is, let us see the extent of his work and the character of 
its execution. 

The former has a very wide range — Italy, France, England, 
India. The result is, that the volume is what would be termed by 
a pudlng publisher, respectable. It contains five hundred and 
eighty pages — not a mere brochure^ but tlie matured fruits of** Indian 
Leisure.” Petrarch and his Laura are introduced to us in galloping 
haste, lest, as is remarked in the Preface, he should be “ forestalled 
from any other quarter.” To say that he has succeeded in rendering 
these either accurately or elegantly, or with that tint of fresh 
emotion that lights them up, would be to say that he has done 
what many greater than he have attempted, and failed in. Perhaps 
the most untranslateable work in tlie world is Petrarch ; and 
even Lady Dacre could only get a few of her sonnets acknowledged 
by the Italians themselves to be tolerable. This is followed by a 
translation or adaptation of Alfieri’s Agamemnon. All that we 
can say is, if Alfieri is not more readable and attractive in his own 
tongue than in Capt. McGregor’s, he is not worth translating. So 
far as his Italian studies go, our author, from his notes, seems better 
fitted to understand and explain historical allusions and trace 
resemblances and analogies, than with the swift appreciation of a 
master-soul to catch the ever-felt, but almost inexpressible beauties 
of the Prince of Italian poets, and body them forth in a language 
so different from the all-musical and emotional Italian. Fully to- 
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express the poetic power of Petrarch, would require another genius 
like his own. 

We had not expected from a translator of Petrarch such bad 
taste as to attempt a version of the Henriade of Voltaire. Most 
execrable of epics and un poetical of poems, having neither the 
historical simplicity and interest of his Charles XIL, the mock 
heroism of his tragedies (for we shall never be convinced that he 
did not write them in jest) nor the exquisite wit of his conversation 
and bon^motsl We have not even attempted to read this translation, 
remembering with fear the time, when, prepared to drink in a full 
draught of glorious poetry, we unluckily read some hundred lines of 
the original, and, for at least one year, forswore all that bore the name 
of poetry or verse. The Henriade is the sublimes t joke in the lan- 
guage of the most witty of nations, and Voltaire must have 
chuckled when he perpetrated such a production, and found that 
the odour of a name, great to la belle France from other works, 
had given this a sweet -smelling savour. We have no doubt that 
our author’s translation is much better than the original. It would 
have been well for him of Ferney, if his reputation had, like Cicero’s, 
gone down as a poet, the proof being for ever lost. 

The Anthology that follows is not quite, but still it is more origi- 
nal. We hold to this, that no great poet can submit to become the 
medium for giving forth the thoughts and longings of another, with- 
out losing Lis greatness. all true poetry the subjective must 
predominate, and in proportion as it exists to a proper degree and 
in a proper intensity, is there the A poet and a trans- 

lator cannot be combined, without the usual result — mediocrity. 
An acid and an alkali produce a neutral salt. Capt. McGregor may 
be an excellent translator, he is a poor poet. He is out and out 
objective, and yet he is not artistic. We can, as in the case of 
Alexander Pope, pardon the former where the latter exists. He 
abounds in conceits and mere inversion of clauses, like Sternhold and 
Hopkins, and that is not poetry. Witness the following : — 

THB BRIDE, 

O hle^i with temper whose unclouded ray 
Can make io-morrow cheerful as to-day.'* 

So sang the poet sweetly, soothly too. 

And honour gave to whom was honour due. 

Not from the Muse that meek worth conquer’d fame 
• For Truth and Poetry were there the same. 

Yet in that ver^e ilio* lavisli’d every phrase 
Which love, respect for excellence conveys ; 

Shall there nS voice in younger time bo found. 

Lovely and good, thy kindred praise to sound ? 

From the soul’s fulness if the tongue could speak 
To paint my feelings why is language weak ? 

Why ponder, pause I thus ? In thy chaste car 
I may not whisper what thou might’st not hear : 

Yet sweet one I what we think thee, what thou art 
Though my words nothing tell thee, read my heart. 
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In these days of hot-blooded young poets, of Balider tmd ICDtfys, 
and Smith and Massey, this may seem to have the mg of tm 
metal : — 

A cxm* Bom. 

To horse, to horse merrj comrades all ! 

Hear ye not the bugle call ? 

The sun shines o’er the mountains high. 

Then mount, mount, mount 1 the foe is nigh. 

See far and fast their hnnds advancing, 

SaLt u and spur and pennon glancing, 

Those banners wave in the inor;.it^g fair, 

A bloodier tint shall soon be there. 

I>own with the foeman. 

In battle spare no man. 

Save him who struggled boldly , 

Slay, slay the coward 
Who fled when death lower’d. 

Or but fought for his country coldl)\ 

Now on, on, on, where the swords are clashing, 

Where war-steeds arc fastc't and flercest dashing 5 
Kush wliet e the foeman’s ranks are thickest. 

Glory or death come there the ‘quickest. 

Victory, victory, the day’s our owu, 

Fortune hath on f'cedom shone ; 

Ours is the fame which cunnot die. 

Ours the names whicu shall shine on hi^h : 

Peace be t • them, the gallant and brave 
Who silently sleep in Honour’s grave, 

And laurels t(>.#U8 who the #ght outlive. 

With the smiles that Beauty knows well to give. 

To how many a longing and bitter emotion does the following 
give vent and expression. It may be the subject that makes it 
seem so, it may be the suffusion of sorrow that is outspread in the 
words, sympathized in by those of us who have felt, and ah ! how 
bitterly, the thoughts that they express ; but this does seem very much 
nearer poetry than all the rest : — 

TO AN ABSENT WIFE. 

For whom these roses grew, she is no more. 

No more for me awhile ! Vast ocean’s roar 
Severs us now : till two long years aie past, 

Our lots, which yet grew twin-like, must be cast 
’Mid ditferent scenes and under distant skies ! 

Childless and spouseless now, for me her eyes 
Large, loving, lustrous— save in Memory’s dream 
As stars thro* mist - no more in rapture beam. 

Her looks and winning words now others bless, 

Others her form in fondest welcome press. 

Yet bear thou up, my heart ! nor grudge that she, 

Long dear as thine, dear for herself, should be ; 

She tending them, they her, each, all shall more ! 

Son, brother, husband, love thee than before ; 

Their present joy, and new-found wealth in her 
Shall closer love and holier union stir, 



Young mother she, ihndUng those revmut IwIt^ 

Bhal) lighten age and sing aside its cares ; 

While, circling that grave aunt, In frolic glee. 

Our children aimb her side or clasp her knee j 
And as — in pictur’d woof so mix and meet 
light threads and dark old memories, bitter-sweet, 

Then rise of thee, the rose- lipp’d angel, Hope 
Stands smiling near, the ready door to ope 
Of a bright. future, calm and cloudless, when 
Old, young, »*11 dear tp thee, united then 
Hound one glad hearUi to one good God shall raise 
From happy hearts the prayer of grateful praise. 

After all, our Anglo-Indian poets will find that their true- 
strength lies in the emotional — ^in the elegiac or the lyric. They fail, 
and have failed in the descriptive, and there are other eyes that have 
never really seen Indian scenes or gazed on an Indian sun, that have 
yet more truly bodied forth in fancy the reality, than all who 
have ever trod its shores. If, in leaving home for a foreign clime, 
the emigrant who goes to search out a new fortune under new skies, 
can sing the words of Gilfillan with such an exquisite depth of pathos, 

'* The palm-trco wnveth high, 

And fair the in\itle ^piings 
And, to the Indian maid 
q^hc bulbul sweetly sings, 

But I dinna sec the brcoin 
Wi’ its tassels on the lea 
Nor hear the lintics sing, 

O’ my uiu countrie,” 

surely the emotions peculiar to an Indian life, the parting of husband 
and wife, of parents and children, the bloomifthat so early fades from 
the cheek of the latter, the disease that so swiftly carries off the former, 
the land that makes widows and orphans, that breaks hearts and 
makes madmen, the land of trial and sorrow and woe, the land of 
tall black monuments and vainly proud sepulchral processions, surely 
these might quicken even a dead poetic soul into unwonted life, 
and tune with angels’ melody a harp that had lain long unstrung, even 
though played by an unskilful hand. Were then the author of Indian 
Leisure to cast Voltaire to the winds, and give up Petrarch in despair, 
were lie to say, — 1 have lived many years in India, I know it well, its 
scenes, its circumstances, and the emotions peculiar to them, and 
I shall henceforth strive to express them, he would at once recognise 
a definite and fruitful mission, and his success might be as great as 
bis hopes were modest, and his heart sincere. 


Revort of the Calcutta Normal School for Christian Ft male 
Teachers, 1 855. 


We do not generally notice the Reports of Educational Institu- 
tions ; but the cause of Female Education in India is so important, as 
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3d, have a peculiar claim. ladiiridllal 
teachers have been^ doubtless, trained in mafty ir^$titutions ; but 
this is the first in India, so far as we know, that has devote 
its undivided attention to the wo A of training female teach* 
ers. Normal Schools should be multiplied, with a view to the 
education of native females. Ladies fjom Britain cannot soon, if 
ever, acquire the languages of the country perfacily ; u||d, whether 
they come out as unmarried agents uf Societ'es, or spontaneously, as 
the wives of Missionaries or others, t ike a part in the work, there 
are so naaiiv clmnges in licalth, f/id other circumstanees, that except 
ii\ rare ca^s, long sustained exertion, with tiie advantages of enlarged 
experience, have been lost to female educatn/i. With this manifold 
disadvantage in supplies of teachers from Europe, it is urgently 
necessary that a band of well-trained instructors should be prepared 
here, who are inured to Ibe climate, acquainted with the language, 
and familiar with the habits of the people. The retention of them, 
however, for any long period, is scarcely to be expected, which renders 
the training of a larger number necessary ; and, if these frequent 
transitions cause perplex! tj', the comfort is, that acquirements will 
not be lost if model families be multiplied in the land. 

This Institution,” we learn from the Report, •'^owes its existence 
to the indefatigable exertions of Mrs. J. J. Mackenzie, the originator 
of the scheme, and the zealoc ; promoter of its establishment and 
it is now under the patronage of the T^ord Bishop of Calcutta and 
I^ady Gornm, Three years ago it was opened by the Misses Suter, 
who have given ample proof of being admirably qualified for their 
Mission. For a short time pupils u'ere admitted, whether intending 
to become teachers or not ; but soon it was restored to its proper 
object. Though reduced in numbers, the results will be ultimately 
larger by adherence to a specific purpose It is gratifying to find 
that, after so brief a period, two have left the school for their 
vocation — one in Calcutta, and the other at Burdwan. 

Whilst tliis institution is dependent to a large extent on the gene- 
rous aid of the public, the pupils are not admitted gratuitously. 
This is a feature worthy of all commendation. A healthy system of 
economics ought to be, as speedily as possible, introduced into all 
schools. The setting of these aside, to give free scope to a gqperous 
impulse, or to save the sensibilities of some over-refined sentiment, is 
a short-sighted policy, and would cripple the cause we desire to 
promote. 

Where there is so much to praise, we regret to find anything to 
censure. In one paragraph the accomplished ladies who conduct the 
Normal School are alluded to, but they are not once named in the 
Report, — a fact which might be creditably explained, if it were their 
own production ; but it evidently emanates entirely from the Commit- 
tee. Surely then a place of honour w ill be assigned them beside the 
office-bearers of the institution ? Here is a list of twenty ladies and 
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gentlemen, headed by the venerable Lord Bishop, all printed in 
beautiful capitals, but again there is no place for the Misses Suter ! 
A stranger would be at a loss to discover to whom the work is 
intrusted, but for ^ line in small type in the accounts ! Let honour 
be given to whom honour is due, and right heartily do we render it 
to the promoters of this, institution ; but giving a portion from their 
leisure and their affluence is scarcely to be compared to the daily 
toil for of the real workers in the enterprise, A Normal 

School, besides, is the last place in the world where the work of 
insti:uction, in the persons of its teachers and the eyes of its pupils, 
should have its dignity diminished. This may have been far from 
the intention of the excellent Committee, and a future Ifeport may 
make amends for the omission. It would be well, if in India there 
were a diffusion of right views on this subject, corresponding to the 
change of sentiment which has been making rapid progress in Bri- 
tain, towards elevating the profession of teachers to its rightful place, 
and if any have a peculiar claim to respect, they are those who are 
voluntary exiles in an ungeaial clime, labouring in a sphere in which 
no fortune can possibly be realized, and whoso efforts are hallowed 
by Missionary aims. 


1 . A Manual of Practical Therapeutics^ considered chiefly with 
reference to the articles of Materia Medica, By Edward John 
Waring^ M. R, C. S., H, E, /. C. S., London. 

2, An enquiry into the Statistics anS Pathology of some points 
connected with Abscess in the Liver^ as met with in the East 
Indies. By Ed. John Waring, 

The two works which are now before us are by an officer of the 
Madras Medical Establishment ; and though, from the nature of the 
subjects of which they treat, a notice of them should rather find a 
place in the pages of our cotemporary, the “ Indian Annals of Medi- 
cal Science, ’'—yet as emanating from the Indian press, they claim a 
share of our attention also. A word in passing on the Indian annals, 
each succeeding number of which supports the high character and posi- 
tion Which its first appearance promised. We congratulate the 
Medical service of Bengal on having at length established a Journal 
which bids fair to rival those of Europe by the excellence and 
originality of its contents. The editors are deserving of the warmest 
thanks of the profession, for the style and manner in which they have 
brought out the work, no less than for opening its pages for the con- 
tributions of any who may have cases or notes they deem worthy 
of record. 

The two works heading this notice, the one on Therapeutics, the 
other on Abscess of the Liver, are by Mr. Waring, now Presidency 
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Surgeon at Travancore. They afford a lesson, the former especially, 
which Medical Officers entering the Company’s service would do wm 
to follow. We have often heard it alleged, and believe the feeling 
to be pretty generally prevalent among Surgeons of Natives Regiments 
and of small mofussil stations, that the cases admitted to the hospitals 
under their charge are so constantly of the same unvarying type, 
and the treatment so much a matter of routine, that they llive them 
more and more to the care of the native doctor, rarely if ever meet^ 
ing with any case of interest to excite their professional zeal, while, 
however desirous they may be of investigating any disputed point 
of Medteal Science, works of reference ar^* not to be had. Admitting 
that theriB is some truth in these opinions, we are confident that few 
fields offer better opportunities lor the really zealous and industrious 
Medical Officer than the mofussil stations of Bengal. There are now 
but few in which Dispensaries are not ’established, and. to these, if the 
Medical Attendant shows an interest in their cases, the maimed, the 
halt, and the blinr], from all the surrounding districts, wii! gladly flock 
for advice, which, if encouraged, they speedily learn to appreciate. 

We have been led into making these remarks from learning, 
in the introduction to the Manned of Therapeutics, that it was 
compiled and arranged at Mergui, a small isolated station in the 
Tenasserim provinces (part of ancient Burmah.) It is the 
southernmost part [post ?] occupied by the East India Company’s 
troops in the above province, being situated about 240 miLs from 
Maulraein, above 1,000 miles from Calcutta, and a still greater 
distance from Madras.” 

Ill times of peace, the only means of communication with the above places was 
hy a monthly steamer, and after the outbreak of the Burmese War (1851). by a 
small sailing Tessel, whose visits, like those of angola, were few and far between. 
Thus, as may readily be supposed, great difficulties existed in obtaining books for 
reference. Calcutta is the nearest place at which these can he procured, and a 
space of at least three months must necessarily elapse between the periods of writ- 
ing to that city for books, and receiving them, or, in the stead, a polite note from 
the booksellers, to the effiect that the work or works in question are not procurable 
in Calcutta, but that, on receiving instructions to that effect, they will procure 
them from England by the next overland mail, thereby entailing a delay ot 
several months and a considerable extra expense. However anxious a writer, 
under such circumstances, may bo to accumulate facts or to verify notes which 
have been taken years previously, without any view to subsequent publication, the 
obstacles thrown in his way are so numerous, that it is impossible to overcome 
them entirely, or to complete a work to his satisfaction. In addition to these diffi- 
culties, it may be added that the writer was “ in orders'^ to proceed to an ap- 
pointment at least 1,500 miles from Mergni whilst the work was proceeding to 
a termination, and that, in consequenee, he was much hurried in effecting its 
completion, as travelling in India is but little suited for carrying on any literary 
occupation. 

In the face of all these difficulties, Mr. Waring has compiled a 
Manual of Therapeutics, of the merits of which we can scarcely 
speak too highly. The design of the work, as we are informed by the 
writer, is to supply what he regards as a deficiency of information 
in the department of Therapeutics in works on Materia Medica. 
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Full and comprehensive as are the descriptions of the botanical 
and chemical characteristics of the various substances employed in 
Medicine^ he is of opinion that their medicinal application to the 
treatment of diseased and morbid conditions of the body has not 
met with that consideration which its importance demands, and he 
has endeavoured to remedy this deficiency by — 

CoIlecdS^ and bringing within a small compass the opinions and experience of 
the most eminent writers of modern times, as to the real value of the articles of 
the Materia Meijiica in the treatment of disease. Such a work has, in the opinion 
of the compiler, been long needed, especially by the younger members of the pro- 
fession, and by students. There is one class of medical men, who may^be deno- 
minuted the floating practitioners, surgeons in the army, the navy, thelrast India 
Company’s Service, those engaged in emigrant or merchant ships, and also tlioso 
resident in isolated spots in our distant colonies, to whom it is confidently expected 
a work like the present will prove acceptable and useful. 

The first part of the work consists of the articles of the Materia 
Medica, arranged alphabetically, each with a concise description of 
its botanical or chemical characters, followed by a general account of 
its medicinal properties and action, and a more particular one of the 
special diseases in which it has been employed, with formulary and full 
references to the authorities by whom it has been recommended. 
To give our readers a better idea of our author’s style, we extract 
from the first page the account of Gum Arabic. 

Acacia. Acac'as Gummi. Gum Acacia. Gum Arabic. The gum of Acacia 
Vera, A. Arabica, and other a’lied species. Nat, Ord, Leguminosee. Linn, Syst. 
Polygamia Monoecia. Source, Various - Senegal, Arabia, Cape of Good Hope, 
Bombay, and New Holland. 

Med. Prop, and Action. Demulcent. In moderate quantities it' does not pro- 
duce any sensible effect on the system ; indeed it is stated to be used as food hy the 
natives of Senegal ; six ounces being considered sufficient fv-r the daily support 
of an adult. It forms an excellent adjunct to other demulcents in pulmonary and 
genito-urinary affections. The Mucilage fPowdered Gum | x., Boiling Distilled 
Water Oj.) is the best form for internal use. Prof. Graham* considers that the 
Gum may bo employed as an article of diet for diabetic pitient^ without risk of 
increasing the quantity of saccharine matter dischai ged in their urine. This is 
not what”viould d prion have been expected, but it is nevertheless a valuable fact 
to be made aware of. 

Incompatibles. The strong Mineral Acids ; Alcohol ; Ether ; Acetate of Lead ; 
Tinct. Ferri Sesquichlor, and other Tinctures. 

Therapeutic Uses. In Coughs much relief is often experienced from allowing a 
piece of gum t • dissolve slowly in the mouth. It is particularly useful in allaying 
the irritation of the throat which excites Cough in Phthisis. Dr. A. T. Thompsonf 
advises the following formula ;—R Mucil»»g. Acacise 01. Amygd : Syr. 
Papav. Alb. aa §sb, Aquae ^iv., Acid. Citrici ad gratam acidulat. M. Dose 

— 5 ij. when required. 

In Ardor Urines, Calculous affections, and in Diarrhoea the mucilage, combined 
with narcotics or demulcents, proves of great service. . a i 

In Hoemorrhage, the local application of finely-powdered gum is often effectual 
in arresting the flow of blood. A case of severe Epistaxis, successfully treated by 
finely-powdered gum, blown into the nostril, is reported in Hufeland’s Journal.^ 

♦ Quoted by Ballard and Garrod, Mat Med, p. 3—6. 

t Dispensatory, p. 877. 

I Med. Bepository, vol xxrii. 
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, Scalds y Mr. Rhind, ♦ of Edinhiirgli, advises applying a thick so- 

lution ol Glim Arabic over the burnt surface. II? states tliH it lelieves the pain 
almost »^^»ediately. and that, under its use, the healing process appears to be has- 
tened Lie adds thut repeated trials for several years, and strict observation, can* 
nrm him as to the value of the treatment. It doubtless acts by oxcludmj: the air, 
on the same principle as Collodion or Cotton. 

To bore Nipples y Mr. Erasmus VVi son f speaks of the mucilage ef acacia as a 
usetui application. He directs it to be pencilled on the tender part immediately 
after suckling, and the nipp’c to he piotccfed with a leaden shield. He also speaks 
lavourably of the application of a powder composed of equal parts of Gum 
Acacia and Borax, 


Thjiicart of the work has been compiled with great care, and 
. thoug^^e notice many omissions, and t'oraf few errors, they are 
infinitely less than might have b' en l(»oked for when the disadvantages 
under which the author iabour^nl. are taken into consideration Our 
surprise is rather where material could have been found at Mergui 
to enable him to enter so fully as he has dene, into the medicinal 
properties and uses of wliut he describes, and the diseases in which 
they have been recommended. As, fv>r instance, Nitrate of Silver to 
which no fewer than fourteen pages are given, and Opium, the 
account of which fills twenty- four The second part of the work is 
devoted to a consideration of medicinal agents according to 
effect, as Cathartics, Expectorants, &c. Under each head are given the 
diseases to which they are specially applicable, with the symptoms 
indicating or contra-indicating their use, and the cautious to be 
observed in their administration. 

The third part is a Table of Drugs, exhibiting adulterations 
the most commonly in use, their mode of detection, and the principal 
signs of purity,'* followed by a table exhibiting the symptoms, 
treatment and mode of detecting the various poisons, mineral, vege- 
table and animal, abridged from Dr. Dunglison’s Dictionary of Medi- 
cal Science. The work concludes with a table of synonyms of some 
of the most useful Medicines procurable in the East Indies, in 
Hindostanew, Persian, Arabic, Tamil, Burmese and Malay, rendering 
it specially useful to the Indian practitioner. 

The work is concluded by a series of indices upon the plan adopted 
by R. Griffith of Philadelphia, in the ‘‘ Universal Formulary,*' being 

an Index of remedies for all the principal diseases to which flesh is 

heir, arranged under their several names, each having the proper 
reference to its page. Thus under Amaurosis we have— 

ATTiauTosis, Aconituin N>'pcllns, Tartar Emetic, Arnica» Camphor, Guaiaciim. 
Calomel, Iodide of Potassium, Rhus Toxicodendron, 01. Terebinthinaj, Blood, 
letting, Electricity, Issues .—ZocaZ AppheUores : Tinct- Aconiti, Liquor Am- 
monia (vapour). Camphor (fumigation), Strychnia, Nux Vomica, Veratria, Vera- 
truin Album, Blisterti. 

These indices facilitate reference, but are apt to confuse the 


* Edin. Med. and Surg ' Jonm., 'No.'clm. p. 438. 
f On Diseases of the Skin, 3rd Ed*, 1851, p. 178. 
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joung practitioner, so many remedies for eaeli disease, might 

be puzzled with which to commence upon his patient. 

Our space does not permit us to dwell longer upon a work which, 
we have no doubt, will be found to answer fully the expectations of the 
author, and supply the practitioner with a most useful work of refer- 
ence. We can but briefly notice the pamphlet on Abscess of the Liver. 
The author has shown great diligence in collecting together, from various 
sources, the history of 800 cases of Liver Abscess. Of each he has given 
a concise account of the symptoms, treatment, and when fatal, of 
the post mortem appearances, ile has given numerous tabl^ show- 
ing the per centage of various symptoms, the relative fre^pncy of 
diseases in different parts of the organ, and the comparative utility 
of various modes of treatment, concluding with a well founded 
caution against the indiscriminate use of Mercury in infectious diseases. 
It is,” he states a remedy of very doubtful utility ; its free 

* exhibition is undoubtedly no preventative of hepatic abscess. Out 

* of 300 cases admitted under various headings, Mercury was exhi- 
‘ bited in one form or another in 1 85 cases ; of this number it caused 

* distinct salivation in 1 8, and in 1 7 others it produced a sore or ulcerat- 

* ed state of the gums, but without free or proper ptyalism ; in 19 
' others it appears to have been given with an unsparing hand, but 

* without producing its specific effects on the system.” 
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Poetry —Its Chief Attributes stated and illiLStrated Ledwte 

delivered before the Calcutta Young Mens Christian 

ation. By Edward Storrow, 

Is this a critical age or is it a creative one, is the question that the 
Revie\l!|r ever asks himself m volumes Poetry and Essays about 
Poetry come in upon him at the same time. Here we have this Essay 
on Poetry, side by side with tlve Poems of SnelHus Shickhardus, and 
in every publisher’s circular we see Theories of Poetry rimning the 
race with Poems themselves. Such a state of matters would lead us 
to the conclusion that our o.ge is at once critical and creative, or that 
we have come to the close of a critical period, and that only the first 
fruits of new intellectual life and originality are being gathered. 

Mr. Storrow, in the Lecture before us, seems to have had it as his 
object, simply to recommend Poetry to tbe study of the youths whom 
he addressed, by decking it out in its fairest garb, pointing out in 
detail some of its beauties, and shewing not a few of its prettinesses. 
He makes no attempt to enter into the philosophy of the matter, nor 
logically to treat it in its vars ms divisions, but simply seems to give 
forth the results of a little quiet meditation on Poetry in general, and 
on no division of it in particular. He has accumulated not a little gentle 
criticism of a quiet Addisonian character, on a few favourite poets, 
whom he uses as illustrations of some of those attributes of Poetry, 
which he details. And yot after all, when we have read this Lecture 
we are precisely in the position of the Lecturer, not at all nearer the 
hidden queen of song and imagination than when we set out. We 
have seen her garden and the walks approaching to her temple, and 
heard a few of tbe officiating priests speak under her inspiration, and 
have been pleased by the scene, but still she is as mysteriously in- 
visible as ever, a very Om of mystery. 

When we say then that there is much pleasant talk about Poetry, 
its attributes, its metres, its appearance, its influences, we give the full 
contents of the Lecture. In composition it is somewhat unequal, 
and we must say the author by no means illustrates his subject in bis 
own style. There are, however, a few good passages, — good both in 
thought and language. 

Just as we divide all writings into poetry and prose, so may we say that to alf | 
things in the universe there is a poetic as well as a prosaic side. And this is 
but according to the great law of balancing and antithesis, which everywhere we 
trace. We speak of darkness, and we comprehend in it the idea of light ; life 
finds its antagonist in death ; sin necessarily presupposes holiness ; time which is 
measurable, suggests eternity which is immeasurable j matter has its opposite in 
spirit, as truth has in error. So poetry has her domain, and claims to inhent, along 
with her coarse and vulgar brother, a share in the world’s possessions j aye, and in 
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Ae free use of uU ^ ie end )»eautii^l beyoud the llmite of the world she 
takes precedkiee of turn. With a ebarm as potent as the wand of the enclianter 
Ismeno, or the Wonderfh! kmp of AUadeen« ^he goes forth to walk through the 
earth and to gaze on the stars, and whatever she touches and whatever she looks 
on, becomes radiant with beauty and redolent with odoura The finest and the 
most precious things are hers ; she usurps no power, she robs others of no trea- 
sure } she does hut enrich and gladden ail those who are wise enough to distin- 
guish her footsteps and bid her welcome. The sunny side of all things belongs 
il her. The spring is the poetry of the year, the dance is the poetry of motion, 
music is the poetry of sound, childhood is the poetry of life, the stars are the 
poetry of the heavens, flowers are the poetry of the earth, and woman is the 
poetry of man. 

One of the best features of the Lecture is the liberal breadth of 
view that is taken of Literature and Literary men. The illustrations 
are not taken from one poet, nor one age, nor one school, but extend 
over all good poets. 

Poets true to their instincts will ever choose themes of an elevated order, and 
which illustrate deep feeling in some of its rainbow hues. The chequered wander- 
ings of Ulysses ; the grand and mysterious expedition of Ram ; the awful secrets 
of the Inferno ; the sin and the sorrow of Don Roderic ; the deep, and true, and 
sorrowful loves of Abelard and Eloise ; the trial and the discipline of a Faust, a 
Festua, a Walter and a Balder ; the darkening fall of angelic natures ; the 
romance of chivalry ; the tale of war ; the illustration of woman’s fascination, 
of woman’s faithfulness, and of woman’s sorrows ; the history of adventure ; 
the description of the supernatural and the obscure, the representation of nature 
in her most grand, most lovely and most terrible forms, are fit themes for the 
poet’s song. 

We know that we shall not agree with the author when we point 
out his concluding paragraph as the ‘worst part of his Lecture. 
Epithet-writers, unless they are very great men, can never succeed in 
conveying their meaning truthfully or beautifully. Homer and Mil- 
ton alone have rendered their Epithets immortal, and have expressed 
in one word what little minds would have spread over a page. Not 
only may the correctness of many of the following be questioned, as 
applied to the authors mentioned, but the style is false and disagree- 
able. Our young men have too much of this already. 

Thus have I said a few things—ftlas how few — about our English poets and 
poetry. I have brought you a flower from one parterre and a curious plant from 
another. I have shewn you, as best I could, where he the lowly valleys in which 
the lily and the rose are found, and where are ihe mountain sides which bear the 
oak and tremble with the cataract. I have pointed out the fantastic pagodas, the 
chaste, grand Greek temples, the sublime Gothic minsters, and the lovely cottages 
so variously adorned, which glorify the slopes of that mountain which the Muses 
have made their own. I have shewn you the deep woods where Dryads and 
Fairies hide, the murmuring brooks where Naiads dwell, and the stately rivers, 
lakes, and seas over which reign mightier beings than they. But it is not given mo 
^o lead you through the whole of that extensive and glorious realm, which the 
poets have created and which they have devoted to the pleasure of mankind. This 
kingdom is the fairest and the noblest which the intellectual prowess of English- 
men has won. Nowhere have they gathered greener laurels, or proved more 
triumphantly that they possess the loftiest endowments which God gives to favour- 
edl men. The picturesqneness of Chaucer, the sublimity of Milton, the splendid 
fancy of Spencer, and the all-comprehensive genius of Shakspeare, the moHi- 
fluousness of Fope, the robust vigour of Dryden, the devoutness of Herbert, the 
pensive tenderness of Goldsmith, the descriptiveness of Thomson, the graceful- 
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nm of Gray, the truthfulness of Cowper, to pailtoa rf Gfcwar, to il<dfe<M!5r 
Campbell, the glitter of Moor& the re^ciimess pf Woi^^lsvortn, the homelutess 
of Crabbe, the passbutiteness of Burns, to scnsuousness Keats, to mystic depth 
of t'oleridge, to energy of Byron, the variety of Scott, to elegant fancifulnew e^ 
Tennyson, the high-toned religiousness of Keble'-^all these illustrate an amount of 
poetic wealth such as no otor country can ecfual The names of our greatest 
poets will live, long as the remembrance of England herself shall live. Foetry 
crowns its worshipping high priests with a wreath more durablo than is bestow^ 
by philosophy or science i or than adorns the bro of any one else who tread! 
the pleasant wall of literature. Time in her awfm flight obscures the glory of r 
lioger Bacon, a Duns Scotus, and a Roger Ascham ; hut our poets’ names shine 
out from the dark, obscure past, with the calm splendour of 

** A. brigtit particular star' 

as though time were loath to extinguish so much beauty, or had no power over 
forms, which like Orpheup, are half di<^'Ii\c. 

The Lecture is on the whole one that dtA credit to the Author, and 
ought to have enlightened his audience. 


A Manual of Ancient History, from the remotest Times to the 
Overthrow of the Western Empire, A. J5. 476. By Dr. Leon- 
hard Schmitz, F. 11, S, E, Edhihurgh, 1855. 

It is only hy virtue of its chapter on India, that this ‘‘ Manual'' 
comes within our jurisdictiof Dut the very existence of th'*3 chap- 
ter in such a work is a significant phenomenon. 

We continually see, not merely that the actual sphere of human 
knowledge is widening, Init that that part of it, on which youthful 
eyes are allowed to gaze, is ever being extended. Our children are 
now taught books and subjects, of which we, when young, never 
dreamed ; and education, stepping forth into the wide domain of 
human knowledge in all its extent, claims every object as its own, 
from which it may teach lessons of wisdom or goodness. Our 
“ school series,” our “ school book associations,” our “ manuals,” our 
hand-books,” our “ circles of knowledge,” bear testimony to this. 
The book before us is another evidence of it. The name of Dr. 
Schmitz is a sufficient guarantee for its accuracy, its scholarship, and 
its adaptation to educational purposes. Well known as one of our 
best classical scholars at home, the successful translator of all 
Niebuhr’s works, and the author of many of our first school 
books, the fame that he has acquired will be increased by the pro- 
duction of this. His other histories have already been introduced 
into all the large schools and colleges of England, and even those 
in India, both East Indian and Native, now use them as the most 
approved text-books. 

We can fuUy recommend this work as containing the chief matter 
of the author’s previous histories of Greece and Rome, and in addi- 
tion, chapters on Egypt, China, India, Persia and the other Asiatic 
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Empiresf, The only drawback to the work is its rather defective ac- 
count of India, which to students of this land, is so very important. 
But two alternatives lay before the author, and he has chosen 
perhaps, the wiser of them ; either to state in general terms, all 
that we know certainly of India in ages that were only semi-histori- 
cal, or at once to enter into the weary detail and endless doubts, that 
the rei|sarehes of such scholars as Major Rennell, Tod, and James 
Prinsep, have caused. He has chosen the former course, in itself, 
perhaps, the wiser, but to Indian students, who view the early his- 
tory of their own land as the most important, the least satisfactory. 
Had Dr. Schmitz written from an Indian stand -point, however, 
bis book would have been, on the whole, less useful. The chronology 
adopted seems most co^ct, and nearly to correspond with that 
generally acknowledged. 

“ Beginning of the historical period. Origin of the most ancient 
parts of Vedas, B. C. 1400. 

Origin of Buddhism, B. C. 525. 

Alexander the Great in India, B. C. 327. 

King Asoca promotes Buddhism, which is introduced into Ceylon, 
Tibet, China, &c., B. C. 260. 

King Vikramaditya, patron of literature. Kalidasa, the dramatic 
poet, A. D. 1.” 

Elphinstone makes the era of the great Malwaking, A. D. 78. 

This Manual ” of Dr. Schmitz is quite up with the times. This 
was to be expected of the pupil and translator of Niebuhr, From 
the very first the key-note of comparative philology, as the illustra- 
tor and assister of early history, is struck, and all throughout the 
doubtful periods, its stores are drawn upon. We have noticed it 
not merely to recommend its adoption in all schools and colleges 
in India, but on account of the large space that is devoted to 
the Asiatic Empires. A three years’ course of historical study could 
be well conducted on the basis of such a work as this, beginning 
with Rome, following that up with Greece, and finally studying the 
other and less-known ancient Empires. 


Selections from the Records of Government, North Western Pro- 
vinces, Part XX. Report on Educational Books in the Verna- 
cular, 

We have increasing evidences of the immense amount of educa- 
tional activity that is now being everywhere manifested in India. 
Notwithstanding the somewhat equivocal conduct of the Central 
Government with regard to the carrying out of the provisions of the 
last educational despatch, private parties everywhere, and not a few 
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of the heads of Goveimment Colleges, as well as Missionaries and 
those of a Missionary spirit, are working for themselves at the prae- 
tical solution of many an educational problem* 

More honest and truly earnest activity however has been xnani** 
fested in the North Western Provinces, than in any other part of 
India. The spirit of Thomason has not yet died out, and the very 
districts where no Missionary society brings its benign induences to 
bear on barbarism, ignorance and idolatry, are those where the best 
Government system is most fully carried out. Like all great men, 
Thomason was not only gretit in hiuself, bat he selected for his 
assistants men who either possessed, or to whom he could impart, 
much of his own spirit. Hence, now that be has gone, the state of 
such colleges as Benares under Dr. BaHjintyue, and Ajmcer, till 
lately under Dr. Buch, gives us the fondest hopes for the future 
intellectual advancement of the harily sons of North Western 
India. 

It is seldom that we notice such ‘ Selections’ as these, because they 
contain rather the raw material for future works on India, than any 
definite or methodically arranged information. They are * contributions 
towards’ its future merely ; and the historian will soon find amass 
of excellent matter, from which he may draw both history and its 
philosophy. But this Report before us is so full of curious state- 
ments, regarding the adaptation of English Literature to the Hindoo 
mind, and it throws so much light on curious philological niceties, 
that we would recommend it to all who feel interested in such sub- 
jects. It contains a catalogue of vernacular educational works, with 
their contents, authors, prices, and where they may be procured ; doing 
in fact for North Western India and its dialects, what Mr. Long 
has done for Bengal. We see traces of Dr. Ballantyne and his 
scholarship in almost the whole work. 

Perhaps the most curious part of the whole is a notice by Mr. 
Muir, on “ the Life of Cicero (Delhi Society’s Publications) trans- 
lated from Plutarch’s Lives, by Pundit Motee Lall, Senior Scholar, 
Delhi College.” The object of the translation seems to have been 
to give a creditable amount of information to his countrymen on 
the subject, but he takes for granted too much as already known by 
his readers. Such might be all very well in the case of well- 
educated Europeans, but it is too much to expect that classical 
allusions, and the whole paraphernalia of Roman laws and Govern- 
ment, will be understood by natives. The attempt, however, 
to introduce them to the knowledge of classical subjects, is most 
praise-worthy. It is right, if they are to be imbued with the spirit 
of English Literature, which all in Government Colleges seem to 
have in view, that they should learn something of that source from 
which it draws so much of its glorious inspiration. It is in this 
respect that all English studies have been imperfectly carried on in 
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India, the tiative students being utterly ignorant of the spirit of 
antiquity and all classical references, and what is far worse, knowing 
nothing of those elements which enter so largely into the structure 
and history of the language. 

In such a work as this, a difficulty would meet the translator 
at the outset, not merely how to communicate all the peculiar ideas 
of antiquity in the vernacular, in their full force and beauty, 
bul how to express such proper names as Csesar, Pompey, Octavius, 
itc, Mr. Muir seems to think that in this he has failed. He says, 

** many of the names I cannot make out ; the following will be 
deciphered with some difficulty even by the Classical Scholar,” 
These we have Romanised for the benefit of the unlearned : — 

Traeumverate Aetoorea. 

Cecelisia ... Korneleas Lenthus. 

Kaipedosia ... Ooktaveaa. 

Pn the contrary, the translators of Arnett’s Physics seem to have 
succeeded much better : — 

Much of the excellency of their translation I conceive to be due to the concise- 
ness and precision, and, as a consequence, the elegance of the equivalents which 
they have constjmeted and supplied for corresponding terms and expressions of the 
original. And They have consistently adhered, throughout the translation, to the 
equivalents adopted at the outset ; e. g. the terms gravitation, attraction, and 
cohesion, have been rendered respectively Kushush Sukuland Kusliush, and Kushush 
Ethcsal ; and whenever these expressions are repeated in the original, the same ren- 
derings re-appear in the translation. Open the Oordoo work at what page you will, 
the same fidelity and accuracy of translation will be found. I will hero give a few 
specimens of what 1 conceive to be very appropriate renderings of corresponding 
terms of the original treatise ; — 

Kefraction of a ray Enheraf, Shaa. 

A Refracting ray ... .. .. ... Shaa Mnnhurouf. 

Reflection from a surface... ... Munukus hojana Shaa ka sutha se. 

A luminous body Oismen roushun bezzat. 

Convex and concave mirrors ... ... Shesha Ma hadub O.Mujoof. 

Solid and fluid bodies Agisam Munjumed O. Seale. 

Moving and quiescent ditto A giiain mut uhuruk O, Sakin. 

Velocity Mukdar rafter. 

Momentum Mukdar Sudma. 

Inertia Ehaseet adma turuk. 

Repulsion ... Khaseet Mudafeat. 

And so on ; the specimens may be multiplied ad infinitum. The style and diction 
of the translation also, as might be predicted from its excellency in the respect 
noticed above, are terse and elegant There are no instances in this translation, 
of a variety of superfluous words employed to express a single idea, for which the 
translator was not sufficient master of the language to furnish a single equivalent. 
Every sentence of the original has been translated, not paraphrased, and that, 
too, with a fidelity and accuracy, which an intimate knowledge of the subjects them- 
selves could alone have ensured. 

Vernacular translation in this country has been going on altogether 
a wrong tack, and perhaps necessarily so. Arbitrarily has the 
literature of the west been too often expressed in the dialects of the 
East, with a wonderful ignorance of the very rudimental principled# 
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of translation. We have yet to come to that high atag© of Intel* 
lectual progress in India, where native students shall in their own 
natural language express their own ideas, with all the accuracy 
that a knowledge of the science of the west, and all the elegance that 
a power over their own mother tongue, can give. 


Two Lectures on the Laws of Public Healthy as applied to the 
Opiniom of the people of India^ delivered before the Pethtme 
Society of Calcutta, By Norman Cheoers, M, J}., Bengal 
Medi^ Service, Calcutta,, J 855. 

It has been computed, that in India alone, out of a population of 
40,000,000, Cholera destroyed between the years 1817 and 1830, 
a brief period in the history of a nation, no less than \ 8,000,000 
of tiuman beings ! This is, indeed, an appalling fact, sinking into 
utter insignificance all other human calamities. Since the last men- 
tioned year, cholera has embraced the whole habitable glc ^ jn its deadly 
grasp, and continues to be the great s<50urge of the l®e in which 
we live. Tliat the poison which caiises such wide-spread and 
devastating misery, is generated in circumstances which are suscepti- 
ble of control, and perhaps of '*’emoval by human agency, is believed 
by many eminent members of the medical profession. Such being 
the case, it is impossible to exaggerate the value of all researches 
into the laws which regulate the public health, and of all efforts 
made to enlightenr the said public upon the prevcntible causes of 
disease. 

The application of the true principles of ventilation and drainage 
has already been attended, in Europe, with such eminent success, 
as to warrant the entertainment of a well lbunded hope and belief, 
that similar means of protection wall afford equal immunity in 
tropical countries. 

The average duration of life in England has, undoubtedly, been 
considerably increased, since the publication of the Carlisle Tables ; 
and some diseases, whicli were formerly as fatal as the most endemic 
of an eastern delta, have been absolutely eradicated. ^ 

James the L, and Oliver Cromwell, died of ague, which was so 
fatal in London in 1558, that the living could scarcely bury 
the dead, bishop Burnet, in his history of the Keformation, says, 
that it was so universal in London, that it raged like the plague. 

A popular belief formerly existed, even among the learned, in 
England, and is still entertained in Italy, that the poison of Malaria 
is an antidote for some intractable forms of disease. This belief 
^as embodied in the proverb that 

“ An ague in Fpnng 
Is physic for h king.** 
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Am eminent physi^^aa, in tbe early part of th^ preaeat oentory, 
R£9ioted with a mortal disease^ and impressed with a conviction of 
the truth of the current delusion, travelled into all the fenny imd 
marshy parts of England, in the vain hope of acquiring the speci- 
fic : but failing in the object of his search, he returned to London 
to die, declaring that the country was ruined by drainage, as there 
was not at ague to be caught in it. 

In one year in Europe, little more than two centuries ago, the 
plague carried off half a million of victims. The oldest living 
physicians in the ancient haunts of the distemper that 

“Kindles a fiery boil upon the skin, 

And putrefies the breast of blooming health,” 

has hot seen a single case of that loathsome pestilence ! 

The scurvy that destroyed Lord Anson's fleet, and rendered 
lengthened voyages well nigh impracticable, in former times, has 
disappeared from all ships in which ordinary sanitary precautions 
have been observed. 

The destructive ravages of small pox have been mitigated to an 
extraordinarj|ipxtent, by the immortal discovery of Jenner ; and it is 
affirmed thaF^ the disease might be entirely eradicated, if the anti- 
dote were universally applied. 

Without believing then with Lord Bacon, that the daily swal- 
lowing of a small dose of nitre will prolong life to an indefinite 
period ; or with the Roman superstition, that the driving of a nail 
into the wall of the Temple of J upiter will arrest a pestilence ; 
or yielding our faitli to the virtues assigned to the rust of the 
spear of Telephus, the sympathetic powder of Kenelra Digby, 
or the tar-water of the learned metaphysician who denied the 
existence of matter, and yet believed in an universal remedy — there 
can be no doubt that the vast majority of mankind die from diseases 
that are more or less preventible, and that it is perfectly possible 
to prolong the space of human existence to the extent designed by 
the Creator, by the observance of a few general principles, simple 
of application, easy to understand, and certain to succeed, if pro- 
perly directed. 

The two lectures of Dr, Chevers, which have suggested these 
remaiJcs, contain, in a brief compass, well and pleasantly told, much 
valuable information upon some important points connected with the 
health of the Metropolis of British India. The topics discussed are : — 

The prevention of famine and pestilence. 

Water supply. 

Household and town drainage^ and cleanliness. 

Disposal of the dead. 

Personal habits. 

Upon each of these subjects the remarks are sound, sensible, am 
practical. The learned and the unlearned may peruse them wit' 
pleasure and profit. Such papers cannot fail to be eminently useful 
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^ that they will not he passed by unheeded by the rising generi^^ 
of educated natives, from whom much will be expected in the futux^ 
amelioration, mental and physical, of the condition of the 
mass of their countrymen* 


Hhtory of the Suppression of Inf mtuide in Western India, under 
the Government of Bombay, in cluding Notlm of the Promaxs 
and Tribes in which the practice har^ prevailed. By John Wil-^ 
son, D. D., F. a. S,, ^c. Bombay, 1 1'bb. 

In one of the earliest Numbers of the "Remeifu this subject of Infan- 
ticide was fully taken up, iti' causes, and the evidence of its exis- 
t^mce stated, and the tribes among whom it prevailed described. In 
IImr work the wbole subject is taken up its widest extent, and all 
notices and facts regarding it brought down to the present day. The 
whole is treated with the learning of a scholar, and benevolent 
enthusiasm of a philanthropic missionary. Tliere are many startling 
facts here given that ought to rouse all who labour and pray for 
India’s advancement, from their indifference to the cause of woman, 
and ought to direct their energies to some great national me'^ns, by 
which her position may be raised and her soul educated. 

The author opens his work with many interesting facts regarding 
infanticide among the Phoenicians, Canaanites, Cliinese, Scandinavians, 
Greeks and Romans. In the more civilised of these nations the 
causes seem invariably to have been poverty, and a regard to mis- 
taken notions about the principles of population and political 
economy ; while in those more barbarous, the same causes seem to 
have existed as in India a deadening of the most ineradicable 
emotions of the human soul, by tlie influences of a horrid super- 
stition, an arbitrary law, and a state of society in which poly- 
gamy and marriage -sales prevailed. But no nation seems to have 
equalled India in the uniform practice of infanticide pursued in 
certain tribes, and these extending over a large district of Northern 
and Western India, from generation to generation, and attem^ by 
the same cruel circumstances and revolting heartlessness. Firstinen, 
most holy Shastras degrade women to a very low level, and then the 
arbitrary enactments of Brahmins, and the traditional usages of 
certain tribes and localities, make her position often one inferior to 
that of the brutes. 

We rejoice to see the Hon’ble Jonathan Duncan put in his right 
place with regard, not only to Infanticide, but to a wise plan that 
^would tend to ameliorate the condition of the Hindoos, long ere 
any scholar had thought of turning his attention to the language 
and customs of the Hindoos for philological or archseological pur-» 

d 
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poses. Duncsa saw that, if he was to govern his large district well 
at and round about Benares, of which he was Resident, be must gain 
access to the hearts of his subjects through their own tongue. He 
i| was who first directed special attention to the existence of Infanti- 
cide in certain tribes, and from the interest that he took in the mat- 
ter, and the efforts that he put forth, both at Benares, and afterwards 
as Governor of Bombay, his name ought to be ranked with those of 
Howard and Clarkson. 

His habits of mind and his former experience led him, when he came to the 
Westetrn Presidency, to indulge the inquisitiveness which was natural to him, and 
which he had elsewhere cultivated with so much advantage to himself and the 
people placed under his authority. lie was not only accessible to the natives ; but, 
with due restrictions, he systematically sought to maintain with them regular in- 
tercourse. He personally conversed and corresponded with them, whenever ho 
found them capable of giving him useful and practical information. When ho 
was on his first visit to Surat in 1809. he asked Kripa Rama, the minister of the 
I^awfib of that city, whetlier any traces of Infanticide were found in his locality, 
so contiguous to Baroch, the ancient Bar3^gaza, where Captain Wilford had imagined 
it to exist in the days of the Greeks, The reply which he received was this; — 
** Heretofore I have heard people say that among the tribe of Rajput, and espe- 
cially among the Rajas of that class, the birth of a daughter in their houses was 
considered as disgraceful j on which account their women refused to let their 
newly-born daughters have access to their milk, and put them in any way to 
death ; but this practice is not general through all tlie sub-divisions of their tribe, 
though in several places they do thus stony-heartedly kill them.” 

Mr. Duncan — to abridge his own naTative, which here commences,— returned 
to Bombay, in July, 1800. He had no farther opportunity of prosecuting his in- 
quiries into what foundation there might be for believing the practice of female 
Infanticide to obtain in any places of the West of India, till the fact was again 
incidentally brought to his notice, between two and three years afterwards, by a 
native lady, — her name is worthy of remembrance,— Gajra Biii, a descendant of 
one of the Gaikawiid Rajas of Gujarat, who had repaired to Bombay on political 
grounds. 

The work begun by Mr. Duncan was carried out with vigour by 
Colonel Walker and Captain Carnac. They prosecuted their enqui- 
ries into the subject with great vigour in the provinces of Khuthidwad 
and Kachh, and finally succeeded in getting the Jadejas to sign 
an agreement for ever to give up female Infanticide. But it was 
found that in eight years after this was signed, 07 dy fifteen Jadeja 
females were known to have been saved. Several plans were proposed 
by Carnac, as the creation of an establishment to suppress female 
InfalBicide, and the defraying of the expenses of the nuptials of a 
Jddeja girl. But to these the Governor in Council declined to 
accede, still urging the employment of moral power. Even Mount- 
Btuart Elphinstone, himself, however, at this time Governor, although 
he visited the districts, felt at a loss how to act. 

No effectual check can be imposed on this atrocious practice, he wrote, as 
long ns it is so completely congenial to the general feeUt)g of the people, unless by 
employing hired aget)ts, as proposed by Mujor Ballantine, whose duty it should be 
to detect offenders of this description ; and such a measure would lead to so 
much intrusion into the most private and domestic proceedings of the superior 
castes (among whom alone Infanticide prevails,) and would be open to so many, 
abuses on the part of the inforraei*s, that 1 do not think the chance of success 
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Wf^ul<3 compensate for the diaafFeciion which it would create. Jt may also be 
doubted how far we have a light to ititerferu to such an extraordinary pitch with 
the private life of a people with whose civil government and internal police wo do 
not pretond*^o have any concern, Wo must therefore bo content to follow tho 
footsteps of our predecessors (without attempting to go beyond them) iu thdir 
most meritorious endeavours to discountonance this enormity ; and v^o may safely 
flutter ourselves, thajf the manners of the ncoplo become softened by a continu- 
ance of tranquillity and good order, they will gradually discontinue a practice 
wliicli is not mure inconsistent with reason, :han repugnant to natural instinct. 

Captain Ballantine was at tliis tima in the political agency of 
Khatliiaw(id, nacl on his being succeed by Captain Barnewall, la 
1821, Elphinstone again directed his attention to the matter* One 
new plan adopted was, to threw all fines levied on chiefs for 
other offences, as well aa for IiAianticide, into a Fund to be distributed 
in proportion to children so preserved." 

To Captain BarnewaH’s letter was appended a statement of the probable expense 
of the marriage of the 189 daughters ot the Jadej^s then existing, dividing them 
into four classes, and calculating the number of marriages likely to take place each 
\car from the apparent age of the parties couceniod. Tlie total sum required 
amounted to no less an auionm than llupccs 855,630, which, if actually paid, would 
have turned the heads of all the Brahmans, Bhutas, Charans, and other religious 
mendicants of the province. The fines levied for 1821,-1824, which seem to havo 
been principally inflicted for connivance at the dopredations of the Kbumtin Kdthfs* 
uuiountod only to lia. 40,233-1 -33f,* and they hod all been credited to the mili- 
tary expences incurred in the suppression of those depredations. 

Still ilie Bombay Government did not abandon the idea of forming what has 
since been called ** The Iiifauticid. Bund,’' or nbat might more appropriately have 
been denominated *• The Infanticide ITeventi nv Tund.’^ It extended its “ great 
approbation*' to the proceedings of Captain Barnewall as detailed by him in hia 
second loiter now quoted ; directed that all fines under Ks. 20,000, which might 
not be given up to the suflerers on whom they might be levied, should bo allotted 
to the Infanticide Fund ; and requested Mr. John Vollard Willoughby, of the Civil 
{Service, Assistant, in charge of the Kesidency in Biiioda, to endeavour to prevail 
on the Gaikawad Government to co-operate in tho measures proposed, by devot- 
ing its portion of lines raised in Kaihiuwad to a similar purpose. 

This Infanticide Fund, first arranged by the wise and benevolent 
Elphinstone, had a great influence in suppressing the crime. But 
still much was to be done, and Mr. Willoughby now took the whole 
matter into his hands, and carriea it out with wij^dorn and vigour, 
getting as full and accurate a census of tlie Jadejas, as possible, 
lie proceeded to lay down new plans wdiich were highly approved of 
by the Bombay Government. lie urged a still more deplete 
census, the establishment of a system of registration of births, marri- 
ages and deaths. An annual report from the political agent, more strict- 
ness in causing the Jadeja chiefs to carry out their engagements, 
rewards to informers, contracts and stipulations between superior and 
inferior Rajput chiefs, and large rewards to tlie chiefs who had 
already given up the practice. Mr, Willoughby thus concludes his 
admirable report : — 

Such arc the measures which, after a long and deep meditation on the subject, 
I presume to pvtqioso lor the conside union of Govorumeiit ; and I bog to state that 
they arc considered by natives of tlie province competent to iorm a correct 
judgment, cakulut*:d to give increased cflieieacy to the measures adopted by 
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Colonel Walker for the sipptesslon of this terrible crime. It Is scarcely neceftiftry, 
1 hope, to state that I feel, as every man, and more particularly every Christum 
should, most deeply interested in its complete abolition, or that 1 shall strenuously 
exert myself to ensure success to whatever subsidiary measure may l#directcd to 
compel obedience on the part of the Jddej& to their engagements. Both Captain 
Lang and l^yself embrace every opportunity of speaking upon the subject, with 
the (letifstatiort it merits, and of stimulating the tril)e among which the custom 
prevailed to abandon it. and thereby restore themselves to that scale among human 
beings which th^ forfeited from its prevalence among them. By unceasing endea- 
vours to expose Ihe enormity of the otTence, and to shew that it is at direct vari- 
ance with the precepts inculcated by the religion of those who perpetrate it ; by 
extending favor to those who renounce the practice; by promulgating the fixed 
resolution of Government to punish with the utmost severity those who still ad- 
here to it ; and from the success, partial as I feur it must be regarded, which has 
attended our efforts for its discontinuance, I am sanguine that through the Divine 
blessing complete success may be ultimately obtained. 

It is interesting to read the replies sent in by the various Jadeja 
chiefs to Government, when they issued their orders and instruc- 
tions. Here is a specimen : — 

Your b»voiir, together with the proclamation, has been received. The J^dej^s, 
in putting their daughters to death, commit a gieat sin. The Shastras describe 
this sin as one of the greatest enormity. The custom of infanticide is not sanc- 
tioned by any of the Puranas that 1 hive ever heard of. A woman cannot he 
deprived of life, even if she is the most depraved and abandoned of her sex. 
The guilt, therefore, of putting an innocent infant to death is of the blackest 
dye. The British Oovernraenr, in abolishing this inhuman practice from motives 
of relig'On and humanity, has gained for itself the highest reward of virtue. 
There are certain tribts of Kajputs who put their daughters to death. The causes 
■which appear to me to have led to the practice are mentioned below. These 
causes, however, no longer exist, and it is unaccountable their still continuing to 
practice the crimp. 

The causes I mentioned are as follows : — 1. Dp to the reign of Pritbiraj Cholo, 
the bride was the property of the strongest who succeeded in taking possession of 
her person from the pavilion elected to celebrate her marriage. The contentions 
which ensued in consequence were of the bloodiest desciiption. 2. Tlie Sumra 
tribe of Kajputs gave a daughter in marriage amongst the .■^amma tribe of Rajputs, 
borne cause originating in this connexion led to a lasting rupture between the 
tribes. 3. The daughter of the Kuja of Thaihd was carried away by the 
Khalifah or Diwan of Baghdad.* 4. The Musalmans during their reign forcibly 

• This was a considerable time before the Samrads of Sindh came into notice, 
the Khalif referred to being Walid, who died A. 11 90 or A. L). 715. It was in con- 
nexion with the daughters of Dahir of Bewal, or Th&thu, tliMt Muhamoiad Kasira, 
his general, the conqueror of Sindh and the Punjab, met his death. Respecting this 
affair the most satisfactory account is the following, from the pen of Sir Henry Elliot : 

— Our authorities differ I'especting the mode of Muhammad Kasim’s death ; but it 
must be admitted that there is much more probability in the statement of the 
FutHhu-Ubulddn than in that of the Chach-NdmUf which is followed by all the later 
writers The former states, that he was seized, fettered, imprisoned, and tortured to 
death by the Khalif s sanction ; the latter, that tlie two daughters of Dahir, who had 
been sent to the capital for the Khalif s harem, complained that they had already 
been violated by their father's conqueror ; upon which, the Khalif, iu a fit of wrath, 
ordered that he should be sewn up in a raw cowhide, and so transmitted to Damas- 
cus. When his body was exhibited to the unfortunate girls, they declared that their 
assertion was untrue, and that they had uttered it merely to be avenged on the des- 
troyer of their family and country. The tale goes on to say, that the capricious 
tyrant, in an agony of remorse for his hasty conduct, ordered thorn to be immured 
alive. Others say, they were tied to horses’ tails, and so dragged about the city. 
The whole story certainly savours more of romance than reality, but the reason 
which has been advanced against it— namely, that the fecwing up in a hide was a 



MlSCiEtLANEOCS NOTICES. 


xxtii- 

possessed themselves of the danghters of the IJajputs, and great hatred and opposi- 

tion between the castes ensued in consequefu e. 

To the above causes was owing the practice amongst the J&dejSs of putting 
their daiightws to death. The present times are, however, those of religion and 
virtue, and violence cannot be exercised by one individual against another. It is 
therefore unnecessary to continue the practice of infanticide. The greater portion 
of J^dejds do not adopt this dreadful crime ; i>ut tUose who do so i^Pahstain, in 
obedience to the will of Government. As you U&\q written to me to co-operate in 
the abolition of the custom, ^ and as it is a v/ork of piety, no endeavours will bo 
spared (-n niy part. Write in return, commanding me to do you service.’* From 
Itunchodji, Diwan y Jnnagad* 

Willoughby was succeeded hy Ki skint, and he by Major Jacob. 
For the first time is the true and only mensuie for suppressing the 
crime alluded to — the diffusion of ed;jC‘'.tion and morality among 
the tribes ; but the Governor declined to iuik np the tvvo questions, 
although there was at this time ^1840) a bahmcr 3 of Rs, 1,16,786 ia 
favour of the Infanticide Fiuui But Jacob "^vas not the first to think 
of the introduction of education into these provinces. Both Dr, 
Wilson himself, and the Rev. W. Fyvic, of Surat, drew attention to 
the necessity of this, and the Irish Presbyterian Church sent ouc the 
Rev. James Gla^^gow and the Rev. Alexander Kerr, whose hands 
were afterwards strengthened by new labourers. 

But after all education was the only lever to rouse these races 
above so barbarous a custom, and lids finally accomplished it. 
Government gave 600 Riipec.^ for a Prize Essay on the subject, that 
was gained by Bliau Dnji, and when Sir Henry Pottingei succeeded 
to the residency at Lahy the capital of Kach, he found ail ready for 
carrying out to tlie fullest extent the most enlightened and liberal plans. 
In 1825 he entered on his office, at the time when the Rao Desalgi, 
the prince elected by the Jadejas, was only about eight years of age ; 
with this boy be used all his influence ; — 

Had he been his own son, ho ci.uld not have been more attentive than ho was 
to his intellectual and social inttircsts. After securing for him instruction in the 
Indian languages, he placed him, for the acquisition of English and general cul- 
tuie, under the care of the Rev. James Gray, formerly of the High School of 


I'dtdr mode of punishment, and not Arab- constitutes no valid objection ; for, 
though it undoubtedly was practised by the Tfiturs— as when the savage Haldgd 
murdered the last Khalif of Baghdad— yet an earlier example might have been dis- 
covered in the Arab aiiiialj. Even before the time of the Sindh conquest, we find 
the adherents of the first Mudwiya enclosing the body of the Governor of Egypt in 
the carcass of an ass, and burning both to ashes. An<l as for the general tone of 
romance which runs through the version of Muhammad Kasim’s death, we find a 
case somewhat parallel in contemporary history ; for when Musd the conqueror of 
Spain, was treated with similar indignity by ^uliiimdn— tlie same relentless Khalif, 
who persecuted the conqueror of Sindh— and was lingering in misery and exile at 
Mecca, the head of his son, who had been murdered at Cordova, was throwmdown at 
his father s feet, while the tyrant’s messenger taunted him in the midst of hia agony 
and despair.” — Appendix to Arabs of Sindh, unpubHshed, pp. 31, 32. 

* This Brahman minister of the Muhammadan state of Jundgdd was one of the 
best informed natives whom avo have met in India. He had even a tolerable know- 
ledge of Arabic, a language to which few of his caste ever pay any attention. He 
takes an iutelligeiit view of some of the oauses of lufanticido, 
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Edinburgh, but then the chaplain of station, specially selected for it by Sir 
John Mdcolm, — a gentleman of unbounded benevolence of character, distinguish- 
ed literary taste, poetical distinction and exemplary Christian zeal. Mr Gray was 
enthusiastically fond both c»f his charge and its special duties, to which be de- 
voted as much attention as the usag^^s and interruptions of a llajput palace per- 
mitted. The progress of his pu))il was in every respeet as satisfactory as could 
have been expected ; and ho displayed the most amiable and hopeful traits of 
character and ardent attachment to his tutor, to whose respected memory, on his 
lamented death in September 1830, he erected a handsome monument in the camp 
burying-ground at Bliuj,* Sir John Malcolm regretted much that he did not know 
a chaplain at this time on the Bombay establishment fitted, by his knowledge of 
the Indian languages and customs, and desire of native improvement, to take Mr. 
Gray’s place ; and failing to get one of the Scotch missionaries, with whom he 
entered into communication on the subject, to leave his peculiar evangelistic work 
to undertake that duty,- the great importance of which he readily admitted,— and 
to enter the educational service of Government with liberal oflers of preferment 
in that department, he left the tutorship vacant for a short time. On the recom- 
mendation of Colonel Pottinger, Captain John Crofton of H. M/s Cth Regiment, 
a gentleman who had received a university education at Trinity College, Dublin, 
ultiitiatcly succeeded Mr. Gray, in 1832, and faithfully and etlectively continued 
the work of instruction which had been so hopefully begun. The periodical 
reports of the progress of the prince by that officer to Colonel Pottinger were 
very encouraging, while at the same time they were judicious and discri- 
minative. 

This youth on commencing his reign, at once declared it as his 
mission to suppress infanticide and to prevent an increase of the 
Pawaiyas (Eunuchs and Sodomites). In 1840 Captain Melville 
gave in a report to Government, from which wo extract the following 
statistics : — 

The decrease in the relative numerical superiority of the males may be also 
shown in another manner. I asssumc the mortality, from natural causes, of the 
two sexes to be equal ; and on this assumption it follows that the proportion 
which one sex b( ars to the other, among the survivors of any specified date must 
aciurately rcpresoiii the proportion which existed among those living at that date. 
There are now extant, of all that were living — 


2.5 years ago 3,917 males and 12 females. 

15 „ 2,880 „ and 98 „ 

5 „ 4,171 „ and 201 „ 

1 year ago 4,703 „ and 290 ,, 


* A very interesting biographical notice of Mr. Gray, by his son-iii-law the late 
Robert Cotton Money, Esq., C. S , for some time Assistant Resident at Bhnj under 
Colonel Pottinger, is printed in the Oriental Christinn Spectator for Alay 183J. Res- 
pecting his connexion with theRao it is there thus written “ Soon after Mr. Gray’s 
arrival in Kachh [in 182()], several respectable natives, driven perhaps bv curiosity 
alone, continually visited liim ; and, as some have told me, they thought a padre 
must Urmw more than any other man. On observing the freedom from prejudice 
which the inhabitants of this singular little country have, he considered it no unlike- 
ly thing to gain at last adniittauee to the young Rao as his preceptor. Be was for- 
tunate in possessing the friendly opinion of Colonel Pottinger on this point, who?<e 
influence as Regent during the boy’s minority was meritoriously employed in cul- 
tivating the futiu'e King’s mind, and moulding it to a form more suited to rule with 
European prudence and decision than oriental pomp and criminal partiality. By 
the Resident s permission, and the approbation of the other members of the regen- 
cy, and to the great delight of his after favourite pupil, he commenced his labours as 
Ills tutor. He used to attend at the palace four times in the week. The liberality 
of Government placed in his hands the means of familiarizing the minds of the natives 
with the elements of Astronomy. Nothing used to delight him more than these trips, 
from which he returned with deeper feelings of affection for the young Rao.’’ 
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it r^’snUs that the males and females then livinp; bore to each other the following 
rdation, viz 

25 years ago as 159’7 to \ 

15 ' „ as 29*3 to I 

5 „ as 20*7 to I 

] ,» as 16*4 to 1 

And at this moment the porportion estimated is 14*6 to 1. 

Dr. Wilson goes on to describe the various stages of success 
reached in these provinces, in the suppression of this liorrible crime. 
Space forbids m to follow him farther, as he sliews h-jw the influeuc ’S 
of education, both Governmental and Missionary, gradually resulted 
in its almost total suppression. We sympatlJze with the enthusias- 
tic missionary as he views the mnral depravity of Ihe tril>es of India 
on the one hand and their moral renovation on the other. We may 
in a future Number return more at length to this interesting work. 
It is thus concluded : — 

We augur well for the destiny of the British power in India, ve woum say 
in c.oiiclusion. By most wonderiul providences, unibreseen arrangements, and re- 
markable deliverances and extensions, it has been established and preserved in the 
land. It has here found its place, not so much by our own conquest of the coun- 
try, as by the voluntary guhinission to Carselves of the country, whoso sons in 
almost every province have lushcd to our standard and fouglit our battles. We 
have granted it deliverance from violence and oppression. We have given it 
peace, law, order, and religious liberty, such as it never enjoyed under any of its 
dynasties, the traditions of which e' tend long beyond the times of ancient Euro- 
pean history. We have in reality h^htened the burden of its taxation, both by 
lessening its amount, and calling fortli to meet it the resources of the country to an 
umvonted degree. Wc arc giving encouragement to its agriculture by surveys 
and modifications of assessments and by canals for irrigation. We have imparted 
security and extension to its commerce. AVc are joining diKtrict to district and 
pioviucc to province, by roads and i)iiagv‘s, and excavations of mouii' 
tain passes, and by a system of communication by steam and light- 
ning, by land and sea and air, which its inhabitaiits deem miraculous. Wc 
allow its people to share in our administration, to the full extent of their present 
advancement in knowledge and civilization. We arc seeking to elevate all its tribes 
ill the scale of humanity. We have quenched the funeral pyre which destroyed 
tlio widow ; and we arc stemming the torrents of infant blood shed by the hands 
of uniLvtural parents. Wc have dispersed and destroyed its bands of Thugs and 
Bakoits ; and Ty5ga and Dharana arc already terms which wo have to e.xplain to 
its people as well as to foreigners. Its Maryes and Posliius are passing away. 
Its suicides and human sacrifices are alike interdicted and prevented, as far as 
human law can reach them. AVe arc giung it our literature, and our art, and our 
science. And, above all, we are giving it our religion, even the religion of our 
God in heaven above, with all its unspeakable blessings for time and eternity. 
The night of its darkness has passed ; and its dawn has come. Its light will grow 
and spread, and shine, moic ami more unto the perfect day. And a glorious day 
that will he to all the diversified tribes anti tongues of India scattered over her 
gigantic I ody, from *‘ Cambay’s strand” to “Ganges golden wave and from 
the Himalaya, whore she lifts her head above the clouds iu the azure vault of 
heaven, to her Cape of Kumari, whore she bathes her feet in her own ocead. 
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Widow-hurning : A Narratim, By Henry Jeffreys BusJiby, of 

the Inner l^emple, JSaq,, Barrister -at- Law ; late of the Hon^hle 
East India Company s Cwil Service. London^ 1855. 

We are always glad to find men who have left India, remembering 
her at home, and employing their talents for her good. From the 
neat volume before us, we learn that its author was obliged by the 
failure of his health to resign the Civil Service, that he went home 
and passed as a Barrister, that he spent a month in the camp before 
Sebastopol, as a non-combatant,” and that he contributed an Article 
on Widow-burning to the Quarterly Review. Of this Article, the 
present volume is a re-print, with additions. 

The “ narrative” contains a detail of several cases of Suttee that 
have recently occurred in the independent or protected native states, 
and > of the efforts that have been made to induce the rulers of these 
states to relinquish the horrid practice. Without containing a great 
deal of matter, it presents several facts in a striking light, and is 
well fitted to call forth the interest of the thoughtful towards a 
matter which is still of more practical importance than is generally 
understood. The following picture seems to us to be well drawn 

With rare exceptions, the Suttee is a voluntary victim. Besolute, undismayed, 
confident in her own inspiration, but betraying by the tone of her prophecies, 
which arc almost" always auspicious, and by the gracious acts with which she takrs 
leave of her household, and by the gifts which she lavishes on the by-Btanders, that 
her tender woman’s heart is tlietruo source whence that inspiration flows, the child- 
widow has scarcely time to bcvail her husband ere she makes ready to rejoin 
him. She is dressed like a bride, but it is as a bride who has been received within 
the zenana of her bridegroom. Her veil is put off, her hair unbound ; and so 
adorned, and so exposed, she goes forth to gaze on the world for the first time, 
face to face, ere she loaves it. She does not^blush or quail* She scarcely regards 
the busied emwd who press so eagerly towards her. Her lips move in momentary 
prayer. Baradise is in her view She secs her husband awaiting with approbation 
the sacrifice which shall rcst(ire her to him, dow'crcd with the expiation of their sins, 
and ennobled with a martyr’s crown. What wonder if, dazzled with those visionary 
gloriea, she heeds not the shouting throng, the ominous pile ? Exultingly she 
mounts that last earthly couch which she shall share with her lord. His head she 
places fondly on her lap. The priests set up their chaunt ; it is a strange hymeneal, 
and her first-born son, walking thiice round the pile, lights the flame. 

If India bas been for so many years the training school for 
Captains,” it is not less true that it has been the scene of noble 
peace-victories, which, whether more or less “ renowned” than 
tiiose of war, are sources of far more unmingled gratification in the 
retrospect. It is one of the semi-oracular sayings of the great 
conqueror of our age, that nothing is so sad as a victory, except a 
defeat.” How different the feelings of Major Ludlow, when con- 
templating the triumph which he was mainly instrumental in achiev- 
ing over the ancient barbarity of the Rajpoot race ! When it is 
tauntingly asked what the English have done for India, it would be 
in fair estimation a sufficient answer, though we could give no other, 
that they have abolished Suttee and Infanticide within their territorieSj 
and procured their abolition in so many of the protected states. 

We cordi^ly commend Mr. Bushby’s Narrative to the perusal of 
our readers. 






